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From: Al and Kay Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>

To: wallt holliman <waltholli@aol.com>

Cc: R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>; Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>
Date:  Wednesday, February 09, 2000 10:23 PM

Subject: Jerry

Dear Walt,

We haven't answered mail in about two days. With this spring weather I'm finding a lot
to do outside.

The 1857 for jerry seems to be correct. That was the birthdate of my grandfather, Newt,
and he always said that he and Jerry were the same age. According to my Dad's story
Jerry's mother left fayette County and went west to Join her family. Did she actually take
the girl, Sarah, with her when she left? This child was aiso included in Thomas' petition to
apprentice them.

| talked with Willie recently and he doesn't seem to know much about the early years of
the family. He could not identify the "bearded one" as Jerry due to the beard. Reed has
sent a copy of the photo to Walter. I'll be eager to know what Walter thinks about the photo
and the possibility that it is Jerry. I'll check with Willie again regarding the stones and the
1851 date.

Glad you're feeling better from your bout with the flu. Doc telis me you have given up
smoking. Really glad to hear that. Should you need any help, suggest you try
accupuncturse. Kay's sister was able to quit completely with this treatment. Warmest
regards, Adolph
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date: Friday, January 28, 2000 7:47 PM

Subject: Rootsweb :

Dear Al and Kay:

The technique to subscribe to Rootsweb is as follows. Put the surname in all caps, like:
BLAKENEY-L-request@rootsweb.com Type this in as an e-mail, and in the "Subject" section, type in
"Subscribe". Then click to "Send". That will do it. You will get a quick notification that you are enrolled.

Now this will work if you substitute HOLLIMAN for BLAKENEY. But it doesn't work for PHURROUGH. |
tried it | 1t came back, "user unknown". Therefore, it doesn't look likr there is a mailing list for "Phurrough”
in this site. You might try it just in case | made a mistake.

Heard from Walt. He has had a serious case of the flu. He has quit smoking ! Hallelujah !!!

We haven't started getting the next storm yet although it is storming all around us. | was talking to a fellow in
West Virginia today [about 150 miles away] and it was snowing there. We are promised sleet and ice
tomorrow. It will have to warm up considerably to get sleet !

| continue with my bird feeding. | have a pet downey woodpecker that will sit on the suet feeder while | reload
a seed feeder next to him. Strange ! Woodpeckers are usually very wild.

| haven't tried other surnames on the rootsweb but plan to do so. | could use info on Baker, Walker, and
others.

Please keep me posted on how Billy makes out on a deal with Jimmy Davis. | sure would like to see Billy
own the old Baker place. | don't consider Jimmy Davis as “family", and it would be nice to have great
grandpa's homesite back in the family. I'm very sentimental about that piece of real estate.

Be careful in this weather. | sure do love persimmons. Uncle Mute had a wild persimmon tree in the lane
from the barn down toward the swamp. We always ate a few on our way to and from a coon hunt.  Love to
all, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Sunday, January 23, 2000 7:51 PM

Subject: Trash on the old Baker place:

Dear Adolph:

1 have finally remembered to ask about the old Baker place adjacent to the Gravlee place. Remember, you,
Reed and | hiked over to find the homesite of my great grandpa, George Washington Baker, and found that
old trailer and bus body and garbage.

Did you ever ask Billy about this mess ? Was all that crap put there by Jimmy Davis ? | am keenly
interested in what happens to that piece of land. Having visited there as a boy and remembering the old
chimney, the front porch sill, and other features that appear in the family portrait of 1897, | have an
emotional interest in the preservation of the Baker place.

Does Jimmy Davis come back to that property on occasion ? He really must be some kind of nut !

if you learn anything, please share it with me. Loveto all, RBH
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Doc and Phyllis Holliman

From: Al and Kay Blakeney <aib21@simplecom.net>

To: walt holliman <waitholli@aol.com>

Cc: R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>; Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, January 17, 2000 5:29 PM

Subject:  dates for reunion report

Walt,
Kay and | have been going over all the material that you have prepared, very good work.
comments and observations follow:

1. dates for Thomas, 1807-1896, seem to reflect the collected data. Under supporting
evidence for 1896 would sugggest adding the date will probated and the fact that it
specified that he died on 2 June, 1896. Most won't look up footnotes.

Also, | found it interesting that my Dad had this notation in the back of john oscar's book:
Thomas B. came to this county Fayette at Newtonville, Ala about 1818 married mary
Roberts. Is this possible, would have made him a teenager when he arrived , could explain
why it took so long to register land. As best | remember my Dad made these notations when
my granddad was still alive. | may have sent you a copy of these pages.

2. Willliam B. ¢.1832-1863 questiion, Reed's muster roil indicates he was in the hospital at
Charleston, Tn Nov. Dec., 1863. Were alll these hospital records destroyed. seems there
should be some record of his deathh since he appearently died in the hospital.

| have read your nice account of his death in battle and am finding more and more that the
information | received from Felix Lowery was not all acccurate.Doc Holliman has clear
memories of being told that he died from measles complicated by pneumonia. The person
felix named, A.B. Lowery, was Kizzie's husband. He was associated with simon poe, as
Felix said, but the rest of the story does not fit.

3. It would be good to include in your reporrt what we know about his two wives.

Elizabeth Corder c. 1832-1854. 1850 census lists her as 18. According to notes left by
my dad, Dr. Lanthus Blakeney, William and Elizabeth Corder were married in 1849. He
also noted that "his wife died about 1854 and he married Elizabeth Cianton in 1856"

Elizabeth Clanton: b.12-25-1832, South carolina; d.11-21-1867, alabama. She is buried
at Mt. Zion Cemetery in Pickens County (Ashcraft Corners ) After williams death she
married Thomas Ashcraft 3-23-1866. They had one child, Thomas sidney Ashcraft, born 5-
25-1867.(from Mary Eimore, who is related to the Ashcrafts and also my cousin on the
Davis side)

You may want to check on the wives of vincent blakeney. | have a picture of Vincent and
Adaline Thornton. According to Kay, Pauline blakeney told her that his first wife was Evelyn
Shepherd and his second, Adaline Thornton.In your ancestors chapter they appear
reversed. Kay could have written it down wrong.

Kissiah B. Lowery Branyon: Her grave marker has these dates-2-16-1838 d.10-24-1885.
she is buried in the Branyon Family Cemetery in Lamar county. Also here, her husband,
John J. Branyon, her son S.T. Lowery,most likely the son's wife, Emily and multiple
babies.The 1860 census lists her husband as M.N. Lowery,age 26, wife Kizzie, child,
simon; child Lydermon (who evidently died). they lived next door to Simon Poe. In 1877
Thomas filed a petition with the court in Fayette to be appointed guardian of Simon and
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Dicie, children of A.B. Lowery, deceased and Kizzie who had remarried. this related to the
will of Simon Poe, he had left them a few dollars. Felix Lowery gave me a copy of this
petition.

| have been reading the notes from Rhonda, you, Reed.Interesting.

Hope this is not confusing and it is only observations, you have the actual information. Glad
you are historian! adolph
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From: Al and Kay Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

Cc: Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>; walt holliman <waltholli@aol.com>;
Rhonda Blakeney <RLB119@aol.com>; plyday@usgs.gov <plyday@usgs.gov>

Date:  Thursday, April 06, 2000 4:03 PM
Subject: William Blakeney

Dear Cousins,

Today we received a reply from the Alabama Department of Archives and

History, www.archives.state.al.us regarding a request for info. re: william's death. Needless
to say they have no such info. As part of the request ,one submits anything known about
the individual. | noted the last record as being a muster roll noting that he was in the
hospital. An e-mail was sent back that medical records for the war are located at the
National Archives.

This is what they sent:
1. a copy of the original muster roll, handwritten-but readable, dated May 28,1862. It is
signed by Captain John C. Kirkland.It lists william with the officers, as 3rd Sgt., age 29.
County where joined for duty:Pickens.
2. a typed copy of the muster roll
3 Alabama Condederate Soldiers, 1861-1865, volume 1,1999,page 49.

This is a page from the B section and lists all the Blakeneys, Blakneys that served in the
war,about 17.

They also noted that no pension or service records were found. This does not seem to be
anything new, but if anyone wants a copy, let us know. Al and kay
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From: Al and Kay Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: walt holliman <waltholli@aol.com>

Cc: Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>; R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>;
Rhonda Blakeney <RLB119@aol.com>

Date:  Wednesday, April 05, 2000 10:39 PM
Subject: letter from M.B. Blakeney

Dear Walt, we received a reply from M.B., grandson of Vincent. It is not a long letter so | will just copy it for
you.( M. B. Biakeney, 6309 Samen Dr., Mobile, Al 36608)

Dear Adolf and Kay,

In reply to your letter regarding my grandfathers second wife's name, | will try to give you the information
that | know which is not so much. James Vincent's second wife's name was: Sarah Elizabeth Thornton
Blakeney.(why they spelled their name Blakney | haven't the slightest idea) James Vincent had two sons by
his first wife--William and Mack Blakney. His children by Sarah Elizabeth were: Martin Van Buren, George,
James Arthur and Emma.

Buren's children:Odell, Boyd C., James Loyd, Albert Floyd, Ora, M.B., Ruth Eleanor and
Agnes

George's children: Osmond, Winston, Mary and William Shackieford
James Arthur never married
Emma married very late in life and had no children

This is about ali | know about our family. | hope this will be of some help. If | can help
further, let me know.

Regards,
M.B. and Pat
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From: Al and Kay Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

Date:  Monday, April 03, 2000 10:58 PM

Subject: weather, etc

Dear Doc,

The rain started Saturday about 5:30 and it is still raining, though not as hard.

As of 2:00pm today we have had 8.6 inches of rain. It is soggy here. The walk way to the
pier is up hill, the stream in the ravine is rushing down like a water fall. Billy called last
night to report that the lake in Newtonville is filled and he had to close off a valve from one
of the feeder streams to cut down on the flow of water. Lots of roads around Tuscaloosa
Cty are covered in water in the low spots. In B'ham a small ? tornado hit the main city water
filtration plant and they are having to watch water use for now. working around the clock to
fix the pumps and filters.

Glad you found the archives site valuable. | did submit a request on William and had a
response that it had been turned over to the researchers.Said not to expect a written
report for 4-6 weeks. Will let you know when | hear. In my response e-mail | was told that
the hospital records for the war were in the National Archives in Washington. Don't know
how available they are. the address for National Archives is
www.nara.gov/genealogy/genindex.html . | hope this is hyperlinked.

Since you are a reference site for all of us, here are two more sites that might help
someone. www.//istg.rootsweb.com This is a work in progress, a listing of immigrants by
ship, name, captain etc. so far 2000 have been added and they anticipate 5000. It is the
Immigrant Ships Transcribers Guild. Another site is related to ww1 soldiers, got it from a
cousin who is researching the

phurroughs, www.worldwar1.com/. It is called trenches on the web.

last week my mother had cataract implant and is doing fine. Al wanted me to ask about
Phyllis' eye surgery. We weren't sure if she had had her second surgery, we know she had
a problem with eye surgery, but can't remember if it was the first or second operation. She
should be seeing much better now. Thats what | am telling Mother.

About the files of individual civil war soldiers: the library here has a complete list of all
soldiers, large book. They also have on microfilm all the units of the civil war. You did send
us the muster rolls. Thanks. Until later, Kay and Al (let me know if the url's were entered
correctly, if not back to the instruction book.)
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: Adolph Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Monday, April 03, 2000 7:43 PM

Subject: William Blakeney ?7?

Dear Al and Kay:

| have been having lots of fun with the AL Historical Society Civil War files as contributed by you last month.

| have called up and printed all of the AL Infantry Regs. in which there were Hollimans and Blakeneys. | have
leamed a great deal about the 58th Inf. Reg. in which | had a bunch of relatives: Lt. James Frankiin
Holliman, captured at Missionary Ridge and spent 2 years in Johnson Isiand Prison in Lake Erie [he was my
2-great uncle] ; his dad, Uriah H. Holliman, Pvt.., who died at Okolona, MS, with another son, Charles
Daniel [ Uriah's wife was Mary Polly Lucas, whose photo you got for me at Springhill Cem. near Bluff], and
others.

| would be keenly interested in anything that you may hear on William's death. Even a negative report. His
death and burial place are some of the big unanswered questions.

Many thanks for those Civil War websites. Do you know how we can get into the files of the enlisted men

?? 1 have the muster rolf calls of the 41st and 58th. | think that | sent you copies. If not, tell me so and | will
xerox a set for you.

It is pouring rain here. Great news on the Newtonville lake ! Hope you are getting more to fill it up.

Just checking in and showing interest in your research on William. Love to all, RBH





image5.jpeg
Page 1 of 1

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: Adolph Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Monday, March 27, 2000 5:50 PM

Subject: Death in the family

Dear AL and Kay:

My Dad's brother, Charles Baker Holliman, died in B'ham this past weekend. Funerat tomorrow in Petham.
| got the word from Walt. Uncle Charles was about 90 .

Thought you would want to know. He was the last of that generation.

Love to all, RBH
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From: Al and Kay Blakeney <aib21@simplecom.net>

To: Rhonda Blakeney <RLB119@aol.com>

Cc: R. B. Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>; Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>; wait
holliman <waltholli@aol.com>; plyday@usgov.org <plyday@usgov.org>

Date: = Wednesday, February 09, 2000 11:23 PM

Subject: archive records,plus

Dear Rhonda,

Adolph and | have just been amazed at the amount of information about the Blakeney's
that has been found and shared since we all acquired computers. It is just great. Thank you
for sharing the info. about William- Leah and the three brothers, who are now cousins.

You have no reason to be concerned about spreading misconceptions, you based y;our
work on the only information available. Al wanted me to telf you that we are also guiity of
spreading misconceptions and need to clear the record. You will recall that Al told the
story of william being killed in battle. That is evidently not the true story. Doc clearly
remembers that he was home on furlough, caught measles, and died from complications of
same, after returning to camp. The only thing that bothers us about this is the fact that he
died in the hospital ( your dad's muster record) and there is no record of his death. Did they
destroy all the hospital records?

In the story about the battle field experience, some of the info. has turned out to be true.
There was an A.B. Lowery, in fact there were two. One was a relative of Mr. Felix Lowery,
story teller, and he was in the civil war. In fact he went from Fayette county, different
regimen,and was discharged the year William entered. The second A.B. was also in the
civil war and was William's brother-in-law. He was married to Kizzzie Blakeney. He died not
long after the war.

Another aspect of Mr. Felix's story related to Simon Poe. He said that A.B. Lowery was
raised by Simon Poe. We have a copy of the petition Thomas filled in Fayette County
asking to be made guardian of the children of A.B.,deceased, and Kizzie Lowery. The
purpose of this was to obtain money left to them by Simon Poe. Kizzie and A.B. also lived
next door to Simon Poe at one time ,per census record.

| talked with Mr. Felix's neice by phone. She has researched their family. She verify's
that there has aiways been this story in the Lowery family involving a soldier by the name of
Blakeney and a Lowery. She has heard it from several of the older family members.
However, she said it was not clear to her about the first names of those in the story.

So, now we have another story to correct at the 2000 family reunion. Walt is the
historian and is to give a report. Maybe he can straighten all this out for the rest of the
family. Incidentally, the only ones that have a written copy of this story are: your dad, doc,
walt, and our grandchildren. Maybe most of the ones who heard it have forgotten. We are
going to need a long business session at the next meeting. There are bound to be
questions.(doc is also scheduled to report)

Please keep up the good work. You would make an excellent detective.

I am only going to type this once, so hope it makes sense. Kay





