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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date:  Sunday, June 27, 1998 7:10 PM

Subject: Map enroute:

Dear Cousins:

1 will post a letter to you tomorrow containing an upgraded copy of a map of Newtonville in about 1850. The
original was drawn by Buren Sullivan on an 8 x 10 piece of paper which is now very fragile. | put this through
the enlargement process on a Xerox, cleaned up some of the missing roadbeds and tried to add current
roads. You may find mistakes, mine or Sullivan's. The one real valuable addition that | added was the
names of settlers and the "dates of entrance on the land” as recorded in a document on the history of
Shepherd Church by Mrs. Buren Sullivan in 1861. Homesteads, the settlers and dates are all located on the
map. Maybe you will find this interesting and, | hope, informative.

I'm sending a copy to Reed. Best regards, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Saturday, June 26, 1999 9:07 PM

Subject: Re: With my compliments:

Received you note about sending the picture of my grandfather,Newton and Belza ann.Will
be watching for it to arrive. | am also looking forward to your visit here and we will have lots
of time to tour in Sipsey Swamp. you will be interested to know that my sons and | own
several hundred acres of land in sipsey swamp where you used to visit with Uncle Mute. My
son Billy has built roads that permit one to drive over miles of the property .We aven have a
bridge over the old mill race. My grandsons hunt this area each winter and have killed
many bucks.We could not pull up the last part of your message due to limited computer
skills. It just said next and that we could not pull up. Nice hearing from you. I, also, am very
fond of Reed and Revis. Adolph
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From: AL Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Cc: jimblake@aol.com <jimblake@aol.com>
Date: Monday, June 28, 1999 8:37 PM

Subject: photo received, beverages

Doc., received the photo today.Thanks, | appreciate you sending it to me. Re;beverages of
choice. my bar is well stocked with Jack, George,bacardi, and on special occasions | can
bring out glenlivet. Regular occasions Scorsbys will do. A nice part of retirement is "a nap
after lunch and a nip before dinner”. As for the moonshine that Uncle Mute enjoyed, this
was also a standard for my granddad, Newt. My Dad was often paid for his medical
services with a jug of corn "likker". We have been living at the same place here on Lake
Tuscaloosa for 12 years and had at least 3 addresses. Our current address is 14435
Driftwood Drive, Northport, 35475. You will need to add another cemetery to your list that
we visit. Only last year did | learn that Elizabeth

clanton Blakeney Ashcraft was buried at Mt. Zion Cemetery.She was William Blakeneys
second wife and mother of Bellza Ann and Newt and Martha Jane. More later.Adloph
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~ From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, July 02, 1999 11:10 PM
Subject: Warren C. Holliman

Dear Adolph and Kay:
[ don't have a copy of The History of Newtonville, and | sure would like to have one !

Re. Warren C. Holliman and Mary Polly Blakeney: James Grantson Holliman was my g-g-g-g-grandpa, and
my lineage from him was Cornelius to Uriah to John Thomas to James Monroe to Cecil Rhodes. Charles
was another son of James Grantson, and would be my g-g-g-g uncle. Warren C. was a son of Charles and
therefore a 4th cousin to me. Am | right ?? | have a lot of trouble figuring cousins !!

On the other hand, Mary Polly Blakeney, as a daughter of Thomas, was my g-g-g aunt. Thomas was my g-
g-g-grandpa. Thus, | am more closely related to Mary Polly than to Warren C.

Now, | have a treat for you if you want it. 1 made a sepia color slide of a big tintype of Warren C. Holliman
many years ago in the home of Major Holliman. | recently took this color slide over to a photo lab and had
some 5 x 7 prints made: a wonderfut photo of a powerful, bearded man who was a fine soldier to the CSA.
Would you like a copy of this photo ?? If you have a picture of Mary Polly, | sure would iike a copy to make
a frame of the couple. Mary Polly is very dear to me because she helped raise my great grandma, Bellzy
Ann and the siblings, after they were orphaned by William's death at Charleston, TN, in 1863.

I don't know who got the originat picture of Warren C. after Major's death: probably one of his children. |
hope that they cherish the portrait. So many wonderful pictures of the old folks are lost due to disinterest in

the family.

| have some wonderful 5 generation photos of Belizy Ann and my family made in 1955 when | got out of the
Army. Il send you one. We have much to share and { am very anxious to meet you and Kay. Instead of
flying to B'ham and being met by Reed, we have decided that | should drive down to Social Circle and we will
not be constrained by a round trip airline schedule. We have narrowed the date to the first two weeks in
October. My wife is due for cataract surgery sometime during the second two weeks, thus | must be at home
then.

Let me know if a copy of the Newtonville History is available and your desires for photos.

My warmest regards, RBH Have a safe 4th. We are g{aying at home.
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~ From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, July 02, 1999 11:10 PM
Subject: Warren C. Holliman

Dear Adolph and Kay:
{ don't have a copy of The History of Newtonville, and I sure would like to have one !

Re. Warren C. Holliman and Mary Polly Blakeney: James Grantson Holliman was my g-g-g-g-grandpa, and
my lineage from him was Cornelius to Uriah to John Thomas to James Monroe to Cecil Rhodes. Charles
was another son of James Grantson, and would be my g-g-g-g uncle. Warren C. was a son of Charles and
therefore a 4th cousin to me. Am | right ?? | have a lot of trouble figuring cousins !!

On the other hand, Mary Polly Blakeney, as a daughter of Thomas, was my g-g-g aunt. Thomas was my g-
g-g-grandpa. Thus, | am more closely related to Mary Polly than to Warren C.

Now, | have a treat for you if you want it. | made a sepia color slide of a big tintype of Warren C. Holliman
many years ago in the home of Major Holliman. | recently took this color slide over to a photo lab and had
some 5 x 7 prints made: a wonderfuf photo of a powerful, bearded man who was a fine soldier to the CSA.
Would you like a copy of this photo ?? If you have a picture of Mary Polly, | sure would like a copy to make
a frame of the couple. Mary Polly is very dear to me because she helped raise my great grandma, Bellzy
Ann and the siblings, after they were orphaned by William's death at Charleston, TN, in 1863.

1 don't know who got the original picture of Warren C. after Major's death: probably one of his children. |
hope that they cherish the portrait. So many wonderful pictures of the old folks are lost due to disinterest in

the family.

t have some wonderful § generation photos of Bellzy Ann and my family made in 1955 when ! got out of the
Army. Il send you one. We have much {g share and | am very anxious to meet you and Kay. Instead of
flying to B'ham and being met by Reed, we have decided that | should drive down to Social Circle and we will
not be consfrained by a roynd trip airline schedule. We have narrowed the date to the first two weeks in
October. My wife is due for cataragt surgery sometime dyring the second two weeks, thus | must be at home

then.

Let me know if a copy of the Newtonville History is available and your desires for photos.

My warmest regards, RBH Have a safe 4th. We are staying at home.
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From: ALl Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Friday, July 02, 1999 8:52 PM

Subject: map,etc

Doc.,—--—received the map of fayette co. with old home sites noted. Most interesting.
Thomas Blakeneys house is now on cty rd 12 about 1/2 mile from Sheppard Church. Kay
and | read with interest your forth of July history of the signers of the declaration. It is really
inspiring, not sure many of us would risk so much today. Do you have a copy of the history
of Newtonville written by Buren Sullivan? | don't remember the map being included.its an
interesting account ot the early settlers. Looking over the relatives buried at Chappell Hill
one notices lots of Hollimans. Are you related to Warren C. Holliman who married Mary
Polly Blakeney? If so will need to put you in touch with a Blakeney cousin who is a
decendant of this couple. He has done work on the Blakeneys and Hollimans. Have a safe
and enjoyable 4th. Adolph After the 4th | will be sending you some anecdotes re: William
Blakeney and a newspaper clippin from when Bellza Ann died. | also have another picture
of Bellza Ann,will have a copy for you in October. ALB
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Cc: jimblake@aol.com <jimblake@aol.com>
Date: Monday, June 28, 1999 8:37 PM

Subject: photo received, beverages

Doc., received the photo today.Thanks, | appreciate you sending it to me. Re;beverages of
choice. my bar is well stocked with Jack, George,bacardi, and on special occasions | can
bring out glenlivet. Regular occasions Scorsbys will do. A nice part of retirement is “a nap
after lunch and a nip before dinner”. As for the moonshine that Uncle Mute enjoyed, this
was also a standard for my granddad, Newt. My Dad was often paid for his medical
services with a jug of corn "likker". We have been living at the same piace here on Lake
Tuscaloosa for 12 years and had at least 3 addresses. Our current address is 14435
Driftwood Drive, Northport, 35475. You will need to add another cemetery to your list that
we visit. Only last year did | learn that Elizabeth

clanton Blakeney Ashcraft was buried at Mt. Zion Cemetery.She was William Blakeneys
second wife and mother of Bellza Ann and Newt and Martha Jane. More later. Adloph
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~ From: AL Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Saturday, June 26, 1999 9:07 PM
Subject: Re: With my compliments:

Received you note about sending the picture of my grandfather,Newton and Belza ann.Will
be watching for it to arrive. | am also looking forward to your visit here and we will have lots
of time to tour in Sipsey Swamp. you will be interested to know that my sons and | own
several hundred acres of land in sipsey swamp where you used to visit with Uncle Mute. My
son Billy has built roads that permit one to drive over miles of the property .We aven have a
bridge over the old mill race. My grandsons hunt this area each winter and have killed
many bucks.We couid not pull up the last part of your message due to limited computer
skills. It just said next and that we could not pull up. Nice hearing from you. |, also, am very
fond of Reed and Revis. Adolph
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: ALB21@simplecom.net <ALB21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Saturday, June 26, 1999 7:30 PM

Subject: With my compliments:

Dear Kay and Adolph:

| just sent you a forward of the GERBIL. On second thought, | really don't know you very well and hope that
this does not offend. Reed and | exchange this kind of foolishness daily so maybe I'm overly presumptive.

| really wanted to write and tell you that a photo was posted to you this week by snail-mail. Made in May,
1937, it is of Bellzy Ann Blakeney Baker and Newton D. Blakeney, made in the front yard at Virgil Gibson's
house [g-aunt Pearl Baker Gibson] in Newtonville, AL. As you know, Uncle Newt died in Nov., 1937, and
this may have been the last photo of him. Granny Baker died in March, 1960, age 101!

| am very anxious to meet you and hope that we can all get together in October and tred on some hallowed
ground in the old cemeteries and farm sites in Fayette County and particutarly Newtonville.. | grew up in the
Sipsey Swamp hunting and fishing with my great uncle Mutius Baker [Uncle Mute]. He taught me everything |
know about nature that is worth knowing and instilled in me the love of the great out-of-doors. | am living in
great anticipation of seeing Thomas' restored home. He was my g-g-g grandpa and | played in that old house
as a kid.

Reed and | have become fast friends and close buddies and we share a great deal. | hope that he has
prospered as much from meeting me as | have from meeting him. We both have openly regretted not
meeting long ago. | have just finished the editorial work on his novel, SIPSEY, and will mail it back to him
next week. It is a work of GENIUS and | am honored to have had the opportunity to write the critique.

Let me know if Granny Baker and Uncle Newt arrive safely. Fond regards to you both: RBH








