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Document No. 3 -- Last Will and Testament of Thomas Blakeney

1st

2nd

3rd

1st

2nd

3rd
4th
5th

6th

Last Will and Testament of Thos Blakeny Deceased
Know all men by these presents that I Thomas Blakney of Fayette County in the State of
Alabama being in failing health but of sound mind, do make and publish this my last will and
testament, hereby revoking all former wills by me, at any time heretofore made. as to my
worldly estate and all the real, personal or mixed property of which I shall die seized and
possessed, to which I shall be entitled at the time of my decease including all outstanding debts
that may be due me. I devise, bequeath, and dispose there of in the manner following to wit
My will is that all my just debts and funeral expenses shall be paid by my executors here in
after named out of my estate as soon after my decease as may be convenient.
1 give devise and bequeath to my beloved wife Martha Blakney, all my house furniture including
two feather beds and bed clothing sufficient for the same with two bedsteads, one clothes press,
one wardrobe, one desk one table and all cooking utensils with other kitchen furniture table
ware. [ ] An also all her wearing apparel, and four hundred dollars cash to be paid her by
my executors here in after named as soon after my decease as may be convenient and further
I will and devise that she have a childs part to wit one ninth that of all the residue of my estate,
when sold as here in after provided to have and to hold absolutely for her own use and benefit.
1 also give to her to have and to hold during the time of her natural life or her widowhood, my
homestead place including about four hundred acres of land more or less together with the
appurtenances there unto belonging with one years provision.
I will and devise that my executors herein after named be required to collect all outstanding
debts that may be due me and that all the rest and residual of my estate real and personal and
mixed as also the revisionary interest in my homestead as above described which I shall die
seized and possessed as to which I shall be entitled at my decease shall be appraised by two
disinterested and reliable men who shall be chosen by a majority of my legal heirs here in after
named and the same to be sold at public sale by my executors here in after named and the
proceeds of such sale with the amount of debts collected that may be due me as above provided
make the sum total of my estate to be and I will and devise is to be equally divided among my
legal heirs as follows to wit
to my beloved wife Martha Blakney as above stated one ninth part to have and to hold to her
own use and benefit absolutely.
To the body heirs of my deceased son William Blakney to wit J.T. Blakney Vincent Blakney,
Belzeann Baker, Newton D. Blakney and Martha J Wright one ninth part to be equally divided
to them after deducting for the benefit of my general estate three hundred seventeen and
10/100 Dollars which amount I advanced to my son William in his life time to have and to hold
to each of them absolutely for their own private use and benefit and as to Belzeamm Baker and
Martha J. Wright that they hold their part far from the interference and controll of their
husbands.
To my Daughter Jane Vice I will one ninth part to have and to hold the same to her sole and
seperat use and benefit free from the controll and interfearance of her husband.
To my Daughter Elysabeth Ayers one ninth part to have and to hold the same for her sole and
seperate use and benefit free from the interfearance and controll of her husband.
To my son James Blakney one ninth part to have and to hold the same to his sole and seperate
benefit absolutely.
To my Daughter Polly Holliman one ninth part after deducting for the benefit of my general
estate two hundred eighty two and 16/100 Dollars which I have advanced to her in my life time
to have and to hold to her sole use and benefit free from the interfearance and controll of her
husband.
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Tth

8th

9th

10th

To the body heirs of my deceased daughter Kizziah Branyon to wit her body heirs by Jeptha
Branyon one ninth part to be equally divided to them to have and to hold to each of them for
their sole use and benefit.
To my Daughter Samantha R. Black one ninth part after deducting thirty nine and 80/100
Dollars for the benefit of my general estate which amount I have advanced to her during my
lifetime, to have and to hold the same to her sole use and benefit, free from the interfearance
and controll of her husband.
To my son John T. Blakney one ninth part after deducting two hundred nineteen and 86/100
dollars for the benefit of my general estate which I have advanced to him during my lifetime
to have and to hold the same to his sole use and benefit absolutely.
I do nominate and appoint my son John T Blakney and my soninlaw Marshall Ayers to be the
executors of this my last will and testament to carry out the provisions of the same without
being required to give bond as such executors and further I will and direct that they are hereby
authorized to make any transfers that may become necessary on account of any sales made as
above provided for to any real or personal property sold as above specified without incurring
any expenses on account of any court costs.
in testimony where of I the said Thomas Blakney [subscribe] my name and affix my seal this
the 22 day of Dec A D 1887
his

Subscribed Thomas [x] Blakeney seal
subscribed and acknowledge
before us this the 22" day of Dec A.D. 1887

‘W W Jones )

B G Jones ) Witnesses

The State of Alabama )

Fayette County )
I Thomas B Morton Judge of the Court of Probate in and of said county do hereby certify that
the within instrument of writing was this day in said court and before me as the Judge these
of bondrey proven to be the genuine last will and testament of Thomas Blakney deceased and
that said will together with the proof thercof have been recorded in my office

| S |
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Document No. 4 - Petition of John T. Blakney and Marshall Ayers for Probate
of will of Thomas Blakeney

[Deceased] estate of John T Blakney

The State of Alabama )  Probate Court
Fayette County
Petition of John T. Blakney & Marshall Ayers for the probate of the will
of Thomas Blakney Deceased
to the hon Thomas B Morton Judge Probate Court Fayette County
The petition of the undersigned respectfully represents unto your honor that Thos Blakney who
was at the time of his death an inhabitant of this County departed this life at Fayette on or
about the 2nd day of June 1896 leaving assets in this State, and leaving a Last Will and
Testament, duly signed and published by him and attested by W. W. Jones and B. G. Jones that
your petitioner, as they verily believes are named in said will as Executors and do now herewith
surrender said Will to the Court, and pray that, after proper proceedings and proofs, it may be
probated and admitted to record as the true last will and Testament of said deceased. your
petitioners further represent that Martha Blakney is the Widow of said deceased, and that
names, ages, residences, and condition of the next of kin are as follows to wit
Heirs of Thos Blakney Deceased
Heirs of children of Wm B
Thos Blakney  over 21 resides in Pickens Co Ala
Vo el " " " W
Newtsn  * " .« " Fayette '
Belzeann Baker wife of G. W. Baker over 21 resides in Fayette Co Ala
Martha Wright wife of Raymon Wright over 21 resides in Fayette Co Ala
Heirs or children of Polly Holliman dec to wit
Sarah Holliman wife of P. Holliman over 21 resides in State of Ark
John Holliman over 21 resides in Texas P.O. unknown
Elyabeth Holliman over 21 resides Fayette Co Ala
" "

James Holliman L " v
Sid Holliman " " " " oo
Mose Holliman " " " [ P

Kizzie Wilson wife of Talor Wilson over 21 reside in Fayette Co Ala

Marion Holliman over 21 resides in Fayette Co Ala

Heirs of Jane Vice decd who (to wit) was wife of John Vice

Thos Reynolds over 21 resides in State of Ark P. O. Jones Burrough

Wm Reynolds over 21 " same P. O.

Martha Corter wife of Thos Corter over 21 resides in Ark P O Jones Burrough Ark
Etter Herron wife of Cicero Herron over 21 resides Jones Burrough Ark

Sarah Alsup deceased was wife of Alsup over 21 years of age who leaves children
Sara Alsup + Horace Alsup both under 21 resides in Ark

Julia Carter wife of T. G. Carter resides in Arkansas

Holin Vice over 21 resides in Ark

Heirs of Kizzi Branyon decd to wife

Simon Lowery over 21 resides in Miss.

Dicie Smith wife of Thos Smith over 21 resides in Lamar Co. Ala

James Branyon over 21 resides in Lamar Co. Ala

Katie Horton wife of John Horton over 21 resides in Fayette Co. Ala

Elizabeth Rowland wife of Henry Rowland over 21 resides in Lamar Co Ala

Ella Smith wife of Smith under resides in Lamar Co Ala

Curtis Branyon under 21 resides in Lamar Co Ala

4
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Heirs of James Blakney Decd to wit
Arthur Blakney over 21 resides in Marion Co Ala
Samantha Black wife of Marion Black over 21 resides in Ark P. O. unknown
Elizabeth Ayers Wife of Marshall Ayers over 21 resides in Lamar Co Ala
John T. Blakeny over 21 resides in Fayette Co Ala
your petitioners further represent that W. W. Jones + B. G. Jones the said attesting witnesses
(residing this county) be summoned to appear and testify concerning such will and therefore
further prays that your Honor will give such notices and make such orders as required by law
for the effectual proving and [admin] such will to Probate and record as the last will and
Testament of said Thomas Blakney deceased J T Blakney

J M Ayers

The State of Alabama )

Fayette Co Ala ) John T. Blakney + Marshall Ayers being duly sworn; deposes and
says that the facts alleged in the above petition are true according to the best of their
knowledge, information, and belief

subscribed and sworn ) J T Blakney
) J M Ayers
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Document No. 5 - Order of Judge of Probate, Fayette County

The State of Alabama )
Fayette County ) Probate Court special July 21st 1896

In the matter of the Probate of the last will and testament of Thomas Blakney Deceased
before me Thomas B Morton Judge of said Court personally appeared in open Court W. W.
Jones who having beenby me duly sworn and examined deposes and says that he is a
subscribing witness to the instrument of writing now shown to him and which purports to be
the last will and testament of Thomas Blakney deceased late an inhabitant of this County that
Thomas Blakney since deceased signed and executed instrument on this day the same bears
date and will and the same to be his last will and testament and that [affrant] with B. G. Jones
the other subscribing set their signature thereto on the day the same bears date as a subscribing
witnesses to the same in the presence of said testators and in the presence of each other and
that said testator was of sound mind deposing memory and in the opinion of deponent fully
capable of making his will at the time the same was made as aforesaid that said testator was
on the day of the date and making of said will of the full age of twenty one years and [opanly]
subscribed and sworn before
me August 26th 1896

Thomas B. Morton

Judge of Probate

The State of Alabama )

Fayette County ) Probate court Special June 1896
Petition of John T. Blakney July 21st 1896
+ J. M. Ayers for letters Testamentary on the will of Thomas Blakney Deceased to the Hon
Thomas B Morton Judge of Probate
The petition of the undersigned respectfully represents unto your Honor, that in the last will
and testament of Thomas Blakeney deceased, which Will and Testament has been duly
probated and admitted to record in this Court We, the petitioners John T. Blakeney and J
Marshall Ayers are named as the executors thereof that the said testator died seized and
possessed of certain real and personal estate consisting chiefly of lands all of said real and
personal estate being estimated to be within about three thousand dollars ($3000) and probably
not more that your petitioners are inhabitants of this state, above the age of twenty one years
and in no respect disqualified
In witness whercof I have hereunto set my hand and the seal of the said court this the 6th day of Aug
1896

Thomas B. Morton Judge of Probate
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Document No. 6 -- Warrant Tb Appraisers

WARRANT TO APPRAISERS
THE STATE OF ALABAMA, ) PROBATE COURT,
FAYETTE COUNTY ) Term, 188

To

At a Probate Court held in and for Fayette County, on the
day of 188___, you were appointed Appraisers of the personal
Estate of deceased. This Warrant is,
therefore, to authorize and require you, or any two of you to appraise the said Estate,
and to reduce said appraisement to writing, and to return the same to the said Court,
duly subscribed and sworn to by you, within sixty days from the date aforesaid.

Witness, Judge of said Court, at his office, in
the day of 188

JUDGE PROBATE COURT, FAYETTE COUNTY

APPRAISEMENT BILL

THE STATE OF ALABAMA, ) PROBATE COURT.

FAYETTE COUNTY )
Estate of Thomas Blakeney Deceased,
To the Hon. 7. B. Morton Judge Probate Court, Fayette County:
An appraisement Bill of the Personal Estate of Thos Blakeney
deceased, made in accordance with éhe—f:,lefed—w%ﬁt will
Number ARTICLES palss TRE

1| Bay horse [mule] 17 years old name Caleb 4000
1| Spoted red head cow & calf name Redhead 10[00
1| Red Muley cow & calf name Amy 8100
1| White cow one hom broke off name Pint 7100
1| Speckled muley Heffer 2 years old 400
1| Tan sided muley cow & calf name Browny 8100
1| Black sided Bull 2-1/2 years old 600
1| Red sided Heffer 2-1/2 " " 6|00
1| Red sided Heffer 1-1/2 " " 3|60
1| Gin gearing castings 2|00
1| Gin head under repair 40100
1| Yoke Black Oxen name Bright & Bully 35100
1| Ox wagon running gear 15|00
1| Blacksmith Anvill Bellows & Hammers & Tongs 10|00
1|[__ ] doublefoot plow stock 50
1| Cotton seraper 50
1| oat cutter 4|00
1| Lot [fence wire] 1125

Amount carried forward 223|125
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Number

ARTICLES

VALUE

Dollars Cents
‘Amount brought forward 22325
1| Balance and 10 weights 1100
1| auger %/, 1 auger */, 50
1|sorgum mill & pan 8|00
1)old Loom 100
1| spotted sow and 4 pigs 400
1| Red Muley cow hind legs & Belly white 6]00
1| yearling calf 2100
1| Black Horse 20100
1| Wardrobe 12.00 /Fold Leaf Table 1.50 13|50
2| Tables one has a drawer 1100
1| [Bea__] 4.00 / Cooking Range & vessels 5.00 9,00
1| Sofa 1.00 / 1 Kitchen Table 1.50 2|50
1| Book stand and 1 water stand 75
1| Lot dishes plates kitchen knives & Forkes 2100
1| o0il can and a half [Bw] measure 50
1| Looking glass .80 / Looking glass .20 100
1| Clock 2.00 / Tray .25 2|25
3 | Water Buckets and 1 Tin Pan 75
2|[__] doz [grons] and [Things] 75
1| Cross cut saw 1.00 / Hand saw 1.00 2|00
1| Turn plow and Box [froe] sundries 1100
1| Large Bucket and Fallow 25
1|2 gal jar and 2 1 gal jugs 30
1| 3 gal jar and 1 Basket 20
45 | ib Bacon 2.25 garden rakes hoes 0.50 2|75
1| Large pot 2.00 / 1/2 Barrel .50 2|50
1| Dinner Pot .80 1 Skillit & Lid .20 100
13 | Chairs @ .20 1 wheel Barrow 2.00 4|60
1| Lot Leather 1100
1| Feather Bed 1 Matress 1 sheet & pillows & sted 10100
1| Bed sted 2 Matrasses and 2 Pillows 5100
1| old style wheeler & wilson sewing machine 1000
338|135

Amount carried forward
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Document No. 7 -- Real Estate Appraisal

The State of Ala

Fayette County

) Thomas Blakeney
) Estate of
Land appraisment

Mrs Simon Poe Tract 330 acres $1650.00
Isaac Shepherd Tract 120 480.00
Amos Roberts " 320 " 500.00
George Black " 200 " 300.00
Reynolds " 220 " 880.00
Jas. Thule s 120 " 360.00
J. D. Thomas " 80 240.00
Vice " 40 " 100.00
Holinger " 160 " 200.00
Old Homestead * 40 1000.00
One house and " 3 700.00

2030 6410.00

This last tract is valued in total without considering the
reversenary interest as to old homestead.

‘We the undersigned appraisers hereby certify the above to
be a true list of the real estate belonging to the estate of
Thomas Blakeney deceased to the best of our ability and
knowledge.

W. W. Jones
F. D. Perkins
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Thomas Blakeney, Master

State of Alabama To the Hon. the Judge of Fayette County the
Poobate Court of said county the Petition of Thomas Blakeney,
a citizen of said county Respectfully Represents unto

he has too colered children with him which formly belonged
to him they are as follows one boy named Gerry, aged about ten
years and girl Sarah aged about six years of age. they are freed
children and belonged to applicant before being freed they have
no person able and suitable to Raise them making it necessary
that they be apprenticed for their support Petitioner asks that
they may be appointed to the Controll of said children as master
and these Letters of apprinteciship may be granted to him over
the Persons of Said children upon his giving the proper bond in
the proper sum and to this End Petitioner will ever pray

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th of Oct. 1866
his

B.H. Williams Judge Thomag, . Blakeney

27
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Thomas Blakeney Master
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‘now all men by these presents that me Thomas Blakeney, are held

and firmly bonded unto B.H. Williams Judge of Court of same county

and his successers in office in office in the Penal sum of one

thousand Dollars fu (for) the sure payment of which sum we bind
ouUrselves —-—-mmmmmmmm e each Of —-cemcmmm e
-------------- iNne-e-cececcccrcccand ~--memee-wa--Jointly severly

and firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this

the 15th October 1866 the condition of the above obligations is

such that whereas the above bonded Thomas Blakeney, was on this

day appointed Master of Gerry, and Sarah Blakeneys Freed children

the first about ten yrs of age the latter about six years of age

and should the said Blakeney carry out the provisions of the --cewcwa--
in such cases have them taught to read and write and cypher as

far as the Rule of three, and at the Expirsation of the term of )
their service as apprentices furnish them with two complete new
suits of clothing, there and in their case the above obligations

to be void otherwise to Remain in full force and -valid,---a-

MBeRESwa1 tefhRkeney
«aken and approved this the 15th

Oct. 1866. B.H. Williams Judge of Probate

The State of Alabama Probate Court of said Fayette County
and by special term the 15th day of Oct. 1866 I B.H. Williams
Judge of Probate Court of said county hereby certify these
letters of apprenticeship over Gerry & Sarah Blakeney'freed
children of said county will on this day guarentee to Thomas
Blakeney of said county who has given Bored and qualified as
such master and is authorized to controll said children Given
under my hand at office the the 15th of Oct. 1866.

B.H. Williams Judge of Probate
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