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SO?IE?T}’FOR DESCENDANTS OF COLONEL JOHN SMITH (1701-1783)
He did not seek unything other than thas by which he could serve his fellow man.”

Volume I, Number 1 .........eeueuun.. . July 1997
New Editor

My name is Cecil Britton Smyth Jr. I am the fifth generation de-
scendant of James Smith, the youngest son of John and Margaret
Smith. While not from Tennesse, am a Texan, I seem to be infected
with a disease called voluntarism. While in the U.S. Army volun-

teered for airbcrne and Speci

1 Forces and have served as secretary
and treasurer of several organizations. Also as editor of their
newsletters. When I learned Rachel Smith Sykes was really tied up
with her job told her and Guy that would take over the editorship
of The Frontiersman. Rachel did a great job. She recently wrote she
was in an accident which totaled her car but she is OK.

Here's our first issue. Hope you enjoy it. Your comments would
be most appreciated. My address is P.0. Box 1774, Midlothian, VA
23113

For those who haven't paid the 1997 dues please send $10.00 to
S. Grady Fullerton, 1411 Hatch Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516.

New Discovery

Abraham was John and Margaret's eldest son. See followinyg article.
He lived on an estate in Rockingham County, Virginia which he named
Egypt. Through Presbyterian cemetery records we discovered the site
of the family cemetery which is in shambles. Only three gravestones
remain.

The Fort Harrison Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, is
going to place a Veterans Administration marker on the grave site
this fall. They also plan to enclose the site with a chain link
fence.

If any of you are descended from Abraham please contact the Editor.
It would be great if you could attend the V.A marker ceremony this
fall and also provide information about Abraham and Sarah's descen-
dants.

Fort Vause

There was a brief memorial service at Shawsville, Virginia, 25 June.
Unfortunantly they did not inform me until two days before and I was
unable to make the ceremony. The flyer I received is included in the
Newsletter.

The Frontiersman, published For the Descendants of Colonel John Smith
(1701-1783).
Editor, Cecil B. Smyth Jr, P.O. Box 1774, Midlothian, VA 23113.
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Abraham Smith

Abraham Smith was an early leader in the civil, military and
religious affairs of Augusta and Rockingham counties. He was a
Colonel in the Augusta militia, an Elder in the Mossy Creek Pres-
byterian Church, the first County Lieutenant of Rockingham County
when it was formed in 1778 and a Justice of the County Court. Hea
was also a successful farmer and his 20,000 acre estate in Augusta
and Rockingham counties. which he named Egypt. bordered the North
River and Narrow Back Mountain.

He was born in Ulster, Northern Ireland in about 1722 and came
to the colonies between 1730 and 1732 with his parents, John and
Margaret Smith, along with four brothers. By 1737 the family was
living along the Middle River northeast of the Beverly Manor Patent.

His first of many land acquisitions in the North River area was
in 1751. He married Sarah Caldwell in about 1754 and they had two
sons, John, born 16 December 1755 and Henry, born in 1758.

His name first appears in the Augusta County militia records as
a captain in 1755. From 1756 to 1760, during the French and Indian
War, he commanded a ranginyg company which patrolled across the Alle-
gheney Mountains intercepting Indian raiding parties before they
could attack frontier settlements in the Shenandoah Valley. After
the war he continued to serve in the Augusta County militia and in
1768 was appointed the colonel of the county militia. As stated
above he was the first county lieutenant of Rockingham County and a
Justice of the County Court. He was also a sheriff of Rockinghanm
County. Due to failing health he resigned his civil znd military

duties at the end of 1780 and died in 1783 at the age of 61.
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What we know about Abraham and Sarah Smith's children and their
offspring follows.

John married Mary Jane Hart in 1775. Their son, Abraham, was
born 8 January 1781. He married Juliet Ann, born in May 1800 and
died 6 October 1820. Their son, Joseph, was born in 1817 and died
18 June 1854. Abraham's second marriage was to-Charlotte Gambill.
They hgd six dauyhters, Mary Jane, Juliet L, Isabella, Virginia,

Jouetta and Mary.

John was an Ensign in Captain Haynes' Company at the Battle of
Point Plesant 10 October 1774. In 1777 he was a Captain and
commanded a company of Augusta militia. His company was at the
Battle of Guilford Court House, North Carolina in March 1781. He
was a member of the Virginia House of Delegates in 1798. z

Henry married Margaret Cravens 2 April 1792. They had three sons,
Benjamin who went to Kentucky, William who went to Georgia and
Abraham who continued to live on the Egypt plantation. He married

Martha McDowell Reed.

The Smith Egypt Cemetery

Oonly three grave markers remain in the Smith Egypt Cemetery. The
story told by an elderly resident of the area in 1961 was that the
farmer who owned the land in about 1880 moved the cemetery stones
into a pile in order to plant the field. So the story goes, John
Smith would come back to haunt the farmer. Whether he did or nct
is not known but the stones are gone so we have no way of knowing

who was buried hers except the following:
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The Society for the Descendants of Colonel John Smith, Inc.
S. Grady Fullerton, Treasurer
1411 Hatch Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
April 24, 1997

Membership Dues for Calendar Year 1997

Name Wc’) JLer © Yz /Am‘a a

Address

City State Zip

The Surname Booklet is an experimental project. The purpose is to be able to match
individuals with similar interests. They will have the responsibility to contact each other.
Participation in this project and its results is available only to dues paying members.

A s~ 1/ -
Individual / Couple Dues per year s10 (4~ /4 d K15, -
Surname / Membership Booklet $ 5 () Please order in advance.

Book is to be mailed in September, 1997 using the information received by July 15, 1997.
Surnames printed free of charge. 10 surnames per individual / couple
Wish us luck and success.

1. 6.
2. 7
3. 8.
. 9.
5. 10.

Please complete and return to Grady Fullerton at the address shown above. Thanks
For Comments and Queries, if any, please attach an additional sheet.

* * * * * ” * * * * w*

The remainder of this page is reserved for office use.








