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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Monday, November 15, 1999 9:55 PM
Subject: Gibsons

Doc,

Enjoyed the nice long letter. Glad you like the map. Kay really liked it and wanted a copy
for herself. The clerk in Soil and Conservation office showed it to us and sent us to the
engineers office for our own copy.

Did you get the message re: Thomas' photo? Our internet provider has changed all the
prompts and symbols, as of this morning. Having to get accoustomed to a new system.

A.J's father was Arch Gibson, the brother of Virgil, Victor, Walter and Jake Gibson. A.J.
grew up across the road from me.

Your work on ammunition is keeping you really busy. Hunting season started today for
gun season. The boys probably will start this week end. George did get one deer during
bow season. Come on down any time and we will go hunting in the deer houses.

You should get another snailmail tomorrow, it was mailed the same day. Don't work to
hard you want to be able to enjoy thanksgiving at the beach. Love to all Al and Kay
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Monday, November 15, 1999 9:28 PM

Subject: Re: Thomas photo:

Doc, Today | took the original of Thomas to John Earl and he is going to get back with me
in a few days to let me know if he can enhance the picture. We looked at some samples of
his work and the picture of Thomas is in better shape than some we saw. | am hopefull that
he can improve upon the quality of the picture. Since he is in the middle of christmas
pictures it may take a while. But we will get an opinion reasonably soon. Will let you know
as soon as | hear from him. Adolph

--------- Original Message
From: "Doc and Phyllis Holliman" <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date: Sun, 14 Nov 1999 23:09:55 -0500

>Dear AL and Kay:

>

>| guess that | am getting senile, but | can't remember if there is a plan in progress to try to
digitally enhance the known, but grainy, photo of Thomas ??? [I'm getting ready to do 3
big collage frames of the ancestral family and | want to include the best photos possible. |
have the frames: each has matted openings for twelve, 4 x 6 photos. Walt is loaning me
a negative of the Thomas house before it was torn down, and | have the new photos of the
reconstruction. I'm including one of each in the collage. | am giving one frame to each
son, and keeping one for my home. I'll bring it along for you to see next spring. All photos
in the frame will have captions.

>

>Spent the last 3 days loading ammo for the deer hunters. Hope your grandkids have a
successful hunt.

-

>|'d sure be obliged if you could tell me about the plans for the Thomas photo. Love to all,
RBH

>

>

>
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Monday, November 15, 1999 9:06 PM
Subject: THANK YOU

Dear AL and Kay:

The snailmait in a tube amrived today. All contents greatly appreciated. The map will be a fine adjunct to our
exploration in the spring: it condences the info that appears on about 8 USGS topo maps.

©On the Major James Poe article, one item really caught my eye. Mrs. Weeks, the lady who owns the
property containing the cemetery, is related to the Gibsons. The article states that she was the daughter of
the late A. J. Gibson, Jr. What was the relationship of A. J. Gibson, Jr. to Virgil Gibson ??? Or to Victor
F. Gibson ??? Virgil was my great uncle: was married to Pearl Baker. | may be distantly related to Mrs.
Beth Weeks. | sure want to see and photograph that grave site. Do you know the Weeks family ?

| am assembling the big collage frames for Christmas presents for my kids. Each will have 12 photos and |
am including Thomas, William, Sarah's grave stone, Jerry [young and old], 2 shots of Thomas' house in
restoration, John Thomas Holiiman, Martha Jane Walker Holliman, Bellzy Ann Blakeney, 5 generations in
1955, and one not yet selected. Each will have a caption. This has turned into quite a job: | had another
$70 worth of photos reproduced today ! I'll keep one frame and give two away.

The rifle ammo business is in high gear. | have been trying to fill emergency orders as they come. Deer
season opens next week and everybody wants ammo to sight in their scopes. 1'd like to try my luck again
from one of those shooting towers that Billy built. | aiways hunted deer the hard way: shoot one way out in
the mountains and have to butcher it in the woods and pack out the quarters on your back ! Hard times !!

| sure would like to find the graves of Charles Holliman or Comelius Holliman. These feliows plus Warren
[all sons of James Grantson Holliman] came to Newtonville at the same time as Simon Poe and probably a
little before Thomas. Charles died around 1840: his grave has never been located. Nor the grave of
Comnelius. | can remember Uncie Mute Baker telling me that there once was a cemetery just across the road
in front of his house but all the stones had been removed and the site was plowed under and lost. | suspect
that Charles is there. Uncle Mute and | walked over to the site several times [| was about 10] and he showed
me approximately where it had been. | guess that | could still find my way close to the area. Like the given
names "Thomas" and "William" are to Blakeneys, the names “Charles” and “Comelius” are to Hollimans.

Nevertheless, | will try to find new evidence in the spring. I'l not give up on my idea and hope that some of
our kin were buried on the east side of the Sipsey. They found James Poe {!

I'li close and thank you again for the map and news article. This stuff just whets my appetite for expioration

and sends my enthusiasm aflying !  Give my best to your grandsons, to Barry and Billy. Have a fine
Turkey Day ! Lovetoall, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Sunday, November 14, 1999 11:09 PM
Subject: Thomas photo:

Dear AL and Kay:

1 guess that | am getting senile, but | cant remember if there is a plan in progress to try to digitally enhance
the known, but grainy, photo of Thomas ??? I'm getting ready to do 3 big collage frames of the ancestral
family and | want to include the best photos possible. | have the frames: each has matted openings for
twelve, 4 x 6 photos. Walt is loaning me a negative of the Thomas house before it was torn down, and |
have the new photos of the reconstruction. I'm including one of each in the collage. | am giving one frame
to each son, and keeping one for my home. I'll bring it along for you to see next spring. All photos in the
frame will have captions.

Spent the last 3 days loading ammo for the deer hunters. Hope your grandkids have a successful hunt.

1'd sure be obliged if you could tell me about the plans for the Thomas photo. Love to all, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date: Saturday, November 13, 1999 8:26 PM

Subject: Thomas' picture:

Dear AL and Kay:

| anxiously await John Earl's opinion on Thomas' picture. | sincerely hope that it can be restored. I'm holding
off making any more prints of the existing photo until | hear if it can be enhanced.

‘Your military rosters of Company "B" and Company "H" of the 41st Ala. Infantry are already packaged and
will be in snailmail on Monday morning. I'm satisfied that William's birthyear can be determined accurately
from the roll call of his Company roster. You will see what | mean when you get these documents.

| haven't been getting your intended letters. You are getting my address wrong. The last one that was not
delivered was: holliman@i=plus.net 11!  Youneeda - where you have an =

| answered that address  Holliman@aol.com  just to see who is there ! I'll forward a copy of my letter to
them as soon as | send this. Love to all, RBH
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From: Postmaster <postmaster@cobra.simplecom.net>

To: alb21@cobra.simplecom.net <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date: Saturday, November 13, 1999 4:11 PM

Subject: Undeliverable Mail

Unknown host: holliman@i=plus.net

Original message follows.

Received: from cobra.simplecom.net [208.220.30.2] by cobra.simplecom.net
(SMTPD32-4.07) id A216F0800E2; Sat, 13 Nov 1999 16:11:34 -0500
From: "A.L. Blakeney" <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Reply-To: "A.L. Blakeney" <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
Date: Sat, 13 Nov 99 16:11:34 -0500
holliman@i=plus.net
Subject: muster rolls

Doc,
As you are aware leaves are a major problem here and we are just beginning. Raked a
path up to the truck this morning.

we haven't had a freeze, still have tomatoes and peppers and our trumpet plants are
blooming again. they like this cool sunshine.Still desperately need rain, both lakes continue
to drop.

We would like very much to have a copy of the muster rolls, at your convenience. Have
you about firmed up Williams dates?

Yesterday we sent you two snail mails. Hope they get there before you leave for the
beach. It will be a nice, restfull vacation for all of you.

I still haven't put my Safari pictures into an album, but | have a great collection! Last
week | went for a photo sitting with local photographer. Billy has requested a picture of me
for Christmas. Talked with John Earl about Thomas' picture and he will give me an opinion
when | go back to look at the proofs. Will keep you posted.

Will leave the computer and get back to the Bama game. Love to you both, Al
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: Doc and Phyliis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Saturday, November 20, 1999 9:25 AM

Page 1 of 1

Doc and Phyllis, By now you are both relaxing at the beach.
This morning we got up to a nice rain. It will probably

get up your way later this weekend. we do hope that Reed
made it to Myrtle Beach. It will be good for him.

You really did make a nice find with the new pictures from your Dad's
collection. After you get all this information assembled

you need to publish it for the rest of the family. You are

a good, diligent researcher!

Yesterday we picked upthe proofs from Al's photo shoot. Naturally,
he did not like any of them. We did get to chat a minute,

literally, with John Earl. Discovered that he does not actually do the
work himseif. He makes a digital print and then sends the

print and the original to a "nationally recognized restoration

artist, in Texas". However, he thinks that there is a very good
possibility that we will have a much improved picture. Its hard

to tell with John Earl, he has a strange personality. even so

he does good wark, or knows who can. The receptionist said

they would hear something form him soon. So don't seal up

you collage until the last minute.

We received the roster of Company B and H. Thank you . We sat down

and looked over the names. The John J. Branyon of Co. B

later became Kizzie Blakeney Lowery's husband. There are other
names that may be connected, will check this out. We were
especially interested to see if there was an A.B. Lowery in

his company. That would have backed up the story of William's
death as told by Felix Lowery. There was an Austin G. That story has
elements of truth and one day we will figure it out. you have a photo
of John J.'s grave stone that lists him as CSA Co.B.

Will get going on saturday chores. Surely hope you all have
a great time at the beach. Until later, our best. Al and Kay
(we will watch for snailmail)
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, November 19, 1999 7:10 PM

Subject: New discovery |

Dear Adolph and Kay:

| was searchingthrough some of Dad's old stuff last night and | found a wealth of good stuff in an old book !
Lots of photos: the 1935, 1936 and 1937 family reunions of the children of Belzy Ann Blakeney Baker,
most of them made in Virgil Gibson's yard ! In the 1937, Uncle Newt appears in the crowd. Everyone in the
photos is gone except me: most are buried in Shepherd Cemetery. | also found the photo that | mentioned
as we drove into Fayette that first morning. Remember, | said that we were driving right through the house
and yard of John Thomas Holliman and Martha Jane. | have the photo showing John Thomas holding the old
gray mare and Martha Jane standing by with the house in the background: made in 1914 ! | had all of
these photos enlarged and copied for you. | must now take the group shots and make a Xerox. Then | will
put a number on each individual in the groups and will use these numbers to identify everyone. For each
photo you will get three items: the photo, a Xerox with numbers, and a page of number identification. |
can think of no better way to identify the crowd without marking up the photos. | couldn't get all this done
today so | must keep you waiting until we return from Myrtie Beach. | think that you will enjoy these and see
some relatives that have been gone for a long time !

1 dropped you a littie snailmail this aftemoon containing a couple of photos that will surprise you.

Must quit and pack my bag. | haven't heard from Reed in several days. Hope he still plans to join us. Have
a great Turkey Day ! Love to all, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Thursday, November 18, 1999 10:04 PM
Subject: photos

Dear Doc,

Just got your mail , enjoyable, as always. Today | was in Faystte
attending a forestry meeting and Kay has been at her mothers for
two days. She and her sister have been shopping.

We are still upset that the pictures were ink damaged. Kay uses a
Precise rolling ball pen, but will be very careful with it from

now on. The complete new set will be along soon, with no writing.
We will just write on a separate sheet of paper.

You know that we will appreciate receiving the photos that you
are sending, but you don't have to be concerned that this
replacement has caused us trouble. Its great to be able to send
snailmail to one who really appreciates and wants it.

Reed has not mentioned any problem and we only sent Walt the
pictures from Springhill and we are not sure about any writing on the back.

Tomorrow i will be picking up proofs at John Earl's so will ask
about the potential for Thomas' photo restoration.

Saw Billy today at the meeting and was informed thet hunting season for guns does not
start here until this saturday. Out of news. Take care
Al.
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Wednesday, November 17, 1999 9:43 PM
Subject: Salvage operation:

Dear Cousins:

I have worked several hours this evening trying to salvage the photos. | have been successful only with
four: LUMPIE; MARYETTA,; Infant son of J.J. & K.; Infant Daughter of J.J. & K. Yes, the photo of young
Newt and Mollie, and the one of Vincent were badly smeared.

| feel terrible about this and | want to do something to compensate you for all the trouble this causes you. 1
had some additional copies made of Jerry, Thomas, William and the bearded one [Jerry ?]. | will send you
some of these to distribute as you see fit. Also, | borrowed a negative from Walt of the old Thomas house
with the weatherboarding but with the dogtrot still open. 1t is a great color shot. I'll send you this also. |
almost forgot ! | had enlargements made yesterday of the courthouse in Fayette about 1895 with two wagons
loaded with bales of cotton on the street. I'll send you this also. Of course, all in this photo burned in 1911.

| found that you can take the ink off the backs of the photos with a piece of old temi-cloth towel moistened with
warm water and stilt leave a readable caption. However, this will not work with ink on the photo side. It just
softens the emulsion and makes things worse.

| haven't heard if Walt or Reed had ink trouble. I'l close for now and go prepare a mailing for you as
mentioned above. Love to all, RBH
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Tuesday, November 16, 1999 8:51 PM
Subject: snaiimail here

Dear AL and Kay:

The mailbox had a wonderful surprise today: those marvelous photos of family and gravestones. | hate to
have to report the following but | don't want you to have this trouble again. The blue ink that you used for
captions: it neverdried ! It bled across from the back of one photo to the face of the next, putting the
caption on the picture | A few photos were not damaged: mostly the Branyon gravestones. | love the
photos nevertheless and they will go in the Sipsey album. | am particularly proud of the Mary Polly stone,
Kizzie's stone, Vincent's photo, Uncle Newt and Bellzy Ann, and the younger Uncle Newt plus all the
Branyon stones. These are rare items for me. | am further in your debt.

I'm glad that you got the eulogy. | remember the trouble that | had when it arrived from Reed. |
bookmarked it so that | could print it again for someone else.

It looks like Mrs. Beth Weeks is a distant relation through the Gibsons but | could never teil you how distant.

I'm kin, in one way or another, to almost everyone in Newtonville who had family there in 1900 |

| got the topo maps out last night that overiap the Fayette County engineers map. The engineer map will
give me handy access to the country roads in the county. The topos have every minute detail of buildings
and cemeteries.

Spent the day loading ammo and had customers here even after dark. I'm going to cut this off about
Thursday so that 1 can pack and rest up for the long drive on Saturday.

Thank you again for the fine rare photos. I'll be back tomorrow. Love to all, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>

To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>

Cc: jimblake@aol.com <jimblake@aol.com>; waltholli@aol.com <waltholli@aocl.com>
Date:  Tuesday, November 16, 1999 11:18 PM

Subject: bad ink

Dear Doc,

Really sorry that the pictures were ruined by the

bad ink. We will have you another set made, one should not have

ink stained pictures in a lifetime treasure such as you Sipsey Safari is going to be. Did the
same happen to the ones of Vincent, and

the one of young Newt and Molly? We have negatives of ali of these pictures and it will not

be a problem

Walt and Reed if your photos are likewise smeared with ink prints, let us know. We also
have negatives of William, Thomas, bearded Jerry.Copies are easy to get.

Today we took the bullets and write up to the framer. It is going to look great. After your
discussion of picture collage, we think we are going to do the grandparents and
g.grandparents for the boys.

We will put the negatives in the shop tomorrow, so don't put them in the album. Glad you
are going to get some rest.

Wishing all of you a great thanksgiving. Al and Kay








