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wasting away under the enemy’s fire. I may aiso be permitied to
state the fact that whilst we husband our ammunition and the
enemy are thinming our ranks with comparative impunity-our men
being compelled simply o suffer and endure-a moral effect is
‘being produced which may prove very detrimental to our future
success.”

Johnson’s words proved prophetic. Gracie’s command lost the equivalent of a full
company in casualties (23 dead and 58 wounded) during the month of July. Death and injury to a
comrade became an almost daily occurrence to the men of the 41* Alabama.

‘The day was Friday, July Sth. The Yankees maintained a heavy rate of ifle fire across the
lines. The men of Company B were resting down behind the breastworks, apparently safe from
the shooting The hum of the Minie balls could be heard as the deadly missiles zipped by over-
head. Then, a loud, cracking sound was sbruptly heard. Suddenly, Private Comelius “Neal”
Holliman keeled over. A Union bullet had hit a tree limb and ricocheted downward fatally striking
Comelius Holliman's head

His horrified comrades and cousin, John Thomas Holliman (Company H), who witnessed
Neal Holliman’s death, kept watch over his body until nightfall. The 41* Alabama was about one-
third mile from Cemetery Hill, which was well within range of Union snipers. Under cover of
darkness, a burial detail quietly moved the body to the Blanford Cemetery. Wrapped in a blanket,
Cornelius Holliman was buried in an unmarked grave.* The killing and wounding of 41" soldiers
continued unabated.

Rifle fire also wounded Private James Benson (Company D) on July 9, 1864. Two days
later, Lieutenant Anson Royeroft (Company A) fell wounded. Upon release from the hospital,
both men received 60-day furloughs to go home and convalesce. Two additional men were shot
on July 13th. Private Benjamin Moore (Company F) received a serious shoulder wound. W.A.
Robinson’s (Company K) wounds were initiall treated at the Petersburg Hospital and within days
he transferred to the Chimborazo medical complex in Richmond. The 41 suffered one combat
fatality when James Smith (Company B) fell dead from a sniper’s bullet. Colonel Stansel added
two soldiers to the casualty list. James Long (Company B) died of llness on July 4th. Suffering
from a “bilious fever,” Bill Brownlee (Company T) had been hospitalized at Howard’s Grove in
mid-May. He never mended and passed away in mid-July. The stress and tension of on-going
fighting and exposure to bursting shells is reflected in a mid-July letter sent from Lt. William M.
Stewart’s (Company H) to his wife Biddy:

1am very tired of living in the ground. We have 10 keep our heads
low and they shell us all the time from their morters. We have
boom proofs dug in the ground and covered with logs and dirt.
They kill some of our men every day. We have lost 1 killed today
and 3 wounded. 1 of them mortaly in our Regt. I don’t know what
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