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W
Charles and Prudence Carnan, of Reading, in Berkshire, England, The
chart which follows may serve to explain the lineage:

Charles Carnan =
of Reading, Ber

3oin Larmen

'3d husband ‘

55
4 7: Priscilla Hill

I
= Rebecea Dorsey

Capt. Charles Ridgel
1788-1730 17391812

5. p. 5. p.
L of Hampton 2./ (ldest daw. of Caleb)
1782

| 2
Charles Ridgely Carnan = Priscilla Dorsey

1760- 1520 17621814
(alias Charles Carnan Ridgely) ~(youngest dau. of Caleb)
Gen. and Gov. of Md.

Now, Priscilla Dorsey, the ** war bride " of Lieut. Robert Wilmot of
Baltimore County, was married 9 October, 1781; or just one year before
the marriage of Priscilla Dorsey (daughter of Caleb), 4g, Charles Ridgel;
Cacnan (afterward known as Charles Carnan Ridgely) . TE 15 Tmpossible
that these two Priscillas were one and the same person, due to the fact that

Priscilla Wilmot signed as a witness to the will of Capt. Charles Ridgel
0.1790), dted I ApL. 1756, (Balto: Wil Bok No- - TaTios 50 o
seq.) and, Turther, that the Caplain’ cbecca Ridgely (née
Dorsey), in her will dated 22 Apl. 1811 and proved 3 Oct. 1812, be-

ueat namesake ~ Rebecca Vitmot; 7 of Robert and
Priscilla Wilmot [of Ke i two tundred pounds current
‘money of Maryland " (Baltimore Will Book No. 9, folio 265). The—
Wilmot-home in Bourbon County, Ky., was situated near the railroad
which runs between Paris and-Eexington, abouttenmiles northeast of the
latter place.

According to Maryland and Kentucky sources, Robert and Priscilla
(Dorsey) Wilmot bad issuc as follows:

1. William, b. 2 Apl. 1783; d. 1834, unmarried.
/ 2. Rebecca, b. 3 June 1785; married Joel B. Scott of Franklin Co,, Ky.,
and had issue.
3. Charles, b. 25 Nov. 1786; died in infancy.
4. Charles, b. 27 Apl. 1788. No record.
5. Robert, b. 5 Jan. 1791 ; married Miss Mansfield and had issue.
i 6. Polly, b. 3 Nov. 1792; married Philemon Price and removed to
llinois.
7. Sarah, b. 13 Aug. 1794; married (1)—Flint, (2)—Chenowith,
(3)—Samucl Hitt.
8. Priscilla, b. 20 Mch. 1798; married Richard Keene of Scott Co.,
Ky., and had issue.
9. Nancy, b. 17 Aug. 1799; married Danicl Stephens and removed to
Indiana.
10. John, b. 26 May 1802; dicd young.
11. John Fletcher, b. 13 Jan. 1806; married Harriet ——,

Wi (W;( PRISCILLA DORSEY FAMILY 409

There were several * Priscillas” in the Dorsey family of Maryland,
which has been a prolific one, cspecially in the counties of Anne Arundel,
Baltimore and Howard. The Dorsey’s spread themselves through town,
hamlet and countryside, and it has been said that even " the woods were
Full of them.” Can anyone solve the problem of the parentage of Mrs.
Priscilla (Dorscy) Wilmot?
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Society and State Archivist, has published exhaustive studies
of the formation of counties, in which changes of name may bo
followed in chart form. Confusion.of names is thus lessened
and it is easier to follow the lines of the small area we are
studying on the maps in Mrs. Nugent’s wonderful work on
early grants (Cavaliers and Pioneers).

For the prosent let us consider only the eight miles of Eliza-
beth River, with its Western Branch coming in north of Ports-
mouth and its Enstern Branch south of Norfolk. Any map
shows clearly the Western Branch and the James River; be-
tween the two was one of tho numerous crecks called Broad,®
and on this were located Matthow Howard mnd Tis wifo Ann,

n Nugent there 18 wo Turther mention of Howard but Robert
Taylor figures five times as a” headright. According to printed
;uords Taylor was on the Broad Creek a year before Matthew

oward, although Taylors western boundary ss recorded
¥ebruary 8, 1637, was Matthew Howard. fn_Mngs,

Howard’s grant on tha Westetn Branch of Elizabeth River i

bounded north he Broad Creek.
@E‘W‘ (from west to east) were seated
Edward Llo; ichard Owen, and Cornelius Lloyd.

(8) Wright were just below Cornelius Lloyd; to these threo
men Cornelius Lloyd assigned Edward Darsey’s name in threo
distinet grants. The nssignmentmmj;;;d by Nimmo,
those to Browne and Fleetwood are given in Greer, but we can
scarcely consider theso as primary. Wright also used his name,
and Parrott, living near Bennett, used the names of several
persons whose headrights are mentioned with Dorsey’s in
assignments.

The dato at which a headright was presonted in court with a
demand for land, is apparently of littlo account, but what does

MARYLAND GENEALOGIES

* There were many crecks called Broad everywhere. On the morth side
of Weatern Branch, maps show thres creeks and local historians say the
name here should indicate that it was the broad creck of the three—i.e.
the middle one, which is not more than three miles from the junction of
the Western Branch with Elizabeth River proper.

4
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matter is that headright names were generally those of close
eighbors or of persons who had arrived together. Whatever
he reason for this—it might be due to restricted means of
communication—the fact is of real value in group study.

Thero are four assignments in which twenty-two names
appear and the question is—who assigned them? Cornelius
Lloyd? All the names are those of near neighbors and Lloyd
demanded and received 8000 acres. If he brought at one time
such a large number of headrights, the Land Office records
should show the grant. It does not; therefore the grant is not
in Mrs. Nugent’s book. But it is found in the Minutes of Lower
Norfolk County Court, under date of 15th December, 1642.

Because of the contiguity of these lands and people, it seems
a Teasonable inference that the majority wero mewcomers at
about that date. The records of this locality ° for some ten
years, when it was Lower Norfolk County (organized in 1637),
were read for me three times and I have myself read them in
the Virginia Historical Magazine, from a transcript made years
ago by Judge John H. Porter, Commissioner in Chancory. In
1897 the New England Historical and Genealogical Register,
Vol. 47). published Lea’s “Headrights of Lower Norfolk
County,” in three sections, with many fine notes. These two
printed lists preserve the sisty numbered names of Cornelius
Lloyd’s grant of 1642.°

When I first knew the record at Portsmouth, the latter part
of Edward Dorsey’s name was still legible—no. 16. Now three
holes, shown in a tracing made at that time, have grown larger
end nothing beyond no. 21 is visible at all. I owe to Mr.
C. F. McIntosh, Mr. F. W. Sydnor of the State Library, and
to Mrs. Bessie H. Ball, formerly of the clerk’s office, the minute
transeriptions which attest the fact that Cornelius Lloyd used
Edward Dorsey’s headright as early as December 15, 1642.
But for these carly copies this bit of essential evidence would
be completely lost.

* Prior to this date “burned when Bacon ‘fired’ Jumestown.”—James

City County records.
1 The actual grant pf 8,000 acres he transferred to Captain John Sidney.
hY
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Internal evidence from the four assignments, the combina’
tion of grants and the use of the same names interchangeably,
lead me to believe that Edward Dorsey was already in that
locality, and with people whom Le knew, before 1642. The
known fact that ng};m “ two persons
unnamed ” suggests the tantalizing possibility that one could
hwzﬂ%n@ey. The date of the grants, 1637-1638,
would make the boy of thirteen in the year 1632 about seven-
teen or cighteen at that time. He could legally hold land at
the age of sixteen, but ovidently ho did not. Cornelius Lloyd’s
use of his name as o headright in 1642, when Lidward Dorscy
was twenty-three makes the suggestion rather doubtful, but not
impossible.

Many of the associated names of neighbors appear in the
passenger list of the Globe (see Hotten), but not Dorsey’s, so
that it is more than probable that he was even then with the
persons to whom he and his family clung in all their wander-
ings for three generations—the Howards and the Owings
(Owens). We have documentary proof that the Owens ante-
dated 1637. True, this Richard Owen had no children, but he
himself went to the second Howard-Dorsey settlement in Mary-
land. T Y i

It is at first confusing to find the name of William Julian as
a landholder on both the Western and the Eastern branch of

" Elizabeth River. We are now considering ouly the Western

. branch, and Julian’s first dividend was on the South side of
James River toward Jordain’s Journey, next to Taylor and
Parker. Thus we have the group on the Western Branch
composed of :

Juliun, Taylor, Edward Lloyd," Cornelius Lloyd, and Owen;

Lwen, P Bennett, Munldin, Brice;

Wright, Brown, Fleetwood, Larrott (next to Beunett) ;

Darcie as a headright only.

1 Kdward Lloyd's history is well kuown; he married (1) Alice Crouch,

(2) Franees Walking, (3) Orace Parker. Mauldin was the son of Grace

Parker Lloyd. Owen we find as u witness of the will of John Watkins at
the Chapel of Ease.

e~
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On the Eastern Branch of Elizabeth River.

William Julian, “antient planter,” is shown by recorded
grants to have acquired six hundred acres “on the South side
of Eastern Branch of Elizabeth River containing three necks,
one neck being on the Southward turning of said river” He
sold two necks to Robert Taylor. On the back of this deed is the
record of Taylor’s sale of two hundred acres to Edward
Dorsey.™*

Thus emerges the actual title quoted by Mr. Melntosh.

The land lies on Ferry Point, once offered to the United
States for a capital-site, and sometimes called Washington
Point. Iere is Kdward Darcie’s land, so close to the site of
the Chapel of Ease that today it is spoken of as “ ten minutes
away,” across the blue waters of the Eastern Branch.

Lower Norfolk County records, beginning in 1637, afford
not only the first documentary proof of Darcic’s location in
Amorica but evidence concerning a mumber of the neighbors
end friends associated with him here and later in Maryland.
Thomas Tod was one of these, a justice and vestryman of Eliza-
beth River Parish. Tod’s first grant in 1637 was close to
Julian’s, Taylor’s and Darcie’s holdings, being defined as ““ On
the South side of the Eastern branch of Elizabeth River about
six miles from the mouth of said branch.” This is measuring
from the almost rectangular confluence of the Eastern and
Southern branches opposite Portsmouth. Elizabeth River in
itself is very short, encircling Lambert’s Point (known as the
«glebeland ”) and entering James Bay. Six miles from the
mouth of “said branch ” is therefore a well defined location.
Nowhere else could there have been necks on the south side.

Thomas Tod had a sccond grant in 1638, “ between Captain
Thomas Willonghby and Captain Adam Thorogood ” up to the
back ereek called Little Creck, including “a fresh water pond
and an Indian ficld.”  On Thorowgood land is a house built in
1636, now being advertised for sale as  the oldest brick house

34 Tuylor's deed from Julian is in Lower Norfolk County records, Book B,
page 127, &
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Office (Liber II, [Margin Liber G G] (98)) reads: “(125)
Edward_Dorsey assigns to George Yate 400 acres: War-
rant XTI November M. D. C. L. (1650) ; to Edward Dorsey
for 200 acres of land the which he assigned away as followeth: |
a8 also 200 acres more part of a warrant for 400 acres granted
John Norwood and Edward Dorsey dated xxiiij February
MDCLi (1651); said Dorsey of County of Ann[sic] Arun-
dell, Boatwright, consideration already received, all my right,
title, interest, claim and demand of an—in & warrant for 200
acres of land bearing date sixteen hundred and fifty [so written
out] and also to 200 acres moro heing the ono half of a warrant
for 400 acres, the one half belonging to Capt. Norwood bearing
date one thousand six hundred fifty one unto George Yate, etc.”

The date of this assignment, duly signed and sealed, is April
23, 1667 and the witness is John Howard, eldest son of the
Virginia Matthew and Ann Howard. A year later (August 24,

~1668) There 18 & decd filed From Yate to Dorsey for sixty-eight
acres of the above “Dorsey” tract. In the same year one
James Connoway assigned back the  right for 1000 acres ” to
George Yate, who transfers sixty acres to “ Darsy.” George
Yate was deputy surveyor and the sixty acres “ called Dorsey ”
are described as  beginuing at a bounded pine upon a point”
and running up the Severn to “a Coave called Freeman’s up
said cove to the line of the land of Capt. John Norwood,” ete.

All these transactions of 1667 and 1668, together with the
fact that Edward Lloyd’s grants, assignments, or whatever they
were galled, are not on record anywhere, raise many questions.
Tt is contended that the Edward Dorsey who signed the records
of 1667-1668 may have been-the son Edward. This is highly
improbable, since Edward Dorsey the younger could not have
had land in Lis own right from warrants cited of 1650 and
1651, nor did he ever name himself as “boatwright” in the
documents known to bear his signature.

Those who deny that the record quoted was signed by Edward
Dorscy, Senior, arguo from the story many times repeated that
he was drowned in 1659. No evidence has ever been produced
to prove this: there is an authentic record of an Edward Dorsey

Yo

< %)
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who was drowned, but who the person was, or whether the name
may be mistakenly recorded cannot be determined.

It is clear that the signer of the 1667-1668 deeds was the
father Edward Dorsey, and as further testimony that he was
alive after 1659 is a document assigning land—the Bush-Man-
ning tract—bought by “my father Edward Dorssy from
Thomas Marsh in 1661.” This same land is later confirmed to
Manning in a warrant and power of attorney to Sheriff Stockett
from Colonel Edward Dorsey, the son, giving these facts.

At all events the property “ called Dorsey ” remained in the
family aftor 1668 and until Margarct Tarkin, the second wifo
of Colonel Edward Dorsey, and her second husband, John
Tornel, sold it to Williain Bladen in 1706. It figures in
Bladen’s long rent roll'and the title passed to the United States
(from Reese and wife) in 1867, under the name of “Straw-
berry Hill Farm ” or Dorsey Enlarged, meaning that the tract
comprised sixty-seven acres.

The site of the original Naval Academy was bought by the
Army in 1808 and used as Fort Severn until 1848, when it
was transferred to the Navy. The section including Bluff
Point or Cemetery Point, which was a part of the Dorsey tract,
is only nineteen years younger than Tod’s Harbor as the site
of the Naval Academy. This is common knowledge in Anna-
polis, now proved by existing documents, but hitherto generally
ignored by writers.

It is perhaps inevitable that historic towns should drop old
names as they grow, but it is perplexing and annoying to the
student of old times. Bloomsbury Square in Annapolis is an
instance. The name was formerly given to a tract west of St.
Johw’s College, which is now a region of mean houses. In its
hoyday it belonged to Colonel Edward Dorscy, presumably
bought from Thomas Tod, but the deeds in proof of it were lost
in a fire.

The Committee for the Restoration of Colonial Annapolis
Las prepared u map of tho old sites and on this, Bloomsbury
Square abuts at the southwest on the small circle where St.
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to allow the Dorseys the privileges of “the woods and the
Spring.” This stands as law to the present day; none may ho
shut off from the only fresh water, nor from the only road
available to reach the outside world, i

Driving on around the base of the point on Ramsey Road
and up to the first terrace in the cemetery, it is easy to picture
what a scene of peace and beanty spread before the eyes of that
Edward Dorsey who once stood here, Lven the eleven sea-
plancs resting on the placid waters below are no discordant
note.

Going on to the second terrace one finds the Post-Graduate
School and Hospital of the Naval Academy and the golf course;
one returns by another bridge over the sparkling waters of
Dorsey’s Creck to St. Anne’s Church and its cemetory in the
Annapolis of today, which again recall times long gone.

It is more dificult to travel forward from those wilderness
days to the bustling present, but one reflects with satisfaction
that there could be no more beantiful fruition than this modorn
institution devoted to youth, courage and advancement—yet
not unmindful of the past. ‘

PRISCILLA OF THE DoRsEYs: A CENTURY-OLb MysTERY
By FrANcis B. CULVER

Family traditions are often untrustworthy, as the experien i
g S oty 0 vl gl
ment in the case of a young man who desired to join an hereditary patriofic
society in the right of a Revolutionary War ancestor.  Accordipl 1o b
family tradition, that ancestor was said to have been a " Genengi Z: th‘s
Army, who served seven years and was wounded five times.” Tngetinti
revealed the actual facts of the case were as follows: The aneegtes s
drafted, at the age of sixteen years, in the county milita; later, he serec
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as a wagonmaster for less than a year when he caught the smallpox, was
invalided to his home and never returned to the service. His name does
not appear on the extant military rolls, but it is recorded in the files of the
Pension Office at Washington, where the facts are given in detail. How
this utterly false family-tradition started, no one ap‘[:e:us to know. It may
have been merely a hoax on the part of someone unknown.

Another instance of false tradition bears upon a problem of a_genealo-
gical sort. Among the files of an old newspaper known as the Common-
wealth, published at Frankfort, Franklin County, Ky., in the issue dated
3 Sept. 1839, an obituary notice appears, which reads as follows: *

* Another patriot of the American Revolution gone. Colonel
Robert Wilmot departed this life at his residence in Bourbon county,
Ky., on the 20th of August last, at the advanced age of 82 years.

“'When but 18 years of age he was commissioned by the Legis-
lature of Maryland (his native State) a Licutenant of Artillery, in
which capacity he immediately joined the Revolutionary army and
ccntinuedpln active service until the close of the war; during which
time his patriotism and valor were signally displayed in the battles
of Monmouth, Ver Planck’s Point, Gates' Defeat and Stony Point.
When 24 years of age he was united in marriage to Miss Priscilla
Dorsey, daughter of the Hon. Caleb Dorsey of Maryland;* and in
the year 1786 came with his family to Kentucky and scttled on a large
and fertile tract of land in Bourbon county, which he occupied until
his decease, and upon which he reared a family of four sons and five
daughters,” etc,, etc.

This obituary was signed with the initials R. W. S, [Robert Wilmot
Scott, a grandson and namesake of the deceased].

The Wilmots were a well known and highly respected family of Balti-
more County, connected by intermartiage with the Cromwells, Merrymans,
Talbots, Towsons, Owings, Gittings, Bowens, and other prominent old
families of that county.®

*" Colonel " Robert Wilmot was born in Baltimore County, Md., on 25
Dec. 1757. He married, by license dated 8 Oct. 1781, one Priscilla
Dorsey, whose father most certainly was nor " the Hon. Caleb Dorsey
as stated in the obituary notice cited above. For, anyone who knows the
history of " Hampton,” that fine old estate near Baltimore, is cognizant of
the fact that Priscilla Dorscy, youngest of the ten children of the Hon.
Caleb Dorsey, Jr., " of Belmont ™ (by his wife Priscilla Hill), married on
17 Oct. 1782, at Old St. Paul's Church, Baltimore, Charles Ridgely
Carnan,* son of John and Achsah (Ridgely) Carnan, and grandson of

*See Register of the Ky. State Historical Society, Vol. 27 (Jan. 1929) p. 446.

*The italics are the writer's.

> Sec Md. Hist. Magazine, V, 333. i .

« Conformable to a provision in the will of his childless uncle, Captain Charles
Ridgely, dated 7 Apl. 1786, young Carnan adopted the name * Charles Carnan
Ridgely” and was also styled * of Hampton.”
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Charles and Prudence Carnan, of Reading, in Berkshire, England. The
chart which follows may serve to explain the lineage:

Charles Carnan = Prudence

1736
Charles Ridgely = Rachel Howsrd _ Caleh Dorses,  Priscli H
of Reading, Berks. -1772 17104 >

“ of Belmont

] i 1
John Carnan = Achea Ridgely Capt. Chales Ridely = Ribekea Doreey
24 husband. 1720 1733-1790 17381812

d.5.p. s p.

“of Hampton ™ (oldest da. of Caleb)
1 178!

Charles Ridgely Carnan = Priscilla Dorsey.
60-1329

17621814
(atins Charles Cornan Ridgely) (youngest dau. of Caleb)
Gen. and Gov. of Md.

Now, Priscilla Dorsey, the * war bride” of Licut. Robert Wilmot of
Baltimore County, was martied 9 October, 1781; or just one year before
the martiage of Priscilla Dorsey (daughter of Caleb), to Charles Ridgely
Canan (afterward known as Charles Carnan Ridgely). It is impossible
that these two Priscillas were one and the same person, due to the fact that
Priscilla Wilmot signed as a witness to the will of Capt. Charles Ridgely
(d. 1790), dated 7 Apl. 1786 (Balto. Will Book No. 4, folios 450 ef
seq.) and, further, that the Captain’s widow, Mrs. Rebecca Ridgely (née
Dorsey), in her will dated 22 Apl. 1811 and proved 3 Oct. 1812, be-
queathed to her namesake " Rebecca Wilmot, daughter of Robert and
Priscilla Wilmot [of Kentucky] the sum of two hundred pounds current
money of Maryland " (Baltimore Will ‘Book No. 9, folio 265). The
Wilmot home in Bourbon County, Ky., was situated near the railroad
which runs between Paris and Lexington, about ten miles northeast of the
Tatter place.

According to Maryland and Kentucky sources, Robert and Priscilla
(Dorsey) Wilmot had issue as follows:

1. William, b. 2 Apl. 1783; d. 1834, unmarried.
2. Rebecea, b. 3 June 1785 ; married Joel B. Scott of Franklin Co., Ky.,
and had issue.
. Charles, b. 25 Nov. 1786; died in infancy.
. Chales, b. 27 Apl. 1788. No record.
. Robert, b. 5 Jan. 1791; married Miss Mansfield and had issue.
. Polly, b. 3 Nov. 1792; married Philemon Price and removed to
Illinois.
7. Sarah, b. 13 Aug. 1794; married (1)—Flint, (2)—Chenowith,
(3)—Samuel Hitt.
8. Priscilla, b. 20 Mch. 1798; married Richard Keene of Scott Co.,
Ky., and had issue.
9. Nancy, b. 17 Aug. 1799; martied Daniel Stephens and removed to
Indiana.
10. John, b. 26 May 1802; died young.
11. John Fletcher, b. 13 Jan. 1806; married Harriet ——.

avas
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There were several " Priscillas” in the Dorsey family of Maryland,
which has been a prolific one, especially in the counties of Anne Arundel,
Baltimore and Howard. The Dorsey's spread zhemslvss through town,
hamlet and countryside, and it has been said that even the woods were
full of them.” Can anyone solve the problem of the patentage of Mrs.
Priscilla (Dorsey) Wilmot?
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<

By NANNIE BALL Nivuo

In the year 1660 Richard Pre. .

: ston, of * Preston’s Cliffs " in ¢
g:;;:ybg:yug::‘ ino the p(fo)'incc, Ralph Dosey and Joha sﬁmc,“[vrer';
: » o the 25th of July, 1663, he assigned iy 1 t
tsansportation: hereupon Ralph Dasey demanded 190 e £ 17,00
cight dsigoment. Ralph Dosse is found i Talbot County 1,

In 1668 Captain James Connaw: i
‘ away proved his ri inging
Potsey and othcrs into the provincs! and on. he 150 af fogied James
John Dossey of Dorchester County, demanded land for il
Joln Doy of ¢ © service performed

The above named R
) alpt ohn, wer i
» ! < named
Richard Preston of Calvert County, rmade 1 659t the will of
is 00 James, Kinsmen James an Jolm. ol st e

in

nd for 600 acres, kinsman' Ry o Lide o atedt of
0 , alph Dosscy, Ta i
The name is spelt both Dorsey and Dossey i the wil+ - CMOPUnk River

Ralph and John Dossey setticd on the Fastern Shoreof Maryland, and

James Dorscy established T
. I sta imself on' a 200
P ey cst acre tract of I,
- e::n}::‘rs Desfre on the east side of the Patuxent Rweronena:nldl e
v Filum Point being on the other side of the Ridges o
ingsl it i
hough that James Docsy o0 s Quiker, sy 2on e it 15 |
55, was probaled in 1687,
residue of the estate was given to 3 S
Martha i ; s
Dosse, who was named s cxecunrncs O 1 daghter of Martha
Nathanicl Cranford and his wife Martha Cranford were

of that will in 1687. Martha Cranford must have been fantutnie

at least 18 years |

:Patcm Book, 5, 535, Land Office, A
Archives of Maryland, 54, 431 fu'nd‘ofi'i’.

£ Patent Book, 11, 337" "Lind Ofice, Aomapei ™" P15
o bateat Book, 16 116, Land Otfce, Aot
« Qdwin, Calendar of Maryland Wills, 1, 30
+ Calvert County Rent Rolls, Calvert Paper a9
« poils, v 25, 48. Hall of Records, Annapalss
2 Baldwin, Calendar 1, 50 : i
Administration Accounts, V. 9, 89, Hall of Records,

Maryland Historical Society,
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of age at this time, probably born about 1669. It is assumed that Martha
Dossey was the wife of James Dossey, but there must have been another
wife, possibly a Rebecca, mother of some, if not all, of his children.

James Dorsey is named in the list of Inhabitants of Calvert County in
1684,° and witnessed the will of Thomas Jessops. In 1711 James
Dossey witnessed the will of George Pascall. 2

James Dorsey and his wife were living in 1723, when on the 22 of May,
théir son John Dossey made his will, leaving to his mother % of his
estate, the remainder was bequeathed to his father, sister Rebecca Talbot
and Lis brothers. His brother James was made exccutor. Personalty was
left to Elizabeth Stallings.’s

While neither will nor administration account has been found for
James Dorsey, the names of his children are known, viz.; James, Timothy,
Richard, John, William, Philip and Rebecca Talbot.

James Dorscy, Jr. as cldest son was heir to the homestead on * Bennett's
Desire,” * where now lives Young Dorsey Hance,” not in the original
house, that having burned down. Fhe place seems now known as * Bunker

Hi

James, Jr., made his will in 1758, naming his wife Mary, and his cleven
childeen, viz; James, Mary, Rebecea, John, Satah, Philip, Danicl, Francis,
Benjamin, Joseph.t

Mary became the wife of John Davis Scarfe, Rebecca the wife of James
Crawford, Saah wife of John Standford.1>

James, Jr.s lands, were ™ Garden,” ** Robinson's Rest,” * Deer Quarte,”
* Bennell's Desire.”

His sons Philip and Danicl were taxed by the vestry of All Saints
Parish as bachelors in 17611 In 1770 his son John, gave his age as 40
years, his daughter Rebecca as 34 years, while that same year, his son
Philip claims to have been born in 17367

Timothy Dosscy, of James, Sr. died intestate in 1732. His Inventory 18
names (his brothers), James and William, as next of kin (his brothers)
Richard and Philip as administrators. The account shows that Richard,
Philip and Timothy had been in partncrship; their shares of the business
were divided 19

Philip Dossey of James, St. born in 1705, was a member of Christ
Church Parish. He marticd 1st, Ann Allen, named in the will of Charles

1 Henry J. Berkley, * First Century of the County of Calvert, * MS, Md. Hist.
Soc
8 Baldwin, Calendar, 1, 134.
*2 Baldwin, 3, 195.
™ Baldwin, 5, 153,
*Will Book 31, 402, Hall of Records.
Accounts, 49, 340, Tiall of Records.
dvert County, Vestry Proc. Copy, Md. Hist. Soc.
 Hall of Records.

cry Record, W. K. no. 1, 251, 29
** Inventorics, 17, 63, Hall of Records.
*® Accounts, 11, 644, Hall of Records.

# Chancery' Record, W. K. no. 1, 257,
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IV. Mary' Chew, born 4 June 1776, died 1 May 1821; married
Thomas Reynolds, of Mississippi.

V. William Lock’ Chew, born 10 April 1778, died 17 July 1858;
married, 22 October 1805, Rebecea Freeland (1785-1840).

VI Ann Reynolds® Chew, born 19 July 1780; married —— Craig, of
Kentucky.

28. Joux' Cuew (Joseph', Joseph!, Joseph?, Samuel’,
John') died about 1815 in Prince George’s County, Maryland.
He married . . . and had issue as follows:

- I. Robert’ Chew, born 1777, died in 1837; married Tabitha Wil-
son and had issue.
II. Nathaniel’” Chew, born 1785, dicd in 1845; married, in 1814,
Martha Bird and had issue.
III. Walter' Chew, married Mrs. —— (Jones) Cobb and had issue.
IV. John' Chew, died unmarried.
V. Ann® Chew.
VI. Elizabeth” Chew.
VIL Artridge’ Chew.
VIIL. Agnes’ Chew, married Hanson Clark, of Montgomery County,
Maryland. R

29. Tiomas Surneoive’ Cuw (Joseph?, Henry®, Joseph®,
Samuel?, John') was born 8 June 1752 and died 15 February
1821. He married about 1790 Elizabeth Morgan, born 1
November 1772, daughter of William and Cassandra Morgan,
and had issue as follows:

1. William Morgan® Chew, born 14 July 1791; married, 12 Febru-
ary 1814, Anne Webster Richardson and had issue.
IL Thomas® Chew, graduated M. D. in Baltimore; moved to Mi
sippi and died unmarried.
I Sarah? Chew, born 1 December 1792, died 13 November 1821;
married, 11 April 1809, Sumuel Worthington (died 1853).
IV. Cassandra Morgan® Chew, born 12 November 1796, died 20 August
1844 unmarric
V. Edward Morgan® Chew, died 16 May 1878; married (1) Margaret
Hopkins and (2) Caroline V. Hall, sine prole.
VI Eliza’ Chew, married John W. Hopkins, son of Samuel and
Rachel Topking, and had issue.
VIL. Margaret? Chew, died in 1805; married, in 1837, Tsaae Wilson
and had issue.

80. Naruanwn® Cunw (Benjamin®, Benjomin', William®,
Samuel?, John') was born, after 1750, and died 22 May 1827,
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in Maryland. Ho was a midshipman in the Continental Navy,
Revolutionary War, and became a Captain. e lived in Ceeil

County, Maryland.
He married, 24 November 1793, Margaret Rodgers, daughter
of Golonel John Rodgers, and had issue as follows:

1. John' Chew.
1I. Benjamin Franklin' Chew.
111, Washington Pinkney' Chew, died 7 April 1850; married, 4 Jan-
aary 1831, Mary Hall (died 1838). He married (2), 10 Nov.
1840, Mary C. Boyd.
1V. Emeline R.* Chew.
V. Henrietta Mary' Chew, married, 18 November 1841, Dr. John J.
Boyd of Harford County, Md.
VL Elizabeth Ann* Chew.

81, Buwsasan® Ourw (Benjamin®, Samuel', Benjamin',
Somuelt, John') was born 80 September 1758 and died 30
April 1844, Te was admitted to the br of Philadelphia, Pa,

in 1786. . .
Ho married, 11 December 1788, Katherine Banning (1770-

1855) and had issue as follows:

1. Samuel" Chew, born 8 December 1789, died 21 March 1705.
I, Eliza? Chew, born 4 May 1701, died 21 March 1705.
IIT, Benjamin® Chew, born 6 December 1703, died 17 August 1864;
‘married, 11 July 1816, Margaret Elizabeth Tilghman (died
1817).
IV. Samuel’ Chew, born 19 June 1795, died 21 August 1841, Ad-
‘mitted to the bar of Philadelphia 1816, Died unmarried.
V. Jobm' Chew, born 23 January 1797, died in August 1816, Mid-
shipman, U. 8. N. Lost at sca. i
VI, Eliza Margoretta? Chew, born 19 November 1798, died 11 Febru-
ary 1874; marricd, 26 July 1822, James Murray Mason,
VIL Henry Banning? Chew, born 11 December 1800, died 12 Decern-
ber 1866; married (1), 14 May 1822, Hurrict Ridgely (1802-
1835); married (2), 20 March 1839, Elizabeth Ann Ralaton
~ of Philadelphia (sine prole).
VIIL Willism White? Chew, born 12 April 1803, died 12 November
1851, Sec’y. of American Legation to Russia.
IX. Ann Sophia Penn’ Chew, born 18 March 1805, dicd 0 May 1802,
unmarried.
X. Josoph Turner? Chew, born 12 Docember 1800, died in 1835.
" ‘Anthony Banning® Chew, born 24 January 100, died in Febru-

ary 1854. -

o
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XIL Catherine Maria® Chew, born 12 May 1811, buried 26 October
1811,

XIIL. Oswald’ Chew, born 23 May 1813, died 8 June 1824. Drowned
while bathing in the Schuylkill River.

 Norz—The compiler is indebted to Messrs, Louis H. Dielman and F.
Sidney Hayward for the use of their valuable and extensive gleanings, from
the files of old newspapers, in the matter of marriage and denth notices.

FAMILIES OF CHURCHILL, CROKER, FOX, COPLE-
STONE, BONVILE, ELLICOTT, ETC., OF DEVON-
SHIRE, ENGLAND, AND SOME OF THEIR
DESCENDANTS IN AMERICA:

Tue Eruicorrs or Bucks County, PENNsYLvANIA, AND
Maryrann, Evans or Burraro, N. Y., Cuanrring or
WuzsLivg, Curris or Mounpsvitee, Fisiee anp Fox
or PiuLapsLrua,

Compiled by WiLLiam M. Evuicorr.

Gitto de Lion, a noble of Normandy, living A.D. 1055, had
issue two sons, Richard de Lion, Lord of Montalban, and
Wandril de Lion, Lord of Coureil, from whom is descended the
family of Churchill.

Ho married Isabel de Tuya, and by her had Roger de Courcil
and Rowland (ancestor of the Courcils of Picton).

“Roger de Coureil, being of those who accompanied William,
Duke of Normandy, in his invasion of this realm, A. D. 1066,
had, in reward of his services, divers lands in Somersetshire,
Dorsetshire and Devonshire (as appears by Domesday Book),
among which was the Lordship of Churchill, in the County of
Somerset, the place of his abode and from whicly he took his
surname, being written in the old records Curichil, Cheuchill,
Chirchil, ete.”

He married Gertrude, daughter of Sir Guy de Torbay, and
by her had—John de Chirchil, who married Joan de Kilring-
ton, and by her had Sir Bartholomew de Chirchil who held the
castle of Bristol for King Stephen.

He married Agnes, daughter of Sir Ralph FitzRalph, Lord
of Tiverton, Devon, and had Pagan de Cherchill, who also
left a son—Roger de Cherchill, living in the time of Edward I.
His Son was Elias de Cherchell. He married Dorothy,
daughter of the ancient family of the Columbers, and by her
had three sons; viz:

5
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man (daughter of Edward). e died in Baltimore, b
had issue Edward Chew, who died sine prole.
V. Margaret® Chew, married, 13 October 1751, John Beale Bordley
—Easen. .
VI. Ann Mary* Chew, died 15 January 1774; maried, 26 May 1763,
William Paca (1740-1799), a signer of the Declaration of In-
dependence, from Maryland, and later a Governor of the State.

16. Riomaro® Cupw (Samuel’, Samuel’, Samuel?, John')
was born 16 May 1716 and died 24 June 1769 at Herrind®
Bay, Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

He married, 5 January 1749/50, Mrs. Saral (Lock) Chew
(1721-1791), widow of Lis cousin Samucl Chew (died 1749),
and daughter of William Lock (1679-1732).

Richard and Sarah (Lock) Chew had issue as follows:

L. Mary* Chew, born 27 December 1750, died 23 November 179:
married (1), 10 February 1767, Alexander Hamilton Smith,
married (2) —— Lyles, —_—

24, IL Riomawn* Cukw, born 10 April 1753, died 6 June 1801 (of
whom later).
III. Samuel* Chew, born 9 December 1755, died 1 February 1785,
unmarried.
IV. Lock® Chew, born 14 November 1757, died 9 December 1703, sine
prole.
V. Francis* Chew, born 10 July 1760.
VI. Sarah Lock* Chew, born 20 November 1761; married 1789
Nathan Lane.
25. VI Pamesos LLorp* CHEW, born 23 July 1765 (of whom later).

17. Franois® Curw (Samuel’, Samuel, Samuel’, John')
was born in 1721 and died 11 November 1775.
He married, 26 February 1749/50, Mary Lingan (died
1764) and had issue as follows:
1. Samuel* Chew, born 20 January 1755.

TL. Aun® Chow, born 16 May 1750,
IILI. Richard® Chew, born 19 October 1761,

18. Samuwr® Cunw (John', Samuel’, Samuel?, John') was
born about 1709, and died in 1749 in Loudon. 1o marricd
Surali Lock (17211791), daughter of William and Sarah
(larrison) Lock. She married again, 5 Janvary 1749/50,
Richard Chew (1716-1769), a cousin of her first husband.

sl

L)
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Samuel and Sarah (Lock) Chew had issue as follows:
f

I Sawums Cuew, born 1737, died 20 February 1700 (of whom

later). .

. Joln Lane* Chew, marricd, in 1787, Mary Wilson aud had John'
Chew, captain, U. 8. N.

31, 111, Witwiaue Crew, born 1746, died 9 April 1801 (of whom later).

1V. Elizabeth® Chew, married (1) —— Smith; married (2) ——

Sp

R¥

e
19, Joseon' Cuew (Josepht, Joseph®, Samuel’, John *)
married . . . and had issu as follows:
1. Nathanicl® Chew, born 1748, died 22 December 1827 at West
River, Anne Arundel County, sine prole.
28. II. Joun* Cukw, died circa 1815 (of whom later.)

20. Josmen® Cigw (Henry*, Joseph', Samuel’, John') was
born 24 August 1719 and died 22 January 1753. He moved
to that portion of Baltimorce County which is now Harford
County, Maryland.

He married, in 1745, Sarah Sheredine, who was born 18
December 1726, died 7 January 1784; and had issue as follows:

I Elizabeth® Chew, born 18 July 1747, died 25 Scptember 1800;
‘married, 24 November 1708, John Hopkins.

1L Susan® Chew, born 25 December 1749, died 15 December 1784;
‘married, in 1780, Joseph Miller (born 1745), of Harford

County, Md.
29. TIL. THOMAS SHEREDINE® CHEW, born 8 June 1752 (of whom later).

21. Bensasax® Cumw  (Benjomin', William?, Samuel’,
Jolin') married 1 May 1750 Cassandra Jobns, daughter of
Richard and Ann Johns of Baltimore County, and had issue as
follows:

30. T. Naruanier Cnew (of whom later).

" 22, Bunsamm® Cumw (Samuel!, Benjamin', Semuel’,
John') was born 29 November 1722 at « Maidstone,” Anne
‘Avundel County, Maryland, and dicd 20 January 1810 at
Philadelphin, Bonnsylvania. o studied law ut Philadelphis,
et ubtond in 1741 and cntered the Middlo Tomple, Tnns of

i i )
Court, London. e yeturned to America after his father’s
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existed, apparently, ouly for a few months. At the organiza-
tion meeting he was selected as a member of the Standing Com-
mittee. It seems that ho was active in the affairs of the socond
Stock Board, which was organized six years later, and which
became the present Stock Exchange. On November 16, 1844,
he was elected vice-president of the Board,* and on February
5, 1845, he was made president. After his death, tho first to
occur among its members, the Board met on September 22,
1845, and adopted the following resolution: ¢

“Resolved, That as lestimonial of respect for their late
Prosident, Benjamin I. Cohen, the business of the Board
bo suspended for this day; and that the members of the Board,
collectively and individually, beg leave to offer to tho family
of Mr. Cohen their regret and sympathy for the afflicting be-
reavement they have sustained.”

Aetivities comnocted with the “ Jew Bill” bring to light the
esteem in which Benjamin . Cohen was held by his fellow-
citizens. Governor Worthington, while illustrating to the Gen-
eral Assembly of 1823-24 the injustice which the Jowish ¢
zens of Maryland were suffering, left us the following record: ®

“The strongest caso applicable 1o the subject, is one at pres-
ent existing, and may thus be related :—Early in the spring of
the existing year, 1823, a number of spirited young men formed
a volunteer corps of riflemen, known by the name of the * Ma-
rion Corps;’ without any previous knowledge on his part, of
even the existence of this company, they unanimously deter-
mined, and did elect Benj. T. Cohen their captain—a commis-
sion was reccived from Governor Stevens, but not quali-
fied to of courso, in consequence of the existonce of the fest law;
the corps wero made acquainted with this fact, and a Tesigna-
tion on his part of the command by the captain-clect—at a

°* Taracl Colien, Sketoh of the Formation and Progress of the Baltimors
Stock Board (Baltimore, 1865), pp. d 10,

“ Ballimore American, Bultimore, Sept. 23, 1845.

** W. G. D. Worthington, Specch on the Maryland Test Act, 182, Balti-
mere, 1824, p. 19.

i
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meeting of the corps, called for the purpose, it was unanimously
determined that no captain should be elected until the fate of
the bill at present before the legislature, should be decided, and
the corps is, at this time, commanded by the first lieutenant.
This was the corps to which was prosented fhe flag, by Gov-
ErNOR StEvENS, on behalf of Mr. Cohen, as a testimony of his
gratitude for their highly distinguished marks of esteom.”

Evidently Benjamin I. Colen was active in creating senti-
ment for the passage of the “ Jew Bill” Tt was he who wrote
on December 16, 1818, to T. S. Themas, a member of a com-
mittee of the Tlouse of Delcgates, to urge him to introduce a
bill © to extend to persons of the Jewish Religion the sume civil
privileges that are allowed to other religious sects.”

Tn addition to his captaincy in the Marion Corps, Benjamin
T. Colien was at one time a lieutenant in the Columbia Volun-
teers, which wero attached to the Fifth Regiment of Maryland

Militia. The latter commission resulted from appointment by
Charles mﬁmran‘n——fﬂ)‘“‘"
“Benjamm T, Cohien married; on December 15, 1819, Kitty
Eiting, then twenty years of age, the fourth daughter of Solo-
mon and Rachel Etting,

Tn 1828 ho erected a handsome residence at the southwest
corner of Charles and Saratoga strects. His gardens and hot-
houses extended 1o Cathedral street, the present site of the Ren-
nert Hotel. Benjamin T. Cohen, it is said, was the first citizen
of Baltimore to introduce gas in his residence. Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin T. Cohen played a prominent part in the social life
of Baltimore. Tor the descendants of Baltimoreans of their
day, the aceount of a dress ball given hy Mr. and Mrs.
Benjamin 1. Cohen makes interesting reading indeed.®

T nin T. Cohen was a man of many interests and accom-
plishments.  TTo is reputed to have been a charming violinist,
and a botanist and hortienlturist. Scharf notes that he was the
chairman of o meeting held on Novamber 13, 1832, for the

“Tvid, p. 19.
« Maryland Historical Magazine, X1v (1919), pp. 348-358,
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to cfl]ow the Dorseys the privileges of “the woods and the
Spring.” This stands as law to the present day; none may be
shu‘t off from the only fresh water, nor from Ythe onl, y d
available to reach the outside world. i
Driving on around the base of the point on Ramsey Road
and up to the first terraco in the cemetery, it is casy to picture
what a scene of peace and beauty spread before the eyes I;f tha:
El('l\vard D?rsey who once stood here. Even the eleven sea-
s(;:xex-es resting on the placid waters below are mo discordant
S 'lGollng on to‘tl.xc second terrace one finds Lllc’PovaGrsdnate
chool and Hospital of the Naval Academy and the golf course;
one returns by another bridge over the sparkling waters of
Dorsey’s. Creck to St. Anne’s Church and its cemetery in th
Annapolis of today, which again recall times long gune.y *
dn;: :so r;:::r; du;ﬁ.culb to travel forward from those wilderness
o L ustling present, but one reflects with satisfaction
at there could be no more beautiful fruition than this modern

institution devoted to youth, co
: urage and ad: —
not unmindful of the past. e e

Priscitia oF THE Dok:

Eys: A CENTURY-OLD MYSTERY
By Franas B, CULvER

Tty radiionsacc often untrustworthy, s the experienced gencalogs
knows, The writex :;0 alls @ glaring comple of the truth of this stae-
at in the ¢ ng man who desired (o join an hered; ot
¢ a a it:
?ocldy in l!\u right of a Revolutionary War All)\(mlor A (' ?‘I‘)' Pﬂ“ml{C
il ik tesins R Fsaid vo vl oen fa . Ganeral i
Army, who served I
revealed the

2t a " General in

peven years and was wounded five times.” Ins -,a.ff;:
yelel e ‘lu.\ acts of the case were as follows: The nn(eslolar Wi
, at the age of sixteen years, in the county militia; later, he scrveaj
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1

as ak\vlagonmaster for less than a year when he caught the smallpox, was
invalided to his home and never returned to the service. His name does
not appear on the extant military folls, but it is recorded in the files of the
Pension Office at Washington, ‘where the facts are given in detail. How
this utterly false family-tradition stacted, no one appears to know. It may
have been merely a hoax on the part of someone unknown.

nather instance of false tradition bears upon a problem of a genealo-
gical sort. Among the files of an old newspaper known as the Common-
wealth, published at Frankfort, Franklin County, Ky., in the issue dated
5 Sept, 1839, an obituary notice appears, which reads a5 follows: *

* Another patriot of the American Revolution gone. Colonel
Robert Wilmot departed this life at his residence in_Bourbor 13
Ey., on the 20th of August last, at the advanced n%lfrsr)ugﬁ.,

2 hen but 18 years of age he was commissioned by the Tegis-
Jature of Maryland (his native State) a Lieatenant of Artillery, in
which capacity he immediately joined the Revolutionasy sy and
continued in active service until the close of the war; during which
time his patiotism and valor were signally displayed in the battles

of Monmouth, Ver Planck’s Point, Gates'

Defeat and Stony Point.

Qhen 24 yeats of age he was united in martiage to Miss Priscilla

Dorsey, daughter of the
the year 1786 came with

Hon. Caleb Dorsey

of Maryland;* and in

his family to Kentucky and settled on a large

and fertile tract of Jand in Bourbon county, which he occupied until
1 Jencase, and upon which he reared a family of four sons and five
daughters,” etc., etc.

This obituary was signed with the initials R, W. S. [Robert Wilmot
Scott, a grandson and namesake of the deceased].

The Wilmots were a well known and highly respected family of Balti-
mote County, connected by intermartiage with the Cromwells, Merrymans,
Talbots, Towsons, Owings, Gittings, Bowens, and other prominent old )
families of that county.* Zi

* Colonel ” Robert Wilmot was born in Baltimore County, Md,, on 25
Dec., 757 He muarricd; by license dated 8 Oct. 1781, onc Priscill
Dorsey, whose father most certainly was 7o/ * the Hon;i‘,a#b_[)_o@;”
2e stated in the obituary notice cited above. For, 3y0n¢ W10 Tnows the
Iistory of " Hampton,” that finc old estate near Baltimore, is cognizant of
the fact that Priscilla Dorsey, youngest of the ten children of the Hon.
Calch Dors e Belmnt ™ (by his wife Priscilla Hill), married on,
A OId St_Paul’s_Church, _Baitimore @ 1
Ghn-and Achsah

ine, V, 333,
o A e s provision in e will of his childlcss w e, Captain Chales
Ridgely, dated 7 Apl. 1786, young Carnan, adopted the name * Charles. Carnan

Ridaely " and was also styled * of Hampton.”








