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How to Join
Children of the American Revolution (CAR),
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), and
Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)

The location of the SAR is <http.//www.sar.org/> This list the state
organizations and local chapter in the state. If you know of a chapter that you
want to join they will have a “Registrar” who will help you complete your
application. Many members who do not want to actively participate join chapter
in other locations either because there relative served in that state or for other
reasons.

1f you do not have a chapter my husband is the “Registrar” for the
Cullpepper Minutemen Chapter in Virginia and could enter your information
onto the correct form and sponsor you if you want. His e-mail is
tlyday(@earthlink.net. Just tell him you want to join the chapter.

Thave enclosed “proof” from Thomas Blakney born in SC and died in
Alabama that [ have put on a disk and will be placing on the web.

You would have to provide
Generation 1 Your birth and marriage certificate
Generation 2 Birth, marriage certificate ? death certificate if deceased
Generation 3 At this point you probably will use census records or bible records.

Most cities have LDS “Family Centers” that can order microfilm or local

libraries that also can order the information. Kay Blakeney could help

you more with Alabama libraries. Involves getting a copy of the
microfilm reals or CD’s and location the person on the census and
making a copy to submit. If your relative have been in one spot, this
should be relatively easy.

Many of the members I know paid to have someone else do this
research. The State SAR organization can provide you with a list of people or a
local genealogy society. Iimage Walt or Doc has much of this information
‘http://www.geneasearch.com/states/alabama.htm
http://www.vitalrec.com/marriage.htm]

You can get free genealogy forms at
<http.//www.frecgencalogylookups.com/narchives. htm and most of the libraries
have books that list where to write for the state records.
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Walter Blakeney, great grandfather Louis Columbus Blakeney, were all physicians.
We are not sure about Louis Alexander Blakeney, yet.

1 have my whole pedigree in PAF 5.0, or if you use other software, | could send you
a GEDCOM? That is if you want my complete pedigree?? | have about 2400 names
init.

Hope to talk with you more,

Wﬁéafty

----- Original Message-----

From: Doc. Holliman [mailto:holliman@psknet.com]
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2002 9:28 PM

To: whb@houston.rr.com

Subject: Fw: Capt. John Blakeney

---- Original Message —-

From: Doc. Holliman

To: whb@canelon.com

Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2002 11:56 PM
Subject: Capt. John Blakeney

Dear Mr. Blakeney:

| was surfing around tonight, looking for Blakeney and Holliman websites. | stumbled over your name
and email address on Ancestry.com.

Capt. John Blakeney was my 5-great grandfather and | have been searching for years to prove his
parentage and spouses. May | inquire of your sources for his parents (Robert Blakeney and Susannah
Ormsby) and his spouses (Mary E. "Peggy" Evans and Margaret Elizabeth UNKNOWN) ?

| have a wealth of information on Blakeneys that | would be glad to share plus some outstanding photos
of my 3-great grandfather, Thomas and his son, William, my 2-great grandfather who died in the Civil
War. My line from Capt. John was: son William, to Thomas, to William, to Belzy Ann Blakeney Baker,

to Anne Elizabeth Baker Holliman, to Cecil R. Holliman, Esq., to me.

May | hear from you at your convenience ? Thanking you in advance, | am, sincerely, Rhodes B.
Holliman, Ph.D., M.D. (ret.)
5684 Howell Drive, Dublin, VA 24084 holliman@psknet.com

6/2/2002
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Bill Blakeney" <whb@houston.rr.com>
To: "Doc. Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 25, 2002 1:38 PM

Attach:  Capt John Blakeney 00.rtf; LCBRJV&.jpg
Subject: RE: Capt. John Blakeney

Most of the info | got on Capt. John Blakeney, was from Joe Blakeney
JBlakeney@dcmde.dcma.mil . He provided no sources, but sent me a LARGE
Microsoft Word document, which | am attaching to this e-mail. If he is able to
provide sources, let me know and | will enter those also, into my data.

1 also have a lot of Blakeney lines, and several photos, which | would love to share
with you. Attached is a picture of Lewis Columbus Blakeney, and wife Rachael
Rebecca Jane Vail.

1 am working on the following lines; BLAKENEY, GRIFFITTS, LITTLE, BOGGAN,
FUNDERBURK (FUNDERBURGH, VON DER BERG), ORMSBY (ORMESBY),
OTTERBACH, VAIL, GOLIGHTLY, BOGGAN, DELANEY, LANEY, GOODSON,
FLENNIKEN, DAVIDSON, HINCH (HENCE), MAY, GILLESPIE, BEAVER, BRADLEY,
CHEVALIER, HEITE (HITT), BORIN, FINN, MEFREDE, BOYD, DE BARTEL,
EYSSAUTIER, DE TANC (DU TANC), GROMAT, DE FLANDRE, JOHNSTON, WILSON,
HERRON, MAGDALENA and LAIDET.

Here is where | stand on the BLAKENEYS (W.H. Blakeney, Jr., is me);

William Hubbard Blakeney, Jr. b. 2 Aug 1943 m. Canelon
William Hubbard Blakeney, Sr. b. 22 Jul 1917 m. Griffitts
William Walter Blakeney b. 10 Nov 1876 m. Little

Lewis Columbus Blakeney b. Nov 1851 m. Vail

Lewis Alexander Blakeney b. abt 1812 m. Funderburk
John Blakeney, Jr. b.14 Jan 1758 m. May

Capt. John Blakeney, Sr. b. abt 1730 m. Evans

Robert Blakeney b. 1708 m. Ornsby

William Blakeney b. 1676 m. Bowerman

Thomas Blakeney b. abt 1645 m. Hatton

Launcelot Blakeney b. 1555

1 am a histologist, my dad (William Hubbard Blakeney, Sr.), grandfather William
6/2/2002
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Christine Reynolds™ <christine.reynolds@westminster-abbey.org>
To: "Doc. Holliman™ <holliman@psknet.com>
Sent: Monday, February 02, 2004 6:11 AM

Subject:  Blakeney photo

--—--Original Message-----

From: Doc. Holliman [maiito:holliman@psknet.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 28, 2004 11:45

To: christine.reynolds@westminster-abbey.org
Subject: Before and after

Dear Dr Holliman,

Thank you for the picture of the restored gravestone, which looks very good. | will send off the photo of the
Bath stall plate to you today - it will be a challenge to restore that!. Our accounts department will arrange to
take 12.50 sterling from your credit card.

The inscription on the plate, which as | said is difficult to make out now, is, as far as | can see:

Du Noble Seigneur GUILLAUME BLAKENEY Baron BLAKENEY de Castle Blakeney au Royaume
d'IRLANDE Lieutenant General des armees du Roi Colonel du Regiment d'Infanterie de Inniskilling et
Chevalier du tres Honorable Ordre du BAIN. Installé le 26 jour de May MDCCLXI

The date of installation, 1761, is on the plate, not the date he was knighted (all the piates have French
inscriptions at this period)

The family motto underneath the arms is "Auxilium meum ab alto" (My help is from above). The circular
one around the arms is the Bath motto "Tria junta in uno” (three joined in one)

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Christine Reynolds (Miss)
Asststant Keeper of the Muniments

Westminster Abbey Library,
The Cloisters,
London SWI1P 3PA

This is an email from Westminster Abbey. This e-mail contains information which is confidential to the
addressee. You should not disclose the contents to any other person, nor place any reliance upon it, or
copy, produce or forward all or any of it in any form. If you are not the intended recipient and/or receive
this email in error, please accept our apology. We should be obliged if you would immediately telephone
us on 020 7222 5152 or email postmaster@westminster-abbey.org and then delete the message from your
system.

2/2/2004
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The Blakeney Family Newsletter
The Descendanty

of

CaptairJohn Blakeney
(C.1732-1832)

OfRevohmovM Fame

the honor ofyour presence
at theAnnual
Blakeney Family Reunion
Saturday, August 14, 2004
Fayette Civic Center & Art Mugewm
530 TenpleAvenue North
Fayette Alabamas
10:00AM until 3:00 PM,
Bring a covered dish/ to-share

Volume IX Augsut 2003

The art museum has over 3500 pieces of art, including an
extensive collection of folk art by local artists Jimmie Lee
Sudduth, Reverend Benjamin Perkins, and Sybil Gibson (205-
932-8727)

Registration : $2.00 per Adult begins at 10:30 AM

Directions:

From Reform: 17 N to a right on AL 96. A right at Columbus St
'W; left at 3rd Street, NW; left on Temple Avenue N.

From Tuscaloosa: US 43 N to Columbus St E; right on Temple
Avenue N,

The 2005 Reunion is planned for Aliceille with a visit to the
World War I German Prisoners. Museum. The tTheme will be
Remembersing WWII 60 years later. We hope to have some
veterams talk about their experiences
<http://www.pickens.net/~museum/>

Jerry Blakeney (Son of Thomas Blakeney)

Spouse 1: Jerry Blakeney

Spouse 2: Eliza Driver

Marriage Date: 30 Dec 1878
Marriage Place: Lamar
Surety/Bond Date:

Performed By: Minister Gospel
Surety/Perf. Name: George Prewitt

Children
1. Elijah (Della)
Children unknown
1I. Posey (1* wife Cora Prewitt)
A. Walter (Eddie Mae)
1. Shirley (George) Died 1989
a. Tresha (two sons)
1. Cameron
2. Jaylin
b. Kevin (Sharon) (one daughter)
1. Taylor
¢. Torrey (Penny) (one son)
1. Malachi
d. Mia (two children)
1. Shirlea
2. Mennalique
2. Edward Earl (current wife Charlisa) (five children by
previous wife Valencia)
a. Edward jr (wife Rose)
1. Terrell
b. Anthony (sholanda)
1. Kimberly
2. Antionna
¢c. Jennifer (Terry Reynolds) 3 children
1. Terry IIT
2. Tatiyana
3. Tya
d. Rodney (Audrey)
1. Rodney jr

Jerry Blakéney
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2. Olivia
e. Brian (no children)

3. Gwendolyn (Herman Shephard) 3 children

a. Alisha (David Jones) 3 children
1. Ashley
2. Christian
3. Darrius

b. Wanda (Ronald Pierce) 2 children

1. Brittany
2. Brandon
¢. Herman jr
4, Deloris (Michael Riggs) 2 children
a. Michael
b. Veda
1. Kayla
§. Walter James
a. Brandon
b. Shirley
¢. Jasmine
6. Reginald (no children)
7. Glynnda (Billy Reed) 3 children
1. Keagan
2. Branson
3. Ryan
. Mary (K.C. Clements) 5 children
1. Cora (Samuel Stewart) no children
2. Sylvester (2 children)
1. Sylvester jr (Renee) 2 children
a. Marquise
b. Dawn
3. Walter Samuel (Charlene) 4 children
1. Cedric
2. Kerrish
3. Ernestine
4. Jermaine
4. Janice (4 children)
1. Audrey
2. Latoya
3. De’Andre

4. Corey
5. Shelia (2 children)
1. Brandon
2. Kevin
C. Neeley (Cleveland Burns) 3 children
1. Louise
a, Frankie
b. Benjamin
2. Jeanette { no children)
3. Evelyn

Posey’s 2* wife Myrthie (3 children)

D. Porter (Elizabeth) 6 children
1. Porter Lee jr
a. John Damian
b. Regina (3 children)
1. Eric
2, Erron
3. Evin
c. Joan (4 children)
1. Elery (1 child)
a. Eboney
2. Stephanie
3. Yosha (1 child)
a. Danterrya
4. Anson
d. Anthony (Margaret)
¢, Dwight (Veoletta) 3 children
1. Demetrice (1 child)
a. Metriuana
2. Dwight jr
3. Darius
f. Phillip (3 children)
1. Phillip jr (1 child)
a. Phillip 11T
2. Cortez
3. Philyana
2. Jimonie (current wife Alice Taylor) 1 child
A. Cedric ( mother Bettye Jean Blakney

3. Joe Nathan ( Margaret Humphries) 3 children

A, Valerie
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B. Joe Nathan jr
C. Michael
ML Martha (Spouse last name was Hyche) 5 children
1. Wilbert
2. James
3. Mary
4. Howard
5. Ashley
IV. John (2 children)
1. Elizabeth (1 child)
a. Carolyn
2. Louise (2 children)
a. Peggy
b. Jerry
V. Jim
VL. Marvin (Minnie) 6 children
1, Marvin jr
2. James
3. willie
4. Elizabeth
5. Dina
6. Floyd
VII. Evelyn ( Convencie Green) 4 children
1. Arnett
2. Juanita
3. Mary Evelyn
4. James Arthur
These are also Jerry’s children, but their mother’s name and other
information is unknown.
VL Jody Knolls
IX. Willie Blakney

Executive Board Meeting of 2002

After so long a while, Pat, Al and | finally got our thoughts together
and | will try to put them down for you. The comments that follow are
just from the 3 of us.

Our comments/suggestions:
1. The three of us are in agreement that we prefer to have the
reunion at Tannehill. We are just not comfortable with meeting at a
restaurant. According to Pat's records we have sufficient funds to
cover Tannehill for several meetings if necessary. (| think she said
we had a little more than $500.00 she can give you the exact amt.) If
Tannehill is ok with you for 2003,1 will call in November and request
the 2nd Saturday in August, or 1st if necessary.
2. Have a meeting of the officers, and any others your recommend,
prior to the group meeting next year to discuss items needing
aftention. This could be while the others are registering, or
whenever.
3. Perhaps we could have a social meeting the evening before for
those in town. This might be a good opportunity to brainstorm about
future plans. (We could have it at our house, or meet somewhere for
supper)
4. Send a reminder card to all at least 4-6 weeks before the meeting.
Could also use this as a chance to remind them to send in family
news. We have used cards in the past and it worked well.
5. Bring newsletters to meeting and give out at registration. The
family tree could be placed on the Internet and copies only by
request. (Save paper and time.) Each family unit needs to review the
tree and make sure it is up to date.
8. Cater food for 2003. During general meeting ask group how they
want to manage food for future meetings. Also, get feedback on
what they would like to do at the reunion. i.e. planned program vs.
free time to visit or-——
7. For what its worth the sources that we have consulted do not
encourage non-profit status for small, limited activity groups. Even
without this designation we could still pursue special projects that
interest the family. ~ Kay and Adolph

OVERVIEW OF REUNION EXPENSES

‘This overview is prepared to help in planning for future rewnions. It is becoming more difficult to
find places that are free or low cost. | was unable to get reservations at Tannehill for this year due fo
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demand. Summer weekends are very popular. I have checked and catering in Tuscaloosa s a little
tmore expensive than out in the County.

What we need to decide: How much do we want to spend for the reunion facility? What do we want
to spend for food? Bring covered dish or cater? How to determine the number of persons to plan for?

(Kay B)
2003
Phelps Activity Center §120.00
Kitchen at center $40.00
Refundable deposit $50.00
Total $210.00
OTHER
Paper goods and drinks (est)  $35.00
Postage $24.38
Posteards $14.00
Printing Newsletter
(Handout this year)
Registration Fee this year #X  $2.00 per person
2002
Tannehill Bldg * $100.00  *expenses paid by treasurer
Food (est. 35)* $175.00
Paper goods (D) $25.00
Iee and drinks (D) $21.00
Deserts (D) $35.00
Newsletter* $36.00
Total $385.00
Income:
28 adults @ 10.00 $280.00  *report from treasurer that income for
3 children @ 5.00 $1500 2002 was $414.00.
Donation $16.00
200] Newtonville (did not have figures)
2002
Shepherd Church $100.00
Food $192.50
Postage $33.00
Paper goods (D)
Drinks, ice (D)
Desert (D)
Total $325.00
Income:
Registration/food $267.00
Donation $100.00
Check $16.00
Total income $283.00
7

High School Graduates

‘William d. Blakeney, son of Billie Blakeney, and grandson of Adolph and
Kay, graduated from Tuscaloosa Academy May 16, 2003. William will be
attending the University of Alabama this fall.

Marriages

Marriage of Erin Rebecca Hensley (daughter of Julie Dye Hensley,
granddaughter of Montie Ray Blakeney Dye, and great granddaughter of
Lee Boyd) to William Scott Hicks on June 28, at Trinity United Methodist
Church, Greenville, TN,

Douglas H, Sanders Jr.,, (son of Jerome Hickman, grandson of Travis
Blakeney Hickman, and great-grandson of William Thomas Blakney)
married Teresa Ann Williams on July 12 in Fayette, AL. The bride is the
daughter of W.C. and Betty Williams of Fayette, granddaughter of the late
William Clinton and Allie Williams, and the late Holly and Maude Pender.
She is a 1980 graduate of Fayette County High School and a 1984 graduate
of Mississippi University for Women where she earned her B.S. in
Journalism. She also holds a B.S. in Elementary Education from MUW.
Doug is the grandson of Kenneth and Ruth sanders of Benevola, Louise
Wilson of Aliceville and the late Dr. Robert K. Wilson, Sr. Doug is a 1975
graduate of Pickens Academy and a 1978 graduate of the University of
Alabama with a B.A. in Communications, majoring in journalism. Doug is
the editor and publisher of the Pickens County Herald in Carrollton. Aftera
wedding trip, Doug and Teresa will reside in Benevola. Family and friends
are invited to attend their wedding reception on August 16 at 3 P.M. at the
Fayette Civic Center.

Awards and Honors

Congratulations to Jerome Hickman (son of Travis Blakeney Hickman,
and grandson of William Thomas), who was the 2002 Gordo Citizen of the
Year as part of the 16" Annual Mule Day/Chickenfest in Gordo. As a
young man, Jerome built and flew model airplanes. In 1957 he joined the
army, completing basic training at Ft. Jackson, SC and infantry training at
Ft. Polk, LA. He came home to Gordo to work for his father and to obtain
his private pilot’s license. In 1970, Hickman’s Hatchery merged with Peco
Foods Inc. And in 1982 the Hickman’s became sole owners of Peco by
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buying out their partner. Under his leadership, along with brother Denny,
the company grew to become the 17" largest poultry company in the nation.
Married to the former Peggy Wilson in 1970, the couple combined three
daughters and two sons from previous marriages that have grown to nine
grandchildren. Jerome is a member of the Gordo First Baptist Church, the
Gordo Rotary Club, Gordo Industrial Board, and the Pickens County
Economic Development Board. He is a past board member of the Pickens
County Medical Center, Bank of Gordo, and West Alabama Bank & Trust.
He is past president and long-time secretary-treasurer for the Gordo Rotary
Club. He served on the board of the Alabama Poultry and Egg Association
and is a past member of Southern Hens. In 1980, Jerome invented a micro-
system named Beta Raven that automatically dispensed micro ingredients
into feed. He sold the business in 1988. Jerome initiated the Veterans Day
observance, which has become an annual event in Gordo. He was
recognized by State Representative Allen Layson who presented a
resolution adopted by the Alabama House of Representatives for his
involvement in founding the Gordo Veterans Day celebration. He and his
brother do a “fly over” in their planes/jets in Gordo as well as the Aliceville
Veterans Day observance (Pickens County Herald, v. 155, no. 15, April 9,
2003, p. 1, 14)

Added comment—Jerome is very active with the Experimental Aircraft
Association <http://caa.org> and spent the last week of July in Oshkosh, WI
at the annual aircraft show.

Moved

Ned And Dedra Kay Blakeney Davis (daughter of Durell Blakeney and
granddaughter of Lee Boyd) moved on Saturday, June 14, to Ukraine to
minister through their music to the Ukrainian people. You can share their
mission with pictures and updates at http://sailfish.exis.net/~mandm/.

Illnesses

Rhodes (Doc) Holliman reported he would be at the Cancer Center at the
University of Virginia Medical School. My beloved wife (Phyllis Anne)
has appointments beginning Monday morning, March 10th. She will be
seeing Dr. Payton T. Taylor who is the foremost gynecologic cancer surgeon
we could find. He has 3 colleagues who are eminently qualified. They are
all specialists in surgical ovarian oncology.

Deaths

Jamelle Blakeney Morgan (48) of 544 35™ died on May 12, 2003, at DCH
Regional Medical Center, Tuscaloosa, AL. Services were held May 19 at
Eastside Church of Christ, Minister Omah C. Smith, Jr. officiating. Burial
was at Cedar Oak Memorial park. Jamelle was preceded in death by her
father, James Henry Blakeney, Sr., mother Betty Lou Van Hoose Blakeney,
grandparents Marvin Blakney, Minnie Blakney, Betty Mae Van Hoose and
Eli Van Hoose. Survivors included spouse Wilson Morgan, daughter La
Quitta Shameka Morgan, son Xavier Winston Morgan, sister, Minnie
Blakney Collins, brothers, James Henry Blakney, Jr., a number of aunts,
uncles, cousins, brother-in-laws and sister-in-laws, nieces, nephews and a
special aunt.

Harvey Blakney by Harvey Nichols (Nick) Blakeney, Jr. This
is probably the worst mail I have ever had to write. We lost Dad Thursday
morning, January 2, 2003. He fought as long as he could, but that big heart
of his finally gave out. He was interred with full military honors yesterday
following a civilian wake and funeral. He'd have been proud. A special
naval detachment came over from Pascagoula. It was a beautiful, cloudless
day and the ceremony was flawless. Dad wasn't much for tooting his own
horn; to the best of my knowledge, he had never worn his dress blues since
his retirement. The one thing that he had asked for was to be buried in
uniform, with honers.

I wanted to let ya'll know, because you folks meant a lot to him. 1
am so grateful that he and I were able to make the reunion at Tannehill. We
talked often about what a fine group of cousins we had "up North". I'm
going to be out of pocket for a while, but I'll gather all of his family
information.

Albert Floyd Blakeney (86) of Selma, formerly of Aliceville, Alabama,
passed away June 4, 2003 at a local hospital. Mr. Blakeney worked for 50
years in the textile industry and farmed in the Sapps Community. He served
in the U.S. Army in World War II. The funeral service was grave side on
June 7 at Magnolia Gardens, Aliceville, AL. Pallbearers were his grandsons
and nephew, James V. Blakeney, Tommy Blakeney, Michael Blakeney, and
Johnny Heritage.

He was survived by a son, Dwight Floyd (Annie), of Tuscaloosa,
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and a daughter, Julia (Ross) Hobbs of Selma; three grandchildren, Callie
Smith Hobbs, Antonie Thomas, and Brandon Blakeney; three brothers,
Boyd (Eleanor Grace) of Coker; M.B. (Pat) Mobile, and his twin Lloyd
(Grace), of Aliceville; two sisters, Ruth (Bob) Ricks and Agnes (Buddy)
Lantham, both of Tuscaloosa. His wife of 63 years, Mildred Driver
Blakeney, his parents, and two sisters, Odell Blakeney and Ora Blakeney,
preceded him in death.

Possible site of William Blakeney’s burial
http://www.geocities.com/CollegePark/Grounds/723 5/silverdal
etxt/

Condensed History of the Silverdale Confederate Cemetery

http:/jworm@cdc.net/>Jerry A. Wormsley<
Chattanooga Area Relic and Historical Association

In January 1900 the Nathan Bedford Forrest Confederate Veterans Camp at
Chattanooga received an important letter. This letter from William Standifer described an
abandoned cemetery on his farm that was said to contain from 75 to 100 Confederate
graves. This letter was in response to articles in the Chattanooga papers about the other
places in the city where Confederates were buried and who was caring for those
Cemeteries. Mr. Standifer wanted to know why no one was caring for the Confederates on
his farm. The veterans, not wishing any comrade to lic neglected, appointed a commitiee to
investigate this situation.

The committee visited Mr. Standifer at his home at Silverdale, between
Chattanooga and Cleveland, Tennessee. They found Mr. Standifer an invalid and nearly
blind. He told the committee and it's chairman, J. F. Shipp, that the soldiers were from
General Bragg's army and that they had died in a nearby hospital. Efforts by Mr. Shipp,
including letiers to the War Records Office, made requests for information in the
newspapers nationwide. Requests for information from veterans organizations and trips to
Richmond and Washington to view records were to no avail. The names of the soldiers and
the reason for their being buried on Mr. Standifer's farm remained a mystery. One of the
graves was excavated and the metal remains of the uniform verified that it was indeed a
Confederate Soldier. There are about 155 Confederate Soldiers buried in the cemetery but,
due to the deterioration of the wooden markers and lack of records, there are currently
only15 names of men who may be buried there.

General Braxton Bragg succeeded General Beauregard, commander of the Army
of Mississippi, shortly after the Battle of Shiloh and on July 21, 1862 ordered 27,818 men
to Chattanooga, Tennessee in preparation for his famed Kentucky campaign. These men
had been in camps in northern Mississippi where there was poor water, shallow wells,
mosquitoes, and dysentery; many had already died. The troops amived in Chattanooga
August 1, 1862. The number of troops made it necessary for most of them to be located
outside of town. Brigadier General .M Wither's Division was placed at Tyner's Station on
the railroad, 10 miles from town. The men buried at Sliverdale are from General Withers'

11

division hospital. His division consisted of men from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and South Carolina. The hospital was housed in 100 tents; it remained at
Tyner's Station and in control of Withers' Division until it was moved to Cleveland,
Tennessce in December due to weather becoming too cold for the men to remain in tents.

Interest in this cemetery dwindled since the soldiers names could not be
determined and the veterans camp already cared for and administered their own cemetery
on Third Street in Chattanooga. At a veterans meeting in 1903, attention was called to the
neglected condition of the cemetery and a committee was appointed. The necessary funds
($75) were raised to purchase the cemetery lot from Mr. Standifer’s widow. In 1904 and in
1926 another committee raised $2,000 for the Cemetery. With these funds and donations
of materials, cement, cast iron signs, and transportation, a stone fence was erected to
replace the wire fence. By 1934 the highway commissioner had erected a large concrete
archway over the drive and local foundries again donated cast iron signs. Several
groups and organizations have made efforts to maintain the grounds in presentable
condition. The county road crews were able to spare an occasional truck of gravel for the
old country road now being used as a driveway. The efforts, though sporadic, were
probably the best care the site had since the twenties or thirties.

A Chattanooga newspaper article on June 26, 1979, brought the cemetery to the
attention of the Chattanooga Area Relic and Historical Association. A board of directors
was appointed. Although the non-profit corporation has not been active since 1979, the
Chattanooga Area Relic and Historical Association has maintained its position as a trustec,
and has worked diligently for the past twenty years to maintain constant care for the
Confederates buried in the Sliverdale Confederate Cemetery. The members have regularly
mown the grass, raked leaves, and picked up fallen limbs and trash. This group has
‘maintained the walls, removed all the bushes and vines from around the walls, provided and
emptied trash cans, installed flagpoles, flown Confederate flags, and served as hosts to
visiting groups. This has been accomplished with almost no funds other than member
donations. Although this group has been recognized by the mayor's office and has received
a Scenic Cities Beautiful Award, it has done all this rather quietly, almost anonymously.

Kay Blakeney talked to a person who read from a diary concerning William
and will be sharing that with us in future newsletters. Phyllis Lyday will
contact the Chattanooga Area Relic and Historical Association for
information on the 15 names know at Silverdale Cemetery to try and
correlate them with William’s 41 ALabama Company B to check if some of
the people served with William. Phyllis will also contact Charlestown, TN
and inquire if there were any church records that may show who died at the
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, which was used as a hospital during the
Civil War.

Information on Blakeneys is being added to web site at
<www.blakeneyfamily.org>
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