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Another reason I hate to retire is that I get some nice trips that somebody
else pays for, and that's quite an incentive to stay. I'm really excited
now about a trip coming up in May, to Hawaii. Lawyers Title - the company
I worked for for so long - has what they call a leadership conference and
this year it's in Hawaii. We barely qualified, but we did it, and Lynn and
I are going. And, while I'm there, I decided I'd stay and see the rest of
the islands. We'll be on the Big Island (with the volcano), but we're going
to Maui, Oahu and Kawai before we come home a week later. That week will
cost me, but the 5 days on the Big Island and air fare will be paid for.

And speaking of shorter trips, if you want to go to Caines Ridge sometime
this summer, I'll meet you there. Wonder if they still have a Holliman
reuinion the thrid Sunday in September? Guess they don't if we don't do it.
Still can't realize the line of First Cousins are now top - or head - of
the line. And they're going, too. Charles Holliman called me the day after
Cecil died, or I would have come to Birmingham for his funeral. I am glad

I stopped to see him when I was in Birmingham, same time I saw you all.

I'm sorry I don't keep up with people. I am in a rut, going to work,coming
home, getting ready for the next day. If you all ever feel like you'd like
a week-end in Atlanta, please call me and ''come on down." We have a extra
bedroom and would be delighted to have you. Surely we'll soon have some
good weather ~-and we haven't had the snow you've had in Tennessee.

Seems silly to sign this "Love' when it's the first letter probably I ever
wrote you in my life, but I do love my relatives. It's just that our paths

went in such different directions. Maybe I inherited that from the Hollimans,
if they couldn't even keep up with Green 60 years ago!

So.

Love,

1
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904 Kings Court NE
Atlanta, GA 30306
May 24,, 1989

Dear Bishop

Five months is a long time to take to respond to someone who gave me
such startling news in your letter. However, I have tried many, many
times to call you and never reached you. I have gotten terrible
about writing letters. I think all of the years of writing home once
or twice a week used up all my words -- especially, since so many of
them were fabricated, enlarged, denied or otherwise not exactly the
truth during my pre-divorce days with Ed......Not that divorce ended
much for me except relief from monetary obligations, as I continued
to take care of him lots of times until he finally killed himself

in 1980, 17 years of marriage and 15 years of more or less divorce.
In his final days, of all things, he had'taken up with" a Baptist
minister's widow at the retirement home where he lived. Too bd he
couldn't have met her sooner. Well, anyway, I don't suppose I'd do
anything very different if I had it to do over.

I have said many times that living alone is not nearly so bad as
living with somebody else when the conditions are not good. Probably
having been an only child helped me, because I was not used to having
people around. In fact, when Lynn came back home to live I jthought

I couldn't stand it! That must have been 6-7 years ago, so I am used
to it now, and nearly used to the cats and dogs, too! And I would miss
her. She's been very good to me, but it did require some adjustment.

Hope you are adjusting and that the hordes of women descending on
you - in case they did - haven't been too distracting.

Recently some Ashcraft cousins - about 2nd or 3rd = were in town and
wanted to_ look at some old pictures, so in getting them together I
went through a bunch of stuff and found a letter from Grandma Holliman
written on small tablet paper in pencil. I took it to the office and
enlarged it, and am sending you a copy. Two copies, in fact. On one
T have attempted to translate. You will notice that she added and'e"
on the end of nearly everything.

One of my Mother's stories about her hinged on a misunderstanding

caused by the "e." As you probably know, she was jealous of her boys
and didn't want any of them to marry, although she later reconciled
herself to that fact and learned to love their wives --with the exclusion
of Delaney, because Uncle Eck died before the reconciliation took place.

Anyway, during the early days of the marriage of Nettie & Leland, while
my mother was trying to get in her good graces, she wrote and said she
wanted a nice "cape." Mother, of course, was an excellent seamstress
and so make her a nice velvet cape. Grandma Holliman was incensed over
it because she had asker her for a cap! You will understand when you
try to read this letter.

I wish I knew the year she wrote it. Obviously before Grandpa Holliman
died and after you and I were born. I think he died when I was 10 or 12.
(I was born in 1918) You probably have the exact date.
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That released another memory - which might or might not be interesting.
Anyway, here goes:

After Grandpa's funeral we started back to Tuscumbia, and

I was aware that Mother and Daddy were having a serious type
conversation, not really pleasant, but really not very aware
of or interested in it. 1()Seems like we used to know so little.
Any 10-year old toda}l would know more than I did at 18).
Finally, Daddy said "Ok, we'll just go back'' and turned the
car around and we went back and spent at least one night,.
They put a cot for me in the exact same place the casket

had been that day. It was eerie, and I didn't like it a bit..

Why they went back, what triggered the apparent guilty conscience
over not staying, I have no idea, and I remember nothing of what
happened while we were there.

The truth of the matter is that I remember very little of my visits there.
I, of course, remember the rundown, unpainted shed of a house they lived
in, the tall steps down from the kitchen (from which I threw one of those
china wash bowls and broke it, trying to empty the water), sitting on the
front porch with Grandpa and helping him shell peas, and I remember Cecil
saying you could always tell when a Holliman died because there were so
many goodlooking people in town! I thought Cecil was so debonair, and he
was from a big city, too.

Chaarles used to come to Atlanta occasionally, ‘and he was a nice lookin

man, too, and I notice you said he could pass for 61 instead of 8l. And now
I'm 70, glad to be alive, but hating the fact that I'm 70 years old. I
thought my ._parents were so old when they were in their 50's. Time surely
alters your perspective.

I am sorry about Euhal, and I didn't know. I probably would have come for
the funeral. It is a shame that I don't maintain contact with my cousins.
I am strongly thinking about the 2nd Sunday in September this year. I just
got up and looked at the map, and I suppose you go through Huntsville. I
would go through Birmingham. My biggest problem is that I have to be in
Savannah on the 13th, that's Wednesday following the second Sunday, and is
in exactly the opposite direction. But I'l11l see about it. Let me know
your plans, because I probably won't know anybody else.

As to the current situation with the Bridges - I retired at the end of
1988, Thelast working day of the month was the 30th, my_ birthday, and
that seemed an appropriate time to quit. I'm doing some part time work,
too, back at my old office, and I also worked for an attorney in Decatur
GA during March. January was great, cold and misgrable, and glad to be
at home. I napped three or four times a day. (ﬁeal} was tired and

worn out.); February we spent a week in Florida, and I spent a long week-
end in Greensboro NC, and with working in March, I thought retirement
wasn't so bad. April cured me. No outside work - except outside in the
yard, and I thought I'd never get tired of that, but I did. So I was
glad when they called me back to "straighten ou" my office. The plans I
made for a peaceful transaction didn't work since the two top people didn't
speak. It hasn't been pleasant, but I love the money. I discovered after
retirement that I have a serious addicition - to money, or payda}, Unclé
Sam's check is just not enough.
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Lynn works part time, occasdionally. This month she is working for the
Dogwood Festival, and she manages a rock band -- that's different for
the Holliman's, isn't it?

We are both in good health. I-had cataracts, and had lens implants in
both eyes last summer, so I see better now without my glasses than I
used to with them. Still have to wear the pesky things, though,,because
of astigmatism. I had surgery last April, following a monstrous belly-
ache, so they removed my gall bladder and both ovaries at the same time.
(I thought they had atrophied by now from non-use, but instead they had
grown cysts and tumors --non malignant, thank God.) No complications,
and I was back at work in 5 weeks. My scar still itches, but that's a
minor complication, and sometimes a social handicap.

Now you see why I don't write letters? When I get started, I can't
stop -- and you mayhave stopped reading long ago!

We have two phones now, as I anticipated doing some work at home, and
the message on the answering machine suitable for and giving information
about playing dates for a rock band is not really consistent with a
quasi-legal type image I need to project on the phone.

So - mine is 404-876-6879, and Lynn's is the one that has been in the

phone book all these years - 404-873-6453. We can each talk on the
other phone, however.

The number I got from information for you is 615-526-5478. If that's
not right, let me know, and I will call you up. Then you wont have
to read these long letters every 4 or 5 years!

Sincerely .

Ry Ny

Marguen(te





image11.jpeg
m“"l "‘Mf A “‘//(g') /7[ / p1A# L /»“3“7 1925
g l\l [ ”ﬂ( .,,, 4‘37 ,,r/.f' /.1/. A





image12.jpeg




image13.jpeg
“foaneennnnnneiitean





image14.jpeg
AALLE Claig s e Tz gyt
/Zﬂy{/ /1}'& @f' /p’.ﬁ"’t f g;,/,‘g {;2





image15.jpeg




image16.jpeg
b /=02

D e ol Hed 7000 2 1
- 7 e ¢ o
e 2 LTl et
bkl o g T
ﬂf&xf/}w&?%ﬁ’m Ho S blig oA
misdiin v DL At ol SET Ao plone
ok v o el o o [l
%WM Jke o me TR L e
VA é% D e fe Cpilibudy semithey
b Ao e LD G B e gy
‘WM.M*QW A;M«"]
el fr C D sl i AR e s
wwwwfww _

%-/, e c;_,u,(/](—rv 2o





image17.jpeg
e Wasr 251992
W C\{W

1w ‘i&z05,w/u Ko
v 0 g %pwlﬁﬁz.%’z,go;
1095 ot Detnon OF -

Corbandls . T 3%521

s Nebhiaon y |
am ol i man
BT e~ et T
9 dpd @W:Zﬂf buno o Jod atenn? sy
Sapes Hﬂ//fmn,glM‘W% (bd wn O drovndd
Co Tn'on 18505, N muarced
©l:sabeth Sackson owe wrod 13 wlol i
lg50 1 940024’“ lo . :Y&/Maﬁ 2l ispan 758/13&54‘/4
Sackson oo rmamced abnd 1556, By (860
g sane <o Ui Burew Co (L0dnirw Oo i 18%3) AR
My Avcd o IR sk 0y lindin A 40 &id
Huw chldin 3 WMW
LOWM vaeuﬂfﬁ hoie %HMW
. d) 1859' Vot . 0 dund wold GibBbia
L who e pmlmﬁmmmxz%
; {am%man- . o )
W 3 .
e ekl g

Kesha, %[M





image18.jpeg
LAW OFFICES OF
HOLLIMAN, SHOCKLEY & KELLY

JAMES A. HOLLIMAN 2491 PELHAM PARKWAY

IGHWAY 31, AT OAK MOUNTAIN)
CANDICE J. SHOCKLEY* 1610 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH A, ALABAMA 35124
THOMAS L. KELLY BESSEMER, ALABAMA 35020 YELEPHONE (205) 6630281
, TELEPHONE (205) 424-5494 FAX (205) 663.9464

7 N
OB HOREIE FAX (205) 424-6559
* MEMBER FLORIDA AND

GEORGIA BAR

February 26, 2002

Mr. Bishop Holliman
P. O. Box 1095
Cookeville, TN 38503

Dear Bishop:

| was glad to receive a letfter from you. For years, | have
heard Dad talk about you and your family. | don't know if we have ever
had the opportunity to meet.

Mother remembers the trip to Fayette County approximately
three years ago. That was the year before Dad died.

| wish | had become more interested in family history before
Dad's death, because he and Cecil certainly knew a lot of family history.
In recent years | have taken an interest in Confederate history and
especially the activities of our family-during the war. If you happen to
have any information in that regard, please send it on.

My cousin, Rhodes, and | have been keeping in touch with
each other. | am sure he would love 1o hear from you. His address is: Dr.
Rhodes Holliman, 5684 Howell Drive, Dublin, Virginia 24084.

The Valentine's story was real good. We received cards and
letters from all over the State of Alabama. We were contacted by people
that we had not heard from in thirty or forty years. The article was both in
the local and in the statewide editions of The Birmingham News. Judy
and | could not take two steps at church the Sunday after the article
appeared without being stopped by people wanting o talk about the
article.
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If there is anything | can ever do for you, please let me know.
Love, e
James A. Holliman

JAH\dt
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Cookeville, Tennessee 38503
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April 7, 1987

Dear Bishop and Jerry,

About two years ago - or was it three - Bishop and I sat by the pool at the
Holiday Inm in Birmingham and I promised that I'd send him copies of some
correspondence I knew I had somewhere between my Dad and Uncle Jim. Well,

guess what! Tearing the house up trying to find the title to a car I was
trying to sell, I found some of the letters.

The earliest one is 2/19/29 and is written to Delaney, Eck's wife. I was
11 years old when he died, although I remember myself being much younger
And I vividly remember my Daddy crying.

I have no recollection of hearing anything about Eck's bad health, although
there is some reference to it in some of these letters.

4 1 certainly don't understand the quitclaim deed with reference to the "Anniston

House" and the homeplace. Evidently Eck owned the homeplace, and they wanted
to put title to that house in the old folks in exchange for the Anniston house.

In a letter to Daddy, he says something about having the old folks made a deed
to him and he'd be the sole owner. I'm pretty sure that never happened, and
I can't figure how he got the 1/2 interest in the first place. He never had
any money, particularly in 1929. I think that was when he was travelling

for Continental Gin, and barely making ends meet. Mother was sewing and rent-
ing a room in our house then.

I was wrong about the earliest letter - there's one in July 1927, I had on
the bottom, from Jim to Ulyss and Eck and Daddy, about how bad off he was
and their parents were, toO........ We forget so easily. Neither Bishop nor
I grew up with much but make do and do without. It shames me now when I
think how much I throw away. There wasn't much of that in the old days.

s Now to something more cheerful: I found a tablet page where Daddy had been
¥ practicing writing after he lost his right hand (in 1937 or 1938). He threw
in some of his philosophical statements and ended up with an admonition to

his left hand. I thought you'd enjoy that.

One other thought on the family -- you willnotice that even in 1927 they
didn't know where Uncle Greene was. One of the things that bothers me is
that I could not list my cousins if I had to. I remember Greene had Robert

and one other one whose name escapes me now, and they were somewhere around
Vernon or Guin.

How are things with you all? Lynn and I are about the same. I'm still
working. I thought about quitting last year, but I really didn't want to,
and we got me some help, so I guess I'll work on- and on. I may be old
enough to retire - but I'm stil too young to retire!. (I was 68 in December)








