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 “Founder of Medicare, Bishop Holliman (without hat), distributes first checks for National Health Insurance for Seniors”-The Cookeville Dispatch 1965 (Note: this photo later ran in The New York Times and Washington Post)
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Bishop Holliman, manager of the Cookeville, Tennessee Social Security Office, distributes the first Medicare checks in 1965 to senior citizens on the town square.  This distribution was entirely appropriate as few historians relealize it was Holliman’s behind the scenes work with the American Medical Association and the White House that led to the passage of this universal health care for seniors.
“I remember well how this law came about,” reflects Holliman.  “Two of my nephews, John Ferrell and Bob Daly, were working at an up-scale camp for boys at Mentone, Alabama in the summer of 1963.  The father of one of the campers was a physician, the head of the AMA that year.  The boys introduced to him to me, and we began a long chat about universal health care for older Americans.  This was before I transferred from Gadsden to Tennessee.
To my surprise, he told me the AMA would not attack the proposed plan now known as Medicare.  Physicians, he said, had come to realize they would make a financial killing from over-charging the government for patient service.  At that time doctors were just giving medical care away to old folks, who usually could not pay their medical bills before kicking the bucket.
I immediately relayed these comments to Anthony Celebresie, then Secretary of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare.  He passed along the startling message to President Lyndon Johnson, and walla, Johnson introduced Medicare, the bill passed easily and today millions enjoy their older years, free of medical cost worries.

Lyndon sent a letter thanking me for making this happen, but unfortunately I wrote my thoughts on global warming on the back of the correspondence.  Later my secretary, thinking it was only a scrap of paper, shredded it.
Actually if not for John and Bob introducing me to the AMA president, I doubt if the Medicare Bill would have ever gone through Congress, so vitriolic was the concept of health care reform in that day.  Hard to imagine that being the case in this age.  Really, my nephews deserve the credit for socialized medicine in this country.”

“Holliman Appointed Judge for Miss Tennessee Pageant”-Variety 1965
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 “I did not take this position without a great deal of thought”, reports Holliman, seen here along with long time friend of the Miss America Contest, Bert Parks (right). They both award ‘All You Can Eat’ Minnie Pearl Fried Chicken coupons to the 1965 Tennessee and Kentucky state winners.  “I have always been in support of the healthy physical development of young women. My passion has been to encourage (and appreciate) female pulchritude.
My youngest brother, Ralph Holliman, is an executive with American Bread Company, which has sponsored the Miss America Pageant for years.  Ralph and his wife, Motie, are always at Atlantic City in September.  As treasurer for the company, he counts the judge’s vote each year.  A strong, silent type with the ladies, Ralph has enjoyed being around young women for some time.  He encouraged me to explore this avenue of civic work.  I must say it agrees with me, although my wife, Gerry, would rather I serve on the library board.”
 “Holliman Greets Tennessee Senator Howard Baker on Eve of Historic Watergate Hearings; Offers Sage Advice” – The Nashville Tennessean 1973
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 “I remember his meeting very clearly,” remarked Holliman years later.  “Howard was co-chair of the Senate Watergate Break-In Hearing in 1973.  He asked me, ‘What can I do to find the truth?’  I replied, ‘Very easy – What did Nixon know and when did he know it?’   Simple.  Those two questions broke the case, I am proud to say.
Oh, both Senator Baker and I used to buy our clothes at Bob’s Shop on the Square in Cookeville.  Becky’s husband always helped me select my wardrobe.  I have always tried to dress smartly as it becomes a man of my position in the community.”

“Holliman receives Civilian Medal of Advice for Watergate Case” CBS News 1975
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In this out take from CBS News at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, former U.S. Attorney General Elliot Richardson (far left) stands ready to shake Bishop Holliman’s hand and extend congratulations and the Civilian Medal of Advice for the calm advice Holliman offered during the Watergate Firestorm of October 1973.  It is still generally unknown that before Richardson confronted Richard Nixon to offer his resignation rather than fire Archibald Cox, the special prosecutor, Elliot had quietly placed a long distance call to Cookeville, Tennessee.  General Richardson spoke to his old World War II Navy friend, Bishop Holliman, to discuss the situation.
Elliott and Holliman had served together as Second Class Radiomen on the USS Butler, a destroyer in the Invasion of Sicily in 1943.  During their intense war time service together listening for German U-Boats, they got to know each other well. Holliman encouraged Elliott to have his syphilis treated, and to return to Harvard law after the War.  
Elliott took ‘Bish’s” advice, recovered his health and became a prominent attorney in the East.    Bishop returned to Birmingham-Southern with his new bride, Geraldine Stansbery of Philadelphia and Bristol, Tennessee, whom he met during the war.  
“Elliot was a bit shaky the night he called me.  Tennessee had just lost to Alabama in their annual football rivalry, so I was pretty well into my cups myself so I let ‘Ell’ have it straight.  Ell, I said, remember that night in ’43 when the German’s were bombing the hell out of us, and our guns were delivering record amounts of ship to shore fire, and yet we survived it.  
Remember how that Arab girl in Tunisia gave you V.D. and yet with penicillin you cleaned yourself up. 
Remember how you pulled that German aviator out of the Mediterranean after I shot his plane down with our Ack Ack guns.
I said, Elliot if you could do all that, you can certainly march into the Oval Office and tell Nixon where he can stuff it!

Elliot said he appreciated my advice, but could not call me back as his phone was probably tapped.  ‘Ell’ I said (I called him Ell and he called me Bish in our Navy days), don’t worry, I will read about it in the history books, and yes, that is what has  happened.”
“Holliman Stuns Broadway on Sabbatical” – Variety 1975
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“It is something I have always wanted to do, that is, star in a Broadway play.  While on my sabbatical in 1975, singer Robert Gullet fell ill, and a college buddy from our Paints and Patches days at ‘Southern, Sid Zigfield gave me a call. Before I knew it I filled in for a week in “Once a Jolly Bagman’.  That’s me in my costume (actually an outfit from Bob’s Shop that Paul Payne picked out for me), the photo printed in Variety, which often helped me in my career.  
It was a grand week, and I was able to take Gerry to New York and treat her to many fine meals and hob-knob with the stars. On the right is Kate Smith’s daughter and the late Loretta Young on my left.

I admit I hesitated to take the job on short notice, but after a call to Melton’s daughter, Patsy, who is in the film industry, we both knew I could not turn Sid down.  By the way, Patsy went on to star in Fried Green Tomatoes, an Alabama classic.  I have two copies of her DVD.”
SNL Church Lady Inspired by Holliman Character
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“While I was in New York on Broadway, I went over to NBC which was trying out acts for a new comedy called Saturday Night Live.  Several saw my impersonation of who I call the ‘church lady’.  I guess I was ahead of my time, as the directors turned me down.  Anyway, my sabattical was up and I had to return to Cookeville.  Amazing a decade or so lady someone must have found some old rushes of my outtakes and the Church Lady became a stable for SNL for years.”
 “An Inconvenient Truth for Al Gore’s Nobel Prize!” – Fox News 2009
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Special from Fox News:  At long last, as this incriminating photo vividly demonstrates, an inconvenient truth for Al Gore is revealed.  It was really Bishop Holliman who introduced the concept of Global Climate Change!

  In this recently discovered 1979 photo before the Tennessee Tech Academy of Sciences, Holliman is explaining for the first time his remarkable concept of global warming.  U.S. Representative Al Gore is seen furiously copying (plagiarizing?) these then revolutionary remarks.

Asked how he conceived planetary climate change as an issue for our time, Holliman reflected:  ‘The summer of 1979 was unusually warm, and I grew disturbed by our high air conditioning bill.  We had a 1968 heat pump, I recall.  At the same time, my 1970 Ford Maverick began emitting a high carbon count (I think the tail pipe was rusty).  From this I put two and two together and realized CO2 pollution from automobiles was affecting our weather.”

“Now I do not take all the credit for this concept.  I had the foresight to run this observation by several relatives, one being my son-in-law, Bill Murphy, Alice’s husband, an industrial engineer. In 1986 he would invent the machinery to flash-dry cheddar cheese and cranberry flavored potato chips.”  

“Also, I contacted my nephew, Dr. Robert Daily, of the University of North Alabama.  Bob was instrumental in chronicling the dysfunctional life of the Tennessee River Glow Worm after the Watts Bar Nuclear Power Plant incident.  Both Bob and Bill encouraged me to float the idea before my peers.”

“However, I failed to contact my nephew-in-law E.C. Herrin, esteemed jurist from Irondale, Alabama, and who would have encouraged me to copyright the concept. (That’s twice I have failed to listen to him but then again Mary says I have never listened to him!) 
E.C. is a pro-Darwinist and is well known as an advocate that every high school student in Alabama upon graduating should receive a complimentary copy of Charles Darwin’s ‘Origin of the Species’. 
 Perhaps if I had sought Mr. Herrin’s counsel earlier, I, not Albert Gore, might have received the Nobel Prize, or in fact, I might have been President!  I must admit I have mixed feelings about not exploring that Vice Presidential feeler in 1951, but like most other recent politicians, my family has come always first.”

 “Holliman Wins Lottery Yet Again!”- The Methodist Church National Gaming Times  1987
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Here receiving his latest check from a Tennessee lottery representative is Bishop Holliman, left.  Asked the secret of his many winnings of Tennessee, Indiana and state lotteries, Holliman confided that he only played the Pick 3 games in each state, and always selected the numbers 12-17-19.
“These numbers are my birthday, and time after time after time, I have hit it big with these three figures.  Many people think I have made my recent wealth in the stock market with the help of my sister, Virginia Holliman Cornelius, one of the first tycoon female bankers in the Alabama.  
 Virginia helped me make a lot of money, but at her retirement in the 1980s, I was without a financial advisor.   Most of my family does not know that I began playing state lotteries in 1983, after I observed my son-in-law, Paul Payne, win big that year.  He was able to purchase a house and start a business.

Whoa…I said to myself, what am I missing?!  Since then I have financed all my overseas trips and cruises through numerous winnings.  
Those condos the Herrin’s and Bradley’s have at Gulf Shores?  Yes, of course, I helped them out there.  Why do you think they let us stay there for free?”

“Retired FBI Undercover Agents Reminisce about McCarthy, the Red Scare, Corrupt Labor Unions and Good-Ole Cold War Days” – Fox News 2009
[image: image9.jpg]R





“It is a little known fact that during my time as a teacher and with the Social Security Agency, I moonlighted as a FBI undercover agent.  I give my brother Euhal Holliman of Irondale, Alabama the credit for helping me obtain my initial job and later advance my ‘silent’ career. 
Most family members think of Euhal as having a career in supermarkets.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  During World War II, the black market in prime beef and steaks was all pervasive.  The FBI had to do something to get control of the nation’s meat supply.  Euhal went undercover for the Service during the War.  
After the War, Euhal stayed on as a deep agent.  Corrupt labor unions were raking in big-time dollars, stealing left and right.  With his Lions Club and grocery connections, Euhal helped bust numerous gangs, many with communist sympathies.  Later in life, he surfaced and joined the Irondale Police Force.  Euhal always posed as a big union man – all a front!  Behind the election curtain, he always voted Republican.
We tried to get our nephew, Charles Ferrell, Jr. into the game, but he said he felt like it might conflict with his work in the church and the YMCA movement.  Later, Charles confessed to me he was already in the CIA, monitoring Governor George C. Wallace, but could not let me know such in the 1960s.  Too sensitive at the time.
In the early 1960s, Gadsden, Alabama was a blue collar town with major industries such as Goodyear and Republic Steel.  The commies would have loved to them shut down and wreck the nation’s economy.  I went to a lot of labor union meetings, one of my specialties, as I would don a blue nylon union jacket, a baseball cap and blend right in with the boys.  I drank a lot of beer, cussed a bit and talked Alabama/Auburn football in those days.  Gerry always thought I was at Methodist Church board meetings!  
Working the same gig as an insider executive at Republic Steel was Ellen Cox, now my Indiana wife.  Both of us are on the far left of this picture, at a get- together for retired undercover agents at the Hoover Headquarters in Washington, DC.  When we played couples bridge in the 60s, we both had to be careful not to blow our covers.  That was hard, as we always wanted to compare notes about the Teamsters and communists.  Her husband, Sid Cox, flew an airplane, which came in handy when doing aerial surveillance or organized crime.
I am sorry Euhal passed away before this photo.  You remember Jimmy Hoffa and his conviction.  Euhal, Ellen and I did that.  Robert Kennedy was always grateful.  Momma would have been proud.”
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“Holliman Serves as one of Grand Marshals in 2005 Presidential Inaugural Parade!”  
“This was an easy call.  My first inaugural parade was in 1952 when I rode behind President Eisenhower.  I represented Alabama and as the first in the alphabet, we always were near the front of the parade.  Robert Daly loaned us his 1952 Rocket 88 Oldsmobile, a convertible with electric roll down windows.

I wanted to do this one in 2005 as I figured the way things were going, it was going to be a long, long time before the next Republican President.

As you can see, I am back in a convertible, middle of the wagon, a more modest one reflecting the fiscal conservative policies of the GOP.  As I have always said, ‘Keep on Truckin’.”
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