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16 Bryan Station

the men should go for it now, the Indians would immedi-
ately suspect that they had been discovered and would
open the attack which would be fatal to the garrison.

THE WOMEN CARRY THE WATER

The situation was explained to the women. There
may have been a moment of intense excitement but the
women in those stirring days of dangers had acquired a
warlike courage. They forgot all thought of personal
danger and thought only of the good of their families,
their station, their country. We must remember that
thesc pioneers of Kentucky were descended from ancestors
who had suffered religious persecutions in th Old World
and many hardships in the New World. They had brought
into the wilderness an intense love of God, Ilome and Lib-
erty. Such characters were not daunted even by the fury
of the savages. Declaring that the Indians would not
make known their presence by attacking them under the
watchful eyes of the men, the women and girls* took up
their pails and marched down to the spring for the much
needed water. (Read splendid descriptions of this episode
in Bryan Station’s history as given by Durrett and Ranck
in 12th Filson Publication.)

Writers disagree as to the identity of the woman who
led the procession. Several claim that the “oldest woman
in the station” was the one to lead the way. Some give
the name of Jemima Suggett Johnson, wife of Col. Robt.
Johnson, as the leader. = Others claim that Mary (Polly)
Hawkins Craig, wife of Toliver Craig, Sr. was the first
to go. The question of just which woman led the way is
unimportant in the light of the fact that every woman
and girl old enough to carry water went quickly and glad-
Iy to do her share for the defense of the station. Picture
them facing the guns and arrows of hundreds of unseen
murderous savages as they went, single file, down the nar-
row foot path, each carrying one or more piggins or nog-
gins. See them slowly filling the awkward containers at
the spring which was not deep enough to allow the pails
to be dipped quickly into the water and filled, imagine the

*Joseph Ficklin states in his letter that the BOYS of the garrlcon helped
to carry the water. No other montion has been found of the boys taking
part in this part of the defense of the station.

Noggin, a wooden bucket with two upright staves for handles. Piggin,
wooden bucket with one upright stave for a handle.
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courage it required to turn their backs upon the blood-
thirsty savages and go calmly and slowly up the hill to
the safety of the station. No person will deny the fact
that each and every one was as great heroine as she who
led the procession. The great courage of the women, and
the fact that the leaders of the besiegeing army had order-
ed that no sign should be given until the station could be
taken by storm, made this plan successful, and allowed
the women to reach the stockade in safety with the pre-
clous supply of water to withstand a siege.

The following names are given of those who, at sun-
rise, on Friday, August 16th, 178%, by their deliberate
courage won for themselves a name which shall never
pass from the memorial pages of our glorious history.
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Drawn by Miss Helen Marshall from a small sketch in Kinkead's History of Ky.
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night we sent 3 men (?) met in the (?) and 4 in the morn-
ing 70 men turned out in purseut of the Indians.”

The remainder of this account book is given up to ac-
counts with the different parties as follows.

“Janry 1 day 1780 James Bryan dr to 4/2-1.
James Bryan to 1 bushel
James Bryan to 3 bushels of corn

Feb James Bryan to 3/1 of corn
James Bryan to 3/1 of corn
James Bryan to 2/1 bushels.”

“Janry 17 day 1780 David Hampton 5 bushels and half
Janry 22 David Hampton to 5 bushels and one peck

(No date) David Hampton to 11 bushels.”
“M Ragin to half a bushel

Addam Elrod to half a bushel
M Ragin to half a bushel”

John Monaham 10 1-2 bush—"

“Janry 17 day 1780 John Poor 2, 4 of corn
26 John Poor to 6, 2 of corn
28 John Poor to a half bushel
(No date) John Poor to 2, 0 of corn”
No date “James Poor to 4 bushels of corn
James McMachan 7 bushels corn”

No date “John Mcmachan Recd two bushels of corn of
flanders  Calloway a count”

John McMacham to half bushel and four quarts of
corn.”

(No date) “Received of Morgan Bryan twenty five
bushels of pot luck corn. I say Reced By Me
John X Wil (?)kson”

The only entry in account book which mentions money

“John Poor 215 Dollars

sSamuel McMahan 133 Dollars

Joseph Bryan 543 Dollars

George Bryan 80 Dollars

Morgan Bryan 354 Dollars

Morgan Bryan 327 Dollars.”

The following entries appear to be in a different hand-
writing and it is necessary to turn the book upside down
to read them. Evidently the pages were filled except at the
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bottom and this space was used in the later entries. These
last entries show the date of 1783.

“April the 2nd day 1783—Dr. to George Bryan for
twenty bushels of corn.”

“April 12th day 1783

Phillip Williams Recvd. five pounds, 15 L of note.”

“Recd of Morgan Bryant his Tax for 1782.
Recd April 12th 1783. (Signed) Jno Robley (?)”

“Recd of Jno Poor his Tax for 1782. Recd
April 12th 1783.

(signed) Jno Roble (Sr.?)”
DEPOSITION OF SAMUEL BRYAN, June 18, 1806.

DEPOSITION OF SAMUEL BRYAN No. 83, in the
Shane Collection of Bryan Manuscripts, owned by the
Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, is as follows:

“The deposition of Samuel Bryan taken on this 18th
day of June 1806, to be read as evidence in the suit of the
Trustees of Transylvania University, against Daniel Bryan,

Being first sworn, deposeth and saith, He carried the
warrant of Wm. Bryan’s Preemption to the office by di-
rection of his father (the sd. William—) and was also di-
rected to call on John Martin, which He did, and Martin
informed him he had got the location of sd. Bryan’s Settle-
ment from Jas. Douglas, and said Martin did then get said
Douglas, to come into the office and make the entry of the
Preemption warrant of sd. Wm. Bryant and sd James
Douglas did accordingly make the entry on the sd. war-
rant with the surveyor for said Wm Bryant, and said it was
a private survey;

This deponent’s father Wm. Bryant was killed by the
Indians in June 1780—and farther this deponent sayeth
not—

Sworn to before me this day and date above—in Lex-
ington.

Chas. Humphreys J. P.
Justices fee pald.

(Note:—It is interesting to study the spelling of the
name Bryan in the above deposition. The same confusion
exists in many records.)
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PLAT OF BRYAN STATION

One of the many interesting old documents found in
the Draper Collection, owned by the Wisconsin State His-
torical Society, at Madison, Wisconsin, is known as Draper
Mss 9 J 91. It is a “PLAT OF BRYAN STATION, as at-
tacked in 1782—drawn by directions of Henry Wilson.”
The initials “L. C. D.” are immediately under the title and
evidently the drawing was made by Lyman C. Draper.

The plat shows the location of the station, spring, gar-
den, lane, cornfields, creek and the Indian camp. The sta-
tion is placed slightly Northeast-Southwest and marked
“200 yds long by 50 yds. wide between stockades.” Only
one large gate is shown, in the long southeastern side,
opening toward the lane. A smaller gate, marked “spring
gate” is shown in the northeastern end. Between the sta-
tion and the creek a circle markes the location of the
spring. A notation on the plat says “60 or 70 steps to
spring”—evidently from the “spring gate” in the end of
the stockade. The garden is along the northwestern side
between the station and branch of creek, and is marked
“50 steps wide.” The “Lane” is on the eastern side of the
station with a large cornfield shown on the east side of the
lane. Another cornfield is shown at the southwestern end
of the station. The creek makes the northern boundary of
the plat. A notation on this plat states that “Between the
lane and Lexington all woods.” The location of the Indian
camp is in the woods alongside the creek, northeastward
of the station, and extends into the large cornfield. A line
marks “Indian breastworks made of rails &c.” On the side
of the creek where the lane crossed is marked “A, a large
standing sycamore where killed the Indian.” A notation on
the northern side of Elkhorn Creek, directly across from
the spring, states “Indians this side when women got
water.” :

* From this drawing it would appear that there was only
one spring at Bryan Station and it is the one around which
the Memorial Wall is built. There is no date shown on this
plat, but on a paper attached is “Flat Rock, Ky. 20th July
(18) "43.” The foregoing description has been taken from a
photostat of Draper Mss 9 J 91 of the Wisconsin State His-
torical Society.
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THE SHANE COLLECTION OF BRYAN PAPERS

John D. Shane was a preacher who spent most of his
life traveling and preaching over Central Kentucky and
parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Tennessee. During these
trips he collected all pioneer manuscripts, scraps of papers,
letters, maps and interviewed many pioneers. From these
he secured many statements of incidents occurring during
the Indian troubles and the early occupation of Kentucky
by the pioneers.

At his death this collection was sold and about twelve
volumes were purchased by Samuel Agnew and donated to
the Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania, The remaining part of the Shane collection was pur-
chased by Dr. Draper and is now the property of the Wis-
consin State Historical Society at Madison, Wisconsin.

The Filson Club Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 4, contains a
partial list of the Shane collection in both locations. Mr.
Charles Staples, historian, of Lexington, Kentucky, pre-
sented the writcr with an index of 108 items, dealing en-
tirely with the papers of the Bryan family who were the
foundrs of Bryan Station. In this index are found death
notices, entry notices, warrants of surveys, receipts, bonds,
deeds, letters, bills, depositions, certificates, and other
papers naming the various members of the Bryan family.

Two items from this index are of especial interest in
connection with this manuscript. No. 1-1780—Account
Book of Bryan, and No. 83,—June 18, 1806—Deposi-
tion of Samuel Bryan. Photostat of No. 1—Account Book
of Bryan shows it to have been made of paper fold-
ed to make a book of 16 pages about 4 by 7 inches. It is
much worn and badly faded, some of the entries being en-
tirely illegible. A few pages describe the attacks of Indians.

ACCOUNT BOOK OF BRYAN

“March 3 day Cornal Calloway and (?) Rolland scalp-
ed and the 9 day William Bryan Junr Kiled the 9 day (?)
and the 10 day Cap Ridel fort atacked. The 11 some of our
people went to assist them. 12 John Martin’s station (?)
7 John Denton wounded 13 Sam’l Grant and Squire
(Boone?) (?) the same day Indians fired at Bryan Station
—the same Evening threc men fired at three Indians and
made a (?) of many more. Same day Benjaman Copper
Thomas (Todd?) and (?) (Simmons ?) chased by a num-
ber of Indians within one mile of our Station and 2 got in
to lexanton and 29 men came to pursew the Indians. Same





image11.jpeg
| Heroines

ER XI.

give sketches of every person
on. The following are some
irce of information has been
er whenever possible. Atten-
he prominent place taken by
» life of the new country. So
1 of the present day think of
ty as rough, uneducated and
egi were leaders in the hou.le
life, of every community in
rominent statesmen of Ken-
as #Mir early home.

lible to add to this collection
e lines taken the trouble to
There ever the writer received
or no reply to questions and
erify names, dates and qther
he sketch has been entirely

e Daughters of the American

published. In this is found
yes the names of more than
ary Soldiers. It is regretaple
\es are not found in this list,
es have been traced and ac-
was printed. The following
3ryan Station history taken
511 of Honor.” William Bryan
atewood, Manoah Singleton,
hn Childress, Mary Hawkins
raig, Toliver Craig, William
Ficklin, James Herndon, Ed—
an, Joseph Rogers, Jemima
‘ett, Thomas Brooks, Sarah
Suggett.

Heroes and Heroines 7

WILLIAM BRYAN FOUNDER OF BRYAN’'S STATION

W William Bryan was born in Pennsylvania in 1733. He
moved to Rowan county N. Carolina with his father. There
he married Mary Boone, a sister of Daniel Boone. William
Bryan with his family moved to Kentucky in 1779. He was
the leader of a group who settled at a spot on the North
Fork of Elkhorn, Fayette county, Virginia, about five
miles North East of the present city of Lexington, Ky.
‘This settlement came to be known as Bryan’s Station, the
name being in honor of the first settlers, William Bryan
and his brothers Morgan, James and Joseph.

‘William Bryan and his wife Mary Boone Bryan had
five sons. Three of them were killed during the early
days of Kentucky. Two of them returned to North Carolina
but came again to Kentucky and made it their home.

In May of 1780 a party of men left the station to go
in search of food, for the settlers. The party was attacked
by Indians and William Bryan was wounded. He was
taken back to the station where he died in a very short
time. Ranck’s “Story of Bryan’s Station,” describes the
burial as follows:

“In the midst of sorrow and depression—with every
male mourner carrying a rifle, occurred the first funeral
at Bryan’s Station. No church bell tolled as the little
train went carefully over rocks and logs where the buffalo
trace crossed the creek, and there was no music but the
rippling of the forest stream when the settlers halted in
the woods on the other side opposite the station. A good
man made a prayer and William Bryan was laid to rest
under the spreading branches of an oak which stood
at his head, with his initials deeply cut into the bark.”

The exact location of this grave has been lost.

This information was given by Mrs. Malcolm Thomp-
son, Lexington, Ky., great grand daughter of William and
Mary Boone Bryan, and a member of Bryan Station Chap-
ter, D. A.R.
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MARY BOONE BRYAN

Mary Boone Bryan was born in Pennsylvania, in 1736
but moved to North Carolina with her family while she
was still a child. She was the sister of Daniel Boone and
the wife of Captain William Bryan.

She moved to Kentucky in 1779 and with her family
and others helped to establish the fort known in history
as Bryan’s Station, near Lexington, in Fayette county,
then Virginia. In the struggle with pioneer hardships she
lost a husband and three sons. These losses made her
decide to take the remainder of her family and return to
her relatives in North Carolina.

At the close of the Revolution she returned to Ken-
tucky with her two sons, drifting down the Licking River
in flatboats. They were attracted by the beautiful valley
about eighteen miles from the mouth of the river. Here
they landed and built a fort and established their home.
This place came to be known as Bryan’s Ford, on the
Licking River.

Mary Boone Bryan spent the remainder of her life at

" this place on the farm of her son, Samuel Bryan. At her
death in 1819 she was buried in the family cemetery and

her grave was protected by a stone wall. During the years

which have elapsed since her death the cemetery has fall-

en into neglect, and in the summer of 1929 some of her

descendants had her remains removed to the cemetery
at Grants Lick Kentucky.

Her grave was marked with a tablet designated by
the D. A. R. as a tribute to the noble courage and unselfish
work of this outstanding pioneer woman. The marker,
on which this tablet was placed, was given in loving
memory by a number of Mary Boone Bryan’s descendants.
This marker was unveiled in October of 1930, 110 years
after her death.

Information given by Mrs. Malcolm Thompson, member of Bryan

Station Chapter, D. A. R.
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returned to the diocese of Covington. In October
of the same year he was appointed by the Right
Reverend Bishop Toebbe to the pastorate of St.
Edward’s Church at Cynthiana. In 1876 Father
Brossart was transferred to St. Pius’ Church in
Scott County, where he remained for sixteen
months. He was next appointed pastor of the
Church of Annunciation at Paris, where he at-
tended to the spiritual wants of that church until
November, 1878, when he succeeded the late
Father Bekkers as pastor of St. Paul’s Church at
Lexington. Father Brossart remained as its pas-
tor until July, 1888, when he was selected by the
Right Reverend Bishop C. P. Maes, D. D., vicar-
general of the Covington diocese, as rector of St.
Mary’s Cathedral, where he is at present stationed.
He is also the editor and manager of the “Cathe-
dral Chimes,” which is published at Covington.

OSEPH BRYAN, M. D, one of the leaders

in the medical profession in Lexington and
Fayette County and a descendant of a noble an-
cestry, was born in Fayette County, Kentucky,
December 24, 1849, and is a son of Daniel Bryan
and Sarah (Pettit) Bryan.

Dr. Bryan was educated in the Kentucky Uni-
versity at Lexington and studied medicine in the
Bellevue Hospital Medical College, New York,
one of the leading medical colleges in the United
States, and after graduating in 1873, he spent
two years as house surgeon of the first surgical
division in Bellevue Hospital. After passing a
competitive examination by the examining board
he was given his choice of six positions and chose
the first surgical division. There was no pay at-
tached to this position, the appointment being
purely honorary, but it was a high compliment to
his faithfulness as a student and to his ability as
a surgeon. After holding this position his al-
lotted time, and gaining much valuable expe-
rience in surgery, Dr. Bryan returned to Lexing-
ton in 1875 and began the practice of medicine
and surgery, to which he has given his whole
time and attention for a period of over twenty
years.

Few men in professional life have enjoyed
greater success or personal popularity. A man
of education, culture and refinement, genial in

KENTUCKY BIOGRAPHIES.

his manner and of kindly disposition, he is re-
spected by all who know him and revered by
those who have enjoyed an intimate acquaintance
with him. 'An able physician and a scholarly gen-
tleman, he is accorded a leading position among
the members of the medical fraternity.

As a citizen he is public spirited and enterpris-
ing and is always ready to assist in furthering any
good cause. His only office is that of a member
of the Board of Health, in which he serves the
city without a monetary consideration.

Dr. Bryan and Mrs. Jessie M. Brown, widowed
daughter of Thomas McGrath, were married in
1884. ?

An interesting history of the Bryan family and
its connections is given in an old newspaper
which is in possession of a member of the family,
the essential points of which are as follows:

Morgan Bryan, the first of the name of which
there is any authentic account, was born in Den-
mark and was the only son of William Bryan.
He was a Dane by birth, but not by origin, as’
the Bryans were Irish, and Morgan Bryan re-
moved to Ireland and lived there a while before
coming to America. He located in Penngyl-
vania and there married Martha Stood, a Dutch
g'z1 who had lived in France, but fled from that
country on account of religious persecution, Her
father and mother died on the voyage to America,
and she was adopted by strangers, and after reach-
ing womanhood married Morgan Bryan. They
removed from Pennsylvania to Virginia and lived
near Winchester until two of their sons were
grown, married and settled. They then removed
to the Valley of the Yadkin River in North Caro-
lina, where they owned lands, as the records show.
Morgan Bryan and Martha Stood had seven sons
and three daughters: Joseph, Elenor, Rebecca,
Mary, Samuel, Morgan, John, William, ]ameé
and Thomas. Of these William married Mary
Boone and Rebecca married Daniel Boone, the
noted pioneer of Kentucky.

Many years after the Bryans had settled in
North Carolina there was a great exodus from
that state on account of political persecution and
illegal taxation, and the Boones and Bryans, being
united by the intermarriage of their families, be-
came possessed of the idea of !i‘!iﬂg in a country
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where they would be untrammeled by unjust and
obnoxious laws and regulations; and, being at-
tracted by the accounts of the fertile fields, beau-
tiful rivers and fine forests of Kentucky, they left
their homes and took up the tedious journey to
the land in which they afterward became distin-
guished citizens.

William Bryan (great-great-grandfather), son
of Morgan Bryan, was the first settler at Bryan
Station. That he came to the station many years
prior to the date given in history is evident from
the records at Salisbury, North Carolina, which
show that he disposed of his lands there prior
to that date. It was in 1779 that he, with his
family and three of his brothers, Joseph, James
and Morgan, arrived at the fort. William Bryan
(great-great-grandfather) headed a hunting expe-
dition in company with eleven others and in a
skirmish with Indians he was wounded and died
in the station a few days later, greatly lamented
by his companions and family. He was born
March 7, 1733, and died in 1780, His wife, Mary
Boone, was born November 10, 1736, and died
July, 1819. Their children were: Samuel,
Daniel (great-grandfather), William, Phoebe,
Tannah, John, Sarah, Abner, Elizabeth and
Mary. Daniel, the second son, was born Febru-
ary 10, 1758, and died February 27, 1845. He
married Elizabeth Turner and their children were:
William, Louis, Samuel, Joseph and Mary.

Joseph Bryan (grandfather) was born in 1799
and died in 1887. He married Mary Cartmell,
who was born February o, 1804. Her father,
Elijah Cartmell, was born February 25, 1763.
Joseph Bryan and Mary Cartmell’s children were:
Elijah, Daniel, Joseph and Mary.

Daniel Bryan, second son, is Dr. Joseph
Bryan’s father. He was born May 5, 1825, and
was graduated from Bethany College in the class
of 1848. e was a distinguished mathematician
and a good scholar, but chose no profession, pre-
ferring the life of a farmer. He lived in Fayette
County for many years and in 1880 removed to
Houstonia, Pettis County, Missouri, which is his
present place of residence.

Sarah Pettit Bryan (mother) was born in 1829
and was educated in Mr. Broadus’ school in Lex-
ington. Her marriage to Daniel Bryan was cele-

9 :

4
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brated January 25, 1840. She died in 1882. Her
grandfather, Harry Pettit, was a native of Fay-
ette County, and a farmer. He married Julia At-
chison, danghter of ITamilton Atchison and sis-
ter of Dr.. Thomas Atchison, professor of theory
and practice in Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tennessee. Harry Pettit died in 1874. The At-
chisons were of Irish extraction. Mrs. Bryan’s
grandfather, Pettit, was a native of France.

ON. GEORGE W. MORRIS, president of

the Louisville Gas Company, is the son of
John and Elizabeth (Jones) Morris. He was
born in Gloucestershire, England, January 27,
1823. His father and mother were natives of
England, who came to the United States in 1827,
locating in New York City, and afterward, in
1831, removing to Troy, New York, where they
continued to reside until the time of their death.
They gave careful attention to the education and
religious training of their children. Mr. Morris
was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church for
fifty years. Ile was for many years a manufac-
turer of carriages, but retired long before his
death, which occurred in 1881, when he was in his
eighty-eighth year. Prior to the late war he was
a Democrat, but after the beginning of the war
he became a Republican, but took no active part
in political affairs.

Tlizabeth Morris (mother) was born in Eng-
land in 1795. She was a woman of great Chris-
tian virtue and a beloved member of the Presby-
terian Church. She died in 1860.

George W. Morris received a good English
education in Troy, leaving school, however, when
only fourteen years of age to clerk in a mercan-
tile establishment, in which he remained until he
was twenty-three years of age, in the meantime
teaching school in the vicinity of Troy. When he
came to Louisville he had the usual experience
of the young man among strangers, and it was
some time before he found employment. He
was glad to accept a position as bookkeeper in the
tobacco house of E. Holbrook at two hundred
dollars a year. He was afterward bookkeeper in
the wholesale dry goods house of Emory, Low &
Co. for three years before embarking in the
wholesale grocery business as a member of the
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STOHY“OF BRYAN'S STATION

An eloquent and perpetual reminder of the coming of the pioneer
to the Blue Grass Kegion of Kentucky is an English name. In
1773, when the McAfees penetrated for the first time to these
luxuriant depths an elk was killed that so surpassed all others
they had seen that his grandly branching antlers were set up as
a trophy on the bunk of & new found stream, and from that day
to this the once unheard-of water has been known by the
beautiful name of "Elkhorn."

The earliest known explorers identified with the north fork of
this romantic stream, and with the ground known as "Bryan's
Statlon,™" came here in 177 and 1775 and included John Floyd,
James Douglas and Hancock Taylor, three deputy surveyors of
Fincastle County, Va., of which Kentucky was then a part;
William Bryan, & hunter from that section of Horth Carolina now
known as Rowsn County, and John Ellis, & Virginia veteran of
the Fremch and Indien wars. The land they sought was all that
even the land-craving heart of the Anglo Saxon could desire,
and claims were located, surveys made and temporary improvements
were started. But the day of possession was not yet. The
explorers were suddenly forced to abandon their camp, which
remained abandoned for years, for war had broken out between
the outraged Ohio Indians and the Colony of Virginia, and it
had barely ended when the great struggle for American indepen-
dence commenced. The experiences of the adventurous spirits

we have named strikingly illustrate the perils of the Kentucky
wilderness at this time. They all endured almost incredible
deprivations and sufferings, all of them were wounded by the
Indians and three out of the five met death at their hands.

In 1779 that remarkable and mischievous land law of Virginia
was enacted which turned such a tide of immnigration into
Kentucky, and permanent settlements were made for the first
time within the present limits of Fayette County. One of

these was Bryan's Station. It was founded by four Bryen -
brothers from North Carolina - William, iorgen, James, &and
Joseph, of whom the above-mentioned William was the leading
spirit, and with them was William Grant, who, like the leader,
hed married & sister of Daniel Boone. All five were elderly,
but stalwart woodsmen, and as each was blessed with a great
family of children, in accordance with a striking feature of
the day, and as the children themselves were nearly all grown,
they felt prepared for straggling Indians at least, as the dogs
and flint-lock rifles, pack horses and cows they set out from
the valley of the Yadkin. At the Cumberland River they were
joined by two land hunters they &accidently met there, Cane Johnson
and William Tomlinson, from Virginia, who for their better pro-
tection, made the journey with the party and helped to build
the station when the trip ended. They all came by way of
Boonesborough, where they stopped to replenish their supply

of corn, and from that fort, after a laborious march, they

came to the North Elkhorn Creek, where they made a final halt
at a spot about five miles northeast of a little stockade.
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BRYAN STATION MEMORIAL

This memorial has a stone wall four feet in height, octagonal

in form, around the spring that supplied water to the defenders
of the station when i1t was besieged in 1782 by a band of Indians
under the leadership of Capt. William Caldwell and the renegade
Simon Girty. Sweeping westward toward Lexington, the invaders,
on the evening of August 15, 1782, secretly surrounded Bryan
Station, anticipating an easy victory when they should attack
on the morrow.

There 1s a story, the authenticity of which is disputed, that
the little company found itself with too little water to
withstand a long siege and determined to risk sending the
women out in the early morning to obtain a supply; they were
to act as though they did not know that the enemy was in the
canebrake around the spring. According to the story, the
women carried out the plan, walking out and back again without
undue haste. There is no explanation of why the enemy failed
to attack at thils time. Later about 100 Indians appeared
openly and a group of settlers came out and fired on them.
Immediately the hidden Girty and the remainder of the band
attempted to take the station by storm. They were met by
gunfire from the post.

All that day and the next the slege continued. On the first
afternoon reinforcements arrived from Lexington and Boone
Station and fought their way into the fort. Girty's men,
failing to take the fort within the two days, and fearing the
arrival of more troops, retreated toward the Ohio River,
pursued by the defending garrison and other troops. &4t the
Battle of Blue Licks the Kentuckians were ambuscaded and cut
down. In spite of this disaster the defense of Bryan Station
nhalted the invasion of Kentucky &nd resulted in the withdrawal
of the British allies.

Family record of Williem and Mary Boone Bryan's family, copied
from the Bible of Hampton Bryan, son of Samuel and grandson of
Wwilliam and Mary Boone Bryan, and printed in the Boone Bulletin,

No. 5, page 13l.

william Bryan, son of lorgan Bryan and Harthe, his wife; born
March 10, 173L; died uay, 1780.

5 d
Mary Bryen, wife of William Bryan and daughter of Squire an
sarah Booné, was born November 3, 1736; died July 6, 1819.

Their children:
Samuel Bryan, born May 6, 1756.
Daniel Bryan, born Feb. 10, 1758.
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Williem Bryen, born Dec. 7, 1756 (59?); died Mar. 8
. . 1780,
. Phebe Bryan, born Jen. 2&,'172{3}; dled 1830. 2
Hannah Bryan, born Jan., 10, 1765.
John Bryan, born Feb. 6, 1768; died Dec. 1779.
Sarah Bryan, born Sept. 1, 1770.
Abner Bryan, born Nov. 21, 1772; died April 1780,
\ Elizabeth Bryan, born Nov. 16, 177k,

\‘ Mary 3ryan, born Jan. 7, 1777.

Mrs. Ralph W. Sudhoff, Newcastle, Indiana, believes that this !
record was originally copled from that of William and Mary
, Bryan, as Mary Bryan had lived in her later years with her
"EE‘ELLH’W:_%EEMLMmm. Mrs. Sudhoff also cells
attentlion to e fact that during that first hard winter in
Kentucky, Mary Boone Bryan 1ost herhusband and three sons.
The sons were =ged eight, eleven and fourteen.

A IR DI /8 B s

I? is said that another Bryan Bible record is owned by Mrs.
Miles B. Baker, Butler Route L, Pendleton County, Kentucky.

In 1728 HMorgan Bryan (who merried Marthe Strode) obtained (with |
Alexander Ross) & grant of 100,000 acres of land on the Potomac !
and Opequan Rivers in Virginia. He removed to the present site i
of Winchester in 1730. - |

/ The children of Morgan Bryan and wife, Martha (Strode) Bryan i
were as follows:

1. Joseph (father of NMrs. Daniel Boone).
2. Elenor (Mrs. Linville).
. Mary m.| Thomas Curtis.
a. semuel (Col.). A men of unimpeachable cheracter but &
strong Torye.
NMorgan, Jr.
’ 2 \;\lil%i&r’n {b. March 7, 1733; d. 1780) m. Mary Boone in 1755
i 7. John - murdered at his home by Col. Fanning, & notorious
|

i
|
i

Tory leader for refusing to take an oathe.

8, James.
9: Thomas, m. Sarah (or Martha) Hunte

t to the Province
/ 8 yorgan Bryen sold his estate and wen
/22 tz%thHCaiolina, and 1ived on the Forks of the Yadkén Rtver
in %he part of Anson County from which in 1753 Rowan County

was formed.

- location .
In 1752, Bishop SpangebuP%, wrizigisighgiieitiiz ;gnghzakzg By
it Jettlement, men
of the ﬁirzl;:g ﬁi; tﬁg 014 Indian fields where the Cherokees
by Horg

sed to 1live m (. C. Records, Vol. V, Pe 13.)
2 .
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In the Militia returns for 1754-5 Morgan Bryan is mentioned as
one of Captain Jonathon Hunt's company of Rowan County foot.
(N. C. Records, Vol, XXII, page 311.)

The Committee of Public Claims made the following allowances
to lforgan Bryan and his company:

L-11-7-0 for ranging July 1, 1757.
L-21-3-0 for ranging 1759.

L-33-7-6 for ranging May 1759.

L- 5-6-8 for ranging Harch 1760,
L-17-2-8 for ranging Nov. 18, 1760.

At & meeting of the Committee of Public Safety for Rowan
County on September 23, 1774, 1t was resolved that the
following persons constitute the said committee. (Here
follow 2% names, one of which is Morgan Bryan.)

His four sons, James, Samuel, William and lorgan, Jr., and
William Grant, brother-in-law of Daniel Boone, founded Bryan's
Station.

Martha (Strode) Bryan died in 1747, and is buried 1n Winchester,
Va. Illorgan B3ryan, her husband, died in 1763 in Rowan County,
North Cearolina.

The Will of Morgan Bryan
1763 July Court.

I, Morgan Bryan of Rowan County, being in perfect mind and
memory blessed be God for His mercles, so dispose of my worldly
Estates as followeth, viz:

lste I give and bequeath unto my beloved son, Thomas Bryan,

my mansion house and plantation, also my part of & negro boy
named Jack, also my wagon and wagon horse called Black, and the
necessaries belonging to the wagon; and my plow and utensils
thereunto; two brooding mares, viz: A mare called Brown Dent
and her reard and young and her colt ; two cows, viz: A cow
called Josey and her calf, the other called 3rown and her calf;
also my bed and furniture after my decease, reserving a
sufficient living for me of the 1nd while I live. '

2nd. I give and bequeath unto my beloved daughter, Elinor
Linville, all my wife's wearing apparel.

3rd. I give and bequeath unto my granddaughter, Mary Forbis,
my great pot and five shillings stove.

hth. Eight pounds proclamation to my beloved son, Jemes Bryan.
Sth. I reserve for my funeral charges and sicknesse.

6th. I give and bequeath Joseph, Samuel, lorgan, John,
%
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Williem, Jemes and Thomas, and my daughter, Elinor Linville, all l
the rest of my real and personal Estate, to be equally divided
(™ emongst them, together with that part of my Estate which they
have already received.
|
i
L |

7th srticle. I do nominste and appoint my beloved sons, John
Bryan and VWa. Bryan to be Ext. ratifying and confirming this
and no other to be my last will and testament, whereof I have
hereunto set my hand and seal larch 28th, 1763. Signed, sealed
published and pronounced in the presence of,

Morgan Brysan, Jr.
Anthony Noverlai
Mary Forbis x (her mark) |

This is & true copy of the Will of ilorgan Bryan. See Office
Clerk Superior Court Will Book A. Page 13, Htc.

(signed) A. S. Heilig

The above and foregoing is & true copy of the Will of liorgan
Bryan, &s furnished by A. S. Heilig, Atty. at Law.

Salisbury, Rowan County, N. Car.

J

™ Pamily of Phoebe Bryan Bryant

(Bryan Line)

The Bryans were great speakers and men of wide reputation for
genius, scholarship and oratory &ll along the pilgrimsge from
Denmark through Englend and Ireland to america.

The nume is sometimes spelled Bryant, sometimes 3ryan - the
former spelling more usual in Xorth Carolins records - E. E.
Hume, Curator, Ky. State Hist. Society.

Morgan Zryan, the oldest ancestor of that name came to
America in early youth from the north of Ireland abcut the
time of the Penns and 3radfords and settled first in Chester
County Pennsylvania. One account says that although llorgan
Bryan came tec America from Worth of Ireland, he was born in
Denmark in 1671, son of William Bryan, born in Denmark in
1630, wio married Serah Bringer in 1650. llorgan 3ryan was
of royal linesage being descended from Bryan O'Moro, the last
king of Ireland.

"organ 3ryan in 1685 appears to defend in language almost
) divine the Protestant faith. (Narcissus Suttrell's Diary)
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Morgan 2ryan married a Danish girl, one Martha Strode, who,

with her parents and two brothers, Jeremiah and Samuel (who were
Huguenots, and had been driven from France) started to America.
Her parents died on the ocean. Martha and her two brothers were
cared for by the sailors and when they reached America, through
their kindness, were received into the homes of strangers and
reared and educated by Americans. When Martha arrived at
womanhood she was sought in marriage by Morgan Bryan.

Capt. William Bryan (son of Morgan and Martha Strode Bryan)
born March 10, 173L4; died May 1780; married Mary Boone (b.
Jan. 3, 1736; d. July 6, 1819) in 1755. . It has been said that
Mary Boone'!s brother, Daniel Boone, mét his wife, Rebecca,
daughter of Joseph Bryan and niece of Capt. William Bryan,

at the wedding of Capt. William Bryan and Mary Boone in 1755.

The children of Captain William Bryan and Mary Boone Bryan were
as follows: e s

1. Samuel Bryan (bs May 6, 17565 d. Mar. l, 1837) m. Mary
Hunt, daughter of Col. Jonathon and Isabella Hunt, on Octe.
S, 1775, in Rowan County, North Cerolina. He died at South-
port, Indiana.

2. Daniel 3ryan (b, Feb., 10, 1758; d. Feb. 28, 1845) m.
Elizabeth Turner.

3. William Bryan (b, Dec. 7, 1759; d. Mar. 8, 1780.

L. Phoebe Bryan (b. Jan. 24, 1761; d. about 1830) m. Thomas
Bryant (b. before 1719; d. 1785).

5. Hennah Bryan (b. Jan. 10, 1765; d. )ie
6. John Bryan (b. Febs. 6, 1768; d. Dece. 1779).

7. Sarah 3ryan (b. Sept. 1, 1770; d. Aug. 8, 1829) m, William
Chinn (b. 1768; d. Feb. 181L) in 1792.

8. Abner Bryan (b. Nov. 21, 1772; d. April 1780).
9. Elizabeth Bryan (b. Nov. 16, 177k4).
10. Mery Bryan (b. Jen. 7, 1777; d. .

In 1776 william Bryan and his three brothers arrived in Kentucky
together with some neighbors and cleared about 60 acres. They
enclosed it and planted in corn and then returned to Carolina
with the intention of bringing their families to Kentucky in

the fall. The corn which they planted was never gathered by
them, as the Cherokee War had broken out in North Carolina &and
the men had to stay to fight the Indians.

4.








