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Hello again, Doc, (o

This newspaper article was from the Arkansas Democrat of
Sunday, August 19, 1945.1t is about my uncle, Col.Jemes
L. Blakeney."Uncle Jim" as T knew him, was a career Army
Officer and during the thirty years that he served he was
stationedjust about everywhere.He was statened in England
during the war, and this is where the described events
took place.

Uncle Jim married his third cousin, Mary Blakeney, who
was a daughter of John Oscar Blakeney. Mrs. H.E.
Rilley whos picture Is shown was not his sister as the
caption states, but his wife's sister.

1 was intrigued by this article because of an e-mail
exchange that I had recently had with Rhonda Blakeney
Jordan.

I had been trying to figure out where Julia Blakeney, b
1738, £it in the family.I assumed that she was born in
Ireland since her date of birth was 1738, and the first
Blakeney that I knew of in America arrived ebout 1750.1
knew that she was not Capt.John's wife.so I thought that
maybe she was his sister, and had come to America with -
him,so I posted an inquiry in the Blakeney Family Forum
asking if anyone knew who, if any one, Came to America
with John. I got a reply from Rhonda in which she said
that she also thought that John and Julia might be
brother and sister, but she took it a step farther and
wondered if the John Blakeney who was listed as a will
witness in 1750 might mot be their father.

The Rev. William Newcome Blakeney Told Uncle Jim that
this was the Jonh Blakeney who came to America in
1750.This portrait, which was painted before 1750, Shows a
man of some age (Bald like me). Our Capt John would have
been only 18 years old in 1750, so this could not have
been our Capt. John, but could very well have been Capt.
John's father

Is it not posible that this John Blakeney came to America
in 1750 bringing his 18 year od son (our Capt. John) and

his 12 year old daughter (the mistery girl, Julia)’ with
him?

I think that Rhonda's theory is very plausable!
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Katopcan theater of war.

Colonel Blakeney sorved overseas as
& chaplain in World War 1, but it was
duting World War 11 that relationship
was cstablished with, his ancestral
forehears in, England,

I allcame about when Colonel
Blakencs, who was stationed in Eng-
lond with “American. General Hend-
quarters a5 senior chapiain of {he
ARF, was inviled to conduct a Thanks
Jiving service and proaching in West-
minster Abbey for American. troops
and their friends, Needless to say,
U Abbey was erowded and many
were unable o get in for he service,
All branches of {he military and navel
secvices on duty in and near London
were reprasented in that service
Being the first non-Anglican or free
chutchman ever o be accorded the
privilege of conducting a sorvice in
Westiinster Abbey, the incident re-
ceived much publicity in the London
papors,

Within a few days Colonel Blake-
ey received  mesaage from the Rov,
Viium Newcomo Blakenoy, a retired
uinstc of the Church of England,
kin; that he call on him at hia home,
1 was during his visit that & most
Ielightul experienc of tracing family
clationship occurred,

“The Rev. William Newcome Blukes
ey, 3 man of 80 years of go and ac.
i mentally and physically, knew sil
e fumily history, Whey ' Colonel
biakency mentioned that his Ameri.
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When Colonel Blakeney visited

retired, presented the Little Rock Army chapl

the bishop, the Rev, Mr, Blakeney,

with this painting

which is mor than 200 years old. The subject is swashbuckling Caplain

Jack Blakeney of the American Colonial forees of the

carly day Tndian wars,

can forcbears dated back {o Capt, John
Blakenoy, who settled in North Caro-

na in 1750, Rev. Blakency pointed to
an oil portrait on his wall. It was &

portrait_of Captain John which had
been in his possession for many years.
In fact the portrait s more than 200
years old, having been p

to 1750,

ed prior
Rov. Blakeney, being alone,
less, was_delighted to give

to Colonel Blakeney to
bring to America, where it would be
cherished by direct descendants of
Capt. John Blakency.

HE pictus

is now in the hbme of
Mis. H. E. Rilley, 4320 Lee, of
this city, Mrs. Rilley was formerly
Miss Martha Blakency, daughter of
Mis. 3. O, Blakeney, 121 Brown St,
and is a sister-in-law to Col. James
L. Blakeney. Colonel Blakeney was
married to & distant cousin of the
same name,  Mrs, Blakeney died sey-
eral years ago. Mrs. Rilley is now
keepfug the  pieture  while Colonel

Revolutionary and

Blakeney Is on duty with the 9th Sery-
ice Command with headquarters. in
Sall Lake Ciy.

The subject of the portrait, Capt.
John Blakeney, was born in Ireland
about 1782 and setled n. Granvitie
County, North Carolina, about 1750,
Cauptaint Johin eft Treland shortly after
the Rebelion there, ‘and. Tike many
others who fled to Amorica and settled
in Virginia and the Carolinas, posscss-
ed an carnest desie 1o aid In (he
Velopment of the land 38 well ss in
civil and religious freedom. The vast
wilderness in which they cast their
lot inspired a self-teliant spirit of
frepdom that well prepared them for
the stirging events In which they were
shortly Yo play such a sitai part,

Accordini to Colonel. Blakency's
family records, oh Nov, 16, 1775, donn
Blakeney was'elecled tapain of the
Miliia and commissioned by the Pro-
vincinl Congess b raise o compiny,
hix com: ion bearing date of Nov.
30, 1775, The company. was part ‘of
Colonel Lemuel Benton's regiment

for many years.
‘The history of the Blakeney fariily
In England dates back to the time of
William the Conqueror. Prior to that
time the family had lived in Franc
where the name was de Blakency,

JORD_ William Blakeney, a major

general in the British Army, was
one time_governor of Minorei. His
romaing were buried in Westminstor
Abbey in 1701, Brig, Gen. 7. B, Blakos
ney, ‘now tetired from the  British
Army and Jiving in London, w
chargo of railways in Egypt for soma
time and at the opening of the famous
fomb of King “Tul" was presens with
Lord Carnarvon, who was m chargs
of the exploration,

The Rev. Wm. N. Blakeney, who
presented the portiait o ¢
Blakeney in August of 1943, wa
in 1054
tiie Clutch of Engls
on his estate at Workingham, Reading,
England, for many years. He is a
very active man for one of his age
and has helped the war éffort by pro-
viding food from his orchard and
vogelable gardens duting the  food
shortage in England.

The present owner of thé portralt,
Col, James L. Blakeney of Litile Rock
holds a DD degeee from Ouachita Col-
lege, Arkadelphia. Colonel Blakeney
went from school 1o the Army as a
chaplain and has remained to make
that s lifc's work. He is @ mombor
of Immanucl Buptist Chureh of Litls
Tock,
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