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"ila. Fayette County,
June 25, 1862.

Deer Friend: £ince you left we all have 6DjD¥ld tolerable
good health. I have continued to get better til I am now sbout
well. John is a little better since he came home, but he mends
very slow. I received your kind letter of the 15th inst. on the
18th of this wonth wi! gave me great satisfaction to hear from
you. w111, I am going to start to my Co end fegiment in 2 few
days. I dread it a little but I will have to go as I am now about
well. I was sorry tc heer of that confusion in y ur deg. 1 know
Just how you are trested by your officers, I have experienced all
Such as thet but never put under guard. I know it is bad to have
to stay from home and have nothing to eat scarcely. It is bad
enough wien we have plenty that is good. If I could I would
telegraph you a mess of beans every day as long as I stay here.
There u=s been no rain but little since you went off. The corn
15 necding it very badly. I am &t your house now.

Your brother John end I came over yesterdsy evening. Catherine
and Ann Nontgomery are here. We had & heap of fun yesterday
evening. I nave not seen much fun since I came home until
recently. I have been going =bout some snd I find some fun,

Willism, I would be glad to see you coming home. I would like to
see you befors I go to the army. I could tell you = hesp that I
did not feel like telling you when you was &t home. I was so
unwell. If you were 2t home you would get somothing to eat better
than beef and bread snd you could be with your wife and friends
and if you sre not well you could scon be well. There is 2 vast
difference bétween camp life and that of living at home, though
you have found that out bafore this time. You are wanting to
come worse now, L have no doubt worse tasn you will ome month
hence. I &m in hopes peace will be made tefore long and let us
all be st home and eat the fruits of our lavor. I think it is
very nerd for a man to work at home for sometning zood to eat
and then be compelled to leave =1l and go to a place to starve
almost. 1 received a letter from James the same day I recd.
that from you. rell Jemes I will write to him befare I leave.

T would pe zlod to see you and all my friends. You mist write

to me when { geotin the army. Be sure to write. Address me

in Co. D 17th Beg. of Ala. Jolunteers. I close by subscribing
myself, your sixcere friend,

d.

. Holiman.
Note by Eiddy:

Dear Husband. This leaves me end the children well & getving
along very well. we are about done work. Uur crop looks tolerHy
well considering the drough. I have nothaing of importance to
write. I would like to see you very well though circumstances
have placed at such a distence that I cannot see you but I hope
you will scon get back home. Tnere is a talk of peace up here
but I do not know how it will turn out. I will close. Jim and
John sre in & hurry tc go on to town. You must write often.
Yours truly,

Biddy E. Stewart".
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"North port, Ala. June 28, 1862.

Dear Biddy. I will write you & letter te let you know that
I am getting well. My fever is broken up. I havent had sny
Tever in & day or too & feel prety well tho I am very weak.
I cant set up very much. I have the mumps. They have nd
hurt me much. My jaws is swelled & sore sum but I dont mind
that much; thet old fever is what T dred. I tell you he
geve me sizzors but he hes cuit me & I sm not sorrow. I am
at lir. Stompses. I come her liednesdsy. The old men was not
at home. Iasked Mises S. if I cold stay. She said she hated
to turn off & soldier. She did not know me. I told her who
I wos & she replyed with teers in her eys. You cen stay 23
long as you pleas. I was glzd to hear that for I was very
sick. I went to bed, and heve baen her ever since. I talnk
I will be well in 5 week. Biddy, I zm st the best place you
ever saw. Tney are just as sood o mo 33 they csn be. Nidly
you coldnt do any mors for me if I was =t home, tho you dont
Know howbad I wanted to be there. I went to Sge you & the
children the worst I ever did, but I dont Xnow when I will
get to see you, but I hope sometime. I think T will get
back, but if I'dont lets try tc mest in Heaven. I hope we
Biddy thers hes boen one of them good

2 I hove you have

had a poodone up : t received your first jetter
thir morn I was very 1 love to here
from you often. Biddy, write by svery tody that comes.

1 hed a right 1ittle doctor to give me medison. His name
is Denseys I only sent for aim one Lime.

Sunday lorning June 29th

Biddy, T an still imoroving. I bave no genersl ness of
interést te tell you. <he heslth of the camp is bad. There
is 300 reported by ihe doctor sble Sor duty in thie Hegiment
and sbout nalf of them 1s not sble. faey repert a menm able
for duty by the time he cen welk. Jawes % Javez & Til

are well, T. lontgowery & F.lughey are very puny. Tell
Sarsh Ellis thst Billy is fat & sa Eiddy 1 was glad to
hesr that ths horses was doing well. I sorrow that the hogs
was doing so bad -- in the pasture. Eiddy, keep them in.
there, feed them betier and try tc kep tiem alive. Give them
somc ter end stier corm. Tell me all about the crop & ever
thing. I went to know 4ll about every field & hew it looks.
Jemes & Til went to see Tils or 10 miles below here
yesterday. I am looking for Jatez to sce me today. Some of
the boys comes every dagy. I tride to get to coume nome with
Doster & Hoore but cb‘imz. Doctor Fowell says if I had
sterred it would have laid me out. He Comes to see me every
day. I am clost to him. It is sbout 100yrds. T. Horn is
at Powells sick. I am going to see him today or tomorro:
He is betier. Baxter Zlack 15 nearly well. 5iddy, do the best
you can. I hope I will be with you again before long.

dont taink tils war cen last long. &iss iertha & Fanny for me
& when I come home I will kiss you.§cod by. ‘m. H. Stewart".
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"Saltillo, Miss.
July 19, 1862.

Miss R.U. Stewart,
Dear Friend:

This leaves me =and =11 the boys well and in fine
spirits. John, Dick and Charles are all vell and I think,
in better health than they were when we left home. My arm
is very sore where I was vaccinated. I have a little fever
csused by it, end it has not made me sick yet. Becca, I
have nothing of importance to write -- we drill a little
every day. We had & Genersl Review this morning. I wish you
could have seen us. There were several thousand on the field.
We have a great deal of pastime.  Hundreds of things meke
us quit thinking of home when we begin to study about home.
If you were here and hear the music that we have here, you
would be animated so ivu would want to stay. If I knew I
would have my health I would not want to be at home as bad as
I do. I would like to see you and all the folks of Old Fayettee

When I came I did not find the officers as tight as I
heard they were nor the fare as bad. The officers are very
easy on us. All the men that were punished were mien ones
but if a man will conduct himself in a proper manner he will
not be punished. All you hezr at home is not true. You
always hear it worse than it is. I have had tolerzble plenty
to eat since I came and good water to drink. I think this is
8 £ood place to stay. The Officers did not sey anything
about our not coming sooner. Everything was right.

Rebecca_you must all write. I would be very glad to
get a letter. I want to hear from you all. I will always
remember the morning I left. I wish peace was made but I am
afraid it will be a long time. Excuse my not writing any
more. I will write more the next time.

Yours respectfully,
J.F. Holliman".
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"Merion, Pery Co. ila.
July the 21, 1862.

Dear Wife. It is with pleasure that I can say to you that I
am well. ‘c have had a long hot march tao we stud it fine and
I have improved all the time since I left home. o left
Tusceloos. V‘s(‘ﬂy last & raached her this mornin
10 oclack. Todsy it wea very hard on some of the sick for it
The dust is about 1 inch deep from 10 miles
252 on to this plsca. dy it
18 in 01d Fayatte. It looks like starvscic
ant meke & padk to the ac
es2 & hosp
o much interested in our well fsre. iney sted hick on Uhe
walk & in their piagers vaving sheir nondkerci
propaired us a “ stening o some
Blady 3 g0t hor with twice
have 7 or 800 tie
a number of . We pad 52 wagons. 4e never
the way. Collins the man L told
He was able to we
t him 1b miles £
7 Ty now. T weited op him all
%old xe he did not thenk ne cold live. Tie most of the boyos

improved ss we cime on. I erec is mending., He is aetting
outh % John

I thought we

zair nink prover.
e aver, though
t well iftnoy will let him 5top her.
; whotaer they will or not. de wants to stey her
¥ tolk of toking him on. He is up part of his time.
ioony dled the doy Lot beck to amps & I hesrd

orn was dend. I dont knom whether he is or rot. Let
me know when srite.  iiddy, bw news is aers Liat the
Ysnkes hove burned Nashville & left ther & we have retsken
Murfecsburroa; 1 also hesr tae Hortae n Congress nas

broken up and refused to mest any more unt 1 they meet for

peace or til they 2an op some terms of peace. L hope tiat

will be done soon. I rucon wasn we 5et to Cratancoga, we

will make the yarg get away. Une of the speakers seyed that

he thougit if #he was plalced at tae head of such 2 colum as

this he could whip the hole North. #We have mot Gld Spruel

along but if =1l of the Captens was like Airklen we would

not leave him long. He went in to Kirklins Cemps the other

dey & Kirklin told him if he didntlesve he would cut his

demned head off & tooked his sword & the old Scamp laft in

q\n time. Kirklen will not be moved. 1 heard nim give
igitend & rite cursing the other dey. Eiddy, i hope this

\dll Tind you and the children well & doing well & tho connect-

ion weil. I hope you have had rain for I tell you it lo ks

like starvation down hers. I neger saw such sor'y crops in

my 1ife & they 5oy it is wors below her. 1 will close for the

boyes is running on witn their fun so I cant think of snything

Sowrite. ey &re in fine sprots. 1 hope you are doing well.
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Write socn & you better back rour 1 ttors o Hontgomer:
to the List Reg. ilz. Vol. in csre of Cap. Cgdon, Ca
we heve ome beck to. Eiady, Kig the ldren for me.
God bless you. Good by

Wma . Otewert

To BB Stewart.
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"Charlestown, Bradley Co. ‘enn.
Ho date.

To Fanny & Martha.

Uear Children. I know vou hsvent forgott'n Pap nor Pap hosat
forgotten you. _Pap is well & I hope when you get this you
Will be wells You must be good children & mind your maw.

Learn your letters and when Fap comes home he will gzet you a
new book & Scme other pretties. Fanny i know vouleve zot a
hespe of fine peaches & wattermelons. I wish I cold be at

home to help you eat them. If I was ot home we would go

dovn to the wattermellon pach & get a big melon. Famny I went
%o see your 1ittle colt. Ix expect it is neerly large enul to
ride. “hen I come nome we will katch up 3 & ride over to
Grzndpapas. Fanny you sust be good to little fis. Cant you

kiss little Sis for Pap. fanny Pap has §¥eRd’ 2 heape of pretty
things, such as Dolls, Little wagons with horses hitched to them
for children to pley vith. Pap wants to send you & Sissy one
but he coldent. Pap soes little girls & every doy & he aluays
thirks of Fanny & Martha when he sees them. Good By children.

Wm. M. Stewart.

Biddy 1 sen your letters without paying for them. I think

that is best if they dont go stey they are not to pay for &

I em scurce of money. I had my teeth worked on the other day.

I had 3 pluged & paid §3.00 for it. I think is worth worked on
if it stopped them. Fiddy, I her today that Yenkeys bei%
Forced in to the war are going to Canady and lecving the North.
They are crowding me. It is raining, so nothing move. I remainm —
your sffectionate husbon/ May God bless you Biddy.

Wm. M. Stewart.
Direct your letters to Charleston, Pradley Co. Tenn. Jomes
iughey send his wife her-- yur send it to hir rite of.
(Note: Above letter on a portion of on old map - on the reverse
side of the mep is the following).

Fiddy: _Looke to your interest in matters thet is keeping
stock. I dont know how much corn you sre meking. I suprose
Jour erop is short. I lerned from the letiers Jemes & Hilly got
{hat you handent had any rain. _If you cant sell nome of the
horses you better sell cottle. You cen sedl them for beef &
you enn?cepe 211 of the stock. If I was at home I cold fix
Some plin to any of the stock from dylng on my hends and
you must try. I know you are a good hand to manage. T just
mene this that vou mite think of it. I told you I wented io
keep the steers if you could winter them. But I dont expect
you con.  Let them got fat bofore you sell them. The crops
1s very sorry every whe e I have been, til here. They are good
here.  In Ha and Georgia they sre all burmed up. Diddy, it
seems that Frovidens has frowned upon us this crop & 1 tell you
I think it is en account of the wicked ways of our men for T

do think our camps is just sbout the wickedest of the camps.
You can scursley hesr a word from Old soldiers without an oath
even to Brag give Tolbert a cursing at Chattanooga for bringing
his men there without orders & undrilled & unarmed, but I
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dont know as that was rong for he had no business to do it.
They say Brag cursed him. I did not hear him. Piddy, I cant
sec for my life how we cen fight long. I think this wer will
close soon for I cant ‘or my life see how wedoan support our
country much Longer. If God intends thet we shall be

victories it will be so. If not it will be to the reverse

& why not let it terminate. I think it will soon. I hope so
at least for I cen imegine the delitefulneys of & home & a
loveing wife & little children, but longing would fail to
express from me or eny other men. Oh. How happy I would be

if I cold be restored to them once more in peas & never here the
cry of going to war no more. I beleuve I wanted to be as Happy
2 men as_any. I hope I will reslize some day. Cod grant that
I may. Biddy, the prisner I spoke of this morning stood his
trisl & csim clear. They conchuded he was not rite. He
talked foblish & Tolbert clesrd him. I have just heerd scme
gcod News. Jackson has had a fight in Virginia & whipped the
ankeys, token 300 prisners, 20 commissioned officers, 1
genera) & our men have whiped the blockafds or run them off

2t Mobile, snd there is Uropesn vessels at Mobile the paper
says that they think they will be sble to keep them open.

I hope this conflict will terminate before winter for we are
in & cold part of the world % We will suffer when winter comes,
If we have to stey out, & I am tired of the camps =nd I dont let
on. T enjoy myself as'well as I can & that 1is bad enuf but

I dont say anything.
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"Charleston, Bradley County, Tenn.
Sunday, Aug. 17, 1862.

Dear Biddy: I sgzain seate myself with pleasure to write to

ou that you may know hiw I am getting along. I am well and
hope when this comes to hand it will find you and ‘he children
wedl. I recd. 2 letters from you yesterday, 1 by meil end
the other by hand ,Ogdon & his squad zot_here yesterday. That
was the first letter I have recd since I left home & you dont
know how glad I was to hear from you. I had 2lmost got out

of hart of getting 2 letter. I just wrote you a letter the
other day, but I was so glad to get a letter I will write agsdn.
The boyes are generally well that you are acquainted with.
James & Jabez, Till & Billy are well. J. Holiman is about.
Elcarry Runwater is Sick. I am afraid he ¥s taking the feaver.
T, Hontgomery is about. Biddy I am as fat as a hog. I weigh
160 pounds. I wrote to you the other day to give you 211 the
hews necessary. We have got arms. We got 50 funs to the Compuny
each and amunition and they are of the best quality. They are
endfiel rifels. They will shoot pne thousan yards. I tell you
if we get hitched in rite we vuy}ﬁg the Yankeys they have
vaked up the ron boyes and I think we will be apt to meet
them before long. it is thought that there will be & heavy
battle fought some where not far from here shortly. If it
comes on we will be apt do be in it. We can sure go from here
to any point where the Yankeys is in the state. General Brag
is the commander 5ll over this county, and his headquarter is
at Chattanooga. The Yanks has to leave the state or fight one
and I expect they will fight. I believe the boyes had as soon
try their new funs as not snd I think thet they would do good
shooting for they ore fine guns. They are English guns rite
from London. Biddy, you wanted to know my motion about the
war, hod long I thought it would last, well I will tell you

I cint see how it cen lest lohge. I think it will close in &
months, or sooner. I will -ive you some of my reasons. fHe
have boen successful in every fizht this season. They are
skirmishing stedy somewhere znd we zlways get the best of it.
There has been come heavy skirmished sbout the Cumberland Grp
a few days ago =nd we drove them back. dJackson hns been giving
then £its in Virginia. They sre deserting every dey. There
was a regiment cam to Chatanooga last Thursday under a white
flag & gave up snd said thet they were tired of the war.

They said that there was & brigade across the river that would
come in if they knew. They wanted to go howe. These are
Tenneseeing that sre coming over every dey & the blocaids are
open at Hobile & the papers say 3 of the Horthern states have
refused to firnish eny more trupes & they are leaving the North
% going to Canady to keep from being forsed into the servis,
Under all of these considerations I have concluded that the
war will end shortly. Well, Biddy, 0.W. Tolbeft is sick.

He has got the chills & feaver. He was out ofhis senses the
other day, but he never had much sense, and a very little feaver
will put him out of his head. I am sorry for any boye that is
sick, but I think #b is well enuf for him, o be sick for he
has no feeling for a sick man. I think when he gets well he
will be better to the sick. He has the séck drug = about

and czuses lots of them to dje. He had J. Yarber & T. Caraway
and F. Berg drug slong and they all died, when if he had let
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them stay at Selma, they mite have got well & he had Z. Grahem
ond H. Finch don the same way. They was very bad waen we left
Chattancogs and we have hot herd from them since. Biddy,

you wanted to_know whst sort of uniform we got. Ve navent got
any yet, and I dont recon we will. I mavent anything said
about it lately. I smasm oppose it on very occasizn. I rote
to you what I wanted you to make me % for you dont get
that letter, I will tell you again. I wanya par of good
strong shoes, a coat, 2 pair pants, 1 pair yarn drawers,

a rood shirt, a vest, 2 pair socks. Ausust 18th.

Eiddy you said you hafe sold the mule. I think yoo did rite,
for you cold not feed it now since your crop was Short ...
bur you_had no chance, you had to weit for... to come to buy
it.... I think you did very well to se2l it when you 4id. I
would have dome the same tiing. Piddy, I sent my conteen
home by Harkins... (letter very faded, & impossible to read).
+e+ but I have a consolation yet, I czn go to the mesting
here and ..[Balance of letter dim).

Hme Mo Stewart———
To Biddy E. Stewart".
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"Bridgeport, Jacksoh County, Ala.
Saturday, Aug. 23rd, 1862

Dear Biddy. I agein take the opportunity of writing you a
fiew lines to let you know how I am getting along. I am not
well but I am about. I have taken a very bad cold. I took

some medison, last nizght and it makes me feel bad. I think

when it gets don opperating I will be all rixte. I did not

get it from the doctor for he dont give any medison. He is

an old scamp any how. I bought my medson. Biddy we have got
back in Gld Ala & we have got in site of the Yankees. Ye came
to this place yesterday from Chatteznough. We left Charleston
Wednesdey & ceme down to Chattanougha & was ordered to this
place. We cam hear the Yankee Drums & see the smoke of their
camps. 150 of our Qeg. is out on picket now. They started

out sbout midnight. brother Jemes is with them. I was not
well or I would have gone. Soge of them has come in this
morningafter provisions. They say they can see thescouts on

the other side of the river, théck, tho they are leaving here
fast & making up the river. Some think they 2re trying to get
auay & some think they are gokmg toward Chattencogs,  Gur o

is across the river & going down to meet them. If they dont
leave they will be shore to be a fight shortly. One of the
TYankee pickets shot at one of our men this morning but mist him.
Our orders is not to shoot unless they come half across the
river. If they dé & will not surrender then fire. I am afraid
that breke orders when I go out & I will go next time if I am
well. We run our cars up on ome side of the river, and they run
up on the other side. e bridce is burned & neither party
can cross. Biddy you said the folks ran to see a fiene
Clvelersh:hnt passt the church. If they cold see the men that
was at Chattanooga they would run the hold country was in a

work with ifantry, cavelery & artilery. They have been crossing
the river for 3 or 4 days in a stxeam boat & a horse boate and
they are not dun yet. Corinth Artilery & cayelery are

here at Chattanooga crossing. We left 3 of ourlé companies

8 Charleston, Kirkling & Lundgeins & Ingelands, that is the
best place we have been yet. Biddy, Z. Grahem is ded. He

died at Chattanooga on the 18th. ¥e have som men at Chsrleston
sick. S Halidy (?) is there. He is all the one that you know.
Wnitley & Henry is both shure sick. Whitley will be at home
before long. ~The Commissioned offiers drawed money the other
day. The privates have not drawed 2ny yet and I dont know

when we will & we are getiing scurs.Nearly all of the boyes

are out. I have $5.00. Yet can have plenty yet. Biddy I

feel a heap better this evening. I have enjoyed the best
health since I left home, that I have in a long time till now

& I think I will be all rige in a fiew day: I am heavery

than I ever was. I was weigh 171 pounds at Charleston. I am
very fleshy. The rest of your acquaintenance is tolerably

well. James, Jabez, Billy, Tillman & J. Holimen is doing very
well. John H 2ot a letter from his brother Jim the other
day. He is at Mobile. He was well. He said Brother John was
well when he saw him. He had not seem him in several days.

He was about 2 miles from him. Tell Sarah ®1lis, Billy is as
fat as a bever. Biddy I hope when you get this you and the
children will be well & doing well. Biddy, kis the children

for me. I must close. The boys is going to_the office. I want
you to write & tell all my folks to write. I recon you had better
direct your letters to Chattanooga. We move so much we may (over)
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we may not stay her long. The office here is called Long
Island. I have not got any letter since I rote to you.
So nothing more. I remain your affectionate husband.
May God Bless you.
Wm. M. Stewart".

" (He was a brother of Rebecca Utley Stewart, who married
z James Franklin Hollimen).
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"Mchin County, Tennessee.
Friday, September 5, 1862.

Dear Biddy. I again seate myself to write you a fiew lines
as it will not cost :nything to let you kmow how I am. I am
well and have been in 200d heelth ever since I 1sft home,
with the oxception of & flew dasys about 2 weeks ago. 1 am now
@s fat as a seal and I am very thenkful for it, for the boyes
have nearly all been sick ond_a heap of them have died..
supose Tuly 100 of the Reg. I hope when this comes to hand
it will £ind you 2nd the children well. I received your letter
of the 25th this morning and was very zlad to hear from you
a1l & thas you wes 311 well end meking eauf of corn to do you.
Biddy, I must brag én you a little. You are 2 good fermer
shorley for I did not thaink any body cculd make corn enuf to
1live on without any rain, and you said you had give the
squirrels @ fight, --that iz gcod. Now if any rogue comes to
your corn crib, do hizm just like Mou dor thaf squirrel that
found on that stalk of corn, and they will take the hirt.
SET 1 started you = letter last Mondsy. I told you that I
brougit some sick beys up here. I rut 2 of them im the
hospital. I went to see tnem todey. They are getting well,
I succeeded in getting & privet house for Brother Jimes ond
Tobey (or Jabez!. James is well. He went with me to towm
todsy. Tobey is puney yet but better. His fever hes left
him, buthis bowsls iS not rite. They have been beothering him
some but I think he will be well soon. He cen knoek mbout.
I think we will be zble to %o to our Co. by Sunday. We are
2 miles from Chorleston at Hr. Porters, one of the best
families in Tenm. They are so good to us and we have good
things to eats. We have bacon end bezns and milk snd butter
and chicken and pies and we have peaches znd applés =nd potatoes
and that is enuf to cure eny sick man, and if that wont, we
have 2 of the nicest kind of young ladies to look at 21l the
time s=nd that will help. Ve would like to stay here til
peace is made. Dont you know I would. I have been helping
the old men pull some fodder and we beate some sider ever now
and then and thet is good.  Eiddy, we have some of the best
war news todey I have heard laitely. Gem.Rirby Smith has
plaid smash with the Yankeys in Kentucky. He hes coptured
the hole army at kichmon end is geing on to Lexington. He
is within & flew miles of thet place and has no opposition.
Jackson and Stewart has whiped them at Manassas and we hear
today that they have slashed at Alexandre and thzt old McClelon
and Biegel 1s both killed. L hope this fe true. God Bless our
Army. It is through Him thet the victory is geined. If we
would look toHim and do our duty we would be able to proclaim
liberty and peace shortly. It is certeinly one of the brightest
days of the war on our side. Gen. brag is moving dowm the
river on Bewel. I think they will have a fight Shortly.
There was a 1ittle fighting last Sunday at Bridgeport or at
Steveson rsther, at the junction of the hashville and Huntsville
Railrode. Our men whiped them =nd are in possession df that
place. 500 of cur Regt. was in that fight. Nome of them was
hurt. They faucht 2t long tay #s soon &s our men 2dvansed on
them they ran. I thirk the State of Tenn will be cleared soon
and we will be in Kentucky and perhaps Ohio before winter,
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Biddy we havent drawed any money yet or the privates hasent.
The of lcers has «nd I think they are acting the scamp, some
of the big officers. I tol n the other day that if I had
controle of a Co ard they wes mot paid shortly I would stamp

& fiew 50 dollar bills out of the Lusrtermaster for he has got
the money they say. I think he is spekulating on it &nd mmy
pem that wili do thet will do snytiing. Vearly 21l of the boyes
Zre out of money. _ I have lend out 4 or 5 dollars and mow I
2@ nearly out and I want memey for I demt like to work for Old
Jef ond bored myself for notiing. Ve got out of something to
ezt end we hod to pay 75 cents for 1 peck of meal, We dont
dnew full rashions snd I think it is our commisery fault.

Tnere is plenty up here in the army stores. 1 am satisfied
he is an old scamp for other soldiers say they get plenty.
Our zssistant Comisary told me that it wis the sary fault.

The assistent Comisary is here with the 3 Companys that is
here end he Soys it 18 no trouble to get plenty here. I will
close. I want to cee you and the children very tad amd a1l
of the connetions and Iriends, but I dont know when I will
hove the pleasure of seeing you. 1 hope I will before a grate
while. would 1ike to be there to go to meeting with you.
S notuing nore at present, omiy,

Remainingyour :ffectionate husband

. Stewart
To Biddy k. Stewart.
Kiss Famny end Farthy for me. God Eless you.
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"Talors Store, Jackson Co. Ala.
Sept. 14, 1862.

Dear Birldx. I seate myself to answer your kind letter of
the 30th Aug. which I recd. Sept.llth & was very glad to heare
from you all & that you all was well and had made emuf corn

to do you & to lern that you have had such a good meeting.
Edddy, I wish I had been there to have shaired with you all
but it is so I cent. I am very much gratified to know that
you ere all doing well. I wish I cold see you and here you
talk sbout the meeting & other things but I am a good wals
from home znd this is the only wai I can talk and let us cespe
this up. It is engf to say that God is always present at home
and abroad and He will bless us one place as another, if we
will callon Him in good earnest. Biddy, I have had the best
of health cince I left home til for about & week now. I have
been sick and am not much better yet. I am not able to say
what is the matter. I thought I was taking the Jaundice but
they have not shode themselves. I have concluded that it is
not the Jaundice. I am not very sick. I can knock sbout the
camp. I hope I will not be down but get well soon. The rest
of the boyes from that settlement is tolerbly well. Jares
and Jabez & Billy & John Holimen & T. Montgomery & J. Hughey
are all up & we cant get quinine. I have some other medison
EBiddy, Thope you will be able to keep all of your stock, that
is, all that you aimed to keep, & have corn to do you.

L. Yearbey says you have got 2 good crop, but you cant have

a good crop it has been so dry, but I hope you can make enuf
to do you. Biddy, be sure to feed saving from the start, that
is the hold geme, know how to deal it out. Biddy I want you
to be shure to Sow about 2 or 3 bushels of wheet. You c:n get
seed from E.A. South. I wrote to Asberry about wheet. I don
know where you had best sow it. Just exercise your own
Judgement about that. Biddy, I cont say how long we will stay
here nor where we will go when we leave here. You know as
much sbout that as I do., but I will write to you as soon as
we move. I want you to write often. I have written a lotter
every week since I left home. I have received 4 or 5 from
you. I write Becca,or I want to write to all of my folks, but
when I go to write I fcel just as I ought to write to you ard
I am shure_to put your name firsts I went you all to write
tome . I hope this will find you and the children well &
the relatives & friends menerglly. I will send Fanny & Martha
some Yankey money. I remsin your loving husband.

Um. M. Stewart to Biddy E. Stewart.

(Note: Becca above mentioned was Rebecca Utley Stewart, his
sister, uho later married James Franklin HollSman).
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"Clinton, /nderson Co. Tenn.
October 2nd, 1862.

Dear Biddy: I will write you a letter to let you know how
I am getting alonz. I am tolerbly we}l this morning % I hope
when this comes to hand it will find4%nd the children well
& the connections generazlly well. have been sick but I am
fsu’.ﬂnﬁ stout. Billy is very sick. We 1aft him at Knoxville.
havent heard from him cince I left. Last Monday he was very
sick. I think he has the feavers but I hope he will get well
shortly & come on to the Co. He told me if any letter ceme for
him to read them & answer them for him. He said he was in hopes
that he would get well before long. He had been bad sick 2
days when we left there. There was 5 of our Co left. fe said
he would get some body to write for him if he did not get so he
cold write in & fiew days. I recd yours of the 15th Sept. the
day I got here which was the 30th. I was viry glad to here from
ou 211. That you was well & doing well. Tell Marthe I recd.
er letter. I am going to mail it to Billy by the tomorrow mAdl
I rromised to write to Harths this will Le sufficient for you and
her both. Tell Martha that I wriie as near what I thinkx sbout
Billy as I can. I think he will get well if they will take care
of him and they say they wait on the sick shere very sood. I xx
winted to stay with him but they would not let me. They make
everyone 7o that cold walk & several thzt coldnt walk. John
South had to be hauled, He is sick yet but a little better.
th? 1s sick he has something like the flux & is rite sick.
A. Bery is very sick with the flux. Erother James % Til is well.
J. Holiman. F. Hughey & T. Montgomery is well. Well 211 of
the boyes is well that you are scousinted wdth except those that
I have said was sick. Well Bidly, we have got a long march to
make & I dred it. We have ot to march across the Fogntains in
to Kentucky. I supose the officers says about 200 miles.
We dont know what point but rerhaps to Dolingreen. It is 35
miles across the mountsins % the bush whackers is thick, but we
willhave out scouts all along and if they do it, then we will
whack some to. We are 16 miles from Xnoxville. ‘e got here
on the 30 Sept. 2nd w1l stay until the balance of the Brigade
comes up which will be 4 or 5 days yet. Perhaps as socn as they
come up we will march. Our Regt. is the 1lst in the Brigade
% we 3411 go before in the march & if there is any fighting
to do we wgll get to do it. I dont know how many men ther: is
in the “rigade. I supose 6 or 8000. We have 2 batterys of
non and & good many caverley so I think we will be apt to
hold our hand. We marchej out here in about & day & & half
and you bétter think there was some sore boys when we ot herc.
lie had to toat our knapsacks & guns accouteryments wiich make
a prety good load. Tuey genmeraly weich 30 or 40 1bs & when we
leave here we nave to tost 6 days rashions & that will be pret;
heavy. e will have a load. I had not walked sny for 3 weel
vhen we started, only & little sbout the c:mp, and you dont know
how sore it made me. I have mot got over it yet but I am mending
I think I will be stout by the time we start. I give up my gun
to Lum HcGraw. fHe had not drawn any gun & I was not able to
cary it & if they dont give me an other one before we start I
will not have such a load as_the rest, but my knapsack is &s much
as 1 want to cary. FPiddy, I dont supose we will have any chehce
to get any clothing from héme. We will have to buy & they are
very high but we will draw meney again shortly they say & I recom
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I will have money enuf to get plenty of clothing but I rather
sxax have from home. I rather ware clothes that you make &
they dont cost so much neither. Biddy you said the Hogs was
getting in your corn. OGather as soon as it will do & put it
up in the shuck for it will go further. The vermen capt
destroy 1t as bad & 1 any tning do bother 1t, smack Them wit
ball breded shot is what I would do.  You have some folk in
the settlement that would not care if their stock was to
destroy a1l that you had, if you would suffer it. You have
g0t a zood gun and I say use it if it is Nesary & if they dont
Iike it just let them burn it or keep their stock at home,
for you have got a good fense. Biddy, J. Holimsn got a letter
from Jim the other day. He was well & he seid Brother dJohn
has got well. He says all of the Fayette boyes was well but
L. Lucas. He was sick but better than he had been. 5iddy,

I get with some boyes that used to live in our settlement.
Ben Hughey, Bob Abernathy and Dick Forter is clong in our
Brigade. Ben is just like he use to be. He has been in the
servis 15 months.” He was in the Shilo fight. fe came out
safe. Got one shot in his shin but it never hurt him. Biddy,
we here good news, some of them csll it, but I dont. They say
Lincoln has asked for 90 days to fix up a treaty of peace,
but I think it is to get his new troops ready for the field,
and for the water to rise. You know he has been playing thit
geme all the time and I think we ought to push on while we
have got them checked and try to get them backed on their

own soil before winter and keep them there.Bnis way of talking
sbout and waiting for them to prepair & come ower on us just
s they please will never end this war % if it isnt inded
shortly we will be forced to quit on account of provisions.
We cant possibly fight much longer but I still hope we will
be able to convince them in time to make ac rop next year.

I will close. Write Often. I will write every week. It will
be uncertain about getting letters, buk if we dont write we
will be certzin not to get them. I hope I will get home
after while. I remain your affectionate husban. God By.

W¥m. M, Stewart

to Biddy E. Stewsrt
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"Gomp nesr Knoxville, Tenn.
Thursday. Oct. 23 1862.

Dear Biddy. I seate myself to write you & few lines to let

you know how I am getting zlong. I am well & hope that when this
reaghes you it will find gou and the children well and also the
connections & friends. Biddy it looks 1ike I ought to have a
heap of news to write but I =m 2 sorry hand to write news & I
havent much war news and that is the most interesting news. It
is true that I have seen much of the country but that is not
interesting in such times 2s this.

I will tell vou something about our march. We
started to Kentucky & marched 16 miles to Clinton. There we
staid several days as I stated in my last letter to you.

We left that place on the 1ith of October, I believe, and
started to Kentucky by wey of the Cumberland Oap. After a

long and tiresome march we reached the Gap or ceme in sight of
it & received orders to return to Knoxville by way of Taswell
which we did accordingly. We went up there through Powell's
Valley. “he cause of our return to 1le was in consequence
of Brags leaving Rentucky. They was in the Gap when we _turned
back. ihe cause of Brags leaving Kentueky is unknown. Scme
think he is whiped but I cant think so for he has got a

100,000 men, and you know he is not afraid to stay anywhers
with that many men, for they cound not be whiped. There is
something on hand that we will not understand til it brakes.
Some think the Yankees are coming to Chatanooga & that we will
g0 there to & some say we will zo to Nashville & I heard just
now that we was ordered to Tupelo, Miss. but I put no confidence
in it. I would like to go to Tupelo on account of being
close to home.

Biddy, I did not finish telling you about our trip
to the Gap. Ve had a Hard time of it, It rained on us 2 days
after we left Clinton. It was about €0 or 70 miles frém
Knoxville to the Gap. We merched 12 to 18 miles & day end
carried our knapsacks and guns and you know we were tired

at night after such as that, but we all stood it very well.

Ve got back here day beforc yesterday.

We are 2 miles from town on the Tazwell road.

e are guarding the road, taking up all stragglers. There

is more stregrlers along the road then you ever sew. They are
leaving the army and stroy about & I suprose they are going
home or trying to get off home. I tell vou the old regiments
is getting very tired of the wer. I sometimes think that if
there is not something great done shortly thet the men will
quit and go home and if times get much harder I fear this will
be the result. Biddy, if peace is not made in 6 months we will
be in 2 bad fix for every where I have been the citizens is
out of something to eate, some moving =11 alony the road the
wey we went to the Gap. We got mearly all the corn. e took
it from widows and them beging and crying, but we had to have
corn to feed on. I say we, it was the Officers. I would
not do 8o, but their men is'in the Yanky servis but I cant
help being sor-y for wimmen. I tell you where the army goes
they dont leave much of onything for they heve so little to
eate the people know they had as well sell them what they have
2s to let them take it & they put 2 prices on it. (Next Page).
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Potatoes 1s §5.00 per bushel, pork is 30 cents per 1b. Corn

is $1.50 per bushel and none to spair at that. Biddy this wer
cant last lon- . It is impossible, I think and I am afraid it
will end to our sorrow. Dont understand me that I am afraid of
being whiped by fair fighting, but I fear that we will get out
of provisions.” You know that we cznt live on the air & I fear
that the soldiers will use all the pro¥isions & the women and
children will have to starve. I received your letter of the
3rd of Oct. while on the march the day we turned back. Cept.
Nash brought it. He said he saw your papa & traveled with him
to Yobile. I was very glad to hear from you. I had concluded
that I would not hear Irom you any more soon as we were going
waere there was mo mail rout but we have got back where we can
get letters. I suppose Harkins is in Knoxville. Some of the
boyes has been to town and saw him. They say he has got me a
letter & some other things. e have sent for nim. He will be
here directly & then I will get to hear from youpgain. The boyes
are generally well. John Scuth came to see us today. ie has
been in the Lospital here. He is nearly well he says he has
been treated the best kind. He has mended a heap. He says he
sew Bill day before yesterdsy % he was mendihg. He could set
up long enough to write a letter. I am going to try to see him
tomorrow. I. South says Billy will be sure to get a furlow as
8oon us he gets able to travie. James & Toby & Til., J.F.
Holiman, T. Hontgorery & d. hugha; are well & the Ellis boys are
well. A1l that vou sre acqusinted with are well except thos
that has been sick sometime & they are better, but Mr. Forter.
He 1s very low with fever. e is at the hospital.

Qctober 24th.

Biddy, I will finish my lettver. E. Harkins got in & I have
got my clothing & the letters. I was very glad to hesr from
Jou & to get tae clothin: you sent me. Ihey are just the sort
wanted. You could not have suited me any better. They just
£it & they are very pretty & zood. IThe boys all went them.
I could sell the coat for $25.C0 but I would not take $30.00.
The shoes is rather sm<il but i think I csn ware them. If I
cant I can get twice what they cost. I do not know what
Harkins will charze me but not amuch. All he brougit cost about
$3.00. I would not take ¥50.00 for the clothes you sent me.
They are so good in cold weather. Biddy, if 1 could just be
at home to weare them & enjoy your company. Of, how happy we
would be. You said the children were a little sick. I Hope
they are well by mow. If any of you get sick you must not
wait too lon: before you get something done. You must send
for somebody to give them medicine.. Biddy, you dont know
how bad I want to see you & tne caiidren. 1 hope I will get
home after while & find you all right & then we will be happy.
Biddy I have given you my views about this war. I may never see
you aesin for I expect tiere will be some hard figating done but
honestly believe thnat we will be wound up in 6 months if we
dont get some terms of peace. L think if we can get sny terms
of peace worth a cent we had better take it. I know it is
generally s2id by men at home that they hed rether die than for
the Yonkeys to rule. Well, they dont consider it right. They
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dont consider that they have got & family that will be left to
suffer the consequences. If the Yankeys rules 1 had rather
live. I hed ratner know what becones o” my family tham to
leave them to shift for themselves. I think I can be of some
advantege tocybu & a man that will try the service awhile will
be in the seme notion. The men that mekes them grate orations
is the men that is at home. Yot if you hear any body say such
as that any more, tell them to go & fight & not blow S0 much
but they would not do much good for they would run the first
Yadey they saw. I hope there will be some treaty of peace
entered into bofore long, if not, you mark what I tell you,
1t is a gone coon skin, in my opinion.

Biddy I cant tell you how bad I want to see you & Fanny & Martha
& Ned and all of my friends. You can imagine from you own
desires. I hope the time is not far distsnt shat we will meete
again. I Hope I will get through safe tnd return home & find
‘you 211 doing well. I will close Write often and tell the
rest to write. KXiss Fanny & Martha for me. Give my love to
incuiring friends and receive for yourself. So nothing more,
only your loving husband.

williem M.

tewart, -
To Biddie

Stewart".
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Date & Address not shown.
Following leter was written in ink on lined paper cvidently
cut from a part of a page.

5)Biddy, I cant tell you where we will go. I think we will stay
in Tenn, perhaps at Hurphysborough. 1 think our forces is all
coming out of Kentucky the caus I csnt tell. They certainly
cant be whiped for I believe there is men enpf here to whip
50,000 Yankeys. I believe the Llst Heg. can whip 2 of the
best lankey legs. that can be started, if we have a fair chance.
Biddy, 1 saw more rocks & mountains on our Merch than I ever
saw before & we waided 2 rivers, 1 was a small one and the
other was about 150 yrds wide, but shzller. I dont taink it
nurt eny of us. I had a very sore throat yesterdey, but I put
on my yorn shirt & vest & new coat and it is better this morning.
Biddy, I think I will stand it very wekl if the Yankeys dont
hurt me & I hope they wont. I hope I will get home & I trust
in Cod & he is able to shield me and you know he says they shud
trust in Him & He will not forsake. biddy, we heve got &
Lieutenant Goll. at last. Major Stansel is our Lieut Col.
one of the best men in the Reg. I do love him. He is all of
the Reg. Officer that I like much. He is all write Biddy.
I gold tell you a heape if I cold sge you and I hope I will
before long. There is some things I never will forget as long
as I 1ive. Some officers take suthority because they cen, but
they have never hurt me by it, but they make me med some times
& I cont help it. Biddy, the orders has come for us to_go to
Murphyesborough. I suppose we wil start to morrow but I dont
know. Murphysboroush is 30 miles from Nashviile & I expect there
will be some hard fighting therebut I hope we will comm out
rite. Biddy, I think you zre moving ver well from shat you
write. Continue to do the best you can. I hope I will be
with you again. I want to see the children very bad. You must
take zood eare of them. I wsnt to see Ned to you. Dont say
anythihg sbout him. Tell him he must be 2 good boy & work &
Ty to meke plenty to eate. 5iddy, Ol¢ Tolbard has sppointed
gim Bell orderly Sergeant in Billy's place. He says any body
that cant keepe up with the Regt, cont hold office & tae boys
is made about it, ¥ou know how Jimys, he 1s a little big
hesded and they 211 liked Billy for Serg. I think Tolberd
is one of the most unreaschsble men I ever saw. He had a gard
to go behind the Reg. when we was marching, to bring up all that
ot benind. His orders wos to bring up all that cold mot walk
if they was too sick to walk, just lay them out on the side
of the road & let them dy. Biddy, I sent you $20 by E.Harkins
& you mever wrote whither you got it or not. I must close.
Write soon. Direct your letters to Chattanooga. I will write
again shortly. Cive my love to z11 my connection & friends.
Kiss the children % receive for yourself. I remain your
loving husband. ¥m. M. Stewart, to Piddy E.Swmart.
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"Murfeesborrow, Rutherford Co. Temne
Cetober 30, 1862. Thursday.

Bidey E. Stewart.

Dear Biady. I will write you a fiew lines this morming to
1et you know where I em & how I am getting along. I am

well & doing o3 well as common 21 hope whem this comes to
hend ic will find you & he children well & able & also the
conmections & friends 211 well. We left Kaoxville last Sundey
& reached here yssterday evening. We are camped close to town

‘but_how stay here, I cant sey, but I suposs wa
will me shville shortly. The men are all ordered
to whs] s todey. I am out of tnat t-ouble teday.
I ho irty clothes oo I will write todsy.

Novembor 1, 1862.
Biddy T will finish my letter today. Ve had to move the day
T cormenced writing & I have been buisy over since. I was
sent out on Picket yesterday & have just zot in. 1 said we
move, we didy not move far. We ncved abouthslf 2 mile. Biddy
B s o Fitone time ob picket yesterday & last nigat that 1
There was 7 of us sent out on the
nd sard & the good taings that vest to eate
T must tell you * mow well I lived. Sweete potstoes st 100
Cer bushel, butter et 25 cents rer Lb. Fies at 5 cts & peace.
ﬁxke; =t 75 cts., Cnickens at 25 cfs. 1 bourht 1/3 bu.
potatoes, 2 b ., 9 ples & ve

y cnsaper then eny
Yet the cit e very proud
5 ined cut of
e soldiers. The Ladye stoped s
yestercay wiers I was on pest. One of
cold pess without 8 pass port. I vcld her sh d T
2id net fear the ladys patriotism in the Souti for I believed
wore tue mwen. Lt tickled ner very
e_said c:1king bug sae rather
c the iaebel s z 55 any people

» sav. Ay, wnen I was in Bast Teon L cold ot
we wes Tighting for withe it was r the walnuts
jwmons for that is nesrly 11

oxcept recks &
mounteins, but since I hs got in middle Tenn, see a

greate chiinge. "he Councry is rieh, che crops is good &

The people cleaver % kind. Biddy, it locks iike living here
corn is plenty, bacon is plenty, and they are bringing it in
ecnstent at 22 cts per lb. Everytiing is plenty here to oate.
Biddy I cant toll vou hiow long we willstay here. They are
Jeaving for Nasaville every day & vhey are stiil coming in

from Knoxville. There is a battle expected at Kashville every
day & when 1t comes I expect it will be = bad one & we may be
in it. Our men is strone from hove to Nashville & tae Yankeys
have that plzce well Fortifisd. I hsard ome of initfield's
men say he was in @ skirmisa close to Nashville che cther day.
They took 36 priseners, killed € snd lost nary men. ‘The Cityzer
says theot when Gemepal Forrest teken this place h weeks ago
$here was LOOC yankeys here & he hed only 950 & e killed 2 or
300, teken 2000 prisiners & icst very fiew. You just ought
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Lo see their fortifications from Bridre Pert to this place

2bout 80 miles & it is fortified e1l the wey. I know they

are cowerds by thet & then left without fighting much.  Biddy,
old Talbird has gone home. He left us ot Knoxrille % if T can
keep seelng I would bo glad if I wouhd never see him sgain.

You better ‘think the men is =11 gled he is gome Biddy. I went
- o see Billy % he was gone home. I was sorry that I did not get
to see him but was glad thet he zot to go home. If I was him
I would stay til scring & 1 hope we will 211 gat ioms by thon:
Biddy, we hod & cold timo coming from Knoxville to Gusttanooga.
It snowed 211 sncw mas 3 or 4 inches deep
but it is very oks 1ike rain. Biddy, there
is seyeral of ing. Lrother James & ¥i1. &

J. Holiman & T. Fontgomery is all compisining but not dewn.

They are tle better this morning. They sl heve the bowel
disess. Holiman has been rite sick for seversl days but

ne is better. Well, Eiddy, that Brack is as fat @8 & nog.

b, #olidey % J. Scot was 3ént baek Iro ‘nd to vastta-
nooga. lclliday was very sick i £as the newmonie.
cot steped in 2 ditch by :is vhy,

Hoore in desd, he = cest ol the
tr well, I forgot % Coraway was left

2t Enoxvill I think so little of I herdly ever think
abeut thaw. we hive pot o 1 wdarly. Ha crapes
everyone that line wher ¢ ses. He 1s a sort

of 2 vou imm T oW Foe b n the hospital

at inoxvil 1 < diy, T must close.
I neve to maction dir 71 zot letters
woday. t Commend. ¥o are in a

Senterey Frisede. ¥, ! wnt t see you L the children very

bacd. You kncw that & I hope 1 will see you somstine, Direct
your letters to Purfressborrow, fenn. Give my love to all the
relations & frionds & recaive for yourself. I remein yoor
&ffectionnte husben.

Tell Billy to write me/
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_this—wiil-start. I hope I will get home sxometime % then we
will enjoy ourselves zround our own fireside. 3iddy, I have
enjoyed very gocd health ever since I left home except sbout
one month. wes very unwell. I om now very fiesha. I
weigh 176 pounds. The rest of the boys is @11 well as common.
James nas been sick, but he is well.

Biddy, I sometimes think this war will have to end shortly for
the want of provisions, but the way they are spining them out
they mey lost o long time yet. We drew 2 1bs of bread stuff to do
us 3 deys, the last time we drew, and stuff it was to. It was
wheat, oates, rye & I dont know what else, all ground up together
and not bolted. We have b een getting flower without bolting
for sometime and not more then half enuf st that. Now let those
that are fighters come out and tuke that aud fight on it for a
while at $11. 2 month and then the goney die on their hands and
build up the specolators =nd see how they like it. Our Songress
is always going to do poveriul things for the soldiers & every
1iEk sirk the soldiers snd raise the extortioner & speculator.

T have lost c1) confidence & I would not give a fig for a hope
Wwithout faith & any msn that nas faith in our success, or im

our leaders, they have a bigger hemtt then I have, or a different

eye.

PBiddy, you said Brother Syrinzfield was ing to preach & sing at
Mt. Lebanon on the hta Sunday & that is_tomorrow. GC, if 1 could
be st home to o to meeting with you. I love te hesr him presch.
I have not heard But 2 sermons since I lsft home. I fope to

1ive to see this thing end & get home to enjoy my fanily and
firesid Biddy, it iooks like I cant get amything home from
here. I send letters by every one that goes & you dont get them.
I sent Famny a book by Bobo & he lost it. T sent a lotter by
Pamp Bobls and you said nothing about it. I sent a letter and
Martha 2 pr of Shoes by Bell, and you said noﬂ\ing of it. I

sent a lester and Fanny another book by Ogdin. hope vou

Vi1l zet that. Bobo lost the boox I seat by him. Biddy you
spoke of somany things Iu%pping in the way that you seldom

found a heart to pray. ou must not fret at little things.

I will dose. Excuss bed writing for I am very nervous teday.
I remain yours

¥, M Stewart,

To BES.
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"Murfreesborough, Tenn,
Wednesday Nov. 19, 1862.

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy. I seate myself to write you a fiew lines to let
you know how 1 am getting along. I am well today & hope when
this comes to hand it will find you and the children well and
also the cormections & friends.. I reed your letter of the
27th Oct. last Sunday & was very glad to heer from you all that
you 211 was well & getting along as well as you are. I havent
anything of much interest to write to you. We sre yet at
Murfreesborough but I cant say how long we will stay here.

We was ordered about a week ago to keep 2 days rashions cooked
on hand; that we might start at a moments warning. I dont know
which way we will go when we leave. Some think we will go to
meete the Yankeys but I am rather of the opinion that we will
fall back toward the River for the Yankeys is advancing on us
and we have a large army 35 miles South of here & I think if
we was going to meste them that we would have more men here

& they are moving the Comisaryes from here as fast as they can.
I think as soon as_they get all of the provisions away & the
Yankeys crowd us that we will fall back to a suitable place

% e a stands I dont know how many men we have here but

ave wore than 10,000 here amd you know

%o make & muen of @ fivht tho we may be

here. 1 think there will
15 countsy befors long if the Yankeys

s say they are in 15 miles of

T dont suppo
that is not emuf

Reinforcad & mocve forward or sta
2 flght scueuh
st

re in
1 come on. Our pic!
is place.

Biddy I wrote you thai the time of the fight at
Nashville, that Morgan plaid smart & so he did but it was on
®ale just =g usual. The Yankeys has reenforced
Biddy, 1 expect you
you was nere would cold write 1lots of news so I colde
more ness sere than I cold write in a week if I wax
geinz to guis writing war news for I dont want
heT 15 1ot sow & tae way for a man to_keep

y r news but I just
for the truth.
It tekes 2 or 3 days
than L have to write
iy « 1 et tired of one
genscally well that
z. J. Holiman,
T. rav is sick. He
tx DBiddy is well &
is very anxious to
I would mever get
st_since
e 13 cne behind the
3 i the Poetry in
ct Poet if you
fou said not
2s 50 zood I had to show
1 shant try to beate it

long time & h
£ to Lhink

tas
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. recollect

| eyes is very painful
+

| you about a lité.

"urfreesborro, Temn.
Fov. 26, 1862.

Martha A. Stewart.

¥ies Yary F.

daughters as I am writing to 5o mony I will
nd_write you & fiew words to keep you from
forgetting Pep. I am well ond hiope when you get this vou
will be well. ~ Your Maw seid in her letter that you had
the sore eyes. I was very sorry to hesr that for the sere
vut”hope they are well by now, Pap
nts to seenis little girls very bed & I ¥now you want to
sec Pap .1 never see 2 little zirl without thinking of
Mary ard Martha. I go into town, and there I see a grest
mony little zirls =nd boyes snd & think of you. I sometimes
nd then I think of my bsbes. I will tell
pet we nad in cur camp. ¥hat do you
Tecon it wes. L will tell you, it was & little squirrsl.
“e cut down a tree snd trimed up for wood, ard I used it for
& seat &ll day, = John Heliman found r little
soudrrel in i got it out and kept it some days in s
box and plald with it, and ©
gave it to & little boy, S0 it is in good hands. I want to
See_your Littis colt you mus it Yeep it et so it
5 I enew you are smert
i sove pesches for pap.

My dear little

buy some oppies,

Haw sal

2 er we will met vou emd
Marthe some new ahees. Zuis much I know, if you =re to see
g, you would run toward mim end open the gste —

3 ¥ary I ezvect you are larme enu’ to help
mist be a swert girl, I Jove you ené take

s cooks -
care of You sre Fops Firl and ¥adtne i3 Pops
beby. . viss artha for Pap & kise 1ittle Sally

s3 Ruby cy and Aunt Fuss biby & litrle Fllen.

nd
‘o notiing more. tood by.

T will eloes. Be zood gir

¥m. ¥. Stewart

To Fanny & Marthe Stewert®,

Joun took it up to_town and

> them til fome & we w11 est them.
Goobers » comms.  Yary do you learm-
speil Fop vill set you
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miurfreesboro, Tenns
Simoxy, December 13, 1864,
Saturday,

Desr Biddy. T will write you o fierlines. I om not well, but
am yet able for duty. I heve & very bad cold and headache toda
Ve have just returned from the field. We have been out on
review this morning.

We had O1d Jeff Davis to look at us todsy, togethsr with Brag,
Polk, Breckenridge, Buckmer and various other of fi I
supose that Joserh E. Johnston is going to toke command here -
in Brags place.  DPiddy, there is a mony _a soldier here and
1 we have to Tight here, it will be a_pewsrful battle. I

dont know whot brought Davis héreq It is suposed that he
ceme to see the officers and counsel with them atout the
proposition that Lincoln has made. They say that lincoln hes
prorosed to zive up the Gulf States a Jet the others take a
Yote to go Morth or Scuth just as they plesse. I dont know
whither Lincoln has done this or not. That is the news here.
If $t hes ond the South dont take it I will slways think thet
they ought to. I think that is fair & I think that it is almost
too feir for it %o be mo. I hope it is so. If it is I think
Davis will certcinly take it.

We have a very blustery day. It is very cold up here and our
boyes need their clothes very bad. Finion hasent gott here yet
and we are looking for him every dey. 1 am needinz some shoes
Sory bad. I cent weer my_new shoes that you sent me. I am
werring my old ones yet. I aim © with some of the boys
when theirs comes if I can & ) I dont know what I 4

i1l do. [ Ghaty mD, e e G

Piddy, Old Talberd is back here againi I was {n hopes that he
would never got back again, snd he is just s hateful as he
ever was. Barian has quit and gone home and we heve Old Spruel
ond o 1itsle Kentucky flunky for doctors.

Biddy, we have made enother large drew. We got the great sum
S'8]1."7 montns wages & chew is cbout §70. due us. I believe
that they just allow to pay us enuf to buy what little things
wer obliged to have and our families may shift. I cant see
Thet e sthe resson they couddnt pey us 211 as well as what they
did. T know that they have th= money. I could send 15 or 20
dollers home 17 I knew you needed it, but you can get what you “
need from your Pap.

You had better buy a bushel or two of salt,il it costs $25.

= bushsl,if you can get it. e hove to do wlthout silt ebout
heif the time & I know the bad of it. e have to eat our

beef without salt sometimes. I offered 2 men a §1 for a pint
of salt the other day & he would not take it. 5iddy, I will
close. I want to see you the worst I ever did. I hope that
$tariil not be long until I will get to come home & see you all.
I nope that God will preserve our lives % help us to meet again.
So no more. I remain your loving husben. Good by.

Wm. M. Stewart, to Biddy E.Stewart.

T will send you a ring.





image33.jpeg
“The State of Ala. Walker County Hay the 12, 1863.

Dear Friend. I seate myself this morning to answer

your Find leter. I have nothing of importins to Rite

to you only I am well at this time, only my leg is not
well yet. It runs som yeat. I cant walk no beter

than I cold when I saw you last. I was Sory to hear

thet you hed so bad luck 2t Boinz home. You rote that
that mam thet cust so in Selma got kill. I am glad that
you never zot kill. 1 had the best luck at coming back
you ever sew. You rote me that your leg was not strit
yet. 1 hop that it will get well en that we will see

bne another yet in this world. I found all my pepul

well en very gisd to Ses tne site of me ons more in

this world the bad luck that I was ded, they had giv

me up to be ded. 1 esn inform you tnat ther is ths

best looking whete in county that I ever sew in my life

if there an§ no comploint get in the wneete taer will

be emens crop of wheate mede in this county. #illiam

I cent rite to vou when I =m 2 going back. 1 ant a going
to get bexkmx back untill I get beter and 1 dont went

you to go back too soon. #ilijam, I must drew your attension
to some of my sperence that I have had sens I seen you.

1 (had) the rispes (f) time that you ever saw in your

life I just wish that you cold of seen my pirty girl a
talking to me. I try to beg of from them but I cant do it.
I tell them that I am & crivel an I cant walk good. They
say that two can tote me if I will just go end stay with them.
So rite scon if you plesse snd rite a litel biger leter
and rite if you have herd anytiing from Sam.

== = J.d. Mooney, To ¥m. M. Stewart
Tite Soon
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"Pickins County, Ala.
July 15, 1863.

Dear Nefu. I recd yours of the 6th inst. and was very glad
to her from you & the rest of the connections and that you
was all well. I can inform you that myself & family is all
well at this time. I have no good news to write to you.
Trouble apon trouble my sun William is did. He dide at
Vicksburg on the 20th of April.From the best account I can get
that is 3 of my suns is ded in this grate contest & 2 suminlaws,
so my trouble is exceeding grate. ‘Thar has been on my..s in
this @ «... tear. The time will come when all these rongs
will be set Rite. Tnose big men will also have to zive an
acount of those rongs that have come in & I do not cee ‘how
soom. It lookes that those that is... see no satisfaction.

Cropes is good her, both whete % corn. Up to this
time we have had rane a plenty. I have no other to rite at
this time. Rite to me soon & tell me all the nuse of that
country, So mothing more at present, only yor friend until
deth. =

Isiah Stewart to Willism M. Stewart
co.

if you gite any more messe from your Brother James, or John
or beorge Wemae or any of the boys tel me in yor mext leter.

(Note: Original letter written in ink on ruled payer, and
is clear, except that ink faded through the paper where
writtes-on both sides, hence somewhat difficult to read in
places) .
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"Dalton, Georgia,
hugust 7, 1863.

Wm. M. Stewart.

Dear Brother. I received yours of the 20th ult a few
deys since and was glad to hear from you. I am getting
slong very well ai prosent improving Soms . I hope to
be able to go to my Company scon. I am not sble for duty

__yet &nd I think I had best not go until I get well for
thet is o bad place for a puny person. W¥ill you said you
wanted me to try to get out from this place. It is a bad
hospital to get away from unless I report for.... as I am
not well for I had better try ...(balancs of pags blurred)
I received 2 letters frop Jim Holiman onyesterday. He was
well. He says thoy were all getting along tolerably well,
get as much to eat as usual, but I dont know how much is
usual, so litile enuf I expedt. lie said he rectl letter
Srom fritiar Jokia Shtas the Johver Sy Jokn aiid be 66
sbout well and was g -... last veek but had not come
yet. Jim said he was looking for him every day. I have
not heard from our Reg. since Jas. write to Puss. I would _
1tke very much to hear from the Co. There was o company of
new volunteers mustered here late yesterdsy. They are
drafting herewhere they dont volunteer sni I suppose.
I should like to know who was drafted in Fagette. You said
the draft would come GIT the 25th of July and it g0 to comp
111 you get .. some trouble if you stay away Cor you...
know how hard it is to get home. I would like very much to
be at home und see my folks and friends but circumstances

* forbid though I tnink in time will come come. Let Puss see
this letter . Give my respects to sll the kin and friends.
so I remsin. = e

J.F. Stewart®.

Note; Above letter was written in pencil on ruled paper,
and the writing is now very indistinct. Due to fading and
spots, some words were so feded as to prevent reading.
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The following is a note evidently an after thought and
attached to one of the letters mentioned herein.

"St.(Evidently Sergeant) Turnmer has come in. I have heard
from James. lle says James is very bad off, not able to get
up & expressed a fear that he would never be able to get
about agein, but Ihope he will get better shortly & get to
come home. = He says he has good fair. I think if he gets
able to be up & goes beofore an examining bosrd, they will
certainly retire him. I will give you his address s he has
a bad chence to write. You may not get a letier from him.
Birect to hin at Howerd Gwove Hospital Ward "C". Gaacies
Division, Richmond, Va." (On reverse side)

Tell Fuss I will send Jomes letters to him, that came in
mine. I will dose. I hope to hear from you again soon.
You must do the best you con &I will do the same. Give

oy Iove to all relatives & inquiring friends. I hope God
will bless us all & help us to meet again, that we may
enjoy his blessings together, and when we sre done with this
world, that we may meet in Heaven where there will be no
more parting. So I remein yours as ever. Farewell.

V. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E.Stewart.
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"Camp near Chattanooga.
Uctober 3, 1863.

Rebecea.

Tnis leaves us all well. I am enjoying very good health.
We_have had no more fighting since we came to (Fat:anmga,buu
2 little picket fignting. We ere close to the enemey. 1 just
ceme off picket guard this morning and I saw several yankees
at 2 distance nearly close emcugh to be shot at. I do not
think we will fight here in some time if we do at =1l. ¥e are
fortifying and so are the enemy and that is 2 good sign of no
fighting soon.

I have not heard from John Stewart in a week or more. He
said he was mending some he thought the last time I heard from
him. I cen see Brother John almost eny dey I went to. I have
seen him several times since the fight. He is well and doing
well. I have nct seen Tilmon South since the fight, though he
was not hurt. He is on detail as a nurse in the hospital.

Some of our wounded have returned from the hospital. Alfred
Smith and Bluford Foster and H. Anderson have got back. They
were slightly wounded only. =

I wrote a letter home to Sally the other day 2nd told her
what John requested me to write for him. I would be glad if
somcone would come after him though I do not know where to
tell you to find him. He will be at some permanent hospital
in Georgia., Dalton, Atlanta or some hospital on the railroad.
I suppose you will get & letter from him soon after he gets to
a good hospitel. I would be glad to see our wounded but I
cannot get off to go. I have to stay with the Compeny.

I do not know what moverent will be made next. The two
armies are at a standstill. The Yenkees are meking stron
fortifications and so sre ve. I would not be surprised if we
remain here for a month. I have not time to write a long
letter. I only wish to let you all know that we are alive yet
and doing well. ¥e gét plenty to eat and have good water to
drink. Faper is very scarce and high. I csn hardly get
paper to write om.

Give my respects to all friende.
Yours respectfully,
J.F. Holiman.

October the 4th, 1863.
Just_after I had closed my letter yesterday evening it being
nearly dark, the doctor rode up from the hospital where John i
He left the hospital at 4 oclock. He says John is doing
well and will be sent to the hospital in Atlenta Ga mext
It would be & zood thing for him to be at home. I think he would
soon get well. I saw bFother John this morninz. He was looking
for William. John says he is lonesome since Tilmon is gone.
A1l is quiet today up here. I would be very glad to see you all
today b ut I have no idea when I will coms. I will write again t
home in & day or two. I ever remsin. Yourtrue friend.
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“Tyner Station, Tenn.
ctober 22, 1863.

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy:I again seate myself to write you a fiew lines.

I am tolerbly well & I hope this may reach you & find you

all well. We reached this place lest night or the Brigade
did. I got here this morning. I cold mot ceape up & when

I tired down I camped and came up this morning. We only
mooved 6 miles but it was raining & we started just_before
night & the roads is the worst you ever saw & when I got
tired I struck camp. What I expect to do after tais, for

I cannot march with stout men. I do not know what they will
do with me. I have not done any duty yet for I am not ablie
and I am going to try to get a transfer but I dont know how
I will come out, My officers say they think I can get a
transfer but I cant get them to do anything toward it. I have
never been exemined ydt. I am just broozing along here. I
£0t to the Co. last Sundey by running away from the Camp

of Direction, Tilmon & J.L. Hughey came to the cemp and I
went to the Commsnder of the post & he would not let me go

& I just simley walked to my ticks & dun them up and put out.
I knew if I cold get to the Co. it would be all rite. I hope
I will get a transfer if so I will come home to get a horse.
Lieut Bell thinks the chance is very good & he wants me to have
it, but I never know what to think for I thought William Miles
would be discharged, but he is here yet. He has sent up

2 discharge & the General would not approve it & so I do not
know what they will do for him, or me. It is hard to tell
there is one thing I am going to do the best I can for
number 1 & I am afraid that will be bad enuf. Biddy, I
recon you want to know what we have to eate. We get corn
meal & beef enuf to live on. There is nothing in this part to
buy. What we draw is all we get. I went to see J.F.loliman
last Monday, He was well. The Dodson boyes has all diserted
but Nute. He got a furlow. I recon the boyes says they
dont think Nute ever heard any gun fired in the battle. They
say. he left them 2 days before they fired a gun. J.F.Holimen
gof a letter from Brother John a fiew days before I saw him.
John said he was doing very well he thoughe he would be able
to go home shortly. I think some boyes ought to come after
him.: Cousin Joseph Ham (or Horn) is ded. My Co lost 2

men killed on the field & 2 others has died from their wounds
since Graham & Collins was killed on the fikld, & Billy Box
& H. Roberts has died from their wounds. I got the clothes
to the Co. all rite. If James had his-how I would be better
satisfied. I am keeping his until I see whether I can send
them or not. I recd. a letter from James the night I got to
Cemp. He was at Lagring@ His health was not improving any.
I was so sorrow that I did not stop but I dont think any body
would under the same circomstances. It would have cost me
several dollars & from what I was told I had bas little idea
he was there. — Lf I had knowed he was there I would have
stoped if it had cost me §50.00, but so it is & it cant be
helped. I supose some one will come after brother John

and they can bring him some then. Tilmon is waring the yarn
shirt & Jerusha can fernish one for James & if Puss_gets a
chance to send him clothing you must write to me & I czn gell
the ones I have of his
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I cen get a good price for them. Every place I passed
soldiers they would beg me to sell them some clothes. They
offered me $5.00 for socks. OCTOBER 23rd. Biddy, it is
raining this morning. It is the wettest time you ever saw.
has not been but 1 or 2 days dry since I got up here.
Gur Co. is on picket today, all btut a fiew left to cook
rashions & we have nothing to cock yet. FPiddy we havent got
2 tent in our Co. We have 2 flyes to our Co. & L1 men. Ve
have to take the rain & do the best we can. Ve stretch our
blankets to screen our selves the bést we can. I dont think
there will be much fighting here soon. The rosds is so bad
that sn army cant travel much at the present & both parties is
so well fixed up that I have no idea that they will fight here.
Biddy I am very anxious to get a letter from you. There is
some things that I want to here from. I want you to write
every week & I will write as often as I think necdssary.
Tell me &11 the news when you writ Tell Jerusha, Tilmon is
well. J.5. Hnghcyl J.T. Holiman, S Melraw & Bll].{ Blackborn
are also well. e Co is in pood health. I recon I have
written enuf, Give my respects to all the relatives &
inouiring fiiends & receive for yourself. Kiss Fanny &
Martha for me. Yours Affectionately

Wm. M. Stewart

to Biddy E.Stewart.





image40.jpeg
"Tyners Station, Tenn.
Hovember 1, 1863.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Deer Biddy, as you have forgotten me so scon I will write you

& fiew words in order to bring you in rememberance of me again.

B1ddy why did yon not write by your Fap, I want to have all

the news % your Fap, cold not tell all I wanted to hear. fe

cold only tell me how you all were. I was very sory to lern

your eyes was so sore. I hope you are well by now. He cold

not tell me how many losds of corn you maid, nor how you was

gettinz along seving wheat « 1 wanted to hear 211 about the

stock & he knew but 1ittle sbout it. Biddy try to put your S |

Potatoss up so they will keep fer they will pay you for your

troutle, and when they pet sweat make a lerze pudding & eate

it & think of me. Fiddy, Jerusha said you was telking of

Zoinz to Tuscaloosa wien you killed your beef. I rather you

would send if you can for you will find it & hord tesk. T

hait for you to leave home so long. Biddy, I havent heard a

word From yov orly what your Pap told me, that ie, I heve not
ot nny lebter. I have heen looking for @ letter some time.
“have sent you 2 bofore this. JTour Pap did not know whether

gou bad written or not. Biddy, write often. I will send some
ovder snd caps by your Fep. 1/3 of it is yours & the bzlsnce

is Huldies. Jim and I is serding together, there is 160 or 70

Gaps & obout 1 1b of powder & 1 want you to use thenm if it is

necessary. Eiddy I saw J.7. Holiman % he thinks it will be

alrizht soon, you know wiet I mesn, frere is soume dout with

me, but he said the chence ie good. I h=ve not don sny duty
t. 1 cant get & transfer. 1 csn get & detail to a shoesnop.
dont know wnither I will do it or not. I recon it will be

the best for me. I dent know herdly vhst to do. 1 am going

to try to do the best 1 can for myself, There is = heape of

vays to choske a dog without using butter. I will close. Do the

best you can & 1 will do the seme. I remsin yours as ever.

Wm. M. Stewart,
To Biddy E. Stewart.
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"Camp, 58th Alabama Regiment,
Noveber 3, 1863. =5
LTy T
Rebecca: Ge e

I received your kind letter of October 6th today was
a week ago and our resiment was in the act of moving and I
beinz unwell did not answer you as soon as I might if my
condition had been better. e moved about a mile to the
left on the same line and are tolerably well situated and I
have got well again. The last time I wrote home I thought I
would have to go to the hospital for a few days. But the
Doctor gave me some medicine and it had the desired effect and
I was soon able for duty again.

Charlie never got here until the first day of this
month. He saw Mr. Middleton and Jerusha over at er's Gz
Station and brought me two letters. I receiwed five letters
that day and have not time to answer them all owing to so much
writing I have to do and have alreadydons. I have besn
very busy mskig a muster roll, pay rolls for_ the last day,
or two, and I have one to make yet, and then I will have some
more leisure hours to write letters. This is the first letter
I have written in over a week, except one little one I wrote
to William yesterday evening. I wanted to see Mr. Middleton
wery bad and would love to have seen Jerusha come if we had any
accomodation about us, but she would have fared badly here in
our company.

We have all drawn money here. If Mr, Middleton had
come I would have sent some home. All is quiet here now.
Sometimes you can hear a cannon fire. The picket lines are
two or three hundred yards apart and our men nor the enemy do
not fire at each other. But our big guns from the surmit
of Look Out Mountain fire on them occasionally. I heard the:
fire twice last night and yesterday they fired some. I do
not think there will be a t here. I believe it will be
on the right or left flank our lin think it will take
two or three big fights up here in Tennessee to wind it up.

I believe we will have some idea when peace will be made by
thi:kbiln next year. I Hope it will be sooner but I do not
think so.

We are getting tolerably plenty to eat here such as it
is. appetite has never failed since I lef: home. Charlie
is looking very healthy. He steid st Newbern a long tims.

He brought me Some chestnuts and chinkeypins which were very
ood. Tell Sally that I will write to her in a few days.

hope this may reach you and find you all well and doing wells
You must write again. If dohn is at home, tell him to write.
I want to hear how he is getting slong.

Yours Respectfully,
J.F. Hollimen".
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"Missionary Ridge, Tennessee.
Novesber 13, 1863.

R.U. Stewart,
Dear Friend:

I received your kind letter of the lst of November
yesterday and w:s very glad to hear from you. I am getting
along tolerably well under existing circumst.nces, however
am getting zlong as well as others. My business occupi
most of my time and thoughts, except an occasional thought
now and then glides over my memory of ilome and Dear Friends .
When I sink to sieep at nights and forget that I am in the
war, or that there is any wer, I often see friends and home
scenes in my dreams. I do not see much satisfaction up here,
sure. I see no fun mor pleasure and I have to contend with
most everything that makes one hate war. It is more satis-
faction to me to receibe a letter and hear that you are all
dding well than anything else.

I saw William day before yesterday. He was well.
He said he received a letter from Mr. Middleton which informed
him that John and James had got to go home. I would be glad
to know how John is getting along. I reckon Puss was very
glad to see James and James glad to see her.

I reckon there is more talk of a big fight going to be
at Chattanooga among the folks sbout home, than there is here.
We never hear much about it nor ever think much about it. I
think we are sble to treat them like we did at Chicamauga
if they ever come against us again. I do not believe that the
Yankees are near home, unless it is a few Tories. I never want
to hear that Yenkees are about where my home is. It would
ruin us all for them to go down there. They would use every
thing that they want -- all the corn, hogs, sheep, cattle and
everything else &nd they sometimes burn the houses end make
firewood of the fenses of large plantations, but that will
never be the case at home, unless they station somewhere near
there,

Give my best respects to John and James. I would be
glad to ses them and be at homs with them. I recon they will
est a great many potatioes and a heap of milk and butter.

I bet that if 1 was at home with them, we would have a aucu
of pie and a big laugh the first day et dinner. Kebecca, I
recéive the present you sent in your letter which was very
nice. I mean to keep it a long time if I keep my life.

Yours, Rebecca, Respectfully.
J.F. Hollimen",
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The following is written in the handwriting of J.F.
Holiman, onplain paper, in ink, and on both sides of
the page. It is not known who the originsl letter
was addressed to, and is ewidently part of a letter
home from him and probably written in 1863.

Fhodsmdxdxxima

a1l think I have almost forgotten you becsuse I have
not written any but I have hot had time. We have been
marching convinually and have mow left the battle field
and are in persuit of the Yankies. e nave run them
about 10 mgles.  They have wone to Chattanooze =nd we
are# now in a few miles of that place. We think the
Yankees will make a stend st Chattanooga. IT they do
tomorrow we fizht again. I will write again the next
opportunity and will tell you = great many more things
when I have gore time to write -(next page). I wish
I nsd time to write it 211 now. Since I begun to write
vhe mail nas came and I receive yours of tho 10th of
this Month. I am glad to hear of the deserters being
taken up. I am glad to hear that you are all well. T
do not know when I will see John. I expect you will
see him first for he will go home to stoy as soon as he
is able. I nave no envelopes with me. They are with my
baggage in the waggons in the rear.

Yours respectfully,

J.F. Holiman."
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"Loudon, Tenn.
November 24th, 1£63.

Hrs Biddy E. Stewart,
Dear Biddy. I take my pen in hand to write you a fiew lines
to let you know where I am and how I am getting elong. I »m
tolerably well. We have been on the move for 4 dnys & have ot
this far toward Knoxville. e left the same evening that
Tilmon left and went down to the old battle fidld or at least
the Reg. did. I started the next morning & got with the Wagons
. & steyed with them. The ieg. ecame back Sunday & took the train
at Chicamaga for Knoxville. When I got to Ghicmaga they was
gone. 1 got on the next train & overtaken them at Gherleston
where we received a dispach to return to Chicmaga & we crossed
the Ziver 3 times.”(One dispatch after enother & last nigit at
10 oclock the men that €old mot march started on the train for
$his piace. Tne rest was to march.  lais morning when they get
here, I expect we will all have to try it, a fact, and I fear
I cont make it for very little wears me out, but & will not be
by myself for there is lots of barefooted men along & they cant
march fast so I will have company. We left J.T. Holimen at
Charleston sick. He has something like flu. He was not very\
bad. He & dxmmsxxuxwxhmxx I was together til we got to 1
Charleston. The other boyes zre all well I recon. Til is |
nesrly home by this time. He left on the 20th for home on 30 _
days furlouzn or detached rather. Biddy, I told him to being 3
me some tobacco & 1 pair socks. I forgot to tell him that I o
wanted = knit cip to my head. I want it knit with ears to comes
down so as it will keep my errs warm & a lerge potato to fill mey
up so the wind will not cut me in too, for we dont get much =
here. Biddy I am in a hurry. You must excuse my short letter
& bad writing for my -=- will not write. I hovent recd a line
from you yet & 1 am getting a long ways from home, but I do =
hope the same kind hand that has protected me n11 thrcugh life §
so far will bring me safe home st last.

Wm. M. Stewart.





image46.jpeg
"Hawkins County,Tennessee.
December 12, 1863.

Biddy. I will write a few lines with a faint hope that
they may resch you and give you some consolétion, for I
know it hes been 2 long time since ycu heard from me.

I have not heard from you since Ellis laft there. I sm not
well, but ebout. I have been very puny for several days
but better todsy. I have a very bad cold and cough, a
hurting in my breast, but I have kept up so far. I havebeen
with the wagons on this retrsat til we stoped here. I am
now with the Regiment and the wagons have gone on to Bris
Va., e have been stoped here 3 days. How long we will
stay herd, Jeant tell.

Biddy, I will tell you something that will surprise you..
Six of our Co. staid with the Yanks, -- that is, they sliped
out of ranks when the Reg. stoped. Billy and Baxter R.
Nelems., i. Berry., A Berry, J.7. Syans. The boys got up

the idea that 1f the Yankees got them they would be paroled
for the war, but if they dont get deceived, I think they will.

Lt. Caraway geve out on the road & I expect they got him.
W.F. iiles was wounded in the Chorge at Knoxville, through
the left leg. He is with the wagons. Ho will come home
if we ever gel to the railrcad. His wound is not dangerous.
Itis a flosh wound. He is all the mem in the Llst that got
in that cherge. They were hel back in reserve. The
Regs. that charged the fort suffered very badly. Cur loss
in killed,wounded and prisoners smount to about 600, with
about 100 of them killed & if they hurt the first Yenkee
I never heard of it.

The boys from our Settlement is all well that is along.

T. Cargall, J. Hugheq and J. South are all well. I have
not heard from J.F. Holliman since I left him at Charleston.
I expect the Yanks got him. T.i. South can never get our
clothing to us if we remain here for there is no trans-
portatioh.  Here we have to gather 21l we eat out of the
country. We get 1/2 lb. flower some days, and some days
none. Heat is plenty. I will close. Uont write til

you heer from me agein. Hemewber me n your prayers & I
remain your very affectionate husbend.

Wme M. Stewart".
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The meterial presented herein consists largely of letters
written home by Soldiers of the Confed
County, Alabama, during the War years.
to present these letters without change or alterstion. Only
punctuation and €apitalizing of some words been added,
30 23 to aid the reader. The spelling of words &s used

by the writer has been continued. William M. Stewart and
Janes F. Holliman came from the same community in Northern
Faystte County, and as was the cuatom, @ number of residents
of the commmnity joined the irmed Forces of the Confederacy
at the seme time.  Supprisingly, muca of the meil of that
dey wes carried by the hand of soldiers goingz on furlough
or in returning to duty after furlough. At this late day
it is dif iculf to identify some of the parties. dJerusha
was the wile of Tilmon South, Puss was evidently the wife
of "Brother James", Jabez is unidentilfied. Fiddy Stewartis
Father was an $538y. Cthers were residents of the community
or the gener:l ares of the County. J.F. Hollimen later
married Rebecca Utley Stewart, the sister of Willism and
Jame: The experiences reported and opinidns expressed
make interesting roading et this a time 100 years later.

s been taken

The letters and documents shown are copies made from the
originals owned by John Hall Hollimen, 2133 47th Street,
dest, Dirminghem, Alabama.

This materisl has besn prepared and typed by C.R. Hdlliman,
8212 6th Avenue, South,

inghem, Alabama.

brusry 17, 1964.
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"Morristoun Tenn.
Jan $2nd .1864.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy. I seate myself to write you a fiew lines from
whiich you will learn thet I am well % I hope this will reach
% find you a1l well. I recd yours of the 2nd snd 2lst of
Dec. & read them with much intersst. 7They gave me Some
sazisfaction to hear from you all that you was all well &
getting slong smocthly. It ong time since I
had heard from you. _ Biddy, I havent thing good to
write sny more than I =m yet living &% hopeing for better
times for we heve o hard time up here & they get worse

The : very cold end a heape of picket
duty & marching to d fiew to do it for atout 3/3 of
them is bear footed & the other third has the duty of ail
to dos ¥e have but little ground to play on and the Yonkeys
keep harassin; The cannons are hooming
nearly every d: iirection o drawn out last
Fridey in line of battle & Pmiles from camp & la
days & it smowed & was very cold and skermisners h
£izht but the yankeys fell back & we did not have a general
engazement. e are in_camps ginerly but the cannons
roared =11 dey vesterdzy & I an constantly listening for
orders to march. We will have a big fisht up hers between
this & sprinz. There is no dout about it in my mind & I fear
when 1t comes we will have to get from here fromthe fact our
army is in such 2 bad condition % a grate many of them dont
care, just as soon be taken &s not. We lost a man from
our Co. the other dey. He was on detail with the forage
trein & they was zttacted b y the enemy & he just got it.
The rest all pot awny & they said he cold but didnt try.
It wes R. Sanford, but we are not worsted uny by losering him.
We had 2 men to come in todsy, J. Long and E. Baker. They
left Tilmon South at Carters Station 70 miles from here.
That is the mesrest dept. He will have to stay there til
he is sent for. He has the clothing with him. We will
send a wagon zfter it rite away. The boyes sais he sold
one potatoes & butter. O. How sorrow I am that I cold not
get to eate the tiings you sent me. I think he might have
kept the butter. Lt would not have spoiled. The Fotatces
would have rotted.  Biddy, I was very glad to hear your
hogs have come home & that they was doing so well. You
spoke of selling or offering to sell a sow znd 5 pigs for x
$25.00 & some of them said it was too much. Biddy, it
fent holf enuf. Thoy are worth more than $50.00. You
had better kill the pigs and keep the sowes then to take
that price. Pork is wortn $1.00 per 1b. & I know they will
weigh more than & 50 pounds, but do what you think best.
I will be satisfied with nything yo.l¥or I know you would
not do anything only what you think best & when one does
what they think is best I cant complain. You know, any body
that_has to buy en article wants it as cheap as they can,
but I dont think any body can think that §25.00 i= too much
for 6 hogs & rork worth 31.00 Lb. Biddy, you seid Smith
wanted my saddle bags but it has been 50 long I recon he
has got some before now, if he hasnt let him have them. If
I ever get home I will want them but he is a good friend
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"Morristown Tenn.
Jan $2nd .1864.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy. I seate myself to write you a fiew lines from
whtch you will learn thet I am well & I hope this will reach
& find you o1l well. I recd yours of the 2nd znd 2lst of
Dec. % read them with much interest. They gave me some
satisfaction to heer from you all that you was all well &
getting slong emoothly. It been 2 long time since I
had heard from you. _ Eiddy, I havent sny thing good to
write zny more than I yet living & hope for better
times for ve heve o h me up here & they get worse

he weath very cold and a heape of picket
to do & but fiew to do it for abouwt 2/3 of
them is bear footed & the other third has the duty of all
to do. ¥e have but little ground to play on and thie Yonkeys
noons are haoming
drawn out. last
there &

nearly every day in som ¢
Fridoy in line of battle & Fu
days % it snowed & was very <o 1little
fizht but the yankeys fell back & we did not have a general
enzagement. e are in_eamps zinerly but the cannons
roared =11 day vesterdzy & I an constantly listening for
orders to merch. We will have a big fight up here between
this & spring. There is no dout about it in my mind & I fear
when 1t comes we will have to get from here fromthe fact our
army is in such a bad condition % a grate mony of them dont
care, just as soon be taken &s not. We lost a man from

our Co. the other day. He was on detail with the forage
train & they was zttacted b y the enemy & he just got it.

The rest all ot away & they said he cold but didnt try.

It wes R. Sanford, but we are not worsted zny by losering him.
We had 2 men to come in today, J. Lonc and E. Baker. They
left Tilmon South at Carters Station 70 miles from here.

That is the dearest dept. fe will have to stay there til

he is sent for. He has the clothing with him. We will

send a wagon after it rite away. IThe boyes sais he sold

one potatoes & butter. O. How sorrow I am that I cold not
get to eate the things you sent me. I think he might have
kept the butter. Lt would not have spoiied. The Fotatces
would have rotted.  Biddy, I was very glad to hear vour
hogs have come home & that they was doing so well. You
spoke of selling or offering to sell a sow and 5 pigs for x
$25.00 & some of them seid it was too much. EBiddy, it

isnt half enuf. They are worth more then $50. You

hed better kill the pigs and keep the sowes then to take

that price. Fork is worth $1.00 per 1b. & I know they will
weigh more than & 50 pounds, but do what you think best.

I will be satisfied with znything youl¥or I know you would
not do anything only what you think bést & when one does
what they think is best I cant complain. You know, any body
that_has to buy an article wants it as cheap as they can,

but I dont think any body can think that §$25.00 is too much
for 6 hogs & rork worth $1.00 Lb. Biddy, you seid Smith
wanted my saddle bags but it has been 50 long I recon he

has got some before now, if he hasnt let him have them. If

I ever get home I will want them but he is a good friend
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end I like to oblize & friend. I am very sorry that Mr.
Smith has to go to the war but so it is. Biddy you did not
tell me enything bout the hospital o ridge. Biddy
you did HoU sey whethir yout sner il pos o Lose. Biddy
been very uneasy about you since I got your letter that they
wes £0 bad. I'was afreid they would nct set 80 vou could
see sgain. Long says J.T. Holiman is at nome bub you did
not say anything sbout it. I hope he is at home. I was very
sorrow to learn of the death of Sims, poor fellow. I hope
be is better off. I am very snxious to hear who was hurt.

I heard that the Erigzade that the 58th Regiment belonged to
lost all but 80 men but I hope it is not so. Biddy, you
will want to know what we have to eat. Well, we get 1 Lb

of Tlower to the man a day. Tie mesl is about plaid out.
and we have not drawn any weat in 4 days & I dont kmow

uwhen we will. I asve some hog2- on hand that I bought.
Iwill close. I hope to be remembered by all my friends.
Kiss Fanny and ¥artha for me. Good by.

<Stewart."
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"Biddy. This is Sunday morning the 3rd & I dll ery to finish
my letter.  If I cold be at home this morning to go with you
oY Church or set by the fire; at home, I would feel much better.
But so it is. _ I hope 1t will be better some day. X feel
smartley like I did in Yankee . I cont hear from home
oot Gven from the Confederacy Gown South. I am afraid it is
gone up but we are establishing an other up hera. e heve

Foing on & are fixing up distileryes & mow 1€ we had &
Scapmashin we gold wa

our duds. I think we would have 2 rite
808PT¢ little Confederacy, but I fesr the bodygards will take
$Eoor els it will pay on some other way. Well I have moved
in my nouse. I havent got the chimney dom yets  The goound is
20 hard frozen we cant got Any mud to dob i with. I havemt
Son any dutyyet except conking when we was om the march. I
wes detailed to go with the wagons & cock for the Co.

Myselfx® ) other Trom the Co. I mow draw rashons for the Co
| 18 811 the duty I do but if there is any sore fighting fo do
T expect to have 2 swar to do but I am mot amxious to fight

& hope T will not have much of it to do. Biddy, I hope you

b e 1 org Wil contnue to. 1 whing I il be at
homs sometime to enjoy 1ife with you agein. I hope to at
et "I want to see you and_the children as bad as I ever
aid in my 1ife. Tell Faany to leern her nmew book & gt so

Che chn pead & when I come home I will bring her anokher book.
Tel) Martha I know she is the preties little girl in Fayette,
Well I have writeen enuf. You must excuse me for writing with
a pencil, For the ink is frozen & excuse my bad composition.
It has been so long since I wrote that I am e.e. relatives =
& friends % receive far yourself. Remember me in your prayers

% believe me to be youm most affectionately.

To Biddy E. Stewart".

P.S. I will send this letter and money by liles Bobo."
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"Morrestown, Tenn.
February 21, 1864

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear ¥ife. I will write you a short letter. I can inform

you that I am well and thst is about all the good news I have.

We are going to leave here in the morning. I cant say where
Iwill go. I expect to my command. ‘e are out of battle

here and have orders to be ready to move in the morning. There
is a goneral move on hand but I do not know where we will go.
Some think we_are going into Kentucky 2pd some thinmk we will

£211 back. I dont know whet te think, I have not heard from
the boyes at camp since Bobo left, Ve will do bad enuf tho

you cen rest asured of that. Only they have moved down on the
French board river and was garding @ fery. fThey heve drawn
money since Bobo left. They drew compensation. 1 recon I will
get mine when I got to them. Mine is 133 dolisrs or the —-e—

- or -- months wages (unreadsble on account of fading).
Capt. Ogdon left here yesterday. ile stayed with me & day and
knight. He gave me the letter you sent me and it gave me &

gratas satisfsction to heare from vou all that you was as well

©ff as vou said.  You wrote a long letter thet is the sort

I like to get. You gave me & h of news thets interesting.

I 1ike long letters. If I am short mysell in writing, I

havent the chance to write such. I am zlsays busey. I was

vary sorry to hear of Mr. Reisberg's death For he was a good
e#itizen.t vas very glad to hesr that J.F. Holimen is yet

1 1 was s2raid ne had been killed. 5iddy, do the best

you cen ond look forward to a better day for I believe it

coming but we may have to suffer msny herdships and disapointments
but it will be over afterwhile. I hope to see you egain in

this world but if 1 shold not beleave I will see you in
better one. 5o make yourself as easy about me as posible.

I know vou are living & lonsomws and desolate life but I hope 1t
will not he 8o always. Tell Fanny I sent her a book by Eobo
and she must lesrn o read in it cnd teke care of it til Pa
comes home for he wants to hecre it. Tell Mertha she must feed
her little pig #nd lamb and Pa will send her n new bock the
first chance. 1 will close. I hope the good Lord will protect
us and permit us to meet again. 5o good by.

¥m. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart”.
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"Greenville, East Temn,
Saturday, Feb. 27, 1864 ()

Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy. I will write youa fiew lines. Biddy I have no new
of interest more than I am well & have been in good health for
some time & I hope this will reach you & find you & family
well and also the relatives & friends. I am yet in the shop(?)
e moved from Morrestown up here last Yednesday. The army has
fellen back 30 or 40 miles. They are 15 or 20 miles below
here. What they are doing I cant tell. Hy command is at
Midway (?) 14 miles from here. The boyes are 211 well, I
heard from them the other day. Some think there will be a fight
up here shortley, but I cant say, there ma be. I learn the
Tankeys is coming in below Columbus, Miss. I am afraid they
will bes in our County & ruin you all. I here that Mobile is
gone up But I cant beleeve it. I feare it Will. Biddy, I
have been resting a week. le are out oflethers § deht ¥hbw
when we will get any. Biddy I hear that there has beem a
proposition made to our Brigade, all thet was able to mount
theuselves and wanted to do so_cold get a 30 day furlow &

£0 home & get them a horse. If that is so I am going to

take that chance. I heare it yesterday. 1 hope it is so
for I want to come home the worst you cver saw, if I knew
I cold Kemain in the shop during the war I would)BHance it

for no part of the servis, but not lnow how' long I will
remain in the shop & I em not able to merch so I think I

had better get in Cavalsry if I can & the thoushts of getting
to come home has 2 grate bearing. Biddy I will close for we
have to go to work. We have got in o little lesther & have to
£et through as soon as we can. The Maj. says we will not stay
here long; that we will go on towards Kentucky, but I dont
think we will go in Kentucky for we have our hands full nearer
home. I will write you agein scon ¥ let you know where I am.
I want you to write often. Perhaps I will zet a letter once
anewhile. Tell James & John thet they eroud me with letters

so that I never take r from them. I

did not serve them thet way vhile I was at home. I just

rote tc them oca 1y but it scems ther they have forgotten
me. Tell them thet I think of them every dsy & yet I havent
recd & line from them since they go re % 1 think a little
hard of the; the army comes

through hide 21l 3 emuf to live on, for
I think we are zone up & if we can live a little longer I
think this thin 11 end. Give my 1 tives &

frisnds & receive urself. I ¥

¥m. M. Stowart.t
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"Greenville, East Tenn.
Sunday, Harch 6, 186k4.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: As I have an opportunity of semding 2 letter by
hend I will write a fiew lines. I have no news of importance.
I am well and hope this will.... this time I fear we have to
.-+ for it to last long. I expeft we will have to zo to the
Commander before long, but I dont intend to stay there if I
can help it, for I con march snd I can do some other théngs,
+ees drew their comutation. I did hot draw mine because it
was not there.. I dont care for the money is collected in..
the money that is not in before the lst. The money that is
not in by the 1st of Arril will be disccunted down to 66_cts.
on the dollar gnd ...(continued to 2nd pege) Much now. I
cant get anything here for my money from the citizens.

Biddy I wont you to tell Pap to hold on to =11 of his horses,
so0 i” I can get to come home I can get 2 horse from him.
sees2nd if I'can get to come home I will mount myse}f dnd
if they dont let me come I will not. If I can get home

I will'go to the Dr. Stewsrts Co, Paps, or John, one can
save me & horse. I havent recd any letter eince Capt. Ogdon
got back. I got the letter that Marths sent me thigs
evening. They have had it at the Co. D 2 long time. I
recon Martha has been looking for an answer. I was very
%lad to get & letter from her. Tell Hary that Ihave not
orgotten her tho I havent written, to her. She requested
me to write. I have been waiting for some thing that would
interest her, snd havent found. Tell her and 211 the rest
that I would be proud to get g letter from any of them.,
and I know they could rite if they wanted to. I have no
news that is of interest, or I would write them. The War
has become an old thing and ... it dont interest me like
some things from home, and from some of the family, friends
or relatives. I was well plessed with your last letter. It
gave me some interesting news. LT you had written about as
much more it would have been better. I wish I could be at
home to fix for a crop... much better than here. I have
been to church today 2 miles from town. It was a Freewill
Baptist meeting. I liked the sermon the best kind. I like
the Free will Doctrin. I saw a good meny nice ladies

but they are a1l union .... Well so I am always right on the
goose. I will send Marthe a pair of shoes. Tell her that
she must teke care of them & wear them if they are lerge
enuf & when s comes hogie he will got her some better ones.
L couldnt get eny new lether and I made them out of old
boot legs and a cartgrige box & I am afraid they are too
little. Biddy, I have been trying to get lether to meke you
Some shoes if I stay in the shops long and I tidnk I will
make you some and sené to you for I know it is a hard metter
to get shoes there. I have written enuf. Biddy do the best
you can & dont uneasy yourself about me. I think I will get
home sometime & If I'dont I hope to meet you in a better
world. I remain yours most affectichately.

Wm. M. Stewart
To Biddy E.Stewart."
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"Greenville E. Temn.
¥arch 19, '6f.
Hrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy & Relstives. s I have an oppertunity
of sending you & letter by hand, I will write. en

well & hope this will ¥mx find you all well. I havent much

to write of interest. Ercther James & J.% T. Heliman is

here. ey ceme dosm on the train dey beforc yesterdey. They
have been a:ayi_mf wizh me since they are going down thisevening
to the Comman® (f) 15 miles from here. I was very glad to

See them but sorry they did not stay 2t home longer. ihey are
tolernly weil about =g they hen they left home. J.T.
Holinen leoks very well but Javes looks poor & had. He is not
fit for servis. It afiorded me grete oleasure to talk with him.
He cold tell me all about affairs at home. I have not worked
any since he got here. e says you arve 21l very well & have
{lenty %o eate. I wes hepy to hear you was doing so well,

£ the Torvs will let you slone you can live til this savace
war is ended. I say savage wer and it iz so & 1f you knew

2s much about it a5 I do you would sy so too. L Ge not

know how long I will stoy e are out of stwock & I think
we will 7o to the command shortly. I do not know zny wer

news tiat would interest you x ALl is quiet here. James

Says they &re Crying Out im our part thot the army is better fed
taen 3t ever was. Well if you call & little breed well fed

we are well fed % not swuf of That we draw, # fow cow bones,
sometines. You know there is not aay ‘lesh on cows 2t this
seasom; but yet I get plenm 2 wmere I cen shift

& geu tninge that the boye . Iamafraid I will
suffier if i haye to stry d4r I dont taink this
thing cen last long & we must bear it the best we can & think a 3
Jittle about it es powitle. L hope we will be permitied to

live in peace togetner agein. Tell Fanny ti
is the smertest Jittle sirl he ever saw,if She CaR Spim, PP
wants to be &t home to See her spin & cook etc. Teil Martha
Fap wiite to see her & hear her talk for 1 know shc is the
prettieat little girl in & states. Tell her to take care of her
listle colt til Fap comes home & then we uill ride. I will

close. irite oftea % I will dc the same. I remsin yours as ever.

Yme Stewert.

To EBiddy E. Stewart."

Biddy. rsxséano' wr coalt from M
» i it from Pubens horse if you ean b
the cisnse, if not from e roam. SUELER
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The following letter wes written on both sides of a billing
form of Stern, Rosenheim & Co. Main Street. Bristoy. The
heading reads: Highest prices paid for any country produce.
Constantly on hand a full as: ortment of dry goods, ready mede
Slothing, boots & shoes, hats & caps, groceriss, hardware,
tinware, lecther, saddeiry, Jewelry &e &o

"March 3lst, 1864.
(Flace not ‘steted).

Biddy,ds I did not send any letter yesterday I will write a
little mare. Brother James has got up here. He 1ebt siv Co.
at Creenville. He gives out on the march. e is puny but
dble to be zbout. Tilmon is puny but with the Sompeny yat.
J.-F- Wolimen is \dth the Co and mearly give ot I, South
is at the hospital at Aplingdon, Va. "He is better. The rest
s el1 well. James sayss se hasent heard from home since
Do left. 1 am yst here waiting for orders to oo home soon
but I hope I will get home after while.  You must do mee best
you c=n znd hope for better times. Write often. Be shure to
gend me 2 lotter by everyone that comes home for thor jo all
I send you s letter by
@2 going to the Settlement. I sent Ponry a
book by /. Bobo, but I heard he lost his knapssek ond
focod he lost the book teo, ami I sent Marthe a Pr. of Shoes
by St. Bell but I am afraid there are too smell. I eomis
give &1l that I am worth to see Fann§ and Marths end no less
to see you but & zreat deal gore. will close. Give my
1ove to Inquiring friends ond receive for vem celf.
femenber me in your prayers and beleave me vo be yeurs
HGSt affectionately.

#ei. Stewart,
to bidiy F. Steymrpe,
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The following letter wes written om hoth sides of a billing
form of Stern, Rosenheim & Co. Main Street. Bristol. The
heading reads: Highest prices paid for any country produce.
Constantly on hand & full sssortment of dpy goods, ready mede
Slothing, boots & shoes, hats & caps, grocariss, hardware,
tinvare, lesther, saddeiry, Jewelry ke &o

"March 3lst, 1864.
(Place not ‘steted).

Biddy,ds I did not send any letter yesterday I will write a
iittle more. Brother James has 2ot up here. He left the Co,
at Greenville. He gives out on the march. fe s puny tut
able to be sbout. Tilmon is puny but with the company yot.
§;F: Molimen is with the Co and nearly give out.o 3 South
is at the hospital at Apiingdon, Va. He is better. The rest
s 011 well. ~James sayes ne hasent heard from home since
he ieft- I em yet here waiting for orders te coms heos soon
but © hope I will get home after while.  Yon must do mee vest
Jonalen end hope for better times. Write often. Be shure to
gend me 2 lstter by overyone that comes home fof thot i all
the way I get any lettors latl I send you s letter by
PoesY,one 1 see zoing to the Settlement. I sent Fanny 4
book by ii. Bobo, but I heard he lost his knapssex ses

pecod ho 1ost the book too, amd I sent Harths a Pr, of Shoes
by St. Bell but I am afraid there are too smell. I ouis
give 11 that 1 am vorth to see Fann and Yarthe end no less
o see you but & zreat deal gore. will ciose. Give my
love to InGuiring friends ond receive for voun eelf.

femenber me in your prayers and teleave me co be yeurs

most alffectionately.

wel. Stewert,

to Biddy E. Stewargw,
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At the time of the firwt letter, J.F. Holliman,
was near the end of his first year of volunteef service,

and was soon to be discharged. Dan, who is mentioned

25 being 111 with measles, and occupying the same bed with

B vaeEChar1es Paniel Holliman,  Both Charles Deniel
Holliman, and his father Urish H. Holliman, died of pneumoniay,
at a Confederate Hospital at or near Oklona, Mississippi,am 95
are buried there, apparently in unmarked graves. Aunt "Polly"
Holliman, the mother of J.F. Holliman and Charles Deniel
Holliman, traveled alone by @ covered wagon from their home
near Bluff to the Confederate Hospital to nurse them during
the illness which took tmeir lives. After nursing them

until death, and burials, she drove back to Bluff alone,

while she her self, was i1l with measles.  Aunt"Polly"

was a nurse, and skilled in the use of herbs, end was noted
far and near, as a mid-wife. A preat many of the children
born in the Bluff Community, during the war years, were
ushered into the world by her. t is said that she rode

a white mule, with side saddle, and was often called upon

at odd hours for help, at which times, she saddled her white
mule, gathered up her bag of herbs, and rode off to tend

the sick.  She was a daughter of Charles Daniel Lucas,

early settler in the Newtonville Area of Fayette County.

J.F. Holliman served his first one year
enlistment as a private soldier. On his second enlistement
he was made a lieutenant.
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"Dreweries Bluff, Va.
May 9 186k.

Hrs. Biddy E. Stewart,

Desr Eiddy. I will write you a fiew lines to let you know
where I am & how I am getting =long. Ve are on the James
River, 8 or 10 miles below Richmon. ‘e ore expecting a
fight here soon. The Isnkeys are below here and they are
reported to be advancing this morning. Our men have engaged
them below here a fiew days ago and claimed to have drove them
back, but Goneral Johnson wes killed or captured. He is
missfng. Ve are in on fortification but I have no ides that
we will get to fizht behind them. ‘e will be thrown in fromt
©of them when the enemy comeS up near us as we_generally do.
I expect we will heve hard fight here soon. I am dreading
it but trust in Providence & stend up to my part,  Biddy
there is & heap of war news here but you will here it before
you get this. It is seid that Lee has whiped ____ up where
he 1s and we here & good desl of ___ news. Biddy we have
hed a hard time marching since we Ceme here as we had in
Tern., but we get better rashions here. Biddy, I am in
good health and the boyes ere generally well. I hevent
heard from James since he left me, neither have 1 heard from
you. I em very snxicus to heer from vou. fThe order has
Zome for cur Co. to go on pickst. I am excused and will
remein in camp. 1 wss olected Lieut. the other day and
ordered before the Board yesterday. I staled the circumstances
to the Bosrd end they gave me a week tc prepeir myself, I
was nct excmined. I heare a_men exemined snd I am satisfied
thee 1 cold heve passed but I thought for fear I would claim
time I had a right to do sc. I think I can pass without much
trouble in two weeks, but if this fight comes off soomer I
may not be sble to zo anywhere but that is the risk. I hope
T 111 come cut 211 rite. <.E. Bell ran sgzinst me (could
be J.L. Peli), but I beate him, yet I did not went the office
much, but I could not get shed of the boyes. They would
elect ;e rnyhow. I dont went to be rejected after elected.
writing tut he aad vo zo on pickes & did
his letter. lle says tell iils wile he is
n ‘ecruit hes gone up. He left us 2 days
now where. I em afraid John «ill not get
was sent up before he left. It 1s just
11 be ept to come back aliiht. He
e it sturted up, I hove he will
me home but it is doubtful. vell, Biddy, I want

T havent time to write much now.
5 start out end L went to send this oute
woon_if I enn, ther is if 1 am left here
is morning.

LHE cAnNon booR
i arits more in

ny ha for me.
Znd save us in the emd
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"Comp 41st Ala. Regt.
Oreweries Bluff, Va.
May 24, 1864.

Dear Bogpenion. I will write you a short letter to let you
know that I am yet living & in tolerably good health & I hope
this will reach you and find & family all well and slso

the relatives and friends. Biddy Ihavent written you for

two weeks. I have been thinking I would get & letter from

you but I have given out that idea. I havent recd a letter
since Ellis came back. But if I cant hear from you I know

you want to hear from me & I will write. Biddy it has proved
to be as I was fearful it would be when we cam here. I was
afraid we had changed bad fop worse. ‘e have had a bad time
since we came here. We have been marching and fighting ever
since we got to Richmond. We went past out East to meet them.
Then they came in South. We marched there to meet them, then
they came in North, and we went there to neet them and hed a
considersble brush and ran them off. While we were up there
they came in South and took the outer line. We went to meet
them and there for 3 or 4 days we skirmi. with them, without
anything gained. At length the generals determinal to drive
them back. On Sunday 15th, at Knight, the whole army was
drawn up in line of battle & marched out. Our Begt. was
loyed as skirmishers and had a few runins that night. We
lay in line of battle all night and at the break of day the
16th, we waked cur line and moved upon them about sun rise.
Then the dreadfu} work began. For about 4 or 5 hours it went
on.; About 10 oclock we routed them. Ve had our own fortificat-
iondto take from the Yankees together with improvements of
theirs & you know it was a hard task, but we made it with a
heavy loss both killed 2nd wouhded. ~Our loss was much heavier
than that of the enemy. We taken over 1000 prisoners. They say
they had rather go to Fichmond under guard than to fight.

We taken a brigade and the generzl that commanded it. Luly
for our regiment we was put on the xtreme left and the line
was wesk & we drove them back easy where our Regt. fought and
taken several prisoners. Our Co. did not lose any men -- 2
slightly wounded. The 43rd, 59th and 60th on our right was
cut up very badly. Co. F of the 43rd was nearly all killed

& wounded.” John Dodson lost his left leg uxfuxm below the
knee. I heard from him the other day. He was doing very
well. He says that he is not uneasy but that he will get well.
The 3 Corbet boys were wounded and several others you know,
but you will get that by the papers before you get this.

We run the Yankees to their gun boats ond lay under fire of
them three or four days. They throw balls and shells at us
that weighted 200 pounds. It looks like a hardware store
coming at us every time they fired shells at us. We were
relieved the other day and came out here. ie are in houses
here guarding some forts and doing tolerably well but cant
tell... The Yankees are moving on &ichmond ... are driviny
Lee ... miles of there now & we are goi g to have the worst
time there has been during the war. _ I em of the opinion that
Grant allows to besiege the place & I fear that he will be hard
to handle but I will say but little concerning that.

/speak of good, because I came our safe so far. I know that it
s the hand of'kind Providence that brought me safe so far

if Biddy, among all my rood luck I have a little bad.
(Over) .
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snd I em very thankful. The bad luck I spealof is that I
Lose my imapsack and averything I had except what I had on
and that was very little. I lose my coat and vest, my
books and all the papers and envelopes & the socks you sent
me by James and my shoe tools. They was worth $50.00 and
seversl other things. In all I lost $100.00 worth at least.
That is three psir of socks I have lost since last year,
considering 1t all I do very well & been powerful blesst to
be slive and I dont take little things to hesrt if I can
be blesesed with life & health, I shell be very thomkful.
I Recd & letter from brother James last eavening. fHe is at
fbingdon Va. He says he is = little better than he was when
he left me but very puny yet end the pain is very bad. He
says he is going to leave there as socn as possible, The
Soizore vone 1ot them 4o cnything towerd rotiving him from
field service only they detailed himin that hospital but he
has not bin able to do enything sinck he has been there.
I wish he was at a good hospital where he cold be satisfied
part if he ceme to the commond. He cant stand up to what Ive
have to_do here, 1€ he could have gone before our preview
bord, I had the influence of Dr. Beard. I think he would
have had something done for being hert. We was on the eve of
wavering when his papers came & they sent him off. Biddy
o know what we have to eate, I know; well we have
een getting plentysince we cams to Richmon, good boalted
mesl & bacon, some peas & some sugar & coffee. Sugar nd
cocfee has about plaid out now, but we have greens plenty.
You never saw polk sallet, bread & butter, % all kinds of
weeds fly so in your life. We have greens every day when we
are not fighting. I cold have gotten out of this fighting
lately 4f I would, but I took my fun & went it all the time.
I dont feel rige staying out when my friends hes to go, I
will go with them & share with them. I was elected Lt. on the 6t
of this month & was given time to study as I had been away
so long. I wa3 excused from all duties, but I dun duty on my
own accord. I went before the board yesterday & was assigned
to duty as 2nd Lt. of Co. H. The health of our Co. is good.
A11 the boys that is with the Co. from our settlerent are
well. Til. J.G.H., J.L.H. & T. Cargall are all well.
Biddy I want you to send me letters by every chence & tell
me all the news. I c:nt see why I cant get letters by mail.
Some of the boyes in our Co. get letters regularly by meil.
You know how_to back them I know & why they dont come, I
cant tell. I know you write or I believe you do st least.
I recon I have written enuf. You must excuse me for Cranching
my writing for so I recond y-u can reade it. Paper is worth
50¢ a sheet & I have to be saving. I am out of money. e
havent drawn any money in a long time I recon we will draw
soon. We will draw clothing todsy, the Col. Says. I under-
stand that H.H. Reed has an independent Co. and is robing
the citizens in that part, but I dont think they will let him
go on long. He ouzht to be in the sefvis & I hope they will put
him in soon. I will close, write often & I will write every
chance. @ive my love to all relatives and inouirin§ friends.
Receive for yourself, kiss the babes for me. Hay blessings
of God continue with us & may ve be permitied to meet & (Over).
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live a happy 1ffe together in this world % be
the next is my preyer, so Farewell for this t:

Wm. H. Stewart to
gt Biddy E.Stewart.™

"Be shure in backing your letters to put Gracies Brigade.”
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"Camp L1lst Ala. Regt.
Chaffins Bluff, near Richmond,

Hay 29, 1864.

Hrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Companion: I take my pen this besutiful Sabbath morning
to write a few lines from which you may know that I am Tt
living and in tolerably zood health. I have but little news
of interest to write from the fact it hasent bes=n but a few
davs since 1 wrote to you. I had not received a letter from
you in 2 long time, but the very day I meiled my letter, I
recsived one from you and 2 from Fuss to dames. I mailed
James to him. I recel ad another from you that bore the date
from 9th snd 10th of May. You may imagine how glad I was ag
its receipt. Tnere is mothing that gives me so much comfort
as that of & letter from you informing me that you are well

% doing well. Biddy I was much pleased with your last letter.
You zave so much news % I think from your letter that you are
in good epirits. I like to know that you do not sive way

to little matters and get low in spirit—- thst is, so far

28 werldly matters go. %e all should feel of course, humble
toward God and devendent on Mim for life inm this workd or the
world To come.

Well, T gave you all the fresh news the other day in
my letter & nothing of interest has transpired since then. e am
tolerbly qulet hars ot present. Some little vickst fighting

in heari v every dey but no advence particularly,
but we are lookinz constsntly for a gemersl angagerent between
Lee #nd Orant, but I hope we «wiil not be in ii. ~We have charge
of some forts here on the river and i hope we will stay heres

It is thought we will Lut we are subject Lo orders yet some troo
has to stsy here & I taink wo nave as good @ Tite as any
General Cracie aims to stay if he csn. He has a good garden
»nd & pgsten ear patch & nas them cultivated & I know he will
stay if he can. Yet he is one of the worst men I ever saw
te piteh into a fight. 1 belleve he loves Lo get into

= fiznt & he does not stack back himself. e pitches in & zoes
with bis men. He ot his horse shot in the charge the other
dey and he left him % went in line cursing & hollowing, but
that wasnt swart. Biddy I was glad to hear of them fellows
that was lying out having to go to the service for I know that
they wes no use to the country, but on the other hand &

disadwentage to it. [&)w, Mectisuon 1. Dw3 '/:)

I was glad to hear of the hospital being brok
ur over the ridge for I know rashions was gstiing scarce &
they would have to of coms from scme where & I Hope they have
moved the patients to where rashlons is plenty snd of corse
cooked to his hands % I suppose from what I cin hear a large
‘buncn of boyes accompanies them when they £o to him se I hope
he is safe. Biddy you wanted to know i I wus @anting eny
clothes. I wrote in my last letter sbout losing all of my
clothes but I have drawn a new suit zndpants of very nice
clothing & good clothing. If you have any shirts for me
that are colored & have a chance lwould like you to send me
1 or 2, but dont send them unless they cen come by & safe hand.
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"Cemp 41 Ala Regt.
Richmon on James River.
June 12, 186k.

Dear Biddy. I 3411 write you s fiew 1ines to let you know
that T em well and the boyes is-all well from our setilement
that is mer. I hope this will reach and find you ell well.
Biddy, T have no mews to write of eny interest.” Ve came here
yesterday & have just got in off of picket. e are in a very
Jengerous place rite facing the enemy and tieir gun boafs.

{e picket in 150 yards of the Yankeys and can see them plain
Put we dont shoot often. I cold have taken a gun & killed
one sny cime but there is no use in pickets fighting so we
Rave cuit firing but hostiletyes may be raised in any hand
for what I know we have very strong works here & I hope we
will defend them but things ere ina pretiy [ix here for
% heap of herd fighting.  Biddy I havent recd any letter
from you since the cne dated ¥ay 10th. I recd one from John

dated May 24th. He wrote =bout you. I answered his the other &

day. Biddy I want you to write often.

| write now, but I heve a chance to send it out % I will let

You ¥now { am vell. I know that you are sjways £lad to hear

that. If you cant hear any more for it slways gives me more

I will write you ever
chence I have to -end them out. I e but little chance to

satisfaction to heare that you are all well than snytaing else.

T will close, Excuse my chortness for I havent time to write
more. I hope 1 will heare from vou soon. I remeim yours
as ever

Wm.

Stewart

To Biddy E.Stewart.”
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If I should live til Winter & have to be out, I wouldlike to
have 2 coat and pants of gray jeans but not til fall. If you
knit me any more sox dont knit them so thick. They hurt my
feet in marching. Biddy I would try to get a furlow if it were
not such pressing times here. There is no chance now, but I
hope this pressing times will soon be over & if I get thoough
safe I think I will get to come home them.

I want to see you and the children very bad but ss long
as I con hear from you often & you ore well ond doing well
T can put it off but I am coming home the first opportunity
& I tiink when this aprin@ campaign is over we will have a
chance to get s furlow. Eiddy, I will close. I want to
£0 to preaching & it is nsarly time. Give my love to =11 the
relatives and incuiring friends. Receive for yourself.
Remesber me in your prayers & know me to be yourSvery
affectionately until death. Good by for this time.

. M. Stewart,

To Biddy E. Stewart.
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"4lst Ala. Regt. Petersburg, Va.
July 15, 1864.

Jrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Companion: I will write you a fiew lines to let you know
that I am yet slive and in tolerbly good health, but our
condition fere is very criticel and ncs been for sometime,

and it gets no better & I fear it will not. We are under heavy
fire of shells constantly, end I em writing now and the shells
bursting sbout 1 & minute. Eut I am yet unharmed. ‘e have
been in this condition about 1 month and how long we will have
to remain so, I eent say. I hope there will be a change shortly
in our favor, but I cant see any prospect for it yet. we will
hope it is found. Ve loose some men every day from the
Brigade. There has been 2 wounded this moraingy in our ___
(peper torn) and one in the arm & the other in the nose.

(paper torn) our compsany yet. The Capt was wounded and Sen.
Officer. I havent heard from him in some time. I hope He will
be at home soon. The way is op en now so the train can run.
Brother Jemes came in the otHer day. He is here now. He 15 a
little better health than he was vhen he was with us befare.

I do not know how long he will stay & whither he will try

to get off on detail or not. He has not desided yet. like
to have hin with me but I am reddy to give him up at zny time
to get him wheré he can do better, & will do 211 I csn to

get him off if he wants to go. Biddy, Ihavent recd. any letter
from you since June, the lst. I am very anxious to hear from
you @11, b ut I hope you are doing well. I am looking for a
letter todey. I learn the moil has gone to Richmon for this
Brigade, & I think it will be down today. Biddy, I want to be
at home the worst I ever did. I want to see you all snd I want
to be out of this danger, but when it will be over, I cent tell,
and who will live to see the end is unknown. ‘hen’I am in &
dengerous place, I think more of home & family & friends than
any other time. We have heard that Atlanta is gone up, but I
hope 1tis not so.  Biddy, I dont think this war cen last long.
I am ofithe opinion this campaign will wind it up, but the way
it will go is not for me to say. If I am blessed with life to
see it end & get hoge and find you all zlive, I shell try to

be content, let it go as it may. Of corse I have a grate
desire that we shall come out victorius as much as 2ny body.
(paper torn next two lines; on the terms we hzve to take.
biddy, I hope you are s1l well & doing well. You must excuse
my bad composed lstter for the shells is very demoralizing as
the boyes call it. I will close. Give my love to 2ll relatives
& friends & receive o yourse}f end babes. Kiss Fanry and
liartha for me & tell lartha to help little Bolly for me.

Write often. I remsin, yours most affectionately

Wm. M.

ewart,
To Biddy Z.Stewart."

May God help % save us all.
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"Ditches near Petersburg,
July 18, 1864.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Companion. Again I take up my pen to let you know
that I am tolerbly well and I hope this will reach and find
Jou a1l well and doing well. I saw Dr. Shelton yesterday.

e told me that you was well. He said he saw your Papa a few
days before he left home. He also said he saw you not long
before he left, at Bells. He says erops is wonderfuly good and
that our part of the Confederacy is in a better condition than
it has been since the war. I hope that is so for if there
isnt some part in a better condition than we ore here, it isa
bad chance for it is critical time here and Va. cant meke
any corn this year. The corn is dead. There just hasent been
rain here since the 12th of May to do any good. I am very
tired of living in the ground. We have to keep our heads low
and they shell us all the time from their morters. We have
boom proofs dug in the ground and covered with logs and dirt.
They kill some ofbur men every day. We have lost 1 killed
today and 3 wounded. 1 of them mortily in our Regt. I dont
know what this seige will terminate in. I hope it will close
shortly. Several of my Co. is very puny, but those that is
well are very cherful. Hard times has become natural and
no one notice it much. J.F. Holiman is at the hospital. He
is not very sick. He is worn out and needs rest. Brother
James and F. Cargal is not well and some others you are not
acquainted with.

I hope we will come out all rite some day. I am of the
opinion that 6 months will tell the fate of this war and I hope
it will for I am as for peace as I will ever be, but I fear
the result. I see. N. Carolina is running a peace candidate
for Gov., but I dont think that is any sine of peace far one
state alone cant make peace. I think she will get into it
deeper than ever if she dont mind. But as the boyes sayes
I am no general or corporal, so I dont know what is best.
Biddy, we have been getting lots of letters for a fiew days
but it has not come to my turn yet. The boyes has mearly all
got letters but James and Til and I. We havent gzot any yet,
but I hope we will get some soon. I want a late letter from
you as bad as I ever did. I want to know how your crop is
of both wheet and corn and how you ere getting slong. Mrs.
Holliman wrote to John that you was well and doing well.
Biddy, if I live til this seige is over I think I will get
to come home to see you all either on furlow or to stay.

T have said, I think so, this campagn would end the war. Ve
heard from the Capt. thd other day. He is doing well. He said
he hoped to be with us before long, and I hope he will for it
1s harder on me when he is gone. I have Command of the Co.
and have more to do than when he is present. I will close.
You must excuse my uninteresting letter for I cant write much
under the circumstences. Give my love to sll my relatives and
friends and receive for yourself. Kiss Fannie and Martha for
I remein yours as ever.

Wm. M. Stewart.
(see next page). o Biddy E. Stewart & Family.
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(The following page was msiled with letter of Jul. 18th, 1864).

"Biddy, as I havent had opportunity of sending my letter off til
now, ©'will write some more. Affairs are unchanged up til this
morning except that we have had a fipe rain yesterday. Yot
oucht to see how muddy we all are. This morning before more
Soin we were in dust over our shoes, & now we are in mud as deeg.

The Yankees are still sharpshooting and shelling us, snd I fear
will remain at it for some time. It is very dangerous.

Cousin George Wommack was wounded yesterday by a piece of shell.
Elias Turner was mortally wounded the day before. I havent
heard whether he is dead or mot yet. Biddy, I received 3
letters yesterday, 2 from you and 1 from ¥ollie. I was very
much pleased to hear from you all -- that you all were doing
well, and the general news of the settlement. Tho the letters
were not of very late dat £ the 9th and 15th of June,
Mollie's of the 21st of Jun I was glad to hear that you

had a good crop and was getting along with your work smoothly,
however you said your bottom was too wet to work ind very grassy.
T hope you have been cble to clean it out before now. You did
not _say whether your wheat wes good Or not. You said it was
ripe and your Pap is going to cut it for you. I hope you will
be able to get it seved and have halled to the thresner. You
must, tell me in your mext letter how much you made.

Biddy, Jou are often wenting to know whet I want_in the line
of clothing. Dont let that trouble you, for 1f 1 cant get
clothes, I will mot fight. But if you can and want to make
me some clothinz I willbe very proud of them. If I live and
have to stay out mext winter, I will need about 1 suit, coat
pants, socks shirt or 2 shirts. I would like ghe best kind
2o have some colored shirts - — the white ones get dirty so
quick. I can draw plenty of r.lothingi but it is very trifling
and I have all of it toc Sew over. ddy I could send you
some money but I dont suppose you are kneeding it & I dont
¥now when we will draw agein. I had to do without a long
time before we drew and they did not pay me half that was

due me & if a men buys snything here he soon has no momey.

Biddy, you said you were going to start Famny to school.

Thot is what I want you to do. Send her =1l the time there is
a school. Tell the children they will have to take care of
her and try to get her to learn fast.

Biddy, How I would love to be at home this morning to take
some fried chicken and buscuits and milk and butter & to go
out to the fislds & get some watermelons and peaches, but I
could do very well on waat I have here if I could be at home
with you and the babes. So no more. I will send this by
Capt.Bell. Good By.

}. Stewart.
To Biddy E.Stewart.
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"Gamp Newbern, Ala.
Februsry 18, 1862.

Dear friend.

You are still remembered by me, Rebecca, as being
one among my earlyest and dearest friends. febecca when I begin
to write to-you it brings to my mind thousand of things of the
past. And it fills my memory with home and many & cherished
Priend, so that I can hardly collect my thoughts to write any
thing. I very often think of the school house upph the ridge.
That slways makes me think of my days of pleasure that I use
5 enjoy and how things have chenged in a few years. ihen 1
Soed 30 20 to scaool I never thougnt of having to go to the
eroy in such & short time. Even last Christmas was & year
g0, when we all had so mich fun, I never thought of being
hoes in camps.  But all our fun is over. It seems like now
there is a wall betwe n us so thick and high that I con never
see you nor heer from you any more. I almost forget how you
$eek " T¢°1 om cone twelve months I fear I will forget. I
wioh'I had the snbertypes of all the folks up there, then I
Sould Look at them and recollect how they all look up about
Somse T have just bemn thinking of Some songs we use to sing
Om®1 can almost see John's note book on the fire board. Tet
% end sing "Lovely Story" on pege 10k and "Promised Land? on
page 126 and "Hebron” on page 264.  #hen you sing these three
funes ypu may think that I sing them somecimes, but you can
not hear me. I am in my tent and you are at home, a distance
227100 miles, yet you are non the less remembered by me, endif
¥ should not see you in twelve months I will still be tne same
because I do not intent to be mede worse by being in camp, a5
Jong as 1 1ive,  then Ileft home I left to come back as good
was when I left, and if I live I intend to prove failhful
(with the help of God). Becca I do’not know whether T will
go home till my time is out or not. If we are not ordered
from here before the 15th of March, I think I will go home
then for the last time. The probability is we will have
%o do some fighting before we get back home. I guess you
271 have & lonesome time up in old Feyette these worry times.
Becea we have all sorts of time here, some fun and some trouble.
e have all sorts of folks here in camp, but good omes. If T
could see you I would tell you many things, but oll the way
$have -o tell you anything is by writing mow. My object in
writing £o you is nothing more than writing o enother friend.
The boys tried to plague me the other day. They said I had
been writing to you, for they saw the letter taken out of the
office at Fayette, but I &old them they were mistaken. Becca,
¥ am sick with the measles, I cennot write but little at a
time, before I have to ly down, so it takes me a lonz time to
“rite a letters Dan is sick too. We are both sick in the same

3.° °I do not intend to leave here till I get well. I wish
Felt like writing more. I must ly down again. Hay Heaven
bless you is the wish of your friend.

James F. Hollimen".
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"Trenches near Petersturg, Va.
August 3, 1864.

Dear Biddy:

Taroush the Blessings of God I am ngnin permitted to
take my pen to let you know how I am getting «long. My health
is tolerably good & I hope this will reach you in due time &
find you all well & getting along likewlse. Our condition is
unchanged up to this time. We are still in the trenches &
subject to the fire of both sharpshcoters & shells. Taere are
some casualties in our Regt. nearly every day but Co. "H" is
ell rite yet. There was 2 men severely wounded in our Regt.

sterday. Richson of Co. "B" through the neck & Williams of

. A throuch the hips.  2nd Lieut. Fleming of Co. B was
struck with a cannon ball the other day =nd instantly killed.
His hold head torn off.

Biddy, we had an exciting time here last Saturday abowt
dey lite. The yankees blew up one of our batteries zbout a
half mile on our rite.. They tunneled under it X blew it up
with 1000 pounds of powder. Tney blew up about the length
of 3 companies & killed nearly a1l them men of them companies,
and then charged the lines with a heavy force & taken about
5 or 600 yards of our works & held them til evening. Our men
made 2 charges before they got them back. Then we succeeded in
getting them and now hold them. It was a terrible slaughter
& the ‘worst of it all it was negroes that done the fighting
mostly & they cam yelling no quarters to the D. Rebells but they
suffered for it. Our men killed them in piles. The like was
hardly ever seen.

Cur brigade was not charged but it suffered from cannon
and morter fire considerably. All the artilery along the
whole line on both sides was opened and the earth fairly trembles
It was thought that they are tunneling under our brigade and
we have commenced to help them. I think about morning we will
hit some of them. I think that a low down thing but £f they
commence it we will have to do so to. It showed what they
know vhey will get if they charge us.

Biddy I hevent received any letters from you since
I wrote the last time. I got yours written July lst. I am
very anxious to hear. I want to know how vou are getting
along & how your crop is. I heard from Tuscaloosa Co. the
other day. ps are very good. I hope you all have good
crops in old Fayette. O, How I would like to be home this
morning to enjoy your company and get some fruite and water-
melons. We got none here. Little melons as large as my fist
are worth 10 to 15¢. I havent eate one yet. I have to buy
some rations. An officer &% alowed to buy an extra ration.
It is very dear, but I dont consider the money worth anything
to keep and I might as well use it.

Biddy we had a ﬂa!lgn of Truce on the 1st to berry the
dead & we got to see the Yankees. I tell you they poured out

of their works like snts. Taey have 2 stfong lines & we have tut
one, but yet they cant run over us directly. They are the
friendliest felows you ever saw but they eught(gssa}l be hung.
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The boyes are all well. Brother James is with us. The doctor

would not exzmine him. He stayed at the hospital a fiew days

& they sent him back. He is in better health than he was when

he first came back from Abingdon. T.H. South, J.T. Helm (?),

J.L. Hughes & T. Cargal are all well. I recon Capt. Fell is ~
home by now. I heard of him at Opalaca, Ala., on his way. I

hope he will have a good time and get well enuf to come back
Bhertly, but Jimnle & I are doing finley & if we dont get hurt,

T think 'we will some out all rite. Biddy write by the first
oppertunity & tell me 211 the news of the settlement & of your

crop & stock & & c.  Oh Biddy' they have just found the yankees
tunnel under our lines. ‘hey have punched into it. It is under
the 43rd on our right. If we cant stop them we will have a bad
time here in a short time. I think we will stop them & be all
rite. I will close. Give my love to all my relatives & incuiring
friends & receive for yourself. Kis Fanny & Martha for me.

I wish to be remembered in all your petitions & know me to be yours
t1l death, so no more at this time. Good by.

Wm. M. Stewart to
Biddy E. Stewart".

i o FE Mot s 15F Kueud. Lo B

Vo M. Stemnlwes. 2 nakieot .
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7
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"Entrenchments - Petersburg, Va.
Oct. 6. 1864.

Mrs. Biddy E. Stewart:

Dear Companich. —— Tais morning find me well ae ususl, std11

in the ditthes near our former position. HNothing strange has
occured slnce I last wrote you. Thersfore I eant promize to
intersst you with news. There has heen some hard fighting up
~hers but think Ged we did mot get in on it. They have heen
fighting on the right and left, but our portion of the 1ine was
# Very importent cne and we ware not taken out. Ihey fourht on
our right 3 deys aome 2 or 3 miles from us, but there was very
little accomplished on either side further than a great many
lives lost. They now oceupy shout the came sround, both sides,
s before the {izhts so I consider that chere is nething gained
by either on the hight. They also fought on the laft up at
Richmond 2bout vhe same time. The Yanks zoined soma on us thare.
They took Ft. Harrison and several guns & held it and our men
cherzed it twice but feiled each time to carry the fort. Our
loss was severe. Things is uiet mow but cant remoin co long.
There will be a change shortly I think & wast will be the result
Tesnt say but I have my ncticn.  There is che thing I sincerely
hope they may fieht it out without me. I want to s tay right
here wiile they are fizhting & 1 think it would be right.

Ve was 1o 3 of iine % we have done more
the and lost half the

to stay here.  ihey shall us and

% ight befora last by a shell.
It tere ain all to oisces. s nsve baen looking for the ¥anks
to charze us ners but we ars so well [ixed they will meot with

& werm reception if they ccme. Biddy, I received your lettar

of the 11th Sept. ssversl days since. & was very z1ad to hear
thet you was 211 getting slonz well. Thot siazter Anm was

& et

I hope that this mey come ta your hand & rind you all
enjoying tie best of heslth. 1 am looking for & letter from
you. I havent had but cne since the Capt. hsturned. You said
my boots was dena. I hove yeu will nave opportunity of
sending them shortly for I have to be in mud over mv shoes
very often.

The boys of our settlement that are here are wall, but
Brother Jamee is very bad off with Bheuratism -- his leg and
hio. He cant get about at a1l. I went ont and stajd with him
yesterday pert of the day. iis zneral health is batter than
it was sometime ngo but he is in a f1s taat he will not be able
for snytuing this winter. He is going to make applieation to
g0 before the examining board for the rurpose of being retired
but it is undertain chout their doing enything for nim. They
&re so meen. HWhitesides went before the board the other day
2nd they returned him for duty ond seid there was nothing the
matter with him and everbody knows he hasnt been stle to do
duty for two years that knovs znytiing opost him & they do.
James the s:me way. I hope thet they will tregt him with
Justice. If they do, they will send him home, but it is hard
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for a man to get justice here.

Biddy, 1 tried to get some money vestsrdev. I rot one
months wages +80.00 & I owed part of it. I will Send you some
the first chancé. I tried to get mere but could not. They
owe me & rite smart but it seems like it §5 a matter toc zet
them to pay it.  You seid you had saved enuf of fadder to
do you & that you had 2 fipe crop of corm, ress, potatoss &

o dont kaow how giad I am to here thut you are doing so well.

it 1s ahout time to sow waest. You ouzht to Sow 2 rite smart. —
Perhops I will get howe in time to cart it, if I ever dc, =nd

I hope it will. It has been just 12 months to the dey “inee

I 1eft home. I do heps I will'mot have 5o stay out 12 mors,

but it is a gloonmy vrospect for peace 2t this time. I will
tell you one thing, it will be long, 50 I may never 1live ‘o sce
this thingz ended but thosa that do will sse there will nover be
2 zovernments in peace with each othar cut of the old United
States. It will be a continuous werfair while they remain
= t subjucate us but thay eza fisht us 2
bundred years & vig not fix it u I do ncpe and helisve
will mek €I7oTt to brinz sbout a peace scom. Biddy I do
hope that I will get home again. I study a sreast denl about
Jouend the children. Whan I am in such & danzerous place, but

is able to tect me. 1 will put my tr in him & T o

sure ne is 211 my trust yet he mey see (it in hLs Providemce
to trke me off, Lut i€ s0, I have a hops of 2 better world
then this & I hove the gratest hope of saeing vou thera.
let us all live rite that we may not be afrald to dle at any
times T wil) nave 5o elose for want of apacs by aavinz T hope
to ses you agaln soon so L shnll ever romember. Yours

Wm. M. Stewart

To Biddy K. Stewsrt™,
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"41st ila. Regt. in Trenches,
Petersburg, Va.
October 23, 1364

¥rs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Biddy: ks I have sn opportunity of sending a letter to
Tuscaloosz by hand, I will write a few lines. started a
letter on the 21st but as it is uncertein about its going
through I will write a little. I received yours of the 3rd
and the 20th and was very glad to hear from you oll. I
answered it the next dey so yow much not look for 2 long
letter this time. I am tolerably well and the boyes sre all
well that are here. MNothing new has occured since I wrote the
other day. This is the 3rd Sunday, the dey you said &
protracted meeting commenced st lickraw's Caurch. O how glad
woudd be tc be thers this evening, but instead of being
at church I am setting down in the picket line writing. I
have just been out to dinner and we had turnips & scop for
dinner & I :te so much that I hardly can write but I recond
you can read it. Eiddy I havent any news to write for I wrote
you 211 the news the other day. Taings is going on nere about
as they have been for a long time.

Biddy you spoke of selling yourbeeves. I wrote to you zbout
that but lest you dont get that letter I will say to you to
kill one of them ond save the other til snother year & dont
te afraid of them being pressed. If anybody undertskes to
press them be sure to gave the hides for I had rather have
the hides than the meat. Tell Puss I started James' letter
to him the other day. I heard from him on the 21lst, but I
wrote sbout him in my letter of that date. He was very bad
off, not able to get sbout. We had z pretty smert shelling
last evening. There was one man killed in cur Regt. & one
wounded. Eoth belong to Co. D. The 2 men of our Co. that
deserted are with us now doine duty. I want you to be sure
to writs by every chance to send by hend. I am looking for
Ellis and Prater. I hope to zet some things from home when
they come. I need some boots & a coat very bad. Tho we have
very nice weather for this season. I will close. Give my
love to all relatives & inouiring friends and receive for
yourself. Kiss Fannie & Hartha for me. I hope this will find
you all well. May Cod bless you.

Farewell.

Wm. M. Stewart.
To Biddy E. Stewart”.





image72.jpeg
"Alst Ala. Regt. in Trenches,
Petersburg, Va.
October 31st, 1864,

Hrs. Biddy E. Stewart.

Dear Companion. It is through the mercies of kind
Providence tiat I an sgein permitted to address vou &

few lines that you may know how I an. My health is
totally good and I am yet unhurt by the Yanks, so I zm
doing very well The boys are all well that you are
acquainted with. I havent heard from Brother James
since I wrote to you. I have been looking for a letter
from him for several days but havent got any yet. I hope
to get one soon. I am very uneasy about him. I havent
had 2 letter from you in sometime. I am looking for some
of the boyes in from home but it seams that they are very
slow in coming.

Biddy I havent =ny news of interest. There has been some
hard fighting on our right and left » few days ago, but did
not last 1onﬁ We was successful, that is, we held our
position. e Yenks made the attgct. Ve have been
expecting them to attact us for several nishts and have
been looseing 2 heap of sleep but they havent yet. Iwas

on the picket line last night and sat up all nizht. They
dont 21llow an officer to sleep a wink on picket. He are

so closs to the Yanks that we have them to wach very close.
It is about 25 yds. fron one line to the other. They ran
in to the line on our right the other night and taken off
some of our men, but our men saved as many of them. The
boys hes just drawn money and they are in 2 fine jest humor.

November 1, 1864.
Alright this morning. 1 men killed late yesterday afternoon.
Wiley Thompson ofCo. F shot throush the head. There is 2
men of our Regt. %o be shot for desertion. Both belong to
Go. E. 1 of them is to be shot this day week. They are
trying to get the other one reprieved. The two of our
Company that deserted has to loose 13 months poy, ride a
wooden horse 2 hours every Saturdey for 3 months, wear a ball
end chain 3 months and a card of desertion on their backs
and forfeit =11 cleims to a furlow during the wer. General
Lee remitted the ball and chein snd the card of desertion.
The rest of thé centence will be executed. —

I i1l close 2s I have written 1l thet would interest you.

I hope this will reach you in due time end find you 211 well.

$ive my respects to all relatives and inouiring friends.
remain

Yours very sffectionately,

Wm. M. Stewart.
To Biddy E.

Barewell,
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"Fayette C.H. Ala. April 20, 1874.

Dear Brother and Sister.

After a delay out one month I have arrived
at the conclusion that I ought to write a few lines to let
you know howwe are doing here. We are doing almost nothing,
it reins so much. Had a very gentls winter. Cows in zood
condition and worth $20. cow and calf. Fruit is not killed
yet. Corn is ¥l. yet. Wneat looks fine, very good for this

I neve all my old place in wheat but about_one

#illiam, Joe Smith would not pay for your colt and I
took him in Jsnuary. I offered to take $25. for him but cou}d
not get it. Joe ought to nwve been whipped for the way he
treated him. The colt hed vermin in his back like you have
seen in cows backs,-- what we call "Wolves™ and lice innumerable.
He was without feed or shelter. I have brought him ssfely
through and I think 47 he is not diseased, he will meke a very
good little poney. I want to sell him but I do not intend to
sell him for 40 dols. I intend for you to have what Joe was
£o pay you and I want 10 for taking the nits off of him. I do
not think your Corbet note will be with O. I think I and Ed
have agreed for the bargsin to be extended for one yesr longer ..
and if the horse gets well at that time he is to pay the note.
I saw the horse last Saturdey. I do not think his foot will
get well at all. He can pull the plow some znd can be rode
some, but he is lame.  #illiam, Old Bet has one of the nicest
Stallion colts in this Country. He is the Brag coclt of this
settlement. John Burns horse is the sire. I have collected
none of the accts. you left with me. Nancy Mize denies part ¥
of the account against her and says it is §3.40 instead of
+4.00. I took ner note. O.P. Godfrey has get the loan @nd I
have his note. Bobo says he will pay his but 1 doubt him.
He is a bad egg I dare sayh  Asburry and Tilmon psid your
kother's Doctor bill end divided the remainder ecqually between
themselves. All of us labered with them to get them to fix it
up that way for it was about to be on ugly thing. William all
of your relatives here are weil so far as I know. ¥rite often,
you and Eiddy. I dont went to wait so lomg for @ letter.
merber us to all the relatives there ond Mr. Burrow and family
when you see them.

Your Brother, J.F. Hollimsn

Note: This letter was written to Wm. /i, Stewart and wife Biddy,
in Texas, by William's brother-in-law, J.7. Holliman, who had
merried lebeccs Utley Stawart. The br. Burrow referred to
could have been dube Burrow, or probably, his uncle.





image74.jpeg
"Boons Creek, ¥ise Co. Tex.
December 16, 1875.

James & febecca Hollman.

Dear Brother & sister. I will try to write vou a few
lines to let you know how we are getting along, Me and
the children are well. Williem died 27th Oct with new
monie. He was tuken with 8 chlll on Wednesdey morning

& died the noxt wodnesday night. He 1ived 8 days. 4

pain struck him at the hesrt. In the evening after he

was token in the meraing & lested all night. The Docter
stoped 1t with morphine as soon &8s he zot hers. That was
about sun up the next morning. The fever gave way the

5th day & we £11 thought he was getting well. ilis mouth
cleared up well and ho was doing very (well)as we all
thought until about one mimute before he died. I recon

2 pain struck him at his heert and stoped his breath. He
tried three timos to caotch his breath. e never strugled.
He told me all the time e would not get well. William
hes been satisfied ever since bofore we left there thet

he could not live to se hls children. He did mot fesr
death but craved to live to see them grown. He telked

a gratedesl to me before he was teken sick stout me being
awoy from my cornestion. He wes sfraid I weold become
diesatified away here, He would talk atout how hard it
would be for ze tc mske o 1iving theire & how much easier
T could live here. Ho new I was satisfied when ne was
with me. le told me the thet he died that I had
friends that would uch for me as eny of my
connection could do. 1 cen tell you thest nobody can kmow
my grief until they have the trisls that I have bad.
record things 2re not so bad but what they could De worse.
The children & myself had measels l:st ¥ay & I relapsed
with new mony. 1 wes 5 days that 1 hed to Le turned in
the bed. The Doctor thouzht t 1 would die. I did not
tidok so, bu Did. I was sparsd for the childrens sake,
I recon & am s Stout as ever. We have plenty to live on
for ore year. I have got a msn by une neme of dorams to
meke 2 crop. Le will clear 12 acres & I am to have 1/2
thet we make on it. 1 am to pay for splitting the rails.
e are going to plant it in cotbon & he picks his 1/2
cotton. I have 15 acres in wheat & we nave 4 in barleys
He has gone to Jsllas with my cotton mow. 1 had zbout 36
nundred in the seed. We hawvs 15 or 20 acres of Uld land

to tend. I do not know what pert of that he will get.

We nave not made any contract atout it. «illism thought
more of him than any man ha keww. Erother Jim is very sick
now. e has not b een able to work since last May.
measels settled on nis lungs. fe coughs very bad. He cant
live iong if he gets well mow. Hary has very good health.
She has a very pretty babe. Jim sold ais land to Cousin
Rufe Stewart & Chip Uodson Cousin. Mary & family will get
here about the 9th of Jauary. She will settle 11/2 miles
beiow us on Boons Creek. I do wish some of you would come to
see us 1f you was to see this country you would be shure
to move. Here a man cen put 50 acres in cultivation & have
as easy =3 he can 10 there & then it never wares out.

I will write when we Set a time for the fumersl to be
preached & I went some of you to come if you will come I
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will woit until summer. I have not dome anything toward
administering. #m. did not want it administered on but if it
had to be dome to do it myself. I am going to see a Lawyer
sbout it. Ii{is name is Nowton. He isa Baptist Preacher.

He helped to hold & protracted meeting laet Summor here.
Willisn thought he was the smertest men he eyer saw & the
best Freacher. He is a Fason & a Crenger. T have

cormenced to RAXN join the Grangers. 1 hrve not gome through.
I will close for tomight . children have company &
they ars makeing 21) the fuss they cin. Lizszie is fat &nd
harty and spoilt!

This is the 19. I dated my letter rcng last Sunday
I hevs teen away from homs s11 the week. 1 stayed with Jim
2s long s he lived. He died Thursday nizht. was in his
right mind as long =s he lived. He talked a great desl
about dying. He was prepored for death. Yhen we told him
the Doctor said he could not lived he sayed he wished he
could sing & sung there is & lend of pleasure, where the
stresms of joy fovever roll & c. He cunz i iines & then
quit. HMary is coming bick there as socn 2s_she can get off
& she can tell you 21l about everything. I am pestered
S0 bad I cant write. Gousin Jim Dodson & family got to my
idey. They moved into Jims house this evening.
s moved into ® house close Lo Mr. Kings. Sie wemts
with me until she could et off, but the neizhbors
talked us out of staying together. Jim, I went you to
write soon 43 you get this & let me inow how you ere getilng
sloug & whether you have ccllected any money or not; I am
owing =ore then I con vay. 'm Luryine clothes 4 coffin cost
$39 #2 & 12 Cts & the Doctor bill is 50 dollars. Thst is
211 I am owl: I have sold my cotton at 111/2 Cts. I had
170. 1eft =ftor buying me groceries. My tex will be sbout
20 I have hogs plenty to wake my meat. 1 have 16 head
of cattle including the oxons. 1 have but one mare, the
other cne died. I have 20 head besides my meet hogs. I will
close. Good by. I went you #11 to pray for me thet I mey
be able to traim my childcen right. ve are sll well. Fanny
says tell you she is well satisfied here. Tell all to write.

Biddy Z. Stewart.

(Note above letter was on ruled paper, in ink. There were
no punctustions, and berimning of Senidmences were not
capitelized. Spelling where ever possible uas the sams
a3 used in the letter. Punctuation was added by me. CRH)
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Dear William. ‘ee are 21l well at this time hoping when this
comes to hand it will find you enjoying the same blessing.
¥illiem I am getting slong better then I expected I wood.
Gatherine i Staying me now. I am not afraid much. We have
very dry wether. fe have got the crop along very well. We
will finish plowing next week. William I am .....

J. (or I) Taylor is weiting on me. Vm. the hor: have
mended since you left. The Hogs are not doing very well.

3 of them have the blind stagzers but they have got most
well. I thousht one of them wes dead. It ceme home last
night. ¥illiam, the Yell has dried up. We have to toat the
water from the spring up 2t the corner of the field towards
Paps. 1 sent a letter to you yesterdey, Williem I want
to see you very bad. If I could see you I could tell you
more in zn hour than I could yrite in o week. I wish you could
zet to come home & see us. You dont know how bed I miss
you, but if we never meet on this earth I hove we will meet
in a better world. The weather is gemerally good up hear.
1 have not seen eny of your Pa's family cince you left home.
Pap comes to sec me often. I have not been over their since
you left. I em afraid to leave home to stay all knight. I
have had plenty of company. Martha is as pretty as ever.
Fanny says she wants to see Pap. I must close. I remain
your affectionate wife untill death.

Biddy E.Stewert to William M. Stewart

(Mote: This letter writtemn in ink on ruled paper, was
folded to make its own envelope, and addressed to fir. Williem
e Stexart, Tuscrlooss, Mlabama. It vas evidently written
in 1862,
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ar Biddy. This leaves me well & getting on smothly & I
hope when this comes to hand it will find you & the children
well. T havent more to write of intersst. Trere is & great
of news hesr from different dirsctions, but I supose

it is the seme way up there. Biddy we have tite times down
here and we have ihe strickest rules that I ever heard of

in any regiment sand our Licu. Col. burphee is a citizen of
©his placs & he makes rules to suit the Town. We have the
most of our ood to tost 1/2 mile & water to toat a quarter
& we cont get out of camp only on cirten busnes. I cant

get to zo to sse the sick. I tride to get to go see Billy
yesterday but I {corner torn off). I neard from him (corner
torn off), he was botter he (cormer torn off). Biddy there is
some (corner torn off) ing here next Fridsy & zoing to
Columbus Miss & I dont care how soon for we have but 1little
accomodition here. W, heve ... time drilling in our Company.
We hove zot powerful oficers. Yell Eiddy it aint no use to
talk about them, they are zood men, but such officers you
never sew, I dont recon, but Biddy dont tell nc body that

1 said so, or it mite get back to camp rite off. Biddy I am
getting along bett Tn then I expected. We have -lenty of beef
& bread & some other little things. I dont know when I will
see you agoin.  You must do the best you con and write to
me often & tell me all sbout T1ings. The boyes are well up
that you know but (eorner torn off) some of them (corner torn
off) I must close (corner torn off) on zard in a min.

I sent Fanny & artha a book. Tell Fanny to learn her leters.
(above in ink, bal of letter written in pencil, - vary faded)
cnd when I come home I will get her another book. I am now
carding the old Yankeys. I dont inow whether I will get to
come home before the war emds or not but I hope I will get to
come then. I will close. Kiss Fanny & dortha for me &
receive one for yourself. Cive my respects to all my relstives
& friends, so nothing diore. Good By.

Wm. M. Stewart".





