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THE BLAKEWEY FAMITY
Anciently, names were suggested by some personal
characteristic, occupation, or incident in the life
of the person, or name was in some manner descriptive
of the appearance, occupation, or some performance of
the individual.

The name Blakeney is thought to have originally

been applied to one who had a swarthy comple&%ion, black
hair, lived in a black cave or dark forest, or dyed
black the skins with which he clothed himself, or

led his adherents into battle protected by a black
shield, or carrying a black banner.

Whatever may have been the origin of the name there
is evidence that it came from the Worth of Europe
and was in existance in Normandy prior to the Norman

invasion of England.

The name is very old, and back in the days of
¥William the Conqueror, it was called de Blakeney.
The English shortened it to just Blakeney.

It has been spelled in different ways but my
family kept the original spelling with two

"E"s. You can read about the English and Irish
Blakeneys in your history books and you can

read a romanticized novel of the French Revolu-
tion called the "Scarlet Pimpernel,” which depicts
an English nobleman called Sir Percy Blakeney

in an heroic role. I didn't care much for the
filmed versions but I thought Leslie Howard
performed it best. There really was a Sir

Percy Blakeney and his portrait was painted

by the Dutch artist, Franz Hals. The portrait
was entitled "The Laughing Cavalier," and was
painted in 1624 while Sir Percy was residing

in Holland. This was a century before the
French Revolution. This Sir Percy was "Barion
of Blakerney," Sussex, England. The term "Cavalier",
probably referred more to his politics than his
lifestyle, perhavs a little of both. Men who
supported Charles I were called Royalists or
Cavaliers. Their opposites were the Puritans

or roundheads, so called due to the fact they
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cut their hair short. Puritans closed theaters
and imposed strict conduct requirements on the
people. I am kind of glad Sir Percy was a
Cavalier. The The portrait bears striking re-
semblance to family features cf this day.

During The reign of Queen Elizabeth, two sons

of Launcelot Blakeney, of Sparham, in Norfolk,
had land granted to them ih Ireland for services
rendered their Queen. One of these sons, named
Thomas, ( a name you will hear over and over
down through succeeding generations ) married a
favorite of the Queen and a neice of Lord Chan-
cellor Hatton. Thomas settled at Mount Blakeney
in the south of Ireland. The other son at Castle
Blakeney, in the west. Thomas had a son named
William ( again, a father-son name switch that
continues until this day ) and William was
granted the best part of the estate of Carrett
Fitzgerald, the forfeiting Irish owner. It is
probably safe to say the Blakeneys and the
Fitzgeralds were never close after this. William's
estate consisted of the 1,140 acres forming

the townships of Gartnepegunev and Thmastown and
in 1655 added 450 acres where he afterwards

built the castle at Mount Blakeney.

General Sir William Blakeney was born at

Mount Blakeney in Limerick County in 1672.
Hewas a member of Parliament as his father
had been before him. He was of medium

height and robust statue. He danced the Jig
and the Rigadoon with alacrity and was said

to have a large face and a ready smile. His
first military success was in the organization
of his father's tenants to fight off the Irish
peasants or "Rapparees" as they were called,
indicating they fought with rakes instead of
spears. Later, we find him in the assualt

on Cartegena, leading a regiment of 4,000

men that he had raised at his own expense.

The regiment included nephews from America

and a younger brother named Hobert. He re-
cruited from North and South Carolina, sailed
to Cuba and Port Bello; joined the main army
and fought at the seige of Loyer, Fort St.
Phillip and Minorca.
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General Blakeney was in command for ten
years at the Island of Monorca. Vhen
threatened by a large I'rench fleet; the
English Admiral Byng deserted him. During
a seige of seventy days, the General never
undressed and so great was the admiration
of the T'rench General, he allowed Blakeney
to make his own terms of capitulation. Sub-
sequently, the French provisioned Blakeney
and his troops and gave them free passage
to the English Island of Gibraltar.

King George II made Blakeney a Knight of
Bath, Colonel of Inniskilling Pegiment of
Infantry and finally Iord Blakeney of Mount
Blakeney in the peerage of Ireland. A
statue of him was erected in BDublin. e
died at the age of 89 and since he had no
no sons, his title was buried along with
his body in Vestminster Abbey. His younger
brother, Robert, inherited the estate. He
had a nephew named John, who came to the
American colonies about 1750. Captain John,
as he became known, was your ancestor in
the United States.

About 1750, he settled on Lynch"s river,

in the northwest corner of Chesterfield
county in South Carolina. On November

16, 1775, John Blakeney was elected a Captain
of militia and commissioned by the Provincial
Congress 1o raise a company. The company was
part of Colonel Lemuel Benton's regiment and
assigned to General Francis Marion's brigade.
Captain John fought, along with his sons,
Thomas, John, Jr. and Robert until the end

of the war. He lived to be exactly 100

years of age. He died August 8, 1832 and is
buried in the Blakeney sgraveyard just outside
Pageland, South Carolina. You should go
there some time. Go west on highway 9 from
Pageland to the first road on the right,

then go two miles to a sign on the left

side of the road which leads to the cemetary.
The only descendents I have heard about still
in Pageland are Doctor Billy Carson Blakeney
and his brother Robert.
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Captain John's descendents helped to settle
the frontiers of this country. They have
been prominent in service occupations which
include the military, education, medicine,
politics and law. General James White
Blakeney fought in the Indian wars and was
a long time member of the South Carolina
Legislature. He is buried at St. David's
Episcopal Church, which was constructed
during Captain John's lifetime and on land
donated by him. Other grandsons are buried
on fields of conflict throughout the world
and many of them in ubmarked graves. Some
were killed by Indians, some by slaves and
some by their kinsmen on opposite sides of
the Civil War. They had one thing in common-
an honorable name.

James Reed Dlakeney

July, 1986








