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Riding the trains before Amtrak

Bishop Helliman

Back hefore Amtrak took over the
operation of the nation’s rail system,
my boss from Atlanta sent me to So-
cial Security Headquarters in Balti-
more for a two week assignment. 1
guess he thought that | might learn
something that would help me with
my work here in Cookeville. | did-
n't disappoint him, but what |
learned was that too much of a
good thing — even riding trains —
might be hazardous to one’s health
and disposition.

I was excited about observing
how things worked at Headquarters
but also about the chance to take a
long train ride once again. On a
Saturday morning, | boarded the
L&N “Pan American” in Nashville
and headed for Baltimore without
giving much thought to the details.
1 rode four trains,, waited several
hours in three train stations, sat up
all night in a coach seat to arrive in
Baltimore 26 hours later with less
enthusiasm and a changed disposi-
tion.

From the beginning my journey

was beset by delays at every station.

In Nashville, the “Pan American”
was an hour late on its run up from
New Orleans. | imagined that |
would have less time to wait in
Louisville for the “George Washing-
ton” on the C&O from Chicago
that would take me to Lynchburg.
Virginia, where | would ride the
“Tennessean” and arrive in Wash-
ington, D.C. , where | would trans-
fer to the B&O “Royal Blue” that
would drop me off at the Baltimore
terminal.

It all sounded so simple. How-
ever, none of the connecting trains
got the message. | waited two
hours in Louisville, two hours in
Huntington, West Virginia, in the
middle of the night, and three hours
Sunday morning in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, waiting for the Southern’s ar-
rival from Memphis. | finally
reached the D.C. terminal station in
midafternoon on Sunday. The Wash-
ington terminal was teeming with
travelers all going in every direc-
tion. | was reminded of a night fong
ago that | spent there during World
War Il waiting for a train that would
take me home to Birmingham. The
Pennsylvania RR scheduled trains

between Washington and New York
about every thirty minutes, so |
boarded the next one out.

Late Sunday afternoon, 1 found
my hotel, unpacked and settled
down for my two week stint at the
Social Security Headquarters. Even
|, a loyal train lover, had to admit
that riding four trains, spending 26
hours in transit and sitting up all
night just to go from Nashville to
Washington was a bit of a stretch.

When | met with my colleagues
on Monday and told them of my
travel experience, they couldn’t be-
lieve what I had done and were not
at all sympathetic. All they could
do was laugh. I'm sure they won-
dered about the strange character
who had been foisted off on them.

My return home two weeks later
was easier. | rode the “Birmingham
Special” on the Southern Line to
Knoxville. It was another ali-night
ride where | sat up, arriving in
Knoxville before daylight. Gerry
met me at the station, and we drove
home to Cookeville.

Would | ever take such a rail es-
capade again? Does a cat meow?
Does a dog bark?

Schedule to Run By

Cookeville Museums’ History Hikes

Cookeville History/Depot Museums
2nd Saturday of each month 10 am-2 pm

Cemetery Walk

Cookeville City Cemetery
Saturday, Sept. 20; 6 & 8:30 pm

Brown Bag Lunch Concerts

Cookeville Depot Museum

Fridays; October 3, 10 & 17; 11:30 am-1 pm

Excursion Train Days

(Call the Chamber for tickets: 526-2211)
Saturdays; October 18 & 25

“Christmas Carnival” Open House

Cookeville Depot Museum
Saturday, Dec. 6; 10 am-3 pm

*SAVETHE DATE*

StoryFestin the Park

Dogwood Park behind Cookeville History Museum

Saturday, April 25, 2015
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