On his farm,

. BYFAYE BREWINGTON, News correspondent
#FALKVILLE—Back in the city it was carols and chaos,
with the stores about to close and just one shopping day left.

But out in the country, five miles west of Falkville, a
crowd of some 500-700 people were very quiet, listening and
watching as an expectant hush fell on the pastureland.

The people were gathered in the open field as the foot of
the mountain southwest of Falkville to witness a live nativi-
ty pageant on the sheep farm of LeRoy Simmons.

Shepherds were tending live sheep on the hillside, wise
men were following the star—the watchers tended to forget
all else as the story came alive under the clear, starlit skies.

It was a dream come true for Simmons, sheep farmer
and preacher.

“I have wanted to put on a live nativity pageant for
years,” Simmons said. “But, every year I'd be so busy I'd put
it off. This year I felt I must do it.”

AND SO HE did, with the help of several area churches,
a local choral group, and 300 of his sheep.

As word of Simmons’ undertaking spread, interest snow-
balled.

Volunteers with knowhow in lighting, sound and special
effects pitched in to help portray the script which Simmons
copied form the Old and New Testaments.

Characters could be seen and heard clearly from sets
constructed at various points in the pasture over a wide
area.

The people grgs‘se_d; ggaﬂjnst a.makeshift fence, their

live nativity

faces in rapt attention. Many elderly persons braved the
cold to attend. Children crawled under the fence for a ,better
look. :

WOOLLY lambs and a soft-gray donkey were part of the
manger scene.

The angelic choir warmed their feet by an open fire.

King Herod’s voice sounded like that of a country préach-
er.

The brilliant star actually did lead the wise men (by the
use of unseen wires and pulleys); and the angels’ vmces
seemed to come from everywhere at once, startling ‘the
shepherds and their flocks—much like the scene describéd in
in the Bible as to what happened on that night long ago.

The choirs sang the triumphant song; “Oh Holy Night, the
stars are brightly shining. . .” And as the people looked up
at the sky not every tear was from the cold. J Ll

Later, people press around Simmons to tell him what a
success the nativity scene was. They came from around
Falkville, and from Birmingam, Anniston and Moulton.p ae

Many said they hoped the “real” nativity scene wﬂlvbe
presented again, and it will.

SIMMONS’ NATIVITY scene will be presented, again
tonight —out in the pasture, under the stars, with real shep-
herds and real sheep, with triumphant Christmas music.

Simmons’ farm is five miles west of I-65 from the
Falkville exit.



| - W'tw% (( ﬁ}rw, _//A “ ﬁ«zfﬁ(/z/

o i oM TR )
|
A R VAN SO M SRRy AN Ak L s s o ool e 7 4 / 7.5% - e e
lec. 8, 1978 ' ¥ J

SHEEP FARMER PLANS LIVE NATIVITY PAGEANT

. . . LeRoy Simmons with part of his flock of 300 sheep

Preacher’s 300

sheep will star

in live Falkville Nativity scene

BY FAYE BREWINGTON, News correspondent

FALKVILLE—An authentic Nativity scene, with stars
overhead, mountains for a backdrop, and 300 live sheep—
this has been the dream of LeRoy Simmons for years.

And at 7 p.m. on Dec. 22 and 23, this dream will become
a reality for the Falkville sheep farmer and preacher.

For 11 years, Simmons has dreamed of putting on a live
Nativity pageant at his home place southwest of Falkville.
Thanks to the help of a number of churches in surrounding
communities, he will do it this year.

Simmons has been busy painstakingly writing the script
for his pageant from the Bible.

A hard-working and deeply religious man, Simmons said
he is putting on the pageant “to honor our Lord Jesus, to
commemorate His birth. I've had it in mind for years—I
suppose from working with sheep and studying their role in
the Bible. . . how they were used for the sacrifice and all.”

Simmons was determined to put on the Nativily pageant
- this year.

A t‘h ] %IKE lEt\lli}RY year tll:ings w0u’ll<‘lhbe S0 pu?hed-
up ays let it slide another year. This year, I just
felt I must do it,” hemlwe*“\ 4 4

Simmons began-by telephoning area pastors to invite
attendance and support from their respective churches. His

idea met with instant enthusiasm, and is snowballing :
Christmas nears. Construction of the sets has already begt
and the first practice has been set.

“LeRoy was on the phone for hours last night aft
working hard all day,” said Simmons’ 90-year-old moths
Mrs. Dillie (Jones) Simmons.

Mrs. Simmons and her bachelor son make their hor
together, living in the stately old two-story log house whi
has been occupied for more than 100 years by generations
the Jones family.

Simmons said the pageant will include realistic scenes
shepherds tending their flocks, the angelic choir, and t
adoration of the wise men. Music will be directed by Rt
Merritt, whose choral group is well-known in this ar¢
Professional sound equipment and lighting will add to t
enjoyment of the drama.

EVERYONE IS invited to the performances, at 7 p.
Dec. 22 and 23. No seats will be provided. However, Si
mons said that the site—an open field adjoining a pav

' farm-to-market road—is well sodded and easy-to get to.

The Simmons farm is about five miles west of I-65, ne

‘Falkville. Interested persons may get more information
. calling Simmons at 784-5934.
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Farm’s history goes back to 1854~

BY PHYLLIS CATES, Special to The News
Gen. Forrest and his Confederate troops rode through a
section of land in the Fairview Community of Winston Coun-
gon their way to the encounter at Battleground, during the
Civil War. There were sheep on the 640 acres of the Jones
ranch then, and there are sheep on it now.

R.A. Jones and his wife, Elizabeth, establlshedithe

farm in 1854 and it has remained i m the family.

LEROY SIMMONS, the great-grandson, is the current
owner of the farm. He and his mother Dillie, who is 89, live
in the original farm house, which is approximately 190 years
old. Simmons bricked the exterior of his home in his first
brick laying effort.

Simmons seems to be multi- talented He designed and
sawed the paneling for their living room in his own sawmill.
A magnificent black walnut grandfather clock is also a per-
sonally hand-crafted contribution to his home.

Around the 196 acres that now comprise the family farm
is a split rail fence that Leroy sawed and built by himself.
Inside this fence are about 250 head of Suffolk sheep quietly

grazing. Occasionally the bleat of a stray lamb is heard, but»
tranquility is the order of the day.

He shears his sheep early in the spring. This year the
sheep yielded about 750 pounds of wool. He is sending it to a
mill in Texas to be processed into cloth. He wants to have
the material made into clothing for himself. ‘‘Seven hundred
pounds of wool, when you get it made up into thread, makes
several socks,” said Leroy, his deep blue eyes twinkling
with a zest for life and laughter.

-t o‘»\

He already has a blanket and a sweater made from ‘his-
livestock’s wool. Leroy feels a closeness to his land and it
gives him a deep sense of price to use things produced on it.

CHRISTMAS is a favorite time of the year for the fami-
ly. Some of the local chruches, such as the West Hartsell
Baptist Church, have live Nativity scenes. The sheep are’
provided by Simmons.

The family cemetery is on a hill that overlooks the pas-

s. Leroy feels secure in the knowledge that the Twenty-
Third Psalm is his guide to the future.



August 10. 1977,

Hrs,
T
™ Hanceville, Alabama, 35077,

Dear Madams

I have yead with interest your article about the R.A. Jones Fam
and leRoy Simmons, in the August 2hd edition of the Birmingham News,

I have been doing some genealogical work on the family of Richard
Alford Jones, who at one time lived on Elackwater Cresk in Walker County, Alabama,
He wes in the 1850 Census of Valker Counity, snd in 1863 purchased lands in the
Concord neighborhood of Fayetle County, near some of his wife's relatives,

Since it is entirely likely that the R.A, Jones mentioned in
article nay be the sane party, I would like for you to fwrnish me the
address of Mr. Ldéloy Siwmons, and his telephene mumbery, if he has one, I will
greatly sppreciate any information you can pive me,

Youre very truly,

Colly Molliman (Retired).
8212 6th Avee 8.y
Birminghan, Alsbanz, 35206,

Addraessed stamped envelope onclogeds

LRage HeelP? 225 2d3
5/7,- Cla



2 Janmuary 16, 1977.

Mr. Robert S. Holliman,
607 West Davis St.,
lba, Alabama, 36323,

DFar Robert:

T have received all of the information requested on Uncle
Greene's family, except the data on Mzjor and Rasalou.

However, there is a little more data I needs I need to
kmow the name of the Cemetery where Uncle Greene and Aunt Carrie are
huried,

I need to know the mailing address oi': Major, Virgie, and
Altrey.

Hope that the data on Major =nd Rasalou will reagh here soun.
I have received data frompractica2lly all of the family, &nd am getting
the information orzanized and typede

| Two of Uncle Bill's boys, Will and Ormond have died during
1975 and 1976, T am trying to get more information on their brothers
and sisters, and it has been promised, Wt mot yet received,

| Will keep ydu posted on the fimel plans, VWhen I finish the
search on Shelby County records, and get the family data worked out, will
go over to Fayette to talk with Fvelyn Walker Robertson, wh@ has already
pi‘xblished a lot of historical data on Fayette Countye.

i

| Will aporeciate hearing from you,

Regards,

C.R. Holliman,



ef

it,

March 27’ 19770

» R.R, KHolliman,
s Pox 121,

Pro, Hollimanus

EETTe

T =2ppreciate very much the infoym-tign vou have supplied
ng the descendands of Crippled John Holliman, and thank you
your time and sttention to this, T was plaasad to find out that
are in charge at Caine's Ridga church, where I have attended a lot
mes, bub meny years =asp, My @randfather -md Orandmothsr, and
her are buried there,

T would like to pet you to sun-ly me a little more information
will, T need o know what the other J., in J.Jj. Holliman (Crippled
) stands for, T have a friend out in Magnolis, Arkansas, who has asked
this information, and T could not tell him,

T would also like to kmow the full name of the person that each
our children married,

Tf you will let me have this irformation, I will greatly appreciate
Hope to meet up with you sometime, My besi rerards.

Sincerely,

CeRe HOlliman.
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NAME BIRTHDAY DATE * MARRIAGE

Fred Holliman Findley oct 8, 1952 Jan 1, 1947
/‘ﬂ MA/? %/ /7
Mary Duren Findley - Daughter of Archie and Susie Duren

Children
Name BIRTHDAY DATE (®# MARRIAGE
Fred Holliman Findley Jr Oct 7, 1947 Sept 6, 1969

wife name
Kalliope Kathryne Findley Sept 25, 1950 daughser of
Mr and Mrs
Gus Andrew Manis

Jonathan David Findley Mar 27, 1950
Sandra Faye Findley Nov 6, 1955

Alisa Nannette Findley Oct 2, 1957
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December 5, 1976

Dear Uncle Robert,
Mother ceglled last Sunday night to ask ue to send

this information to you. I thnink it's a wonderful idea

that Cecil Holliman hes in compiling this. I think T
given you all the information ne needed; if not,

have
let me Imow.
Birthda
Rebecca Irene TFindley lMcAteer --— Sentember %8, 1940

William Jackson MchAteer——————e—e—— January 10, 1975

Anniversary ---September 26, 1959

Elmore HcAteer

Bill's Parents - Anng Lou
Clarence Carr McAteer

Birthday

Bill @nd Rebececa's Children:
~——~ August 7, 1963

Pnillip McAteer—————-

Villiam
David Patrick McAteer—-—-————————-- Februsry 16, 1967

e wish for you and your family a very Merry Christmas.

Love,

Rebecca
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