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WiLL F. FRANKE & CompAny o 1&‘] :
REAL ESTATE at b A/W}r
A
BIRMINGHA, ALABAMA % e o
Jane 12, 1941 W p-o i\ ;/
Mr. A H. Fox,
60 Court Street, Mi
West Point, liss.

My dear Mr. Foxs

My attention was called last evening by lir. Alec C. lontgomery,
of this eity, %o a copy of a letter written by you %o ilrs. liontgomery and
published yesterday in the Birmingham News, in whieh you enquire about old
Salem Hill school and for any information concerning your uncle Prof. Jacedb
He Baker.

I do not recall how early Jacob Baker came to Jefferson County,
but he married into the Rockei$ family, his wife having boen the dsughter of
and a sister of the late T. 7. Rockett of Birmingham,
and he lived near old Jonesboro, where he was the proprietor and taught a
number of terms of school at Salem Hill, which was logated just below the
viilage of Jonesboro, in that day, and still is, a very picturesque spot.
The Rookets getiled at what ig now about the eastern borders of the City of
Bessemer neer the road on the way to Birmingham. 014 Salem Hiil was about
the location of the old Prince home. Prof. Baker was for some years a
moving spirit inm the oid Caanan Baptist Church at Jonesbore, but at a time
of its great division he seems $0 have removed to the Rubama Commnity, up
the Georgis Road, several miles east of old Elyton (there was them not even
a dream of the great city of Birmingham which has grown up in the cotton
and corn fields of this valleyl. Near the Ruhama Baptist Cmurch, which is
the second Baptist church organiszed in this county, and which new and modera
church edifice stands very nearly on the same site of the original church,
he established & very flourishing school at which a great many of the young
men of Jefferson and adjoining counties received their education from him.

Prof. Baker had not & single mercernary trait im his character;
when a yoush pleaded peverty as an excuse for not attending school, he
instantly offered a full course of tuition free, only provided they would
furnish their own provisions. He never, for a momen$, allowed the guestion
of dollars and cents to prove an obstacle in the path of any boy or girl
who craved an education; on the contrary, he promptly and in the most kindly
menner removed such obstructioms, and cleared, for them, the noble and useful
patheway of learning. It was such noble men as Prof Jacob H. Baker and
and Prof. W. D. Lovett who years after foilowed Prof. Saker that developed
the school spirit among the Baptist at Ruhama and in the siate generally
which has now been organised into Howard College, of Birmingham, Alabama.
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-~ ~Prof. Baker richly deserved a lasting monument to his memory.

. Somé years sgo I was a member of the Jafferson County Board of Education,
serving with Dr. Cunningham Wilsom, and he told me of J=cob Baker. He told
how $hat some thirty or forty years ago a group of his former students, then
old men themselves, had sought his grave to erect a momment to his memory.
He said he remembered that for some reason he was buried at night, and he
thought his students, among them the late Robert Greene Hewitt and Prof.
Weldrop, had not been able to locate his grave, but a reference to my
tomb-stone records discloses that he was buried in the Esst Lake Cemetery,
which is near the Ruhsma Chmrch. His marker bears the following inscription:

"Prof. JACOB H. BAKER

EE¥R "Sorn #pril 14, 1809 (South Carolina)
"Died 4pril 9, 1861 (Jefferson County, Alabama)

"in upright and most useful akkiszen.

One of the greatest educators of youth

in his day. A benefactor to his race.
Aifter life's fitful fever, he sleeps well.
Hrected by his gquondam pupils as a mark
of their esteem and veneretion.”

Poot marker shows:
"Je He Be™

I note that you request Mrs. lMontgomery to have this looked
up for you and to send you a bill of the cost. Now, I sent you the in-
formation you requested, and I am perhaps the ome men in éxistence who
could have done this for yow, for you see I have been collecting date
on the pioncer history of this Birminghem District for many, many years.
1 have a tramseript of the inscriptions on the merkers of graves in
perhaps near a thousand cemeteries, big and little, all of which I have
patiently compiled that I might have the greatest possible amount of data
from which to fashion an sathentic history of the early days of this
commnity. FNow, my bill, and you can pay it in full, just by taking
your pen and writing me all about yourself, your family, all you know
about your uncle Jacob H. Baker and your mother's people so that I can
have that in my files too.

Yours very cordially,

%Lwd/'%/ﬂ M/té /

¥ill F.
513 Norsh xht Street,

Birmingham, Alabama.

P. S. I omitted to say that so far as I know, Jacob H. Baker never taught
at old Elyton, but in old Elyton's territory, as noted above.

s A e GO
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abmat U Hime of thie traadle, “rof. Baior moved with his family %o adbmt
iz miloe Zusterly o “hore Bizminchun proper I8 now locoted, and his sife
becane one of the Darter mevbers of Nubam Baptist Cilmpch. Accoriing tO
ny wnderstaiing "uban Saptist Charoh wes formed fu dcptember 1019 and
3z te seeond oldest Baplist Mmweoh in Jefferom Coanty, ilabaa. There
18 w0 rocord of PreY. Daker hevine Joined at Ruhume. Nowever, he founded <
o scheol, =djolning the 01é Cherdk, shich svidently wae locatad at adout
the vear of the o0ld Chawch Ballding, at 77th Tt., ond 2nd dvomue South,
this Oify. Toe Bailding was a fwo room slack loe achosl, with mud chlmmayse
Here he Iulped to educate the yowoebers of this County, and muny of his
stad-ats bocame swoceseful business swm a0d women of 9is Tounty, wd helped
to mild Brmliginn. oot of bis students are nOv desd, tut their storles
of his teachings aml peticnde llve on. e was 2 very sustese med, a striot
disciplinarian, yet Bs wis gemercus and Kin?ly. %o mst have had a fine
chamster and Toreeful sorsorality, for mangy rears aftor his death, & growp
of his mepils undsrtook consiiferalle supence t0 srect ic Mis memorp, and
om hic greve s suitible mumment. The tmotetion on thic mmumcat has alveady
Poen fure iiod yom DY Hve TYLEIG. o vas cup 09sd o lave beom Yaried ab
pisht on Bie desth i 186l. ot mmch as mowm asz % vhy this i» domo, DAS
this much is Wowm. Re owwed als g with meabors of hie famlly wascrons slaves,
and the story 1s #hat durise the waur they triad %o save Dair frvestzoml,
W mvinr $hdy Tanillse @a » t0 Plovida, vhich van hen a wilé coontey.
At amy rato, Bis wife, and six childven moved t0 Jouth Florida, near what is
nov Bradentowe. Only ene of ese sls cbildsem mar~fed, ond omly ome hild
was born to the davshier whe 413 warry. Thoy wore supposed %o lnve
considerable woney out of land fovestoents In that aress Two of ¢
Ganghtors ¢486 of tutmroviesis, snd them the mother Jod, the two older brothers
and other Amachiors llved bopsther wntil all dled. They are borisd at Jmeon
Plorids. ©m my uext trip dm Vere I 1ntnd lo look wp the turlal ground.
e

he father of Prof. Jaeob H. Baker, vho vas/RumEk Suker, was
seonosed to beve mome back to Somth Careoline afler hlis childven settled
pear Jomestoro. O 2 later visii to his sea's plantation in Talker County,
De contrected typhold fewer, sad is uried st Jaspe ilabasa, WW SIEy
milos fmm heres

BRe¥
i

By Hother, iamis lizabeth 3sker Folliman [1iviag), is tha
Ganchtes of Cesrpe “ashinston Nokerl{deccasedd, +ho was the sop of Framk
{o® fmncls Nicinad Bakerj, the deother of Prof. Jaood . Juimv. Therefore he
was my ereat-creat Uncle, i since you ure oy Grand-fathor. George T'. Bakor'slst
Cuusin, yov wonld be my Thiwed Coumine

: Theye cre many doscon@ants of the Daker faully in Jefferoon, Talker
and Papotte Comties, snl of course there sre muy storics of Civil War
aotivitie s, and of Profe Jucod H. Tekow, of interest to ens 1lke wyself.

of Hps ieC. Hovtgum sy, to whose wife you urite for the orizizal informtien
abozt Prof. Baker, and 1 rogord this a2 come what of a cobucldences
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g West Point, Miss., June 27th, 1941

Sarsh L. Baker, i
Tusealoosa, Ala.

Your letter in answer to inquiry of mine to Mrs. iontgomery at old Elitonm,
Ala, about my algelic old mother's brother, Prof. J. H. Baker, whose wortal
resains lay at rest nearby, and what is now Biraingham. I got your letter
and am writing you concerning inquiries made of me about our folks ete. iy
sother was Uellilah Baker fox, a sister to J.H., Frank and Harvey Baker and
drs. Yones who dled long ago near Jasper, #la. Yes, uy name 1s Hicks Fox

and in 1874 i visited when a boy, #unt Fannie Baker, wno .ived on North Hiver
near Mdorth Port. 4unt Fannie was such a fine kind old lady end I learned to
love her very much. At the time, there were with her two sons Jon and Harvy,
and two 1ittle girls, whose nsmes were Lela and jontie. Harvy was & boy
about 15 years old, &nd he and * went over to 1ip's house nearby to see him
and Uncle Frank, wno wes them living with Tip; & son, Adolph, wes 1iving then
I think with Tip. I suppose that your brother, Hicks fox, was named by your
father after ue, we were both just boys wien I was him at iunt Fanniets in
%arch, 1874, Wy fataer was J. T. Fox, and he and my mother were married near
North Port on North River in about 1840 and soon moved to “ississippi, where
ay father preached all his .ife and is buried at old Bethary, one of the
churches where e preached for fort¥ years. My mother went to live with amy
oldest sister in Texas &fter father's death in 1883, and is buried at a small
country church in West Texas, where she died; living with ay sister whose
husband was a merchant, and owned a large cattle ranch in 1888. &ll of our
fauily are dead except myself and I am 87 years old and feeule, &y youngest
daughter and I live at the old home.

#y oldest daughter married a ir. Xeethy; and is & United States Auditor, and
for the present is in Tampa, Florida. iy oldest son is employed by the
U.S.Government in a large airplane factory and has the manageaent of it in
Buffalo, New lork, where ne continues in Government employ and where he has
heen employed for 30 years or more; the government holds on to himj he is a
bachelor. 4y youngest son lives in Jackson, Hiss. Please send this letter
to Lucy Baker, Jasper, 4la.,, it will answer a letter I have from her. Cod
bless youe.

(Signed) A. H, Fox.
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West Point, Miss. Jure 27th, 1941

Sarah L. Baker,
Tusealoosa, Ala.

Your letter in answer to inquiry of mine to irs. iontgomery at old Eliton,
Ala, about nmy algelic old mother's brother, Prof. J. H. Baker; whose wortal
resains lay at rest nearby, and what is now Biraingham. I got your letter
and am writing {ou concerning inquiries made of me about our folks etec. My
zsother was Uelllah Baker Yox, a sister to J.H.,, Frank and Harvey Baker and
drs. Jones who died long ago near Jasper, #4la. Yes, my name is Hicks Fox
 and in 1874 i visited when a boy, 4unt Fannie Baker, wno .ived on North &iver
near dorth Port. 4unt Fannie was such a fine kind old lady and I learned to
love her very much. At the time, there were with her two sons Jom end Harvy,
and two little girls, whose ncmes were Lela and jontie. Harvy was a boy
about 15 years old, &nd he and * went over to Iip's house nearby to see him
and Uncle ¥rank, wno was them living with Tip; & son, Adolph, wes 1iving then
I think with Tip. 1 suppose that your brother, Hicks Fox, was named by your
father after ue, we were both just boys when I was him at sunt Fannie's in ;
farch, 1874, My father was J. T. Fox, and he and my mother were married near
lorth Port on North River in about 1840 and soon moved to 4ississippi, where
my father preached all his .ife and is buried at old Bethany, one of the
churches where ne preached for fortv years, Uiy mother went to live with my
oldest sister in Texas sfter Father's death in 1883, and is buried at a small
country church in West Texas, where she died; living with my sister whose
husband was a merchant, and owned a large cattle ranch in 1888, 4ll of our
family are dead except myself and I am 87 years old and feeule. 4y youngest
daughter and I live at the old home.

My oldest daughter married a dr. Keethy; and is & United States Auditor, and
for the present is in Tampa, Florida. iy oldest son is employed by the
U.8,Covernuent in a large airplane factory and has the managenent of it in
Buffalo, New lork, where ne continues in Government employ and where he has
heen eamployed for 30 years or more; the government holds on to him; he is a
bachelor., iy youngest son lives in Jackson, idiss. Please send this letter
gg Lucy Baker, Jasper, 4Ala., it will answer a letter I have from her. God

‘ €S8 you.

(Signed) 4. H, Fox.





