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* BYCLARKE STALLWORTH
=+ ‘News staff writer

"Thipen strained, flecks of foam
praying from their blowing nostrils, .
nd the'covered wagons creaked and
down the muddy trail.

e hardwoods swaymg gently in

on the slow-moving caravan.

ql”tar, at the end of the line of

v nytn; ‘wagons, a bearded South ;
arolina Tarmer switched his bogs with:
stick; 3rylog to keep up. Some of the
gy Weye more interested in the hicko-
rynugg ‘;,hlch lined the forest floor.

ross the Chattahoochee they came,
ing 38 the shallows from the
ization of Georgia to the .
wildsoFAlabama. Down across the
 ennessee River they came, all their
lwlonxings rattling inside the covered

ians wrapped their blankets

'K'he .
; about them and watched the flood of
people out their hunting grounds.

They kngw - the creakings of the wagon
heellxu a death knell. Soon they )
Mdmmgo,nndthewme man'’s
an.ly a momenury consola-.

i l'l' 18 ALABAMA. 1830.
171920, a year after Alahama be- |

ame § state, the population reached

27,000 By 1830, aimost 310,000 people
i lived in‘Alabama. And it kept jumping,
about 200,000 every 10 years, as people
South.Carolina, North Caroling and
Georgil reached out for greener, and
. #-richer, pagtures, " .

A 13-year-old boy, E.A. Powell, wrot
bout coming to Alabama in February 1
of 1830: .w :

road fft Eyiton. Elyton was the first
¢ townXeyer saw in Alabama. It was
 there’Exaw the first Stage Coach Ihad
"_ever-seen. To me it was rather a big '
sight tadée one man holding the reins of
four’Bities, and they nearly at full

. Dal&sg ty, some 20 miles north of
“Selma.'They did fairly well, wrote Pow:
I, futhe

rogt:0 W‘W cabin whic| was to be”

 the.chill February winds, looked dowa. -
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THEY CAME TO STAY

ff‘(),ilght fear, hardshlp,'

l tay In 1he e el

&béb&tzbbﬂ-l‘ré&b <

- “Bufgever wil) 1 forget the complete
break d6wn of Mother, when we drove

up to the:very poor apology for a cabin -
in wluclrwe were to live that year. She ¢
had been used to the comforts of life, ;
and being in feeble health, the contrast -
seemed more than she could. bear and.,
touse acommon phrase, she justlet go.
“‘But the kind old gentleman from

whom: father had rented some land,

came to the cabin, at once took in the :

situation, and spoke words of kindness
and encouragement to mother; told her
there was a better time coming. and l‘or
her not to give way. b

THE OLD MAN brnught a hand aaw.
anauger.and a “draw knife.” |

“He told mother hé would show her
how to'make an Alabama bedstead. A

few heart pine rails;, and some old
hoardsTilled up the timber bill, andin a -

very.short time he had improvised a

bedstead:standing on one leg in each *
~corner of the backend of the cabin, and

motherput up her beds.

¢‘By.this time, the genuine klvdnm
"andpleasant remarks of the man,
uncultiypted as they were, had pro--
duced a happy change in mother’s feel- - -~~~

ings,-and I don’t think that I ever saw

her in after life, come 5o near givingup .
“again

In March 1810, a &yenr\-old girl left

remembers them pulling up. -

_ South Carolina with her family, head- . -~

““We.égme down the old Hontsville |





image2.jpeg
ing for Ft. Stoddert (near present-day
Mount Vernon). She later wrote:

1t was a wild road, I know, and we
were often attended by the Indians, in
whom we had no confidence. Pa slept
with arms (a gun) under his head, and
any stir among the horses at night rous-
ed all and put them on their guard.

“Sometimes I rode on a pack horse,
but was always in a glee when mounted
on one by myself, and allowed to follow

. my humour in keeping the path (for

road there was none in places) or wan-
dering off at short distances amongst
the undisturbed shade of trees which
encroached on the track we traveled.

““At'night I remember being always
the busiest in running from the tent to
‘the fires where supper was preparing.
The coffee in a tin cup was delicious.”

These were the remembrances of
Sarah Haynesworth, later the wife of
Gov. John Gayle and the mother of
Amelia Gayle, who married Josiah
Gorgas.

There was one group which left Geor-
gia and headed for Crumly Chapel in
Jefferson County. There were grown-
ups and 30 children traveling in covered

wagons. Mrs. W.C. Ferrill later wrote:

:f“»«‘_“FIRST JESSE MILLER'S horse
"had run away and torn up the wagon .

necessitating leaving on the spot. Jonas
Wheeler's horse got sick en route and
the caravan was halted while it was
treated, Next, Lawson Young's steer
balked and John Wheeler got up a trade
with a settler encountered on the road
and traded it off for one that would pull
itsshare of the load."

‘“The next trouble on'the same day
came when Jim Glasgow’s bow for his
yoke of steers broke and the band was

" held up until it could be repaired. Then
- while they were halted at Cave Springs,

Ga., to repair damages, the children
scattered pell-mell in the woods to pick
up chestnuts, and the women of the
group were almost in hysterics for fear
some would get lost in the woads.”

A 37-year-old widow, Mrs. Sarah
Jane Lide Fountain, kept a diary as the
family pushed from South Carolina to
Dallas Countyin the mid-1830s. She
wrote: AR

“17th. Thursday. Passed through
Columbus, not very much pleased with
its appearance, tho' a pretty smart lit-
tle down, saw & good many Indians
there, cross the Chattahoochee river,
and entered the Indian nation with
gloomy feelings, traveled 10 miles over
a dreadful road and have now taken up
camp near a grog-shop where the In-
dians are making a great noise.

“‘20th. Sabbath. Several of the ne-
groes sick, weather cloudy and gloomy,
we all met at 12 o’clock and had prayer
imeeting. Quite a thunderstorm tonight,
rained very hard, tents leaked a goad
deal. .

“21st. Monday. A very gloomy morn-

" ing. Pa sold one team of oxen for a little .

Indian pony this morning, saw a good
many Indians today, and the most of
them drunk, but appeared innocent,
roads sloppy and muddy, crossed Cale-
ba swamp, a very bad place, a long
(rough) causeway, and steep bank on

i (the other side), and water 1geep, a};}k :

drizly day, traveled about 1] miles.

*‘26th, Saturday. Weathir more fa-
vourable. Set out about § o’clock this
morning crossed Old Town Creek, pass-
ed over (some) long muddy hills, cross-
ed Mush Creek, passed through Pleas-
ant Hill, and have at length after a
tedious journey of five weeks and two
days reached our place of destination, -
feel worse than I have done since I left
home, every thing seems gloomy and
melancholly (sic) to me.,

‘‘Oh! how I would rejoice if I were
only back to good old Darlington (South
Carolina) again, traveled 14 miles
today.”

L] &

(Note: These examples of ploneers .
moving to Alabama were taken from
Alabama: A’ Documentary History to
1900, by Dr. Lucille Griffith of the
University of Montevallo. The book was
published by the University of Alabama
Press and probably is the best book on
Alabama history available.—~CJS)








