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From: AL Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>

To: Holliman@i-plus.net <Holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Sunday, September 19, 1999 10:22 PM
Subject: search sites

Page 1 of 1

Doc,

Last evening | found two sites for genealogy research (local) that
you may not have found, though not likely.

One is for the Birmingham Public Library division of southern
history. www.bham.lib.al.us/ When you get there do genealogy links and
it will connect you with the Tutwiler Library of Southern History. You
can also link to the Alabama State Archives.

The second site was www.usgenweb.com When you get there select
State Pages then County Pages then Fayette County. It is a modest site,
but interesting. The Fayette Cty also has a cemeteries list, some
recorded.

| have been scanning through Winding Trails and there is one
section that discusses all the references available in Fayette Library
that | think you will find interesting. Kay
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, September 17, 1999 1:29 PM

Subject: Roberts Family

Dear Al and Kay:

{ was too tired last night to answer your good letter of 9:28 PM.

in trying to help Eric Newsom, | have some names that might index in the Fayette or Tuscaloosa cemetery
files. | know that Newell's cemetery records of Fayette County are grossly incomplete: for example, he
missed John Thomas Holliman, Martha Jane Holliman and James Braxton Holliman in the Caines Ridge
Cemetery. They are my g-grandpa, g-grandma, and uncle !!

Here are some graves that we would like to find. Josiah Roberts, father of Sarah Roberts Blakeney. Mary
Linsey Roberts, wife of Josiah Roberts. Josiah had an older brother, Step Roberts, who tived and died in
central Fayette County. Step had a bunch of kids, namely, Oliver C. Roberts, John Roberts, Thomas C.
Roberts, James H. Roberts, Vincent Roberts, plus several daughters. All these sons died in Fayette
County. Can you locate a ROBERTS CEMETERY in Fayette County ?  This about covers the Roberts in
my knowledge. Il send a copy of this to Eric for his perusal.

Phyllis had trouble initially with the surgery. Her incision tried to leak so they put in a suture. This left her
with pain and swelling. However, much of the problem has subsided, and she is feeling much better today.
Even getting ready for a "yard sale" tomorrow !

"Floyd" didn't do much to or for us. The wind got up to 30-40 MPH and stripped a ot of green leaves and
trashed the lawns, but very little rain. Yes, we need rain too.

t have a batch of .270 brass on hand but no 7mm Mag or 270 Mag. I'll load the .270 for Jon.. Considering
the calibers used by these boys, you must have some rogue elephants or lions roaming thru Fayette County
"

I'm delighted that you are trying a digital restoration of the Thomas photo. I'm very patient in waiting for a
quality product.

I'll close this and contact Eric to see if | got his requests correct. I'll be back later. Love, RBH
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From: A L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Thursday, September 16, 1999 9:28 PM
Subject: Phyllis and trip

Doc,

In a note from Reed he indicated that Phyllis had a more difficult
time with her eye surgery this time. After your recheck today, hope all
is satisfactory and she is ok.

Thanks for your ammo offer. Some of your ammo would make a great
Christmas gift for my three grandsons who are i, 14, 15. They all like
to hunt. We always like to find something they can't run out and buy at
the sporting goods store. A few shells for each of them would be great.
Unfortunately, they all shoot a different size gun. They are: Jon,11,

270 ; George, 14, 7mm mag.; william,15, 270 mag. Is this all you need to
know about the guns ?

Regarding Eric Newsome's relatives--checked out the cemetery books
for Tusc. Co. yesterday. Macedonia Methodist did not have any Roberts
listed. We found 3 at Shady Grove, just south east of Fayette.There are
5 volumes to the known cemeterys of Tusc. Co. and one for Fayette Co. If
you know the names of who we are looking for it will be easy since they
are indexed. It will be easier and less time consuming then looking at
each cemetery. Sarah Roberts Blakeney is buried in the first Shepherd
Cemetery.

Tomorrow we are lookin at the possibility of having the younger
picture of Thomas digitally restored. It will only take a few days and
will remove some of the age blimishes. There will be plenty of time to
get us all copies after you see them. | won't leave them at the
photographers if he can't have it done by the time you get here.

Fioyd did not bring us or Reed and rain. How about you? we really
need it .Adolph and Kay
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From: Doc and Phyliis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date: Monday, September 13, 1999 9:20 PM

Dear Al and Kay:

My prayers have been answered !!!  If the old photo can stand enlargement, | want at least fourin 5 X7,
or 8 X 10: the cost is immaterial. | will reserve one each for my sons. If you think that Al is excited, my
wife just threatened to have me sedated to get me back to earth !! What a lucky break at such an opportune
time ! {f convenient, please go ahead and have the suspected middle-age picture enlarged for me: several
copies. | will presume that both are of Thomas and am willing to invest in that probability. As you know, |
am good for my debts and will pay up as soon as we arrive. | have earmarked $1000 for pictures, so there
is plenty remaining.

Phyllis is pretty cool about this surgery and doesn't seem to be stressed. We appreciate your concern and
well-wishes. Thanks for the phone numbers. Probably won't need them but have put them in my travel
notebook.

Does anyone in your family or circle of friends hunt or target shoot ? Now is the time to speak up because |
load about 75 different cartridges, and my ammo is far superior to factory ammo. 1'd be defighted to bring
anyone several boxes of shells.

We will have to make an effort to help Eric Newsom on his search for his Roberts kin. | will have the topo
maps to do the job. | would be interested in meeting Mrs. Robertson: ! will have a copy of the old Fayette
photo for her if she wants.

Kay, your description of todays activities and finds is exciting. The anticipation of this upcoming trip has
given me more pleasure than any other trip in my life !

I'll quit for now and talk to Reed. Please see what you can do for me with the Thomas photos and | will do
anything for you. Bless you all, RBH





image1.jpeg
Page 1 of 1

From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, September 24, 1999 10:33 PM

Subject: Gratitude

Dear A L. and Kay:

| am deeply grateful for ail the good things you have done to make our trip exciting and a great success ! |t
is my hope that | can do something nice for you. Love, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: ALB21@simplecom.net <ALB21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Tuesday, September 21, 1999 9:06 PM

Subject: Odds and ends:

Dear Kay and Al:

| wanted to thank you for the good websites. | have been so busy with my ordnance work with the Police
Dept. that | haven't had time for much surfing lately. We had our quarterly police pistol match yesterday and !
spent today packing and mailing back to Smith & Wesson several pistols that broke down.

| started processing a couple of boxes of .270 Win. cariridges and a few 7 mm Rem mag cartridges today.
These for your grandkids. The police shot up about 6000 rounds of my ammo yesterday !

1 got the order of USGA topo maps and have located, among other sites, Macedonia Cemetery near
Semantha. | have never been satisfied with Newell's survey of Fayette County: he missed a lot. | wonder if
the Tuscaloosa Co. survey is that incomplete ?

Nothing much else to report. | was due to pick up photo copies of old pictures last week but they were not
ready. Maybe tomorrow. I've been talking with Phyllis Lyday: we are third cousins by way of 'ol Thomas.
Reed may be able to arrange a meeting with Jeremiah's nephew who lives in Birmingham. The poor fellow
has prostate cancer and is in his 80s, so he may not welcome visitors. | hope that we can find Jeremiah's
grave.

Phyliis Anne is feeling much better. Her eye is adjusting and her vision is better. I'll be back soon. Only 10
more days to go ! Best regards, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyliis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date:  Tuesday, September 21, 1999 11:14 PM
Subject: Jerry

Dear Adolph and Kay:
Yessir ! Jeremiah is the one that your grandpa called “Jerry"! I'd do anything to find his grave.

As a boy, | killed my share of poisonous snakes in the Sipsey Bottoms. My Uncle Virgil Gibson and | were
fishing at the Dead River pond just south of the Sipsey bridge. He stepped on the biggest Canebreak Rattler
that | have ever seen. | killed it with my .22: | was about 9 years old | That was one of many: more rattiers
in those days than cottonmouths. 'l bring my boots and "equalizer" !

Yes, Macedonia Cem. is just a few miles north of your home. I've got it on my new batch of topo maps. I'm
bringing my map case: we may need it.

I'm glad that | can do something for your grandsons. | believe in supporting outdoor life for our youth. A boy
that grows up in that environment will appreciate life and will not be attracted to the lawless behavior that
rages in this country.

I'll certainly appreciate a view of 'ol Thomas. He has displaced Capt. John Blakeney as the most interesting
character in my ancestry. | am mesmerized by him.

It is late: I'lf quit for tonight. Love to alf, RBH
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From: AL. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Tuesday, September 21, 1999 10:19 PM

Dear Doc,

When do you eat and sleep while making all that ammunition? Really appreciate your
taking the time to make somefor the boys.

Today we picked up the picture of Thomas. The restoration made a difference. Also got
the copies of the photo of him in the hat. | will mail you a photocopy of it tomorrow. Thought
you might like a preview of the old gentleman.

| believe that the Macedonia Methodist Cem. that you mention is only a few miles north
of our house. You can see Lake Tuscaloosa from the cemetery. This may not be the place
you want to find.( state h'way 69 N)

Is Jerimiah the one that my granddad always called Jerry? If so , | know his grandson
and can call to find out where he is buried.

Talked with Billy today and he has bushhoged the edges of the roads in Sipsey Swamp.
If we don't have a lot of rain before your visit he will be able to take us all over the
swamp.The Sipsey is so low that you can walk across it in many places. You should know
that the cottonmouths have claimed the swamp. Billy and George often kill 5-6 a day and
one day last week they killed 21. You will need your boots. Glad Phyllis is progressing so
well. Our best, looking forward to seeing and meeting you. Adolph and Kay
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: JimBlake@aol.com <JimBlake@aol.com>

Date:  Sunday, September 19, 1999 11:06 PM
Subject: Fw: search sites

From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: Holliman@i-plus.net <Holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Sunday, September 19, 1999 10:22 PM
Subject: search sites

>Doc,

>  Last evening | found two sites for genealogy research (local) that
>you may not have found, though not likely.

> One is for the Birmingham Public Library division of southern
>history. www.bham.lib.al.us/ When you get there do genealogy links and
>it will connect you with the Tutwiler Library of Southern History. You
>can also link to the Alabama State Archives.

> The second site was www.usgenweb.com When you get there select
>State Pages then County Pages then Fayette County. It is a modest site,
>but interesting. The Fayette Cty also has a cemeteries list, some
>recorded.

> | have been scanning through Winding Trails and there is one
>section that discusses all the references available in Fayette Library
>that | think you will find interesting.Kay
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From: AL Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: Holliman@i-plus.net <Holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Sunday, September 19, 1999 10:22 PM
Subject: search sites

Doc,

Last evening | found two sites for genealogy research (local) that
you may not have found, though not likely.

One is for the Birmingham Public Library division of southern
history. www.bham.lib.al.us/ When you get there do genealogy links and
it will connect you with the Tutwiler Library of Southern History. You
can also link to the Alabama State Archives.

The second site was www.usgenweb.com When you get there select
State Pages then County Pages then Fayette County. It is a modest site,
but interesting. The Fayette Cty also has a cemeteries list, some
recorded.

| have been scanning through Winding Trails and there is one
section that discusses all the references available in Fayette Library
that | think you will find interesting.Kay








