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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Saturday, November 06, 1999 8:03 PM
Subject: Re., Re., Hair texture

Dear Adolph and Kay:

| visited Dr. Cecil Blakeney in his office in New Orleans about 1951. | never had the "honor" of meeting his
wife ! That was an interesting story about your grandpa: | presume it was Uncle Newt.

As soon as | get this letter off to you, I'm going to forward the letter that | just wrote to John Smith concerning
the mistakes that appear in that attachment that he sent to me on Nov. 4. | sent the attachment to Reed and
he commented vigorously !! | was just trying to warn John Smith that he shouldn't put too much faith in a
self-proclaimed genealogist who makes that many mistakes !

| have a good bit of info on Hugh Blakeney, Capt. John's youngest son. Back last spring | worked on Hugh's
pedigree to help some of his descendants. Maybe you know them: Marty and Bill Davis of Baton Rouge,

LA. They were interested in the Arkansas generations after Hugh and Nancy left S.C. They answer to:
MARTYBILLD@worldnet.att.net

Good work on Sarah's stone ! I'm delighted that you found the base.
The jokes have been coming in. | just sort 'em out and send 'em on !

I'm working on my topo maps on the east side of the Sipsey from Fayette all the way down to the Tuscaloosa
County line. There are lots of primitive roads and even more primitive cemeteries: more than on the west
side !

The more | look at it, the more | am convinced that the old bearded one is Jerry. Maybe we can get a copy
of the photo to Walter: he is 87 and may remember Jerry with a beard. However, Walter is a little senile and
is sick with prostate cancer. Reed knows best on this matter and | will talk to him about sending the photo.
Laudice's husband, Charles, is very sick and | don't think that we can ask them to help even though they live
only about 5 miles from Walter.

| loaded about 1000 rounds of rifle and pistol ammo yesterday and today. Everybody getting ready to hunt.
I'll get off of here and send you a copy of my letter to John Smith. Love to all, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@cobra.simplecom.net>
To: holliman@i-plus.net <holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Friday, November 05, 1999 11:24 PM
Subject: Re: Hair texture

Dear Doc,

If there is no problem genetically with the difference in hair texture then | have no
problem with the possibility of the picture being a younger Jerry. It would also explain why
Uncle Cecil kept this picture stored in the attic. Prevented explanations to a wife already
critical of his family. She would have considered this an insult.She was "a social climber". |
remember my grandfather leaving home for an extended visit with Cecil while he was in St.
Francisville and granddad was back in Newtonville within a week , having spent most of the
week with his sister at Urie Carter's.

The attachment info poses a new challenge for you and Reed, just tell me how the story
ends. | do have the genealogy work sheet for Hugh Blakeney from Chesterfield Co.Do you
need the name of his wife and dates of birth?

Today we were in Fayette for lunch at Charles'. They asked about everyone. We then
went to the cemetery and | dug down and found the base for the stone. Will get back soon
and cement it in place.

Enjoyed all the funnies. Love to you and Phyllis Al and Kay
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From: Doc and Phyilis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>

To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>

Date: = Thursday, November 04, 1999 7:49 PM

Subject: Hair texture

Dear AL and Kay:

Without going back into my human genetics books, my memory tells me that hair texture is a Mendelian
multiple gene effect. Old Thomas had some domineering genes for skin color [also a multiple gene effect]
which still persists in Walter and Willie. You see this kinky hair characteristic in Greeks and Turks but it is
subdued when mixed with western European or Nordic genes. Walter's hair, whats left of it, is as straight as
mine. Jerry's last daughter, Evalina, had wavy hair of soft texture. When you get the new 5 x 7 of Jerry,
compare it with the old bearded one. Note the nose characteristics: the droopy left eye: I'm as certain as |
can be that we have an earlier picture of Jemry. Your Jerry 5 x 7 left here this morning.

Talk to you later. Love to all, RBH
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From: AL Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>

To: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plius.net>
Date:  Wednesday, November 03, 1999 11:15 PM
Subject: Re: Jerry's photo:

Doc,

Help me out on this point. | am still thinking about the bearded
one and the possibility that it might be Jerry. Some how | have it in my
mind that any part black in your background will result in Kinky hair.
The bearded one does not have kinky hair. Am | wrong ? Adolph

Doc and Phyilis Holliman wrote:

> Part1.1 Type: Plain Text (text/plain)
> Encoding: quoted-printable
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: JimBlake@aol.com <JimBlake@aol.com>

Cc: WALTHOLLI@aol.com <WALTHOLLI@aol.com>; holliman@i-plus.net
<holliman@i-plus.net>

Date: Wednesday, November 03, 1999 11:10 PM
Subject: Re: Need some help

Page 1 of 1

Address for Vincent's grandson:

M.B. Blakeney (Patricia)

6309 Sarnen Drive

Mobile, Al 36608

334-344-3226

| met these people a couple of years ago in Aliceville at a funeral for one of
Vincents daughters. At the time Patricia was working on the Blakeney family .
Sent them copies of Reeds work. Adolph

JimBlake@aol.com wrote:

> Walt-

> The Mary Blakeney you mention as wife of "Vollie" Blakeney, was the first

> wife of Arthur O'Vollie Blakeney, my father's youngest brother. Her maiden
> name was Mary Smith and after her death he married her first cousin, Wilma
> Smith. He went by the name of "Vollie" and he and Aunt Wilma are buried near
> Gordo in Pickens county.

>

> | believe that George Blakeney was James Vincent's son . You will recall

> that old Thomas' will mentioned an heir, the son of his deceased son James,
> one Arthur Blakeney, over 21. This would not fit Arthur's birthdate on the

> stone, of 1891-1964. It would , however, match up with James Vincent, who
> was born in 1850.

>

> | believe that Arthur was an undertaker in Aliceville, Alabama. | think he

> was a batchelor.

>

> Reed
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date: Wednesday, November 03, 1999 10:24 PM
Subject: Jerry's photo:

Dear AL and Kay:

A photo of Jerry will be in the snailmail in the moming. | had more copies made today. Hope all is well with
you and yours. Do you know any background on a James Tollie Holliman 1896 - 1913, buried at Chapel

Hill Cem. ? Neither Walt nor | can find anything on him. Thanks.
Best regards to all, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>

To: Rhodes B. Holliman <Holliman@i-plus.net>; Walt Holliman <waltholli@aol.com>
Date:  Saturday, November 13, 1999 5:25 PM

Subject: [Fwd: ancestors from 10/30/99]

doc and Walt, | have been making my usual errors via e-mail and by
mistake sent one out to the holiiman that is being forwarded. | have no
idea which one of you missed a message. Hope it wasn't the one thanking
wallt for the pictures. My nephew made sure all my usual relatives and
friends are properly in my address book. This should not happen again.

If Al has not answered any querys, let him know. Who knows where | sent
them. speaking of which he does not know Tollie Holliman . Walt sent
you a snailmail on friday. Same for Doc.Love, Kay
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Friday, November 12, 1999 9:49 PM

Subject: The 41st Alabama Infantry

Dear Family:

| made Xerox copies of the muster rolls of Company "H" of the 41st on 20 May 1862, and Company "B" on
29 May 1862. There are many names of significant historic pioneer families on these rolls. Would you like
to receive a set of Co. "H" and Co. "B" ?? | got William's birthdate off of the Co. "B" muster roll: he
declared on 29 May 1862 that he was 29 years old. | recognized many names like Lafayette McCool, buried
at Oid Shepherd [l got a photo] ! You would recognize most of the old Fayette County names.

Spent yesterday and today buming leaves: an endless and thankless job ! But, | got the yard in shape for
winter. We go to the beach [Myrtle Beach] on Sat., the 20th. Reed is joining us on the 21st - 23rd. We are
delighted. There will be some great country music Christmas shows in the fancy big theaters there.

if you hear anything on Charles Williams, please let me know. He and | were buddies from the start: a
grand fellow.

1 will be retuming your other little book next week. It was very funny. Nothing much else to report. I'm still
working on the captions for my Sipsey Safari photo aibum. Love to all, RBH
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5. /4.9 REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIER HONORED

TUsc VewS
Mari(er to

be placed at
Poe’s grave

By ED WATKINS
Staff Writer

Maj. James Poe St. fought in the
American Revolution under the famed
Gen. Francis Marion, “The Swamp
Fox.” Buried in an obscure cemetery
in Fayette County, Poe will be honored
Saturday — 168 years after his death.

Dedication of a marker at Poe’s
grave is planned at 1:30 p.m. at the Poe
Community Cemetery at Newtonville.

The site is owned by Beth and James
Weeks, said Thomas P. Shumaker,
who has done genealogical research on
the Poe family. The cemetery was pre-
viously unmarked and abandoned.

Mrs. Weeks, a descendant of Poe,
inherited the from her father,
the late A.J. Gibson Jr. ‘“‘My father had
known about the cemetery for years

and had showed it to me,” Mrs. Weeks

said.

She said Walter Dockery, a Tusca-
loosa Realtor and land appraiser, be-
came interested in the cemetery while
appraising the property for the Weeks’
about a year ago. Mrs. Weeks showed
Dockery where the cemetery was lo-
cated. They have since built a house
nearby.

Dockery told Shumaker about the
site, and plans were launched to per-
manently mark the grave of the Revo-
lutionary soldier.

At one time the cemetery was in Tus-
caloosa County, where Poe settled long
after the Revolutionary War, but with
adjustment of county lines it now lies in
Fayette County.

According to researchers, Poe was
born in 1750 and joined the American
forces in the Revolutionary War when
he was in his 20s.

Poe served during the war in both
North Carolina and South Carolina,
and most likely also in Virginia.

“‘His rank, of major, would indicate
service that likely extended for the du-
ration of the War. The time spent with

Jimmy Weeks and his son Marty, 8, visit the grave of Maj. James Poe Sr., in the
woods near their new home.

Gen. Francis Marion must show that
James Poe was a very good soldier,” a
research report said.

He traveled with his son, Simon,
around 1825 from Anson County, North
Carolina to Tuscaloosa County. He died
in 1827.

Dr. Henry N. McCarl of Birming-
ham, president of the Alabama Sons of
the American Revolution, will make
the dedication address and unveil the
marker. Mrs. Weeks will accept the
marker.

Retired Air Force Col. W.G. Vorn-
brock of Tuscaloosa will give the wel-

come and the pledge to the flag, han-
dled by the Tuscaloosa County High
School Junior ROTC Color Guard.

Shumaker’ will outline the history of
Maj. Poe. The Rev. Bradley Page will
give the invocation and the benedic-
tion.

The cemetery is about one-half mile
beyond the Fayette-Tuscaloosa County
line off Alabama Highway 171. People
going from Tuscaloosa County should
turn right on a dirt road just past the
Fayette County Soil and Water Conser-
vation sign. |





image4.jpeg
From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: Rhodes B. Holliman <Holliman@i-plus.net>
Date:  Wednesday, November 10, 1999 6:08 PM
Subject: ammunition

Page 1 of 1

Dear Doc,

We have found people to make our shadow box for the boys. Will you
look over the proposed written descriptions and make corrections. Each
item will be labeled and the discussion will follow.

CIVIL WAR AMMUNITION (will be centered)
.58 caliber minie ball

Williams .58 bullet
(zinc plug)

.50 caliber Spencer
(Sharps bullet)

round ball
16# case shot

The .58 caliber minie ball fired from a .58 Springfield Rifled Musket,
1860 modei. Bullet with zinc plug, Williams .58 bullet, used every fifth
round to clean fouling from rifling of the Springfield Musket. The solid
base smaller bullet, .50 caliber Spencer or Sharps bullet, fired from a
copper rim-fire case (like the modern .22 rim fire). The round ball came
from an exploding 16# case, shot from a cannon. The balls were stuck to
the inside of a hollow cannon ball which was fired with a short fuse to
explode over trenches and these balls rained down over the trenches.

All these items were fired by Yankees into Confederate lines at
Petersburg, Virginia,, during 10 months: 1864-1865 at the closing of the
Civil War. This was the longest seige of the war. This ammunition was
hand dug from the battlefield bunkers by Dr. Rhodes B. Holliman,cousin
of Adoiph Blakeney, in 19—

Let us know if this is correct and any suggestion for improvement. Al
and Kay
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From: Doc and Phyllis Holliman <holliman@i-plus.net>
To: alb21@simplecom.net <alb21@simplecom.net>
Date:  Wednesday, November 10, 1999 7:45 PM
Subject: Re.. ammunition

Dear Adolph and Kay:

The descriptive material for the Civil War looks real good: very accurate. You need my excavation date:
1985-1986. Location about 3 blocks from the remnants of the Crater where the Yankees undermined the
Confederate works using Pennsylvania coal miners. The Yankees put 8000 pounds of black powder in this
tunnel and detonated it producing a great hole. Black Yankee troops poured into the crater in attacking the
Rebs and paid dearly for it. A bunch of our family and friends from Fayette County were just north of the
Crater in the trenches of Gracie's Brigade and they were called on to repuise the Black Yankees. My great
grandpa, John Thomas Holliman was there as was Miles Bobo, Comelius Holliman and William Stewart.
They killed the Yankees "in pile the likes of which youv'e never seen”, to quote a letter from William Stewart.

| really like what you are doing for the boys. You might tell them this story because their ammo came from a
nearby ravine.

We go to our condo at Myrtle Beach on Sat., the 20th. Reed is going to be with us on the 21st-23rd. We are
so pleased.

More to come. Love to all, RBH
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From: A.L. Blakeney <alb21@simplecom.net>
To: Rhodes B. Holliman <Holliman@i-plus.net>
Cc: Reed Blakeney <jimblake@aol.com>

Date: Monday, November 08, 1999 11:18 PM
Subject: Jerry alias bearded one

Dear Doc,

Today we received the picture of Jerry and could not get over the
resemblance to the bearded one. it must be him at another age. | have
sent Reed an additional copy of bearded one to send to Walter, do you
think | should get Willie to look at the picture aiso? Walt really made
a keen observation here. Thanks for sending me the picture.

Kay's nephew visited over the weekend and showed her how to get
binary attachments off the computer. We have now read all the info
regarding Capt. John. Glad you two were able to set the record straight.
Is John Smith a cousin? Reed, if you still have it , send us another
copy of Revis' eulogy. | think we can get it now.

We are sorry to learn that Charles is loosing ground. | know
Laudice is upset.

We will send Harvey Blakeney's address to the LA Blakeneys. Harvey
is really interested in the family and has material about the ones in
Ala other than Thomas.

In a few days we will be sending you snailmail in a tube. It is a
map we got in Fayette the other day. Has all the cemeteries listed on
the map. It won't replace your topos, but will let Phyllis see all the
places you have been --and will be seeing.

This is from Kay: When | did the decendants of Newton | left out
William. Is this the correct order: Capt. John, William,
Thomas,Newton, lanthus, Adolph.

Warmest regards to all. Al and Kay








