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November 10, 1745: JAMES BRYAN of Northampton County to THOMAS JONES
of Petty Shore in Bertie County - 2 shillings

sterling money of Great Britain- Full & free priviledge of the new

road that the said JONES has already opened & made from the main road

at the upper end of my meadow to his caseway over his meadow. .
Wit: ALJAS BRYAN .

BENJAMIN BRYAN
August 1746.. Robert Forster, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 1, p. 274)

December 1, 1750: JOHN BRYANT of Edgecombe County, planter, to
BERT HAMMONS of Northampton County, planter - 4 E
50 acres - On the WEST side of BRIDGER'S CREEK, joining VALENTINE

BRASWELL, CULLEN POLLOCK, the main road to CASHY & the creek.
Wit: JOHN EDWARDS

BENJ. -
February Court 1750. J. Edwards, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 1, p. 461)

February 9, 1758: AARON JOHNSON of Orange County, planter, to

ggugéu%gng§§%§$ of Northampton County - 4 E
100 acres - In the fork o & QUARTER SWAMP, joining JOHN BASS.
Wit: JOHN ALSTON
JAMES LONG
Registered May 2, 1758. John Dawson, A. J.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 455)

May 22, 1758: SAMUEL BASS to BENJAMIN BASS (both of Northampton County)
for 4 &

50 acres - On QUARTER SWAMP, joining ROBERT HOUSE & the said BENJAMIN.

Wit: RLES BRYANT
EDWARD BA

Registered Northampton County July 1758. J. Edwards, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 460)

April 4, 1758: BENJAMIN BASS to CHARLES BRYANT (both of Northampton
County) for 4 E
50 acres - Between LEWIS ANDERSON & ELIJAH BASS.
Wit: BENJAMIN BRYANT
"JOHN EDWARDS, JR.
July Court 1758. J. Edwards, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 461)

May 15, 1758: EDWARD BASS to CHARLES BRYANT (both of Northampton
County) for 7 E -
70 acres - Between the said BASS & JOHN BASS, part of a tract purchased
} . of WILLIAM WHITEHEAD by EDWARD BASS, SR.
JOHN S, JR.
July Court 1758. J. Edwards, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 462)

Continued
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June 3, 1758: JOHN DAWSON - Grant - 142 acres in Northampton County

in the Parish of Northwest on BRIDGERS CREEK, joining
CULLEN POLLOCK & the said creek.

Wit: SAM JOHNSTON

RICHARD VIGERS
May 19, 1758: Surveyed, J. Edwards, D. Surveyor
Plat reads - land surveyed for COLO. JOHN DAWSON
Chain carriers: _BENJAMIN BRYANT

"WILLIAM COTTEN (Patent Book 14, p. 278)

September 2, 1758: JOSEPH BASS of Granville County to CHARLES BRYANT
of Northampton County - 3 L ’
50 acres - Between the lands of REUBEN BASS & JAMES BASS & holdin

g
the young orchard where JOHN BASS, JR. the son of EDWARD BASS
did formerly live.

Wit: WILLIAM PURDY
BENJAMIN BRYANT
October 1758. J. Edwards, C. C.
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 489)

January 13, 1761: BENJAMIN BRYANT - Grant - 300 acres in Johnston
_ County, Parish of St. Patrick, on both sides of

. BUFFELLOW CREEK joining (a point) below the GREAT FALLS.
wit: J. MONTFORT

WILLA SILLS
Examined by J. MONTFORT & JOHN JOHNSTON
Surveyed Nowvember 12, 1751. Richard Caswell, Surveyor.
Chain carriers: MARTIN CASWELL, JAMES WOOTEN
(Patent Book 14, p. 192)

December 27, 1762: BENJAMIN BRYAN, Northampton County to JOHN TAYLOR
of Norfolk - 30 B
425 acres - In Johnston County on SOUTH side of BUFFALOW CREEK,

beginning at a red oak SOUTH side of GREAT BUFFALO SWAMP
at the POPLAR BRANCH s st e b

W 200 p. to a red oak
S 278 p. to a red oak in HOGPEN BRANCH

E to a pine on said SWAMP, up said SWAMP to lst station.
Wit: JAMES CARY, JUR.

CHARLES BRYANT 5ggi§gig_§£zg§£ :
April, 1 ] Toved by James Cary, Junr. Test: Robert Rainey, C. C.

(Johnston County, N. C. Tr-1l, p. 59)
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BENJAMIN BRYANT - Will - Northampton County, North Carolina
Dated: August 1, 1789

Proved: December, 1789

IN THE NAME OF GOD AMEN: I BENJAMIN BRYANT being of perfect
mind sense and memory, etc.

ITEM: I give and bequeath unto my son BENJAMIN BRYANT all the lands

that I hold and die possessed with in the OCCONEECHEE NECK
SIX HUNDRED (600) acres be the same more or less to him & his heirs
forever, but if my son BENJAMIN BRYANT should die without heir then
my will is that the said land become the only property of my daughter
POLLEY BRYANT to her and her heirs forever.

I also give & bequeath unto my son BENJAMIN BRYANT two hundred
(200) acres of land being the manor plantation whereon I now live be
the same more or less bounded by the road leading from JONES MILL to
the cross roads then from the cross roads to PULHAM'S FERRY and bounded
by ATHERTONS line and my own head line. I also give & bequeath unto
my son BENJAMIN BRYANT one piece of land called GRAYS containing one
hundred (100) acres more or less to him & his heirs forever. It is my
will and desire that my son BENJAMIN BRYANT shall have liberty to cut
timber of YAWRY (URAHAW) SWAMP or any of my lands to support his
plantation.

ITEM: I give & bequeath unto my son THOMAS BRYANT all the remainder

part of my lands adjacent to this place that is not given
away to him and his male heirs forever. It is my will & desire if
my son THOMAS BRYANT should die without any male heirs then my will
Is that the sald lands become the only property of my son BENJAMIN
BRYANT and his heirs forever reserving half of the land called CARYS
PLACE to my son SAMUEL BRYANT during his natural 1ife SAMUEL BRYANT
yielding & paying my son THOMAS BRYANT one shilling proc rent to
THOMAS BRYANT yearly. My will is that if my son SAMUEL BRYANT should
offer to sell or rent his right to the said lands that then the lands
shall become the immediate property of my son THOMAS BRYANT & his
male heirs forever.

Also I give & bequeath unto my son THOMAS BRYANT one hundred
(100) acres of land called PARKERS survey the use of the land to my
son BENJAMIN BRYANT during the life of my loving wife & no longer.
I give & bequeath unto my son THOMAS BRYANT ten head of cattle young
& old to be taken out after a sufficiency is first taken out for my
family's use.

I also give & bequeath unto my son THOMAS BRYANT one negro
wench named Pink and all her increase born before this date & after-
wards. My will & desire is that the negro wench named Pink shall
remain (one or two pages missing - ** gee later)

I also give to be divided between my three children SAMUEL
BENJAMIN & POLLY BRYAN all the horses that are not given away that
belongs to my manor plantation at the home house to them their heirs
forever. My will is that they are not to be divided until the death
of my loving wife. It is my will that if my son BENJAMIN BRYANT
Continued T
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BENJAMIN BRYANT - Will - Northampton County, North Carolina - Continued
Dated: August 1, 1789 )
Proved: December, 1789

should misbehave to my loving wife or his sister POLLY BRYAN during
his living with them at the manor plantation it is ordered hereby
that my executors remove him to his own plantation in the OCCONEECHEE
NECK. It is my will & desire that there shall be. as much money drawn
out of my estate as will purchase two hundred (200) acres of land adj.
SHERRADS FISHING PLACE which when purchased I give & bequeath unto
my son BENJAMIN BRYANT & his heirs forever.
Executors: BRYAN WINBORNE & JOHN M. BRYAN.
Wit: EDWARD TURNER ; Benj? Bryant

WILLIAM BELL

JAMES BELL
Northampton County December Court 1789: Proved by James Bell and

Edward Turner and at the

same time Executors Bryan Winborne & John M. Bryan qualified.

(Northampton County, N. C., Clerk of Superior Court, Jackson,
North Carolina)

** Above will consists of 2-1/2 pages. In an effort to obtain the
missing pages, The Office advised above was the complete will.

The following from will of Benjamin Bryant, same date as above,

is taken from Margaret M. Hofmann's abstracts of Northampton County
Wills.

"To my 2 youngest children BENJAMIN & POLLY BRYAN 1 negro and residue
of negroes to be divided between them as they come of age or marry
my negroes to be worked together in the Neck to my wife 12 pounds

in gold or silver, 1 riding chair, harness etc. and support out of
my estate and wife to remain at my manor plantation for her life

to BENJAMIN and POLLY all my ready money to my wife SEALOW BRYAN

all the household (goods) furniture and negroes she brought on my
plantation.”

Celie "B" Bryant was one of the witnesses to JESSE ATHERTON'S
will dated January 19, 1787, and is probably the last wife of
Benjamin Brant. Celie-Celia is sometimes rendered as SELAH.
Her nee name is undetermined.

The wills of Benjamin Bryant's sons (2 of them) are in Margaret M.

Hofmann's abstracts of Northampton County.
THOMAS BRYANT - Dated November 22, 1793. Proved: March 1794.

BENJAMIN BRYAN - Dated January 26, 1796. Proved: December 1796.
His wife was SARAH, d/o Francis Parker, will dated December 6,
1798, Proved: June, 1799.
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ROBERT BRYANT, ESQ., s/o Thomas & gs/o James, Sr.
d. Between Decembet 6, 1760 - April, 1761

m. CHARITY
m. (2) DAVID HOLLEMAN
ISSUE: | :
P F o G0 P smﬂwz/
1. ELIZABETH BRYANT m. JAMES JAMES HOLLEMAN April 16, 1772, Charles
Jones bds.
2. MARY BRYANT m. SIMON SALTER
3. LEWIS BRYANT m. CELIA HOLLEMAN November 18, 1767. (See p.32)
4. SARAH BRYANT m. JOHN O'NEAL, YR.
5. ARPEY BRYANT m. RICHARD HOLLEMAN January 8, 1768

) bds.: David Holleman
6. CHARITY BRYANT

(RS

ROBERT BRYANT, ESQ. ~ Will - Johnston County, North Carolina
“Dated: —Décember 6, 1760
Proved: April, 1761
Wife: CHARITY - Use of manor plantation during natural 1life or
= widowhood, then to daughters:
ELIZABETH & MARY BRYANT divided equally.

Daughters: ELIZABETH - 1 negro, Harry.

RY - 1 negro, Pompey
Reserving use of negroes for wife during 1life or
widowhood.

Son: LEWIS - Plantation on NORTH side of BUFFALO I purchased
from JOHN BRASWELL, livestock,
Dau: SARAH BRYANT - Plantation on NORTH side of BUFFALO I
purchased from EDWARD POOR, livestock
Dau: ARPEY - Livestock, furniture.
Dau: CHARITY - Stock at .JOHN HALES
BROTHER: CHARLES BRYANT - Cattle at DICK HOWARD'S place.
Remaining estate to be sold & money divided equally between wife
and children.
Executors: WILLIAM HINTON
CHARLES BRYANT
CHARITY BRYAN )
Wit: BENJAMIN BRYANT o ol
FXALICE BRYANT -~ T nonits . mouvgpnbs W ‘
ELIZABETH PAGE
(Abstracts of Johnston County, N.- C. Wills,
Book I, By: Elizabeth E. Ross)

** She may have been wife of Benjamin.
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June 21, 1715: WILLIAM BRASWELL & MARY BRASSWELL to JAMES BRYANT
(All of Chowan Precinct, N, C.) for 30 b

600 acres - Part of 2 tracts

570 acres in ye lower tract &

30 acres in ye upper tract; both tracts being on ye
SOUTH side of YOUARA SWAMP, adjoining the first Great Branch below
ye said WILLIAM'S house & ye swamp.
Wit: JOSEPH ROWLSON, JOHN} MOLTON
September 10, 1715: Registédred

(Chowan County, N. C. Deed Book B #1, p. 135)

. December &4, 1754: JAMES BRYAN to ARTHUR BRYAN (both of Northampton.

3 County, N. C. ) for 40 L .

400 acres - On SOUTH side of URAHA SWAMP near mouth of said swamp,
adjoining a branch & JOEL NEWSOM, land the said BRYANT

purchased of WILLYIAM & MARY BRASSWELL & the REVEREND JOHN BOYD
bought of GEORGE DOWNING. .
Wit: JOHN DUKE
; WILLIAM LANCASTER
RICHARD YOUNG
(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 183)

August 27, 1755: ARTHUR BRYANT & ELIZABETH, his wife, to ROBERT PEELE,
carpenter (all of Northampton County) for 125 E

All my plantation whereon I lately lived with all the lands thereunto
belonging with 30 ACRES the REVEREND JOHN BOYD purchased of GEORGE
DOWNING, adjoining other lands of the said BRYANT & containing in the
whole 400 ACRES which the said BRYANT purchased of HIS FATHER, JAMES
BRYANT{7, & the said BRYANT purchased of WILLIAM BRASWELL & MARY his wife
JUNE 20, 1715 on the SOUTH side of URAHA SWAMP.
Wit: JOHN DUKE, WILLIAM RUFFIN, HANCE HOFLER
February 1756: Registered

(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 245)

Note: Other references re ARTHUR BRYANT not copied

September 25, 1751: JOSHUA DAUGHTREE, planter, to THOMAS KNOX,

ROBERT PEELE & JOSEPH HOLLOWELL (all of Northampton
County) Trustees for the BODY OF PEOPLE CALLED QUAKERS of Northampton
County - 2 shillings 6 pence - 1 acre:. on the SOUTH side of URAHA SWAMP,
adjoining the main road that leads from Roanoak River over the POTACASA
BRIDGE, being part of the land said DAUGHTREE purchased of THOMAS SEELEY.
February 8, 1731/2.
February 1752: Registered

(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 2, p. 52)
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January 2, 1824:

December 18, 1824:
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WILLIAM BRYAN, déceased, Division of the lands
by commissioners among the heirs, namely:

WILLIAM BRYAN
SUSANNAH BRYAN
ELTIZAANN MOORING
ARGENT BRYAN, and
NANCY BRYAN
(Deed Book 12, p. 476)

ROBERT BRYAN, deceased, Division of the lands
by commissioners among the lawful heirs, namely:

(Elizabeth Bryan SARAH BRYAN

mentioned, but WILLIAM BRYAN
no land awarded ZILPHA BRYAN

to her)

Reference:

HEPSEBETH (?) BRYAN

MILES RADFORD in right of his wife, MARGARET RADFORD,
BENNETT BRYAN

(Deed Book 12, p. 559)

KINFOLKS of WAYNE COUNTY, N. C. 1793-1832
By: Joseph W. Watson
by Josephn W. TERSL
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A
CAPT. THOMAS BRYANT, s/o James, Sr.p\ houf
d. By February 11, 1740
m. ALICE

_ ISSUE: (Any others undetermined)
1. BENJAMIN BRYANT

2. ROBERT BRYANT p. 27
3. CHARLES BRYANT
4. JAMES BRYANT p. 22
5. SAMUEL BRYANT p. 22
6. WILLIAM BRYANT  p. 34

7. THOMAS BRYANT, JR.p. 20

Capt. Thomas Bryant must have been a merchant, judging from

his land transactions; many of which are not included in this
booklet.

-19-
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THOMAS BRYANT, s/o James Bryant, Sr.

February 4, 1717: JAMES (x) & ELIZABETH (E) BRYANT power of
attorney to their son, THOMAS BRYANT, to appear

in Isle of Wight County Court to acknowledge deeds.
(Isle of Wight County, Va. Great Book, p. 153 & 154)

Chowan Precinet, N. C.
Genealogical Abstracts of Deed Books - 1696 to 1723

By: Margaret M. Hofmann
THOMAS B%YKN?EEYKNT - No references in the index

April 18, 1727: Whereas several differences controversies & quarrels
hath been entertained between CAPT. THOMAS BRYANT,
ALICE his wife & MR. JNO. POWERS concerning several negroes (Viz)
Tom, Buck, Betty, Nanny, Patty, Sarah and an infant boy her son
formerly in possession of sald POWERS in right of his late deceased
WIFE, SARAH, MOTHER OF THE SAID ALICE. Now for quieting & avoiding

all 7 urthér strife debates law suits claims controversies & demands

whatsoever ... CAPT, THOMAS BRYAN & ALICE my wife ... for .. four of
the said negroes .. quietly & peaceably made over to me by the said
JOHN POWERS ... by deed of sale. I do make over to JOHN POWERS

forever 3 of the negroes.
Wit: BENJAMIN HILL
SIMON JEFFREYS
WILLIAM WHITEHEAD
February Court 1727. Edw. Mashborne, D.C.C.
(Bertie County, N. C. Deed Book B, p. 366)

May 19, 1735: THOMAS BRYANT & ALICE his wife of Bertie Precinct
to JOHN PERRITT of Edgecombe Precinet - 10 &

434 acres - On the SOUTH side of MORATOCK (Roanoke) RIVER & the

WEST side of FISHING CREEK, joining a pocosin & the

creek, which said land was granted by patent to THOMAS BRYANT
April 8, 1730.

Wit: WILLIAM WILLIAMS
BENJAMIN RAWLINGS
Registered (not given)
(Edgecombe County, N. C. Deed Book 1, p. 115)

August 24, 1737: WILLIAM CAIN of Edgecombe Precinct to CAPT.
THOMAS BRYANT of Bertie Precinct - 10 B
640 a. ~ On the fork between FISHING CREEK & DEEP CREEK which land

was granted to WILLIAM CANE by patent February 28, 1726.
Wit: ANDREW TAYLOR

THOMAS BRYANT, JR.
Registered: (place not given)
© February Court 1737. T. Kearney, D.C.C.
(Edgecombe County, N. C. Deed Book 1, p. 225)

May 10, 1738: CAPT. THOMAS BRYANT of Bertie Precinct sold
above 640 a. to JOHN ONEALS of Edgecombe
Precinct. Wit: BRIDWELL BRIDGERS, WILLIAM DEES.
Registered: (place not given) May Ct. 1738.
Thomas Kearney,-D. C. C. (DB-1, p. 243)

- 28 B 82
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THOMAS BRYANT, s/o James Bryant, Sr.

February 11, 1740: The Last Will & Testament of THOMAS BRYANT

deceased was exhibited by BENJAMIN BRYANT,
executor & proved by the oath: of JOHN EDWARDS & the executor
qualified according to Law.

August 14, 1735: MR. THOMAS BRYANT appeared here at this day
I according to this Court's order at their

last sitting and gave the Court to understand that he had

in his custody & possession a molatto and 3 children together

with a negro girl 7 belonging to KEZIAH HOLDEBEE? and that

the security he formerly gave for the said childrens estate

is dead The Court hereon doth order that the said BRYANT do

give security in the sum of 1000 k for the said estate to be

delivered to the said KEZIAH? & her children? as soon as

they respettively arrive at age.

November, 1740: Upon complaint made to this court by
JEMIMA HOLDERBEE an orphan of THOMAS
HOLDERBY deceased that some years ago this Court appointed
CAPT. THOS. BRYANT her guardian & she now being of age to
choose her guardian she pray'd to choose JOHN EDWARDS be

& he is hereby appointed guardian to the said JEMIMA HOLDERBEE.

Security: 400 &

February, 1740: KASIAH HOLLIBEE an orphan of this court
formerly under the guardianship of
MR. THOMAS BRYANT praying leave to make choice of another

guardian which is granted. She made choice of MR. JOHN
DAWSON.

May, 1740-7: Ordered that MR. DAWSON guardian to KESIAH
HOLDABEE give security sum of 2000 E.

Ordered that upon ... ef his produce of Lrs.
Tuition issue-fex-the sd. DAWSON-the
MRS. ALSE BRYANT deliver up te the sd. orphans estate to the
sd. guardian. &? no? default that the (blank) MR.KINCHIN
& JNO. DAVISON approved of as securities.
E (words marked through)

May, 1742: Upon the prayer of BENJAMIN BRYANT executor of
THOMAS BRYANT that he may be allowed ye sum of 200 B

for ye expense and extraordinary trouble ... his father in his
lifetime: hath ... been at in maintaining & providing necessarys
for CASHIA HOLBEE an orphan. her negro wench and six children for
ye space of near 13 years &. It is considered by ye court and
ordered that he be allowed ye sum of 80 L province bills & that
JOHN DAWSON, gentleman be appointed guardian to ye said CASHIA
HOLLBEE do pay the said sum to ye said BENJAMIN BRYANT as afore-
said. :

(Bertie County, N. C. County Court Minutes; Book I,

1724 thru 1729 & Book II, 1740 thru 1743 : 1758 thru 1762.

Note: Minutes for 1744 thru 1757 are missing)
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THOMAS BRYANT, s/o James Bryant, Sr.

e

NORTH CAROLINA TAXPAYERS 1701-1786
By: Clarence E. Ratcliff

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY

Alice Bryant - 1742
"Charles Bryant - 1762
James Bryant - 1744

May 15, 1742: JAMES BRYANT, shoemaker, to SAMUEL PEETE, médicine
doctor (both of Northampton County) for 4 b
100 acres - On both sides of URAHA SWAMP, joining WILLIAM BENNETT,
WILLIAM WHITE (WHITEHEAD), LANE & the swamp. Part of

§7ggtent to THOMAS BRYANT deceased for 230 a. granted November 20,
Wit: (BENJAMIN RRYAN

WILLIAM BRYANT

ALICE BRYAN
Registered: August, 1742, J. Edwards, C. G,

(Northampton County, N. C. Deed Book 1, p. 30)

May 16, 1743: (ééBERI\EBXAN of TARR RIVER in Edgecombe County to
OBERT WEBB of FISHING CREEK in Edgecombe County
for a valuable consideration.
400 acres - the SOUTH side of TARR RIVER, joining my DECEASED
FATHER'S land, FRANCIS GRICE & THOMAS BRYANT.\;
Wit: RICHA URLOCK . A
WILLIAM (x) SPICER (REPEATED ON PAGE 29)
Registered: May, 1743. R. Forster, C. C.
(Edgecombe County, N. C. Deed Book 5, p. 145)

May 19, 1747: JAMES BRYAN of Edgecombe County to GEORGE REAVES
of Brunswick County, Virginia - 22 &
200 acres - On the SOUTH side of TAR RIVER, M
THOMAS BRYANT, a branch, WEBB & the river. As by
patent to said JAMES —ApEil 20, 1745.
Wit: JOSEPH JOHN ALSTON
THOMAS KEARNEY
Registered: May, 1747. R. Forster, C. C.
(Edgecombe County, N. C. Deed Book 3, p. 123)

February 7, 1750: SAMUEL BRYANT to ROBERT WEBB (both of Edgecombe
County) - 10 E
150 acres - On the SOUTH side of TAR RIVER.
Wit: WILLIAM DONALD
THOMAS BRYANT
Registered: February, 1758. J. Montfort, C. C.
(Edgecombe County, N. C. Deed Book 6, p. 253)

January 17, 1758: ROBERT WEBB & ELIZABETH, wife, to JAMES MOIR (MOORE)
(All of Edgecombe County) 30k
150 acres - On the SOUTH side of TAR RIVER, part of a patent to

CAPT. THOMAS BRYAN Febr 2%.,u2,6~/
Wit: GEORGE BK , PH PETTYPOOL, WILLIAM HAYWOOD.

Registered: February, 1758. J. Montfort, C. C. (DB-6, p.249)








