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d h Descendants of Jim Bryan d t
James Kimble Bryan Mattie Ann Ellis
Bom: August 10, 1906 Bom: November 11, 1908
in Freeny, MS in Frestrade, MS

I

Died: August 02, 1975 Married: December 1928
Buried at Shakalo Cemetery

Age at death: 68

——

Alice Jane Bryan

Paul Callahan Daniel Nolan Griffin

Bom: August 14, 1951
in Union, MS

Married: December 23, 1968

Borm: October 10, 1950
in Union, MS

Bom: January 10, 1955
in Lake Charles, LA
Married: May 03, 1978

|

Died: November 24, 1976
Buried Freeny Cemetery
Age at death: 25

Kimberly Danielle Griffin
Bom: June 04, 1982
in Jackson, MS

James Otis Callahan
Bom: September 26, 1969
in Madden, MS

Died: April 24, 1995
Buried at Freeny Cemetery
Age at death: 25

Nikki Paulette Callahan
Bom: January 07, 1977
in Jackson, MS

-
h
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j_'-h I Descendants of Joe Wheeler Bryan 1 d_t

Joe Wheeler Bryan Willie Maye Hollingsworth
Bom: May 10, 1904

Freeny, MS

Died: October 09, 1991

Buried at Pleasnt Hill Cemetery
Age at death: 87

(—_I

Joe Cariton Bryan Wilma Jean Shepard
Bom: December 28, 1934 ﬁ Bom: February 17, 1937
Port Neches, TX Leake County, MS

Joe Carlton Bryan, Jr.
I Bom: November 05, 1957
Anchorage, Alaska

I

Joni Jeanese Jenkins
Bom: January 27, 1959
Massachusetts

Jerry Wayne Bryan
I Bom: May 31, 1960
Carthage, MS

Chong Im Pang
Korea

Sandra Joyce Bryan
(— Bom: January 22, 1962
Germany

[

Randall Hay
Bom: July 29, 1965
Florida

Jeff Alan Bryan
‘| Bom: November 13, 1965
Lompoc, California

|

Rhonda Simmeons
Bom: July 22, 1969
Florida
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H =} I Descendants of Stuard Bryan | [J l.r
Robert Stuard Bryan Eloise Sanderson
Bom: February 17, 1902 Bom: July 24, 1918
in Freeny, MS L in Nederland, TX
Died: March 26, 1988 Married: August 22, 1936
Port Neches, TX, Block Cemetery
Age at death: 86
I
[ 1
Lydia Dawson | | Ronald Stuard Bryan Yvonne Bielecki Charles Robert Bryan Jane Young
Bom: May 09,1944 || Bom: November 05, 1941 Bom: June 13, 1947 || Bom: December 14, 1946
in Port Athur, TX in Port Arthur, TX in Port Arthur, TX in Carthage, MS
Married: February 26, 1980 Married: May 24, 1967
Leah Marie Bryan IJ Brad Young Bryan
Bom: May 22, 1967 Bom: March 28, 1979
ul inpg
1 £ |
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j—b l Descendants of Bertis Bryan I d_—_-t-

Ellen E. Coleman | | Bertis Bryan Lyda Moore
Bomn: April 07, 1905 Bom: May 20, 1900
in Estes Mill, MS L in Freeny, MS
Died: May 16, 1978 || Died: December 27, 1989
Jackson, MS Buried at New Hope Cemetery
Age at death: 73 Age at death: 89
Doris Gray Bryan
Born: December 26, 1926
| ! in Freeny, MS
Tobe Freeny

Bor: February 20, 1922
in Leake County, MS
Married: October 01,

1948

J.B. Bryan
Bom: May 13, 1928
in Freeny, MS

I

Francis Irene Ratcliff
Born: November 21, 1934
in Lawrence County, Arkansas
Married: March 02, 1955

in Freeny, MS

William Almon Bryan
Bom: August 28, 1934

Rosile Taylor

Born: February 07, 1937
Married: October 17, 1980

Nell Bryan

in Freeny, MS

Freeny, MS
Age at death: 56

Bom: February 06, 1938

| Died: September 24, 1994

I

Married: June 1962

Bruce David James
Bom: March 10, 1936

-
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L| I Descendants of Almon BryanJ |_:

Alice Viola Daniels | | James Almon Bryan | | Alice Daniels (cont.) | | Lena Everitt Shields
Bom: Unknovm L Bom: August 28, 1874 L
Died: 1918 Died: October 26, 1923
Age at death: ? Age at death: 49
Cora Bryan || Carson Bryan

| | Bom: March 20, 1898
Died: October 23, 1984
Age at death: 86

Carl F. Coleman

Bom: December 28, 1900
Died: June 1980

Age at death: 79 est.

Ellen E. Coleman
Bom: April 07, 1905
Died: May 16, 1978
Age at death: 73

|

Bertis Bryan

Bom: May 20, 1900
Died: December 27, 1989
Age st death: 89

T

|

Lyda Moore

Robert Stuard Bryan
Bom: February 17, 1902
Died: March 26, 1988

Age at death: 86

T

Eloise Sanderson
Bom: July 24, 1918

Joe Wheeler Bryan
|| Bom: May 10, 1904
Died: October 09, 1991
Age at death: 87

James Kimble Bryan
L} Bom: August 10, 1906
Died: August 02, 1975
Age at death: 68

Willie Maye Hollingsworth

Mattie Ann Ellis
Bomn: November 11, 1908

Borm: February 23, 1910
Died: June 20, 1955
Age at death: 45

|

Louise Langston
Bom: October 06, 1913

| | Baby Bryan
Bom: 1912

| | AV. Bryan
Bom: June 23, 1914

I

Verbie Bryan
Bom: February 20, 1916

Billy Croft
Bom: December 12, 1918

[

L | Lena Pearl Bryan
Bom: January 30, 1915

Prentis Henry Langston
Bom: 1906

Died: August 1965

Age at death: 59 est.
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] ﬂ'——h Descendants of Daniel Cellies Bryan H

Mary Magdaline Bryan Ollie Robert Barber
Bom: July 22, 1873
Died: Janvary 10,1940
in Overton, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 66

g
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Cecil Barber

Lola Barber
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h I Descendants of Daniel Cellies Bryan l d_t

John Wesley Bryan
Bom: 1871

Cemetery

Buried in Old Wright Springs | |

Wife Name Unknown

Cllifford Bryan
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_:'_h I Descendants of John Wesley Bryan, Jr. J d'—t

James Murphy Bryan
Bom: September 11, 1885
Died: February 03, 1956

in Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 70

Vinnie Bane

Bom: July 10, 1890

Died: July 15, 1974

in Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 84

Clara Sue Bryan
John R. Jones

.
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:l h [ Descendants of John Wesley Bryan, Jr. I d t-

Mary Wells

Bom: 1853

Died: 1943

Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 90 est.

T

John Wesley Bryan, Jr.
Bom: 1852

in Leake Co.,, MS

Died: 1921

Rusk Co., TX

Age at death: 69 est.

Mary Wells (cont.)
Bom: 1853

|| Died: 1943

Laneville, TX

Age at death: 90 est.

Ada Bryan

Sand Flat near Mt. Enterprise, TX, Bush Co.

Pete Davis

Douglas Derrington
Bom: April 20, 1885

Eugene (Sr.) Bryan
Borm: January 20, 1881

[ Died: April 28, 1958
Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 77

|

Tweedy
Born: February 03, 1894

Gilbert Hancock

Bom: September 11, 1885
" Died: February 03, 1956
Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 70

James Murphy Bryan

Vinnie Bane

Born: July 10, 1890

Died: July 15, 1974
Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 84

Ethel Bryan
Bom: July 04, 1888

Benjamin Bradbury
Bom: March 12, 1882
Died: October 14, 1954
Lancwille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age st death: 72

1.T. Floyd

H Clare Elizabeth Bryan

Jones

Arden Bryan

Hattie

h





image16.jpeg
=
0 | Descendants of John Wesley Bryan | O
Mary Jane McCarty John Wesley Brvan Mary Jane McCarty (cont.) Irena Lou Wright
Bom: 1820 Bom: 1813 [ Bom: 1820 F= Bom: 1832
Alabama j Hopkins County Kentucky Alabama
Franklin Bryan John Wesley Bryan, Jr. Albert Bryan
Bom: 1840 | Bom: 1852
[ Alabama Leake Co., MS
Died: 1921
Rusk Co., TX
Age at death: 69 est.
Mary M. Bryan Mary Wells Lawson Bryan
Bom: 1842 Bom: 1853 M
 Alabama Died: 1943
Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 90 est.
Frank R. Young Martha Jane Bryan Aldora Bryan
Bom: November 30, 1837 H Bom: July 05, 1854 ’-—
Died: August 16, 1862
Mobile, Ala. in hospital
Age at death: 24
Thomas A. Bryan Little Benonie Thompson Erdell Bryan
Bom: 1846 Bom: October 11, 1846 .
1 Alabama
Rilla A. Bryan William H. (Billy) Bryan Rufus Bryan
Bom: 1848 ﬂ Bomn: 1856 —
[ Alabama
Johnson
Tennessee Spires
Lake, MS
Died: 1877
Zion, MS
Age at death: ?
Daniel Cellies Bryan
Bom: 1850
*-1 Madden. MS
Buried in Wright Springs
Cemetery

Elvira Hogue
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Family Tree
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The following family trees show the relationships and give further
information on the family members.

In this first section, information on the descendants of John Wesley
Bryan that went with him to Texas is included. The only two members of
the family for which information is known is John Wesley Bryan, Jr. and
his sister Martha Jane Bryan. This information was obtained from Henry
Warren Bryan.
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because James and | couldn't. But we used the fact that they could as the
argument to finally get our mother to let us go. Kids will drive you crazy won't they.
| have had a lot of Karma to pay back. On a personal note, Charles always called
Ronald “brother”. | was one year older than Ronald and four years older than
Charles. | want to say here | am sorry for all the mischief | got them into, without
going into detail. But we had fun. We loved to playing hide-and-seek at their house
and having China-bal! fights. They had the biggest Chinaberry tree in their front
yard. When T.V.’s first came out, or at least to Port Neches, daddy and mother
would drive us over to Jones Radio and T.V. shop and park out front. There were
speakers set up on the roof of the building and a T.V. in the front window. We
would watch T.V. from the parking lot. I'd better stop. 1 could write a book about
this stuff.

Alice Jane Bryan, the only child of Jim and Mattie Ann Bryan was born October 10,
1950 in Union, MS. Alice married Paul Caliahan on December 23, 1968 in Freeny,
MS. They had two children: James Otis born September 26, 1969 in Madden and
Nikki born January 7, 1977 in Jackson. Paul died November 24, 1976. Two years
after Paul's death, Alice married Daniel Griffin, on May 3, 1978. They had one
daughter, Kimberly, born June 4, 1982. Alice and Daniel were divorced May 12,
1988. Alice and her two daughters live a short distance from where she was raised
near Freetrade. Alice attended Decatur Community College for a year prior to her
marriage to Paul, studying Liberal Arts. After she married, she started working for
Dr. Thaggard in Madden and has worked for him for twenty-five years. Alice just
started back to college this year. She was accepted into nursing school at Meridian
Community Nursing School and is in her first semester of a two year program. She
still works for Dr. Thaggard two days a week. Her experience working for Dr.
Thaggard has ranged from office work to clinical nursing. Before Alice was born,
and even afterward for some years, her mother's nephew, Robert Louis Dennis,
lived with them. Robert Louis was a good friend and playmate of cousins James
and Jerry when they visited. To them, he was a cousin. They had some mean
persimmon ball wars in the back yard and scouted all through the woods nearby.
Alice was just two years older than cousin Bob and they were close friends, along
with second cousins Pam and Fran.

These then are the children of The Fifth Generation. They are the transition
children, the bridge from the old world of cotton farms and rudimentary conditions to
the new world of technology and computers. They saw something no other
generation will ever see, a world of the past. 1t is this glimpse of the old world that
motivated this genealogy, as explained more fully in the epilogue. There is another
distinction of this generation. From the founding of this country, each generation
has had the expectation that it will have more than the preceding one. With the fifth
generation, this ended.

LS
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born October 16, 1992. Bob attended school at Kilgore College and at Lamar
University before joining the Air Force and giving Uncle Sam four years. He aiso
attended college while in the Air Force at Grand Forks, North Dakota. After his
military duty, Bob returned to Port Neches and worked for the Union Oil refinery.
He has changed jobs twice since then and now works as an operator for Dupont
Chemical in Orange, TX. Bob and Norma make their home in Nederland, TX, just a
few miles from A.V. and Verbie Bryan.

James, Jerry, Rita and Bob and their families have visited over the years on special
occasions and holidays, usually at their parents house in Port Neches. Their
children are all good friends and have a good time when together.

Ronald Bryan, the oldest son of Stuard and Eloise Bryan was born May 9, 1944 in
Port Arthur, TX. Ronald married Lydia Dawson and they had one daughter, Leah
Marie, born May 22, 1967. Ronald and Lydia divorced when Leah was fairly young.

- Later, Ronald married Yvonne Bielecki on February 26, 1980 in Orange, TX.
Ronald is a licensed pipefitter welder. Over the years, he has worked all over the
U.S., including Alaska, but he always maintained a home in the Port Neches area.
He worked for several years in the northeast for several months out of the year. He
outfitted his truck with his equipment and drove to where the work was hottest. In
the last few years, Ronald has worked as a welding consultant and inspector in
south Louisiana and Texas. He and Yvonne live in Port Arthur not far from his
mother Eloise Bryan who still lives in Port Neches.

Charles Bryan, the youngest son of Stuard and Eloise Bryan was born June 13,
1947 in Port Arthur, TX. Charles married Jane Young on May 24, 1967 in Denton,
Maryland. Jane Young is from Carthage, MS and is a relative of Verbie Young
Bryan. Charles and Jane have one son, Brad, born March 28, 1979. Brad is very
talented in music. Charles, like cousin Bob, served four years in the Air Force.
After his military duty, Charles and Jane went to school on the Uncle Sam bili at
Mississippi State in Starksville. Charles graduated with a degree in accounting and
Jane with a degree in education. They make their home in Madison, MS, just
outside of Jackson. Charies works for Mississippi Power and Light. So, if you are
having any trouble, his number is - oh well maybe | shouldn’'t. Jane teaches the
sixth grade. Charles and Jane are much involved with son Brad’s music. Charles is
the speaker and equipment set-up man and general go-for.

James and Jerry and cousins Ronald and Charles grew up together in Port Neches,
TX. If you want a good idea of what Port Neches was like in those days, go see the
movie, The Last Picture Show. Port Neches was a small town, but it did have a
picture show, which we frequented regularly. It cost nine cents to get in until
inflation set in and drove it up to a quarter. We went every Saturday without fail. It
lasted half the day. There were four comedies, a special (Joe McDokes - the man
behind the eight ball, ... ), a serial (Superman, Rocket Man, ... ), News From Around
the World (Lowel Thomas), and a double feature. We saw every Roy Rogers and
Gene Autry movie ever made. Mother would pack James and me a lunch. After all
these years, | want to thank Ronald and Charles for going to the show on Sundays
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After finishing his undergraduate degree in college, James was drafted into the
army. He served in the Big Red One unit in Vietnam. He participated in the now
infamous, and genuinely pointless, army tactic of sending patrols into cong
infiltrated territory. It was little more than “attack the sitting ducks” practice for the
cong. James also enjoyed several hours of afternoon sniper practice.
Unfortunately, he was the target for a cong who was trying to get dope on his new
U.S. rifle that had just came in from China, down the Ho Chi Ming trail. All
Americans who have fought in mortal combat for our country are heroes. James is
our hero. Thanks, James. We lost our way in this war. The political bureaucrats
wouldn’t let the military fight the war. But we didn’t learn our lesson, note Bosnia.

Jerry Kent Bryan, the second son of A.V. and Verbie Bryan, was born February 4,
1943. Jerry married Ruth Ann White on March 15, 1969 in Houston, Texas. They
had two children: Jarrett Jade born November 3, 1969 in Houston, TX and Paige
Lee born July 3, 1974 in Houston, TX. They raised their children in Clear Lake, a
suburb south of Houston near the NASA complex. Jerry and Ruth Ann were
divorced in September, 1985. Jerry raised the children after the divorce. He now
lives in The Woodlands, a community north of Houston. Jerry graduated from
Lamar University in Beaumont, TX with a degree in engineering. He works for
Hughes Christensen company where he has been employed for twenty-eight years.
This is the company the eccentric billionaire Howard Hughes started in 1909. The
company manufactures drill bits for the oil industry. Cousin Pam Freeny Withers’
husband Bobby buys them. Keep it up Bobby. Jarrett Bryan graduated from the
University of Hawaii with a degree in international political science in 1994. He
lives in Honolulu and works for Hawaiian Airlines. He is currently working on a
degree in education at U of H. Paige is working on a B.S. in nursing at Hawaii
Pacific University in Honolulu.

Rita Bryan, the only daughter and third child of A.V. and Verbie Bryan, was born
May 15, 1947. Rita married John Lindell in Port Neches, TX on July 6, 1968. They
have two children: Alex born April 2, 1975 in Marietta, Ohio and Faith born
September 8, 1977 in Parkersburg, West Virginia. Rita was and is a pretty girl with
blond hair and fair skin, contrasting the usual dark hair and complexion of Bryan
children. She is, like Aunt Lena Pearl, a live wire. She is a doer that stays involved.
Rita went to college at Lamar University for two years, the University of Houston
one year and the University of Ohio at Athens for one year where she completed
her degree in business education. Husband John is an engineer who worked for
Dupont through the years and is now in semi-retirement, working every day for
another company. Alex is in college at the University of Maryland. Faith is in her
first year of college at the Virginia Tech University. Rita and John live in West
Chester, Pennsylvania near Philadelphia.

Bob Young Bryan, the youngest son and child of A.\V. and Verbie Bryan was born
July 22, 1952 in Port Arthur, TX. Bob married Norma Ortiz Smith on July 2, 1983, in
Port Neches, TX. Norma had two boys from a previous marriage: Kevin Smith
born September 19, 1973 in Port Arthur, TX, and Chris Smith born April 26, 1977 in
Nederland, TX. Bob and Norma have one child from their marriage, Chad Bryan,
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Wayne married Chong Im Pang and they have two children, Matthew and Michelle.
Sandra Joyce married Randall Hay and they have three children, Heather Nichole
Brandy, Angela Hay and Randall Hay i.

Henry Warren Bryan, the oldest child of Carson and Louise Bryan was born January
25, 1936. This writer got his first chance to drive a tractor sitting in the seat with
cousin Henry. It was great fun, but it was a job for Henry. Like the other cousins
from Leake County, Henry worked hard on the farm. After graduating from high
school, he went to college at East Central Community College and earned his
undergraduate degree at Mississippi State. He then earned a degree in law from
Jackson Law School. He practiced law in Jackson for quite a while. At one point,
Henry ran for the public office of State Representative. All the relatives hoped he
would follow his cousin on his mother’'s side, Ross Barnett, who was governor of
Mississippi in the nineteen sixties. But as best laid schemes of mice and men, it
wasn't to be - the voters didn't cooperate. Henry now lives and works in Jackson
where he owns a school supplies business.

Joe Lynn Bryan, the youngest son of Carson and Louise Bryan was born October 8,
1938. Joe Lynn married Carolyn Payne on June 19, 1966 in Edinburg. They have
two children: Jo Carol born September 26, 1970 in Greenwood and Matthew Payne
born October 17, 1971 in Yazoo City. Both children are married. Jo Carol married
Andrew Kieffer on June 17, 1995 in Yazoo City, MS. Matthew married Sarah
Pateria on January 19, 1996 in West Point. Joe Lynn, like brother Henry, went to
school at East Central and earned his undergraduate degree at Mississippi State.
Joe Lynn works in the banking business. He and Carolyn both work in the same
bank in Yazoo City. It was with some embarrassment this writer didn’'t recognize
Joe Lynn at a Barnett reunion in Carthage in 1994. He introduced himself as Joe
Bryan. It took a minute to make the connection to Joe Lynn Bryan, which is how he
was known growing up. We used our middie names in those days.

James Almon Bryan, the oldest son of A.V. and Verbie Bryan, was born January 15,
1942. James married Linda Corcoran on September 4, 1970 in Lowell,
Massachusetts. They have one son, Jason, born May 23, 1978 in Mobile, AL.
James has the same full name as his grandfather, Aimon Bryan, but this has not
always been known. Most relatives thought Almon’s first name was Jesse. Henry
Warren uncovered the legal name in his search of the family genealogy. James
earned his undergraduate and masters degrees in business from Lamar University
in Beaumont, TX. He completed his Ph.D. course work while on fellowship at the
University of Arkansas. He and his wife, Linda, who has a masters degree in
English, teach in the North Harris County College system near Houston, Texas.
Jason is in his first year of college at Vanderbilt University. James and Linda are
being introduced to the true meaning of debt - kids in college. James and brother
Jerry grew up visiting all the cousins of this fifth generation. Many good times were
shared. James and Jerry now live about fifteen miles from one another in
communities north of Houston.
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October 23, 1976. J.B. and Francis now live on highway 35 in the Twin City
community. David made a career of the Army. He married Debria Joyce Denton on
June 29, 1976 in Germany. David and Debria had two children: Mary Francis born
May 18, 1977 in Landstuhl, West Germany and Ellen Marie born October 29, 1980
in Savanna, Georgia. J.B. is retired and likes to work on and tinker with cars. He
has a garage in Freeny near where he was raised. His latest hobby, according to
anagcis, is to sit in his recliner and watch the highway out his big living room
window.

William Almon Bryan, the second son of Bertis and Ellen Bryan, was born August
28, 1934. He married Rosile Taylor on October 17, 1980 in Carthage. They live in
the old home place of Bertis Bryan in Freeny. William took over as the family
entrepreneur. He and Rose own the Bryan Country Store in Freeny and William
has several chicken houses nearby. In another venture, William owns mobile
homes which he rents out. Growing up, William was always a hard worker. He
milked cows morning and afternoon in the barn across the street (correction - I've
been informed by Pam Withers that this was no street, it was a road, and a dusty
little old road at that) from the house. He always had a herd of goats running
around the house - and still does. As soon as chicken houses came on the scene,
William was one of the first to get one. Another mainstay of William's was his black
and white Bulldogs. He has had one or more of these black and white Buildogs for
over forty-nine years. William has always had a good sense of humor and looked
at life on the light side.

Nell Bryan, the youngest daughter of Bertis and Ellen Bryan, was born February 6,
1938. She married Bruce James in June 1962 in Freeny. They had six children:
Mary Ellen born March 6, 1965, Lance born December 14, 1966, Melinda Ann born
January 1, 1970, Bobby C. born May 18, 1972, Robby B. born May 18, 1972 and
Michael born December 7, 1975. Nell raised her children near Freeny. Nell always
had a smile for everyone and had a sparkling personality. She was fun to be
around. She liked to kid with people and she liked to laugh. Four of Nell's children
are married. Mary Ellen married Phil Green. Lance married Christina Rebecca
Maddox and they have one son, William Brandon James. Bobby married Cristal
Moore. Robby married Amanda Renee Wilcher on September 17, 1994 in
Edinburg. Nell died September, 24, 1994. Her children still live in the general
area.

Joe Cariton Bryan, the only child of Joe and Willie Maye Bryan was born December
28, 1934 in Port Neches, Texas. Joe Bryan moved his family back to Leake County
when Joe Carlton was a young boy. Joe Carliton attended school at Freeny and
married his high school sweetheart, Wilma Jean Shepard on March 28, 1953. He
made a career of the Navy. He retired several years ago and now owns and
operates a locksmith business. He and Wilma live in Panama City, Florida. They
have four children: Joe Cariton, Jr. born November 5, 1955 in Anchorage, Alaska,
Jerry Wayne born May 31, 1960 in Carthage, MS, Sandra Joyce born January 2,
1962 in Germany and Jeff Alan born November 13, 1965 in Lompoc, California. Joe
Carlton, Jr. married Joni Jeanese Jenkins and they have one son, Gregory. Jerry





image23.jpeg
Charles Bryan June 13 1947

Alice Jane Bryan October 10 1950
Pam Freeny May 8 1951
Bob Young Bryan July 22 1952
Fran Freeny August 25 1954

In looking at the cousins, four were born in the twenties, six in the thirties, five in the
forties and four in the fifties. So, it is fair to say the older cousins actually lived the
old life, the middle cousins saw it and the younger ones missed a lot of it.

Herbert Coleman, the first of the cousins and son of Cora Bryan and Carl Coleman,
was born February 8, 1925. He was raised in Walnut Grove. He married June
Osborn of Sabastapol. They made their home in Louisiana. Herbert died in New
Orleans.

Geneva Coleman, the second child of Cora Bryan and Carl Coleman, was born
November 15, 1927. She was raised in Walnut Grove. She married Sheiton
McGuffie and they had two children: Cooper and Linda. Geneva and her husband
moved to Freeport, Texas. After her husband died, she and one daughter moved
back to Walnut Grove. Geneva died in 1995. Her daughter Linda still lives in
Walnut Grove.

Jean Coleman, the youngest child of Cora Bryan and Carl Coleman, was born June
7, 1939. She married Roy Withers January 25, 1958 in Carthage. They have three
children: Hilda Jane born August 16, 1960, Roy Dale born February 6, 1965 and
Herbert Benton born April 21, 1966. Jean and Roy reside in Walnut Grove where
they raised their children. Two of the children are married: Roy Dale married
Theresa Wilcher and Herbert married Tammy Smith. There are no grandchildren.

Doris Bryan, the oldest child of Bertis and Ellen Bryan, was born December 26,
1926 in the old family place in Freeny. She married Tobe Freeny on October 1,
1948, in Estes Mill. They made their home in Freeny just a short distance from
Bertis. They had three children. Pam born May 8, 1951, Fran born August 25,
1954 and William Henry born February 16, 1958. William Henry died the day after
birth, February 17, 1958. Pamela married Bobby Lee Withers on December 19,
1970 in Standing Pine. They have one son, Joel Lee Withers born September 3,
1973. Pam and Bobby make their home in Carthage. Fran married Kim Lane
Caldwell and they lived near Freeny. Fran died June 25, 1995.

Pam and Fran Freeny are listed above with the fifth generation cousins because
they were of the same age as the youngest first cousins. In fact, the relationship
they had with cousins Alice Bryan and Bob Bryan was very close. Bob loved to visit
in Freeny and pal around with his cousins.

J.B. Bryan, the oldest son of Bertis and Ellen Bryan, was born May 13, 1928 in the
old family place in Freeny. He married Francis Ratcliff on March 2, 1955 in
Carthage. They made their home in Freeny. They have one son, David, born
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The Fifth Generation
“The Cousins”

The cousins are the children of the Fourth Generation Bryans. They are unique in
that they are the last generation to have seen the old days. Not only to have seen
them, but for some, to have lived them. As children, this generation rode in the old
wagons pulled by mules. They watched their parents hitch the mule teams and
plow the fields. They worked in the fields, hoeing and picking cotton. They drug the
long rough cottonsacks down the rows. They knew what a hundred pounds of
cotton was. They weighed-in the cotton on the old cotton scales on the porch.
They feit the wet of the morning dew on their clothes and on the cotton bowis. Their
toilets were the outhouses with dirtdobber nests and spaces between the wall
boards through which they peeped outside. They primed the water pumps and
pumped up their drinking water. They watched their mothers churn butter, and
wash clothes outside in the large washtubs.

This was the tail end of a generation that was quickly passing. By the time the "fifth
generation” was in high school, it was mostly gone. Roads were being paved.
Tractors replaced mules. Indoor plumbing replaced the outside water pumps and
outhouses. Only remnants of the old days remained. But the “fifth generation” saw
it and experienced it. None others will.

1t was a great time to grow up, the late forties and fifties. The war was just over and
Americans were heroes. Jobs were becoming plentiful. Music was the best ever.
Technology was beginning to make work easier. The new generation was coming
on strong and the cousins moved right into it. There were seventeen first cousins.
Also included are two second cousins who were close in age to the younger first
cousins. In order of birth they were:

Herbert Coleman February 8 1925
Doris Bryan December 26 1926
Geneva Coleman November 15 1927
J.B. Bryan May 13 1928
William Almon Bryan August 28 1934
Joe Carlton Bryan December 28 1934
Henry Warren Bryan January 25 1936
Nell Bryan February 6 1938
Joe Lynn Bryan October 8 1938
Jean Coleman June 7 1939
James Almon Bryan January 15 1942
Jerry Kent Bryan February 4 1943
Ronald Bryan May 9 1944

Rita Ann Bryan May 15 1947
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grandson. James and Jerry live fairly close to one another just north of Houston,
Texas. Rita and husband, John Lindell, raised their family near Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. They recently moved to Green River, Wyoming where John works.
They also have a condominium in Park City, UT near Salt Lake City. Bob lives in
Nederland, Texas, several miles from A.V. and Verbie.

Lena Pearl Bryan, the ninth child, was born January 30, 1915. She is one of two
girls in the family. Uniquely, Cora was the oldest child and Lena Pearl the
youngest. Lena Pear! lived in the old home place in Freeny through the sixth grade.
Then she went to Walnut Grove and lived with her sister, Cora. She didn't like
going to school at Walnut Grove, because all her friends were at Freeny. Just
before her senior year, Bertis called and said, “sister, why don’t you come stay with
us and finish schoo! at Freeny.” She did and became a part of the first high school
class to graduate in Freeny, along with friends Morris Phillips and Evelyn Collier, in
1934. Lena Pearl married Prentis Henry Langston on June 17, 1944 in Estes Mill.
Prentis was a veteran of World War Il. They lived on a farm in the Estes Mill
community near Carson and Louise Bryan. Lena Pearl was Carson’s sister and
Prentis was Louise’s brother. Prentis was a gem of a fellow. Lena Pearl taught
school at the Choctaw school near Standing Pine. Later, they moved to Walnut
Grove. Prentis died in August, 1964. Lena Pearl married again on April 2, 1965 to
Billy Croft. Billy owned the sawmill in Walnut Grove and Lena Pearl helped him in
the business. Later, Billy sold the saw mill and he and Lena Pearl retired and live in
Walnut Grove. Retired is probably the wrong word. Billy raises cows and he and
Lena Pearl are active in all kinds of civic and church activities. Lena Pearl was and
is a very pretty woman. She also was and is a live wire. She has a vibrant
personality and has always been extremely well liked. She always knew how to
handie those brothers of hers that she followed around as a young girl.

This ends the saga of the Fourth Generation Bryans. These are the uncles and
aunts of this writer. As these words are written, the years are relived and the
characters (and believe me they were characters) come back to life. My mind is
alive with remembrances of the old sandy roads, the houses, the barns, the cows,
the cotton, the cotton houses, the cotton sacks, the outhouses, the water wells and
pumps, the porcelain water pans, the watermeion patches, the sugar cane, the
ponds, and most importantly the people. | hear them talking and see their facial
expressions. | revisit special times | had with each one of them. | love them still
and miss them. Now, get ready for the Fifth Generation Bryans.
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Jefferson County, TX. A man came to Port Neches looking for men interested in
going to California and taking a course in reading blueprints in order to work in the
aircraft industry. | signed up. | didn’t even know what a blueprint was. One year
later, |1 had eight men working for me.” A.\V. was working for the Consolidated
Aircraft factory in San Diego, California. He started in August, 1940, for fifty cents
an hour. While living in San Diego, he wrote to Verbie Young and asked her to
meet him in Arizona and get married. Verbie agreed and made the trip by train. On
May 4, 1941, AV. Bryan and Verbie Young were married in Yuma, Arizona.

A.V. and Verbie raised four children: James Almon born January 15, 1942, Jerry
Kent born February 4, 1943, Rita Ann born May 15, 1947 and Bob Young born
July 22, 1952. James and Jerry were born in San Diego. James had asthma so
bad in San Diego he could hardly breath. The doctor told A.V. and Verbie a change
in climate might cure him. Consolodated Aircraft factory, where A.\V. worked, had
an affiliate company in New Orleans, and A.V. took a chance that he could get a job
there. He and Verbie moved first to Jackson, MS, and then to New Orleans where
AV. got a job at the affiliate aircraft factory. In November of 1944, they moved to
Port Neches, Texas, where A.V. got a job at the Pure Oil refinery. At that time, A.V.
had two brothers in Port Neches, Joe and Stuard. Shortly after that, Joe moved
back to Leake County, MS, but Stuard stayed and raised his family in Port Neches.
A.V. and Verbie had two more children after moving to Port Neches, Rita and Bob.
All four of their children were raised in Port Neches. A.V. continued working for the
Pure Oil refinery, which was later bought and the name changed to Union Oil, until
he retired in 1976. A.V. prided himself in knowing where all the pipe lines went on
his unit and what their purpose was. It was common for fellow workers, and
supervisors, to come to A.V. when problems arose. He was called “Ace” by the men
he worked with.

Although living in a small city environment, A.V., like his brother Stuard, always had
a garden. He loved growing things, and still does. He also kept a cow and a calf on
his small pasture during most of the years. His fences were not the best. The
neighbors would call late at night to report the cow was out. This writer always had
to go (and still hasn’t forgiven his brother, James, for refusing to help) with his dad
to get the cow. “Get the cow”, meant chasing the cow on foot while A.V. drove his
car along the road hollering instructions. Whew! And for several years A.V. kept a
goat which he also milked. He tried to get his kids to drink the goat milk, telling
them how good it was for them. He tried pouring the goat milk in the store-bought
milk container. It didn’t work. Verbie taught school in the Port Neches-Groves
school system until retirement. A.V. and Verbie still live in Port Neches. They are
active with the Baptist church and its Super Sixties group. The group goes on trips
in the church bus to various U.S. tourist sites. Sister Lena Pearl and her husband,
Billy Croft, have accompanied them on several of these trips. A.V. has always been
an active union member, a knowledgeable Democrat supporter and is an active
Mason. He is health conscious, a good cook and walks regularly in the local Mall.
He and Verbie stay young trying to keep up with Bob’s son Chad, their youngest
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a Justice Court Judge of Leake County in his later years. He had a deep voice and
an authoritative manner. He was a smart man and a good Christian. He was a
deacon in the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church. Joe was the last Bryan to pass away,
as of this writing. He died on October 9, 1991.

Jim Bryan, the fifth child, was born August 10, 1906. He married Mattie Ann Ellis
in December 1928 in Leake County. They had one girl, Alice Jane, born October
10, 1950. Alice Jane carries the names of her grandmother Alice Daniels and her
great-great grandmother Jane McCarty. Jim Bryan settled on a farm off Freeny
Road (highway 488) near Freetrade. Jim Bryan could have been called the family
entrepreneur. He always farmed and raised cows, but he always had an eye out for
making money. He owned a country store at one time, near his house. He also
bought a bulldozer and hauled it around the country hiring out work. Jim was a
clever man known for his ability to buy and seli cows, among other things. He also
had a great love and respect for the land. Jim died August 2, 1975. Mattie Ann and
Alice Jane still live near Freetrade.

Carson Bryan, the sixth child, was born February 23, 1910. He married Louise
Langston on October 9, 1932 in Madden, MS. They raised two boys: Henry
Warren born January 25, 1936 and Joe Lynn born October 8, 1938. Carson and
his family settled on a farm in the Estes Mill community and made a living raising
cotton, corn and other crops. In the early years, Lena Pearl and her husband
Prentis Langston lived nearby. Prentis was a brother of Louise. Carson was the
brother nearest in age to A.V. and they were especially close. Carson was a good
looking man with a distinctive cleft in his chin. Carson died June 20, 1955 at age
45. Louise, a retired nurse, now lives in Carthage. Henry Warren lives in Jackson.
Joe Lynn lives in Yazoo City.

The seventh child, a baby boy, was born in 1912, between Carson and A.V., but it
lived only a few days.

A.V. Bryan, the eighth child, was born June 23, 1914. A.V. worked on various
neighboring farms as he grew up, plowing and working in the cotton patch. He said
he could plow a straight row, which was something not everybody could do. He also
worked in the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corp.), a New Deal government project to
create jobs during the depression. In December 1936, A.V. went to Port Neches,
Texas where he got a job at the Atlantic Richfield refinery. He worked there eight
months and then went to work for Texaco refinery for another eight months. After
that, he was laid off and went back home to Leake County, MS for awhile. In 1939,
A.V. returned to Port Neches and worked construction until the winter when he was
laid off again.

During these years, when A.V. would go home to Leake County, he would visit and
court Verbie Young who lived in a “Teachers Home” and taught school in Goodman,
MS. A.V. tells what happened next: “In 1940, there were no jobs to be had in
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Bertis Bryan, the second child, was born May 20, 1900. He married Elien
Coleman in 1925 and they raised their family at the old homesite of Aimon Bryan in
Freeny. They had four children: Doris born December 26, 1926, J.B. born May 13,
1928, William Almon born August 28, 1934 and Nell born February 6, 1938. All
the children settled and raised their families in the general area. These children
and their cousins will be “The Fifth Generation” of this genealogy. Ellen died May
26, 1978 at age 73. Bertis married Lyda Moore several years after Ellen’s death.
He died December 27, 1989 at age 89. Nell died September 27, 1994 at age 56.
William Almon lives on the old family place in Freeny. Doris and J.B. live nearby.

Bertis was always the hub of the fourth generation Bryans. When he was young, he
and Warren Ellis would go to Texas and pick cotton for wages. Warren Ellis ended
up living and raising his family in Texas. Bertis was friendly, good-natured, easy
going and talkative. He always had a story to tell. He loved people. All the
brothers liked being around Bertis. They used his place as kind of a central
gathering place through the years. Bertis always knew the news of the area. He
walked daily to the store at Freeny to buy tobacco and socialize. Near the end,
while sick and confined to the hospital in Madden, Bertis turned up missing. While
the doctors and nurses were looking for him, a man walked up and reported he had
just seen Bertis outside hitching a ride to the Freeny store to get himself some
tobacco. William Aimon now owns the store. Bertis Bryan was quite a character.

Stuard Bryan, the third child, was born February 17, 1902. Stuard moved to Texas
and made his home in Port Neches. He married Eloise Sanderson in Nederland,
Texas on August 22, 1936. They raised their two children in Port Neches: Ronald
born May 9, 1944, and Charles born June 13, 1947. Stuard followed his brother
Joe to Port Neches and got a job at the Texaco Qil Company, where he worked as a
pipefitter. Stuard had a laid-back personality and was somewhat reserved. He
always chewed or smoked on a cigar. He was very well liked. The family lived in
the house originally owned by Joe Bryan. Stuard always had a garden in his back
yard and enjoyed applying the knowledge he learned growing up on a farm. He and
AV., who also lived in Port Neches, visited often to share information on their
gardens. Their families visited often, especially when the children were young.
Stuard died March 6, 1988 at the age of 86. Eloise still lives in the old home place.
Ronald still lives near Port Neches. Charles married Jane Young from Freeny and
they make their home in Jackson.

Joe Bryan, the fourth child, was born May 10, 1904. He married Willie Maye
Hollingsworth and they made their home near Carthage, off highway 35 just east of
the Peari River bridge. As a young man, Joe moved to Port Neches, Texas where
he worked at the Pure Oil refinery for seventeen years. His brother, AV., worked
and retired from the same refinery. After hurting his back on the job, Joe returned to
Leake County. He took college accredited correspondence courses and became a
certified veterinarian. He raised cows, doctored cows and farmed for a living. He
and Willie Maye had one son, Joe Carlton, born December 28, 1934. Joe became
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life. Families lived and worked together. When cotton was in bloom, the entire
countryside was a sea of white. It was pretty. Fields and roads were dotted with
people chopping or picking cotton, mules and horses in traces puiling plows and
wagons hauling cotton to the mills. It was a slower time. The roads were not
paved. There were no cars. When Almon took his family to visit his brothers and
sisters near Madden, it took three hours by wagon. This was aiso an era of change
in the way Negroes and Indians worked on farms. Typically they worked for shares
while housing and provisions were supplied by the landowner. There was a large
population of Choctaw Indians in the Freeny community and therefore it was more
common to see them than Negroes on the local farms.

The Bryan children grew up working on neighboring farms, as well as their own
farm, in order to make a living. A.V. remembers taking pride as a young man in his
ability to plow a straight row, which took some skill. His technique was to set his
sight on a distant object and keep his mule and piow headed directly toward it. He
applied this technique while living and working in the Freeny community. As a
descendant and observer of all the family members, this writer offers the following
characterization of the fourth generation Bryans: they were good hearted, decent,
trustworthy, hard-working, positive, happy, strong-bodied, smart, Christian, humble,
thankful, and likable. In short, they were good people. There was something else
about this family. They liked each other. They were more than brothers and sisters,
they were best friends. Their families visited and they heiped one another.

The Bryans were also friends and relatives of the Striblings who lived nearby.
Florence Daniels, a sister to Alice Daniels Bryan, married a Stribling and raised
nine children. These cousins and playmates were Lloyd, Mack, Roger, Bo, Ethyl,
Clyde, Cosper, Annie and Ira Mae.

All but two of the fourth generation Bryans settled and raised families in Leake
County. Two boys, Stuard and A.V. left to work at oil refineries in Texas. They both
raised their families in Port Neches, Texas. They followed their oider brother, Joe,
who was the first to find work in Port Neches. Joe worked and lived there for
seventeen years. Then, after hurting his back, he returned to Leake County to live
and farm. The old saying that “you can take the boy out of the country, but you
can't take the country out of the boy”, was never more true than for Stuard and A.V.
Their hearts never left Leake County.

Cora Bryan, the oldest of children, was born March 20, 1898. She married Carl
Coleman and they raised their family in Walnut Grove. Carl was a planer operator
at the saw mill. In those days, being a planer operator in a saw mill required
tremendous skill which few could master. They had three children: Herbert born
February 8, 1925, Geneva born November 15, 1927, and Jean born June 7, 1939.
Cora died in October 1984 at age 86. Her husband Carl died in 1980 at age 80.
Both Herbert and Geneva have aiso passed away. Jean still lives in Walnut Grove.
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The Fourth Generation
“The Bryans From Freeny”

Almon and Alice Daniels Bryan made their home in the rural farming community of
Freeny, Mississippi, where they raised their eight children. Actually, it was nine
children counting Warren Ellis, the son Alice had by her first husband. A tenth
child, a boy, was born, but lived only a few days. These children were the fourth
generation of Bryans to live in Leake County. From oldest to youngest the children
were: Cora, Bertis, Stuard, Jim, Joe, Carson, A.V. and Lena Pearl. Unfortunately,
both Almon and Alice died before ali the children were raised. Alice died in 1918,
three years after the youngest chiid, Lena Pearl, was born. Almon died five years
later in 1923. Cora, Bertis and Stuard were in their early twenties when their
parents died. Carson left home two years after Almon died to work for wages for a
Mr. Barnett.

The fourth generation Bryans will soon span three centuries, with Cora born in the
nineteenth century and the current surviving children, A.V. and Lena Pearl, god-
willing, living in the twenty-first century. This Bryan generation lived during the
advent of the telephone, electricity, the automobile, the industrial revolution, two
world wars, the great depression and indoor plumbing. Several of the children
remember the day the REA threw the switch in Carthage, bringing electricity and
electric lights to the rural farms where they lived. However, most modern
conveniences were slow reaching the homes of the fourth generation Bryans. Most
of them did not have indoor bathrooms or running water until the 1950s or later.

Life was hard on the farms where the Bryans lived. Work was from dark to dark.
Modern medicine, which could easily have saved Almon and Alice, was not yet
available. The family lived through a typhoid fever plague caused by diseased rats
which contaminated the water tables of the area. A.V. recounted how five young
Ellis children of the Freeny community died one after the other from the disease.
Their graves are side-by-side in the New Hope cemetery. A.V., himself, contracted
a virus as a young boy which infected his ear drums. As a result of the damage, he
has suffered from hearing loss his entire life. During most of those years, money
came from growing cotton. Food came from gardens and farm animals. Corn and
other grains were grown as food for livestock. Cows and goats provided miik and
dairy products. Little else was needed.

This was the era when cotton was king. Cotton was the central element around
which farm life revolved. Daily activities were typically dominated by talk about the
cotton crop. It was about needing rain, too much rain, when to plant, when to pick,
how much was picked and on and on. Even though it was a hard life, it was a good
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working shares, Almon lived in a house on Mr. Ellis’ place. Aimon aiso worked on
the roads for Leake County. After a time, Almon bought his own land in the Freeny
area and began farming for himself. The land he purchased was just up the road
from Mr. Ellis’ place. It is said they were good friends. Bertis Bryan once reflected
that those who knew his father said he was a good man and was known for helping
his neighbors.

Almon and Alice raised nine children: Cora born March 20, 1898, Bertis born May
20, 1900, Stuard born February 17, 1902, Joe born May 10, 1904, Jim born August
10, 1906, Carson born February 23, 1910, a baby boy who died several days after
birth in 1912, A.V. born June 23, 1914, and Lena Pearl born January 30, 1915. All
nine children were born in the family home in Freeny.

It is believed that Alice Bryan died in 1918. A copy of a handwritten letter from Alice
to Cora is in the possession of A.V. Bryan. The handwriting is very fluid and pretty
although Alice never attended school. A.V. believes she learned from her children.
The letter was written in June 1917 from the Jackson Sanatorium where she was
hospitalized. It is believed she died the following year.

After Alice died, Almon married Lena Everitt Shields, who was from Forest,
Mississippi. They continued to live in the old place at Freeny. Then just five years
after Alice died, Almon Bryan died, on October 26, 1923. The cause of his death is
not known for sure, but he had just had his teeth pulled and developed a large
growth in his throat. Some speculated he had cancer or yellow fever. Because of
the growth in his throat, it was difficult for him to swallow, much less eat. He
remained bed-ridden for a long time taking only small sips of water for sustenance.
AV. remembers being struck by how long a man can live on nothing but water.
Almon died one night after shouting out, “Florence”.

Lena Bryan continued to live in the old place for about four years and raise the
younger children. Then, she became ill and her sister came and took her back to
Forest, MS. This was in 1927 and Lena Pearl, who was twelve years old at the
time, went to live with her sister, Cora, in Wainut Grove. Lena Pearl remembers
Lena as being a real nice lady. A.V. stayed at the old place in Freeny. Bertis and
his family who lived just up the hili moved into the old place.

The children from this family become the “Fourth Generation” of this genealogy. All
but two of the children remained and raised their families in Leake County. The two
who left, A.\V. and Stuard, raised their families in Texas.
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Hmon Bryan
“The Thind Genenation”

Almon Bryan was the youngest child born to Dan Bryan and Tennessee Spires.
Almon was born on August 28, 1874. He had a sister, Mary, who was one year
older and a brother, Wesley, who was three years older. Almon’s mother,
Tennessee, died when he was three years old. Almon's father, Dan, remarried two
years later, in July 1879, to Elvira Hogue. Dan and Elvira had seven children, three
boys and four girls. These were Almon's half-brothers and sisters. Almon’s full
brother and sister, Wesley and Mary, moved from Leake County to Texas and
raised their families there. Most of Almon’s half-brothers and sisters settled and
raised their families near Madden. Of course, Aimon never knew his grandparents
or any other kin folks on the Bryan side. They had all moved to Texas in 1871,
three years before he was born.

Aimon married Alice Viola Daniels and raised his family in the community of Freeny.
Alice was the daughter of Henry Daniels and Jane Quick Daniels. Henry Daniels
was killed in his front yard in Sheiby County, Georgia, by one of his slaves. After
Henry was killed, Jane Daniels and her two daughters moved to Mississippi with her
brothers and sisters and their families. Her brothers and sisters, the Quicks, settled
in various places in Leake County. Jane Daniels was known as Mo Daniels to
Almon’s children. She lived on a piece of iand near Freetrade and made a living
farming. She typically worked two days picking cotton for a neighbor who in trade
would plow one day for her. Mo Daniels lived to be ninety-nine years old and
helped raise Almon and Alice Bryan's children. Mo Daniel's daughter, Alice
Daniels, was first married to an Ellis and they had one son, Warren. Not long after
Warren was born, Mr. Ellis died of pneumonia. Sometime after Mr. Ellis’ death,
Almon Bryan and Alice were married. Almon was twenty-three years old. It was
somewhat unusual in those days for a young man to marry a widow with a child.

Florence Daniels, a sister to Alice, married a Stribling and lived nearby. The
Striblings were relatives and friends of Almon and Alice. Their children were first
cousins and playmates. The Stribling children were: Lloyd, Mack, Roger, Bo, Ethyl,
Clyde, Cosper, Annie and Ira Mae.

As a young man, Aimon worked shares on several farms in the Freeny community,
notably for a Mr. Ellis who was a brother to Alice Daniel’s first husband. While
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Mary Bryan, the second child, married Ollie Barber of Madden and they made their
home in Texas, near the town of Overton. Mary and Ollie raised ten children:
Lonnie, Roy, Clifford, Vernon, Lola May, Marvin, Gertrude, Smith, Melvin and Cecil.

James Almon Bryan was the youngest child of Daniel Cellies and Tennessee
Spires. He was known as Almon and was called Al by his friends. He was the only
son of Dan Bryan and Tennessee Spires who made his home in Leake County. He
is "The Third Generation” of this genealogy. Almon married Alice A. Daniels and
they made their home in the Freeny community. Their children were: Cora, Bertis,
Stuard, Joe, Jim, Carson, baby boy (died at birth), A\V. and Lena Pearl.

After the death of Tennessee Spires, Dan Bryan married again, this time to Elvira
Hogue, on July 31, 1879. They remained on the original home place and raised
seven children: Mattie, Minnie, Hardin, Ida, Daniel Odus, Annie and Ben.

Mattie Bryan married a Moore and they made their home near Carthage in the
community of Conway.

Minnie Bryan married Henderson Tidwell and they made their home in Madden.
They had many children including one set of twins.

Hardin Bryan married and lived near Madden and the old home place.

Ida Bryan married Elie Keily and they also lived near Madden. Before ida died, one
of Hardin’s daughters, Bonnie, stayed with her while she was sick. After Ida died,
Bonnie married Elie Kelly.

Daniel Odus Bryan made his home near Madden, close to Hardin. A.V. Bryan, son
of Almon Bryan, remembers his family would visit his uncle and he would play with
his cousins, especially Grace. They made the trip from Freeny to Madden in a
wagon, full of kids, pulled by two mules. It took three hours.

Annie Bryan married Aiva Adams and they made their home near Madden. One of
their sons, Leroy, still lives near Carthage toward Edinburgh.

Ben Bryan lived near Madden, but later moved to Louisiana.

A.V. Bryan recalls his uncles and aunts saying they were raised as one family and
never thought anything about having different mothers.
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Daniel Cellies Bryan
“The Second Generation”

Dan Bryan was the fifth child of John Wesley Bryan and the first born in Leake
County. He was born in 1850 and although the date of his death is unknown, he is
buried in an unmarked grave in Old Wright Springs cemetery, near Madden. Dan is
the only child of John Wesley Bryan who remained in Leake County when the rest
of his family moved to Texas. He married and raised his family near the place his
father settled between Freetrade and Madden. It must have been hard for Dan to
see his entire family leave. He was twenty-one at the time and his wife had just
given birth to their first child, which they named after Dan’s father, John Wesley
Bryan. It is reported a brother returned to visit Dan on one occasion. As for the
others in his family, he never saw them again.

Dan’s first wife was Tennessee Spires. The date of her birth is unknown, but she
reportedly died in 1877. She is buried in Zion cemetery. Tennessee is said to have
been a full blood Indian. Stuard Bryan told his nephew Jerry Bryan that she was of
the Chickasaw tribe. A map of Indian tribes in the United States verifies the
Chickasaws were located in the middle to upper part of Mississippi.

Dan Bryan and Tennessee Spires had three children: John Wesiey Bryan born in
1871, Mary Magdaline Bryan born July 22, 1873 and James Almon Bryan bomn
August 28, 1874.

John Wesley Bryan, who carried his grandfather's name, was known as Wesley
Bryan. He married Minta A. Grice of Madden, MS. They had three children:
Clifford, Odus and Madie. Wesley abandoned his family sometime after his children
were born and ran off with another woman to Texas. Minta moved to Louisiana to
live with her son, Clifford. Wesley and his new woman went to San Angelo, TX,
where Wesley farmed cotton. He had taken his own team of mules with him and
made a fair living. After a few years, Wesley saw the error in his ways and took the
woman back home to Madden. There was a warrant out on Wesley for his previous
misdeed and would have been in trouble with the law except for some inside help.
One of Minta’s kinfolk worked at the courthouse and destroyed the warrant papers.
Wesley went to Louisiana and picked up Minta and moved to Texas. This time, he
moved to the Overton area where his sister Mary lived. Later in life, after his sister
died, Wesley returned to Madden and lived near his dad’s home place until his
death.
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This family explored and later moved into KY in 1780 and built Bryan Station. So
far, no records have been located to verify the kinship. The search continues.
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on January 1, 1860. Francis was from the nearby Estes Mill community of Leake
County and was a brother to James H. Young, the grandfather of A.\V. Bryan's wife,
Verbie. They had one son, Frank Young. Francis R. died in the civil war in a
hospital in Mobile, Alabama, on August 16, 1862. He served in Co. E, 27th
Mississippi Infantry C.S.A. On the 16th of February, 1863, Mary made an
application to the Confederate States Government for “whatever may be due.” Mary
and her son Frank went with the Bryan families to Texas. Frank was found on the
1910 census living with his cousin Beall Thompson’s family in Oklahoma. Rilla,
Billy, John Wesley, Jr. and all the younger children went with John Wesley and
Irena to Texas. The Bryans settled in the farming community around Laneville,
Texas. They made the trip in covered wagons. There were about twenty wagons in
all and it took about one month to get there.

Only one Bryan, Daniel Cellies, remained in Leake County and raised his family. It
is Daniel who started “The Second Generation.”

The above information was documented from 1850 and 1860 Leake Co. census
records and from other bits and pieces of information received from relatives. An
inconsistency shows in the 1860 census record that leads to confusion even today
about the spelling of the Bryan name. John Wesley's name is spelled Bryon on the
1850 census and Bryant on the 1860 and 1870 census records. However, Bryan is
probably the correct spelling of the name. All the children in Texas and Mississippi
ended up spelling it that way and it is spelled that way on the old photo of John
Wesley. Also it is spelled that way in the will of Jacob McCarty.

Over the years, there was very little contact with the Bryans who moved to Texas.
A.V. Bryan remembers his uncles Dan and Hardin coming to see his dad, Almon,
and telling him about their visit to Texas. They told their brother: “Al, the land they
left was better than the land they moved to.”

In the 1980s, A.V. and Verbie Bryan were contacted by descendants of the Bryan
families from Laneville, Texas. They attended two of the Bryan reunions there.
They reported the whole area around Laneville to be full of Bryan families. The
reunion was a thrill to all and some communication of lost relationships was
established. To this day, however, the farthest anyone can trace the family is John
Wesley Bryan, Sr.

It is sad that not much is known of John Wesley Bryan, Sr. No one knows his
parents or siblings’ names. No one knows where he lived in Texas or when and
where he died. No one knows what became of his and Irena’s younger children.
This writer has searched and is still searching for John Wesley's ancestors. As of
yet, there are no answers.

This writer thinks there is a good chance John Wesley descended from the Morg'an
Bryan family of the Yadkin Valley in NC that intermarried with the Boone family.
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John Wesley Bryan
“The First Generation”

If you trace your ancestry to the Bryan family of Leake County, MS, it is likely your
lineage begins with John Wesley Bryan. John Wesley was born in Hopkins County
Kentucky in 1813. This is known from an old tattered and torn cardboard photo of
John Wesley which is in the possession of the Bertis Bryan family. Bertis’ brother,
A.V., had the photo restored and copied. A copy of this photo is on the cover of this
booklet. On the back side of the original photo is handwritten, “John Wesley Bryan,
1813, Hopkins County, Kentucky.”

John Wesley, at some point in time, moved to Aiabama. Some records indicate he
was at times in Stewart Co., TN, Marengo Co., AL and Choctaw Co., AL. In any
event, in 1839 he married Mary Jane McCarty. Mary Jane was nineteen years old.
She was the youngest child of Jacob McCarty, Jr., who was the youngest child of
Jacob McCarty, Sr. The couple had four children while living in Alabama: Franklin
J. in 1840, Mary M. in 1842, Thomas A. in 1846, and Rilla A. in 1848.

The family moved to Leake County, MS in 1849, settling on a site between
Freetrade and Madden. John Wesley was thirty-six years old and Mary Jane was
twenty-nine. Their oldest child Frank was nine, Mary was seven, Tom was five and
Rilla was two. The first child born in Leake County was Daniel Cellies, in 1850.

John Wesley continued to live in Leake County for twenty-one years. During that
time, he and Mary Jane had four children. Daniel Cellies was born in 1850, John
Wesley, Jr. in 1852, Martha J. (Mattie) in 1854 and William H. (Billy) in 1856.

Mary Jane Bryan died sometime between 1856 and 1860. John Wesley was shown
in the 1860 census as being married to Irena Lou Wright. The census indicated
Irena was from Alabama. Irena was around twenty-seven years old when they
married. John Wesley was forty-six. They continued living in Leake County for
another ten years. In the 1970 census, the children for John Wesley and Irena
were: Albert, Lawson, Aldora, Erdell and Rufus. It is not known if John Wesley was
the father of these children. It is likely he was the father of at least some of them.
In total, John Wesley Bryan and his two wives had thirteen children.

Around 1871, at the age of fifty-eight, John Wesley Bryan, Sr. and his family moved
to Texas. The older children were in their early to mid-twenties. No record couid be
found on the oldest son, Franklin.: The second son, Tom, died in the civil war. He is
buried in Pensacola, Florida. The oldest daughter, Mary, married Francis R. Young
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Dedication

To my dad, A.V. Bryan, a good man and a good father. He provided a good life for
me and our family. | don’t think my dad ever wanted to leave the farm or Leake
County. Like many, he left to make a living for his family. But his heart has always
remained back on the farm, as many who know him will attest.
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Ethel Bryan

Bom: July 04, 1888

Benjamin Bradbury
Bom: March 12, 1882

Died: October 14, 1954

in Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)

Myrtle Bradbury

Agnes Bradbury

Elizabeth Bradbury
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Descendants of John Wesley Bryan, Jr. | F——11

Tweedy
Bom; February 03, 1894

Douglas Derrington | | Eugene (Sr.) Bryan
Bom: April 20, 1885 Bom: January 20, 1881
F Died: April 28, 1958 =
in Lanewille, TX (Rusk Co.)
Age at death: 77
Gertie Bryan
Eugene Bryan
Clarence

Betty Jo Bryan
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:l_h Descendants of Carson Bryan d t =
Carson Bryan Louise Langston
Bom: February 23, 1910 Bom: October 06, 1913
Freeny, MS || Walnut Grove
Died: June 20, 1955 || Married: October 09, 1932
Buried at New Hope Cemetery | | in Madden,MS
Age at death: 45

Henry Warren Bryan
Bom: January 25, 1936
Estes Mill, MS

Joe Lynn Bryan
Bom: October 08, 1939
Estes Mill, MS

Carolyn Payne

Bom: November 09, 1939
Married: June 19, 1966
in Edinburg, MS

Jo Carol Bryan
H Bom: September 26, 1970
Greenwood, MS

Andrew Kieffer
Married: June 17, 1995
in Yazoo City, MS

Matthew Payne Bryan
' Bom: October 17, 1971
Yazoo City, MS

|

Sarah Pateria
Married: January 19, 1996
in West Point, MS





