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A Modest Proposal

To:  Adolph Blakeney
James Reed Blakeney
Phyllis Lyday
Dr. Rhodes B. Holliman
Lester Surrock
Eric D. Newsome

From Walt Holliman
2601 Chandalar Lane
Pelham AL 35124

205-663-5983
Fax 205-663-2932
‘e-mail saltholli@aol com

Dear cousi

With all the genealogical horsepower shown above, it seems that we should be
able to arrive at some consensus regarding the dates of Thomas Blakeney and his family.
It seems that every Blakeney has an idea of when everyone was born, but no two
descendants have the same idea.

Itis necessary to start somewhere, and the most recent listing is that which
appeared in the new Heritage of Fayette County , p. 144, which lists as follows:

‘Thomas Blakeney 1800-1892.

Sarah Roberts -1861 m. in SC

Martha Evans 2™ wife

William Blakeney 1818/1819-1863 (born in SC)

Polly (Mary) 1821

Elizabeth 1825

Kizziah 1827

Samantha 1835

Jane 1836

James 1837

John Thomas (of Tom) 1840
First, let’s acknowledge that there are several things which have come to light since this
article was submitted to the publisher, as happened with several articles I personally
submitted, which may have altered the thinking of the authors. Here we are not assigning
blame or criticism, but are merely seeking the truth.

‘There are several things I have leamed. One is that censuses do occasionally lie,
depending on who gave the information, whorm entered it, how vain the subjects were,
and our ability to understand the writing.

‘The second is that, according to my Grandmother, every word in the Bible is
absolutely true. Here I am going to assume that she just meant the printed word and not
the family information. I disagree with many of the above dates, and I am sure others do
to. I believe these dates are probably from the family pages of a Bible in Adolph’s
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11. Samantha 1846 per both 1850 and 1860 census.
12. John Thomas of Tom: 1850, 1860, 1870 census indicate birth 1846, while the 1880
indicates 1848. Probably 1846.
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