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Sodiate) Book ' Blakuney™ by,
R el Blake e, Faqtc
Co, Lipranc

TO THE DESCENDANTS OF THOHAS BLA

EV, 1500-1596 , FAVETTE COUNTY, ALABAUA

1 have weleomed the opportunity Lo s2twe this yean as histonian. 1 Zhink this
iayidn part, due to the fact that T om getting ofder, When you cxe yowtg, you
are dnterested in making wows own st-tement, When you become obdex and Gie
confronted. so to speak, with your ov: movtality, then history becomes mexe
portant. This year has been ome of discovery fox me -- challenging at times,
boring at times, and, finally, sober: g with the nealization that the parcels of
time atfocated %o owr use can 0 quic 2y sLip away, Family membess who
shared this time of neuwnion with us L 52 year are, this year, absent grem the
fabd. We: ane thanbful forx thein. time with.us in. this wornld,, and.we are.

Tonfidont of thein §incl reunion witi us in yet another Time and place.

When T was a small boy on @ fanm in - ‘abama, my mother often quoted a

biblical passage fo the effect that ' good name is nather to be chosen than
grant riches”. 1 have not been expo 2d 2o great niches, but 1 have cluays
been proud to bear the rame, The na 2 is, of cowwse, the common denominaton
hore: e each come into this world woluntanily, and we Zeave the same way.
We axe incividuals of God's creation and we are each diffexent fxom the other.
We cannot basic in the neflected glon of an illustricus ancestry, rox can we
be hatd responsible for those mistak s they may have made, The time botween
e annival and the departure become our contribution o history, The
interpratation of that comtribution L be made by people other than curselves,
-d some will annive at different co) Lusons. The interpretotion is not so0
important as the judgement -- and &0 te the judgement is made by Ged, our
accountability wilk be made Zo Him,

We shore a name that has had its pla 2 in histony since the days
the Coi The Nowman spelling % de Blakeney, and the de E:
mpontant pests in the period of Eng ish history following the co
Later, the "de” was dropped, and BLc eney was the rame carnied ouer
and ther 2o Amenica. The relationsh'n 0§ the Blakeneys fo the ruling families

in England makes very interesting nc -ding, and we have included a_fen

descriptive notes on some individua s of distinction. Hemwy the Eighth's
wifontunate wife, Anne Boleyn, was ¢ Blakeney nelation. Sin Pescy Bikeney

was the subject of a famcus painting by the Duich artist, Franz Hals, entitled
"The Laughing Cavaliex”, This Six *2ney was a great grandfather of the even

none famous Six Percy Blakency know in stony and §ilm as "The Scarfet Pimpernel”.
This-man played the part of a foppi ' aociety playboy but was, in fact, a twe
adventurer who saved the Lives of @ most one thousand people during the

Fronch RevoZution. He wis maunied -2 a Frenchwomar and wes & close friend of

the Duke of Wales. The Blakeneys wi te definitely Royalists, but had the ability
Zo shigt with the political tides. Roger Blakeney was a member of Parliament

{0 Creat Yawmouth .n 1541, and Joh: Blakeney wes a Parliament member fox the
county of Nonjolh in 1447

The Blakeney rame appexrs in the Irish Pariiament almost continucusly from 1613
to #he sepeal of the Union in i§01. Oueen ELizabeth gave Buo soms of

Lawicetot Boskency Lands in the pecage of Tnefand in refwn fox services
rendored 2o the Crown, One of these sons, named Thoras, settfed ot

Hount Blakeney n the south of Treiand, and the othe:
Casite Blakerey in the west, We descended from the
you might suspec, and the Thomases have been the most nepetitive names 4n our
fanity, with the Witkiams @ close second,
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GENERAL STR WILLIAN BLAKENEY (1672 - 1753)

Ceneral Sir Wiltian Blakeney was born at Mount Blakency, Tnefand, in the

year 1672, His eantiost military service comsisted of onganizing his father's
fenants 2o {ight o the insurgent Inish "Rappances™.  Both Witfoam and his
Sather were membons of the Inish Parliament, Genena? Blakoncy was & wealthy
ran who shared his prospprity {recly with his family and his couwntry, e
opett his ine in Lhe militany, and his brothen wes Left in charge of the
estate. am spent his oun money Zo Aaise a regiment of troops 40

asedat England in the war against Spain. He brought his oun ship £ America
and necruited Lroops -- some of the ecruits were Blahencys from England

uho were related Lo him.  King George 1T made William a Knight of Eath and
Lond Blakeney of Mount Blahoney in return fox his herole degense of the
Jsland of Minonca. Wittiam died in the year 1761, at the age of §9, and was
buried at Uesininster Abbey. He had no children, and the £itfe bookmo extivet.
His younger brothen, Robert, inherited the estate.

Senoral Blzkoney's rephews came to America just after the Inish Rebeffion,
Thene uas @ thoubled political ebimate at that tine, and it has never changed.
The Inish may nevex Loamn 2o Live with each other. 'The nephews were David.
Chambors and John. Like all of the Blakenays, they wore individusts of

differing religious and political phiZosophy. Some Blakeneys in Tretasd wore
Protestant and some wene Catholic, 1In the new world, one of the brothors

Supported independence fot the colonies, and the other tuo supported King Geonge.
Join became @ Captain in the regiment of Lemuel Benton and wnion <

08 Francis Marion, known a5 the "Suamp Fox", The colonies won independence
and, of course, David and Chambers Lost thein holdings and were foreed £o {2oe
fo Canade, They settted in Nova Scoti, where their descendants Zive foday.
e have been  them this year,

CAPTAIN J0;

BLAKENEY [

1§32)

Captaln John ard his sons were known as "higs", and the oyabists o the King
were catled "Tories'. John's family had setited on the upper pontion of
Lunches Creek, in what became known as Chestengield County, South Carobina,
John uey o trader and fanmor. In the early days, this ares beoame @ Laoless
fefuge. The onfy government was in Charleston and 200 far awny fo becoms
neaningful in faiw enfoncement. The chufich entered into the policies of
govewmment Lo §iL2 the void. St. David's Episcopal Parish embraced the area
i uiich the Blakeneys Lived, and John uas efected a vestrman and overseen of
Zhe poon. e also sewed as '« Justice of the Pesce. John's neighbos on ghe
Lunches was Charfes Evans, and he becane a prosperoes plantor. Joks's son,
Janes, married Chanles' widow, Hary, and she outbived Jancs by some years.

Ste contlnuod riding over theplantation and supervising its cotivitics ajtor
she wes eighty yeans of age.

Genral Jamos White Blakency uss a s0n of James and Mery, He fought dining the
Indlan Uars and fater becane a prominent 2zuyer and Logisbaton in

South Carolina. He iy bunied in the ofd cemetery at St. David's in Choras,
South Carofinz.
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Captain John and most of his other chil ten are buried neax Pageland,

South Canolina ir @ family graveyand. e cemetery 44 @ histonic place,

bnoun Lo alf of the focal residents, an was established in homon 0f this early
American patriot. Captain John's desce ‘ants have made significant
contributions during the §orration and -owth of this cowrtry. The choices of
vocations outside 0f agricalture have b n surprisingly service-oriented.

There has been a prepondercnce of medic - doctons, religious Leaders, edicatons
and Lawgors. There are 4wo Blakency hoo eholds Left in Pagefand today. One
brother 48 @ medical doctor, and the 0% x 4is with the Poszal Senvice. They
are descendants of Captain John.

WILLTAM BLAKENEY (1763

witiom was the son of Captain John and s buried in the famity graveyord.

He was mrniod 2o Nany Jachson. King Ge ge IT1 4ssued @ grant of Land 2o
(1i8ian and Marg in 1775. The King migh - not have §elt s0 gencrous the
foLowing year and might have taken it ¢tk if he could == Aince 1776 was not
a good year fon the King!

te are descendants of William and Mary z rough thein eldest son, Themas, who
came %o Alabana around the 18305,

witliam Lived out his shont Life in Ches 2nfield County, South Carolina.
Aften his death, his wife, Mery, gave a « «it claim deed to her waughier and
son-in-Law, Pefer May. We do noi know wi : this son-in-Law stood in higher
esteem than the three other sons-in-faw, One son, William, Jr., remained in
Chesterfield County and married @ Lady nc -ed Leah Shehoan. The other thee
sons mighated o Alabama. The eldest s0: . Thomas, setiled in Fayetfe County,
John moved to Linden in Marengo County, ¢ :d Hugh Lived at Belmont in

Sumpter County. We do net know if the b -thers ever saw each other ox had
any commundcation agten this time.

THOHAS BLAKE

(1500 - 1836)

The headstone at Chapel HiLE Cemetery ir Fayette County states that Thomas
died in 1892. Reconds of Probate indicc 2 the year was 1895, Whateven
She. conneot dte, Thanes Lived & Long an  fuiitiet Lige. witl is &
rezsure plece and, mone fhan anything ¢ s, neveals £he quality of his
meticubous and generous natwre.

He §inst married a Lady named Sarah Robe &5 e they Lived in South Carolina,
and they brought their eldest son, Willi m, with them fc fheir new home in

Atabana. 1§ you notice that the WKElar and Thomases gt confusing after

hile, inagine the plight of the poor c s takers and genealegists'

There were eight children botn o Thoma: and Saxah, and they needed a farge

house to accommodate them.
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JOHN- THOMAS BLAKENEY (1§49 - 1928)

Wiblian's ebdest son assumed @ responsible xofe quite carly in 2if
was said that he strapped a pistol on his side in defense of his kome.

The swurounding hills were §ull of deserters and raiding parties. One such
group aaided a neighboring farm and burned and pillaged it £
Rilling all the sfaves who Eived thete. He never k
He mannied a widow ncmed Lydia Duck
John Thomas and Lydia hed a Zong Life %
eight children. T never met John Thomas, 4n 1928, the year that 1
was boun. T wish that 1 kad known h'm. His pictuwres aeménd me somewhat of
@ more nefined Teddy Roosevelt. My 2dex brothers and sisters iemember him
fondey, and recall his great fove of gospel music.

Lee was the & 2o Jo'n Thomas and Lydia.
yeans on o timber

Ox. Peabody tagf, Uhen he was a young man, he
wortked on a gan near the home of Thomas Je§ferson Godiney,  Civil tax
veteran. He {ell in Love with the youngest daughter of Thomas Jei{erson,

whose name was Amelia. They were a imdsome couple, ard on December 6, 1905,
they atood befone Amelia's ofder broiier, Reverend Billy Godgrey, and exchanged
thein marital vows. Amelin Godfrey &lakeney brought 11 children into the
workd. She Lost three of them An inf ncy, but four boys and four girks

grew into adultheod. They ghew up du ing the bleak days of the Depression,

but didn't feel especially deprived c.d cortainly never felt a Lack of

parental Love. Lee continued to faum and practice his barbering trade until
his tate Life.

He died, as T think he would have wisied, between the funvrows of his vegetable
garden . . . the smell of the 404l and the harvest a fast sensation. T

3tood by Amelia as his cashet was Powared into the g "He was the
best-Looking man T ever saw,” she said.
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fistony takes on @ aather personal note faom this polnt gomvard .. .

on a faxn in Pickens Courty and am the youngest son of Lee and
4 sccondany education was completed at Pickens Courty High School in
bana, and 1 artonded Livingaton University in Sumpier Cowrty.
s my cldest brother, Revis Duin, graduated from
200 ebdon sisten, Linnie Mae Cnowder, My Late brother, who
eaptained the ginst footbalt tean gielded ot this
e Dunelt —- o the "Duke”, as he was afiectionately
e on, Thomas Graves, 6 buried in Arbington National
o S was a Major in the United States Ay and served “in tortd Uan 11
e duning the Konean conffict. 1 was a student widen mj ebder aister, Linnie,
e etdost aiater, GLiweie Lee Ashoat, exerted fhe extia push that 1
needed e tege. Ny siston, Lydia Laudice Wittians, prodiced the
Yinst grandson and the fast -- Buendy years apert. My goungest LAE2%,
Sontie Raye Dye, walked 2o school with me when we Wore chifdnen on the
fanm. met hox husband at the Univensity of Ababama.

Livingston as
was ten yewrd my b0
college. Hit n

dubbed by griends.

and we mannied in oun second year of
fo having children, and she
Tuworked fon Union Canbide

Componation, and Domna Looked agten the Lntorests of out four daughters:
oo Gait, Diana Lymn, Reida Narie and Rhondz Lee The gints are now all
G b and grandehildnen of owr oun.  There witl be
sohotd . . . and 1 suppose that it a.proper

e, Domne, at Livingston,

school together, A
between children's births,

coffege. Ue
continued fo Teach in
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