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By RUBY R. WALTON.
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body good,” Is an old saying that
us been found tovbe true by at loast
Little Rock snan. War i cer-

win 11 wind wad it took two wars
1o blow & good and pleasant experi=
wnce for Col. James Lemuel Blakeriey,
chaplain of the AEF in the
Eutopean theater of war.

Colonel Blakeney served overseas
a chaplain in World War 1, but it was

duting World War I that relationship
was_established with his ancestral
forebears in_England.

1t all came about when Colonel
Wakency, who was stationed in Eng-
land with American General Head-
quarters as semor chapiain of the
AEF, was invited to conauct a Thanks-

siving service and preaching in West-
winster Abbey for American troops
and their friends. Needless to say,
the Abbey was erowded and many
were unable to et in for the service.
All branches of the military and naval
secvices on duty in and neav London
were represented in that secvice,

Being the first non-Anglican ot free
clhurchman ever o be accorded the
privilege of conducting a_service in
Westminster Abbey, the incident re-
ceived much publicity in the London
D

Within a few days Colonel Blake-
ney received a message {rom the Rey.
William Neweome Blakeney, a retired
minister of the Church of England,
asking that he call on him at his home.
It was during this visit that a most
delightful experience of tracing family
ielationship occurred.

ihe Rev. William Neweome Bluke:
ey, 8 man of 80 years of age and ac-
tive mentally and physically, know all
Ihe family history, When Colonel
Dlakeney mentiooed that his Ameri-
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When C: Blakeney vislted
retired, presented the Little Rock
which is mor than 2

years old. The subject is swashbuckling C;

the bishop, the Rev. Mr, Blakeney,
Army chalsin with this painting

Jack Blakeney of the American Colonial forces of the Revolutionary and

early day Tndian wars.

can forebears dated back to Capt, John
Blakeney, who settled in North Caro-
lina in 1750, Rev. Blakeney pointed to
an oil portrait on his wall. It was a
portrait of Captain John which had
been in his possession for many years.
In fact the portrait is more than 200
years old, having been painted prior
10 1750. Rov, Blakeney, being alone,
and childless, was delighted to give
the picture fo Colonel Blakency fo
bring to America, where it would be
cherished by direct descendants of
Capt. John Blakeney.

HE picture Is now in the home of

Mis. H. E. Rilley, 4320 Lee, of
this city. Mrs. Rilley was formerly
Miss Martha Blakeney, daughter of
Mrs. J. O. Blakeney, 121 Brown St,
and is a sister-in-law to Col. James
L. Blakeney. Colonel Blakeney was
married to 6 distant _cousin_of the
same name. Mrs, Blakeney died sev-
eral years ago. Mrs. Rilley is now
keepfng the picture while Colonel

Blakeney is on duty with the 9th Serv-
ice Command with headquarters in
Salt Lake City.

The subject of the portrait, Capt.
John Blakeney, was born in Ireland
about 1732 and settled In Granville
County, North Carolina, about 1750,
Captain John left Ireland shortly after
the Rebellion there, and like many
others who fled to America and settled
in Virginia and the Carolinas, possess-
€d an earnest desire to aid in the de-
velopment of the land as well as in
civil and religious freedom. The vast
wilderness in which they ‘cast their
lot inspired a self-teliant spirit of
irepdom that well prepared them for
the stirging events In which they were
shortly Yo play such a vital part.

According 1o _Colonel Blakeney's
family records, oh Nov, 18, 1775, John
Blakeney was elected taptain of the
Militia and cotmissioned by the Pro-
vincial Congress 1 raise a company,
hix commission bearing dale of Nov.
30, 1775. The company was part of
Colonel Lemuel Benton's -regiment

der Marion,

In the election of vestrymen In 1776,
Capt. John Blakeney was chosen &
vestryman for St. David's parish. Ho
died ‘Aug. 8, 1033, and is buried near
Cheraw, Chesterfield County, South
Carolina, where he lived on his farm
for many years,

The history of the Blakeney family
In England dates back to the time o
‘William the Conqueror. Prior to that
time the family had lived in France
where the name was de Blakency.

LORD. Wiltism Biskeney, & major
general in the British Army, was
one ‘time governor of Minorca, Hia
semains were buried in Westminster
Abbey in 1761. Brig. Gen. R. B, Blak
ney, now retired from the British
Army and living in London, was in
charge of railways in Egyot for some

tomb of King “Tut” was presen with
Lord Carmarvon, who was in charge
of the exploration.

The Rev. Wm. N. Blakeney, who
presented the portrait to Colonel
Blakeney in August of 1943, was born
in 1854, He is a retired minister of
the Church of England and has lived
on his estate at Workingham, Reading,
Eogland, for many years. ' He is &
very aciive man for one of his age
and has helped the war ffort by pro=
viding_ food from his orchard and
vegelable gardens during the food
shortage in England.  +

The present owner of the portralt,
Col. James L. Blakeney of Litfle Rock,
holds a DD degree from Ouachita Col-
lege, Arkadelphia. Colonel Bl
went from school to the Army
chaplain and has_remained to make
that his life's work. He is a mamber
of Tmmanuel Baptist Church of Littla
Rock.

PAGE THRER








