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MRS, LUTHER GRIER MARSH
306 S. Thompsen St.

MONROE, N. C. August

~

—

Dear Rubys

/
I rounded up a wonderful scrapbook yesterday,

16, 1963

s Engdle

belonging tc Mrs.

Ellen Belk Helms (Leroy Helms), whome father was "Little" John

Belk, and her grandfather was Fatg/Belk.
Pate or Lafayette Belks, so I'll be forced to

There are gseveral

find his father

before I know which one he is, but I believe it was Darling Belk,
This book contains dozens and dozens of clippings about the

Belks, and 1t's impossible to copy them all.

Blakeney's father, and while 1it's too long to
part of it here:

Then, I found the obit\.{ary of Mr., P. B. Blakeney, Dr, Wade

copy I'11 give

"Mr. Blakeney was born April 7, 1856, in

Chesterfield county, S. C,, and moved to Monroe 55 years ago.

His father, John Blakeney of Cheaterfield county was born in
1789, the year George Washington became president.
of the father and son spanned the entire constitutional

Mr. Blakeney was the last of tk his immediate
S.. Blakeney, well-known banker end Ra

- this country.
generation, his brother, W.

The lives o
of

former South Carclina state senator, having been killed in an auto-

mobile accldent four yesrs ago. Mr. Blakeney
Blakene%, as_a child.of about three-years old
-\

A

on his southern trip.

John Blakeney lived to be 93 years old, and
when he died, while his grandfather was 101,

's father, John

was taksn to see

George Washington when-the President-came through.South Carolina
John Blakeney, like his son, was married

three tInesy ~John Blakeney had 25 children, while Preston Brooks
Blakeney wes the father of 18, nfne of whom are still living.
hf\s fether was 95

Gul i) " Z “379'@

I asked Clara twice about sending you the Blakeney material,

but she is so, so busy she says she forgot it.

will help some.
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Velma.
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Maybe the above
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WILLIAM BLAKENEY , énd wife, ELIZABETH CLANTON,

Their Children:

3. BELZY ANN BLAKENEY  born September 18, 1859,

———Died at Fayette; Alabama, March-16, 1960, ———-
Buried Newtonville Cemetery. Married George

e —WashingtonBaker;-se Francis Riehard Baker-
and wife Martha I\nn Jé%&‘/on November 27,

St - -——1878 - -He was-born-Mareh 13, 1851 in Walker-

County, Alabama, and died at Newtonville, in

fayette—County-on-November 21, 1928.-Burials—
Newtonville Cemetery. He was a farmer, residing

— e at Newbtonville his-entire married life.—— . — -

ISSUE:
—lv-——— -Annie-Elizabeth-Baker ,-married James Monroce ... ...

i S R R

e e T

Holliman, Fayette, labama,

ore-Re—Franeis Hillman Baker, married Elsie Mabel
Dunscomb. Birmingham, Alabaga.

3. . James Mutius Baker, married Lou Ila Yerby,
daughter of Bud Yerby. Fayette Alabama.

v ooha  Allie Mge Baker, married Eura Carter, in  __ _

Tuscaloosa County.
.5, _.__ Ruth Guyton Baker, married (1) B.T. Lovett and
(2) Frank N. Henderson, Jackson, Miss,
6. _ Pearl Baker, married Vir%il Benton Gibson,
Resided Fayette County, Alabama.
7. ___Montie Lea Baker, married Lynn Davis Boshell,
Valejo, California, i ' B
8. Frederick Colemag Baker, married (1) Fleta
- Williams ’%"B} T T
Cleveland, Ohio.

ernadette )

Georgia Belle Baker, married Earl Ray, Residence
St. Louis, Mo,
T 710, 7~ Nora Louise Baker, born May 26,1902, died

November 10, 1908.
— Infant, died shortly after birth.
Infant, died shortly after birth,

_ Descendants are listed separately.
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WILLIAM BLAKENEY,

rnein South Carolina, son of Thomas Blakeney
wife SarahVemp Blakeney., rst married Elizg .
by whom he had two sons, namels®, jomas Blakeney &
Blakeney. After death of first wife, he married tlizabeth
Clanton, half sister of T.A.C. Clanton. By this second
marriage, he had three c%ildren, viz: Bellzy Ann Blakeney,
who marviggdt CGeorge W& er; !lartha Jane Blakeney, who
married Thomas iaymond Wright, and Newton'Blakeney, who
married MollieELindsay. At the outbreak of the Civil War,
he volunteered for service, and came home on furlough in
1862, § 3 5 ~exposed-to
a urlough. On his return to his
troap in Tennessee, he became ill of measles and pneumonia

X . which was epidemic at the time, and died/A

(u?wLmu%hnnessas_er-&eaeueky. The whereabouts of his grave is

\ ot now known. His widow, Elizabeth Clanton Blzkeney
later married Thomas Asheraft, by whom she had one son,
Thomas Asheraft Jr., who died during the 1930s at Birminegham,
Alabama. After the death of Elizabeth Clanton Blakeney
Asheraft, her widower, Thomas Ashcraft again contracted

marriaie, and by this marriage had two children, viz:
Henry Ashcraft and Zenie Asheraft.

aqd

) 1850 Census of Fayette County, Alabema, shows:
#216. William Blakeney, age 18 years, born in S5.C. Farmer.
wWwife: klizabeth, born in 5.C.

§
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BELLZY ANN BLAKENLY,

Daughter of William Blakeney and wife Elizabeth Clanton
Blakeney, torn at Newtonville, Alsbama, Zentember 18, 1459,
died at Fayette, Alabuma, liorch 16, 1960. larried to George
Washington Bauker, in Fayette County, sAlcbama, on Loverbor 27,
1878, George Washin~ton Baker was a son of Francis itichard
Baker, and wife Martha Ann Jones Baker. Georpe .Jashington
Baker was born in Walker County, Alabamz, on March 13, 1851,
and died at rfayette County, Alabzma, on November 21, 1928.
Both George ‘Washington Baker and Bellzy Ann Blakeney Baker
are buried in Newtonville Cemetery, and their greves are
marked, Georse Baker, of Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, was
the father of Francis Richard Besker, and he was born in
North Carolina in 1783.

Children of George Washington Baker tnd wife Bellzy
Ann Blakeney Baker, were:

1. Annie Elizabeth Baker, born October 9, 1879,
married to James Monroe Holliman.

2. Frank Hillman Baker, born July 3, 1881, merried
Flsie Dunscomb, 2t éirmingham, 4slabama.

3. dJames Mutie Baker, born fugust 23, 1885, married
Ila Yerby.

4. Allie Mae Baker, born December 17, 1887, married
Eura Carter.

5. Ruth G. Baker, born Febemary 3, 1890, married

1st B.T. Lovett, and Second Henderson.

6. Pearl Baker, born March 13, 1892, married Virgil
Gibson.

7. Montie L.Baker, born May 15, 1894, murried Lynn
Boshell,

8. F.Coleman Baker, born November 1, 1896, marriedse..s ok
(1) Fretn IJZM"%‘SR&T ernadette €d5-2-1945
9. Georgia Belle Baker, born January 9, 1899, married
Earl Ray on June 10, 1919. He was born é-29-1849.
10, Nora Louise Baker, born Muy 26, 1902, died Nov. 10,
1908, buried Newtonville jCemetery. ~
*2l ldren also born and¥died ,ns infants, 7&%;, b“::zjj
A y MW ) QLY e
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CAPTAIN JOHN BLAKENEY was born in 1732 in County Limrick,
Ireland, at Mt. Blakeney., He was the nephew of General
411iam Blakeney, and was of knglish descent, It is thought
that he married in Ireland, but the name of his wife is not
known. There is some evidence that she was called "Meg" or
"Peg", and it ia thought that her name w:s Margaret.

Captain Blakeney arrived in America arouhd 1750, and first
settled in Granville County, North Carolina, where at least
one of his children was born. His eldest son, John

Blakeney Jr., stated in his application for a pension on
account of Revolutionary wWar 3ervices, that he was born in
Bute, now Granville County, on January l4th, 1758,

John Blakeney withessed the will of John Lynch on #August

31st 1753 in Granville County. The date of his removal

to 01d Cheraws, Chesterfield County, South Carolina is

also unknown, but it evidently was around 1760. A quotation
from Bishop Gregg's "History of the Old Cheraws™ is that
"Among the first settlers who came here were Charles and
George Evanz of the Welch stock On Pee Dee (iiver), and

John Blakeney". In 1773 he was selected as Overseer of

the Poor of St. David's Parish, Cheraw District, a position
somewhat comparable to that of Probate Judge or Clerk of

the County Court under our present system. In 1774 he was

a2 member of the South Carolina Congress. On November 16th,
1775, he was elected a Captain of Militia, and was commissioned
by the Provencial Congress to raise a company of men. His
Commission was dated November 30th, 1775, In 1776 he was
elected a Vestryman of St, David's Parish. He was gctive

as a leader in his community, and the offices he held indicate
that he was a man of integrity and character. It is not
known how long he resided on the Fee Dee River in the vicinity
of Cheraw, but he moved from there to the home nlace on
Lynch's River in the vicinity of Dudley in the Northwest corner
of Chesterfield County, South Carodina. County records show
a deed from James McManus for 100 acres of land, to John
Blakeney, dated August 31lst, 1785. This is the home where

he spent the balance of his life, and where he died and is
buried. ltecently Mr and Mrs. Stephen H. Laney of Fageland,
3.C. who are both descendants of Captain Blakeney conveyed

to their daughter, lirs, Hagel H. Davis a one acre tract of
land where Captain Blakeney and other members of his family
are buried. Mrs, Davis conveyed the tract to the John

Foster Chapter of Daughters of American itevolution, of Monroe,
North Carolina. Nineteen members of said Chapter base their
eligibility for membership on the Revolutionary “War participation
of Captzin Blakeney.

REFERENCE: The Monroe Journal, lonroe, N.C. issue
dated December 21, 1956. 'The Blakeneys in America’, by John
Oscar Blakeney, Little Rock, Ark., 1928. Copies of the last
mentioned book are in possession of Dr. Cecil C. Blakeney,

315 Bella Drive, New Orleans, La., and lirs. Lanthis Blakeney,
R.F.D. 1, Fayette, Alabama.
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Three of Captain Blakeney's sons, viz: John Jr., Robert and
Thomas also fought in the Revolutionary War

Captain Blakeney, like his descendant, Thomas Blakeney
of Fayette County, Alabama, prided himself on-his fine horses,
and took great pride in raising and training them. Thomas
Blakeney's son, William, rode one of his fathers fine horses
when he left home to join the forces of the Confederacy. He
came home only once, in 1862 for a brief furlough, and left
to join his comrades. He occuries an unknown grave somewhere
in Tennessee or Kentucky, where he died of epidemic measles

and pneumonta. x(exjobnpequv

The known children of Captain John Blakeney and his
wife were:

1. John dr., 1st married to: Nancy Lowery, dau. of Robert.
2nd married to: Nency lay, dau.of John May.

2. Thomas, Susannah Lowery,

3.
Lo
5.

Robert,
William,

™ cec C.MXQVLM

James, 1st married to:
2nd married to:

unknown,
Mary Jackson,

Susannah Haile,
Mary White Evens,

6. Hugh, (Granmmy—Bekerls—Great-
~6randfather) Ann Welsh,
7. Jane, John Welsh,
(Both buried in Marion Cem. Perry County, Alabamal.
8. Mary, Unknown.

Thomas, Robert and Hugh Blakeney all moved to parts
of the deep South.

01d Zoar Church and camg ground, locsted on Dead Pine
Creek, Chesterfield County, 3.C. occupies five acres of land
donated for church purposes by Captain John Blukeney in 1830.
Thisz five acres was bounded on all sides by lands of Captain
Blakeney. Thomas Blakeney and Cornelius Holliman were
numbered among the first appointed trustees of said Churche

In the book "Anson County North Carolina Abstrnct of
Early Records", in the May Jilson McBee Collection, mention
is made that William Blakeney received Grant #5468 for lands
on Thompson's Creek. This was on December 18, 1789. This
party was evidently a son of Captain Blekeney.zﬁ;/








