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THIRD GENERATION

3. Willian® Edwards (William, 2)°. Born, circa 1631 (2), in Charles River,
Co., VA. Died, 1698, in Surry Co., VA.

Eighth great-grandfather Ahf. 668.

In 1673 he succeeded his father as County Court Clerk for Surry Co., a
very lucrative position, which he held until his death in 1698 (Boddie "Surry"
p. 172).

In 1677 he bought a sword from Robert Barham, and was paid for service to
the county. At the time there were 930 tithables in the county (Surry Co., VA
RB I p. 145-146; Boddie “Surry" p. 81, 110-112).

William Edwards was involved in'a dispute over a horse which entertained
the court for some time in 1670. Martin Johnson deposed that he heard Wm. Hare
say that Mr. Edwards horse had used his field and that he would shoot him,
afterwards saying that he had shot the horse. Thomas Laine testified to a
conversation where defendant said he would put a triple load of shot to shoot
the horse, because he had no dog to set on him. Joh. Pryse also testified, as
did John Kindred, that defendant told him the horse had stabbed itself on a
stake in falling (Surry RB I p. 380-1: "Surry Records I" vol. II, p. 87). 22
Apr 1671 William Edwards on panel to inquire into death of a man whose body was
found at Mr. Thompson’s landing (Ibid, p. 383; Ibid., p. 88). 31 May 1678 Hm.
Edwards wit. lease Andrew Robinson to John Clay (Surry Co. RB 11, p. 241, 252;
Davis, 0p. Cit., p. 113). 4 Mar 1683/4 The case between Madam Mary Swann and
Ca. Digby, on his request with the Consent of Wm. Edwards the said Swanns
attorney is referred to the next court. Same date, Mr. Fra. Mason & Mr. Wn.
Edwards enter themselves security for Hr. Robert Ruffins due performance of his
Sheriff’s place_(Surry Records" bk. 4, p. 437, 438). The widow Swann was his
sister-in-law. 7 July 1685. Wn. Edwards atty of Grace Barker, wife of Jno.
Barker acknowledges deed of sale of land to Jethro Barker (Ibid, p. 486). 13
Aug. 1685. William Edwards is security for Robert Randall. Sber 11th., 1686.
Attachment against Wn. Edwards ase (assignee?) of Wm. Leigh obtainediast court
against the estate of Geo. Lovelady not being executed is continued (Ibid., p.
544). "William was clerk of the General Court in 1688 and in 1694 was clerk of
the Surry court and the Council of the Colony. He resided mostly at Jamestown,
where he had a lot near the tower and another near Orchard run.” A map of
Jamestown, or as it was then known as "James Citty" compiled by Samuel H.
Younge shows that William Edwards, Sr., owned a long but fairly narrow tract
which fronted on the James River near the old tower, adjacent to the later
confederate fort, and near John Howard. Following his death in 1698 the Surry
Court ordered his property appraised. Boddie, In "Surry Families" describes the
Clerk of County Court post as "very lucrative". It is difficult to sort out
which William, grandfather, father, son, and grandson, bought which land,
although they'all held it in their turn. The later deeds of this William may be
Tisted under his son.

He married Anne Manfeild®, daughter of Unknown Manfeild and Unknown
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THIRD GENERATION

Woman, after 1671 (2), in Surry Co., VA. Born, circa 1633 (?), in England. Died
in Surry Co., VA,

Eighth great-grandmother Ahf. 669.

Some genealogists believe her father was George Mansfield. An article in
"Genealogies of Virginia Families (from Tyler’s Quarterly)", Vol. II, p. 249,
states that William Edwards of the third generation "married Ann Mansfield,
dau. of George Mansfield, and died in 1698." A footnote references the will of
George Mansfield, 1670, “Virginia Magazine*, vol. XI, p. 311, which is
abstracted here in the George Mansfield entry. It is more likely that she was
his sister, who first married Francis Sumner.

' S “hildren:

4 i. William® Edwards.

B
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FOURTH GENERATION

4. Willian® Edwards (William, 3)°. Born, circa 1671 (2), in Surry Co., VA.
Died, Jan 1721/2, in Surry Co., VA.

Seventh Great-grandfather Ahf. 334.

He had lots in Jamestown and plantations in Surry County, VA., where he
ouned 2,755 acres in 1704, and was a member of the House of Burgesses from
Surry 1706.

20 Apr. 1684 Edward Pettway patented 480 ac. W. sd Green Swamp adj.
William Edwards and others (VA PB 7 p. 377; "Cavaliers” v. 2, p. 278). Same
date. Samll. Plaw patented 240 ac. Surry Co., both sds Pigeon Swamp adj. Wm.
Edwards, Mr. Pettaway (VA PB 7 p. 370; "Cavaliers" v. 2 p. 277).

18 April 1690 William Edwards patented 736 ac. Jas. City Co. formerly
granted to Hen. Hartwell but abandoned. Due for imporatation of 16 persons.
Rec. 21 Apr 1690 (6rant Book 8 p. 108). Mr. Wn. Edwards, 73 1/ 2 ac. Jas.
City...Jos. Copeland...James River... Nath’] Bacon, to and up river.
Inportation of Jno. Roberts (Ibid, p. 68, 71). This 736 acres was abandoned by
Edwards and regranted to a Henry Duke in 1693 (Ibid., p. 321).

Mr. William Edwards patented 750 ac. Surry Co. 20 Oct 1691, beg. E sd of
River adj. George Jordan; to swamp...to plantation where Capt. Thomas Flood did
Tive, &c. 150 ac. part of a grant to Col. John Flood & by Thomas Flood his
1wl heir, sold to Ralph Creed, & by David Andrews and wf. Mary by will from
Creed, who S01d to Edwards; which 150 ac., with remaining 600 ac. was granted
fo sd. Creed 14 Mar. 1666, 600 ac. being deserted is now granted by order &c.
Inp. of 12 persons; Jno. Smith, Edw. Andrews, Addam Armstrong, Samll. Carrid,
Eliazer Taylor, 7 negroes; Antho., Cobarro, Kebo, Doll, Robin, Kate and Mingo
(VA PB 8 p. 213; "Cavaliers 11" p. 373).

9 Oct 1693 John Lear empowers William Edwards, gent., to sue Humphrey
Marshall for money past due and with Jos. Leach, master of ship, Sarah of
Bristol, for payment of said Leaches Bills of Exchange.... 9 Oct 1693 Will
Carter delivered to Wm. Edwards cattle valued at 2550 lbs. tobacco which I
accept as payment by order of court against said Carter as admn. of Estate of
John Moore. /s/ Wm. Edwards ("17th C. ION" p. 611).

William Edwards patented 96 ac. Upper Parish of Nansemond Co.. on SW sd.
Nuccles Sw. out of Sumerton Sw.; adj. Mr. Wright and James Cole 20 Apr. 1694,
import. 2 persons Thos. Garves, Thomas Belvin (VA PB 8 p. 3¢1; “Cavaliers II®
p. 389).

15 Oct 1698 Wm. Edwards patented 127 po. of land James City beg. on James
River...Tand of Thomas Rabley...to land his father William Edwards purch of
Henry Hartwell Esq. ... land where James Chudley lives on, late belonging to
Richard Holder, dec’d, by patent 28 Jan 1672...mouth of ye Orchard Run on James

River. Due for transportation of one person (Ibid, p. 82).

April 1695 Henry Hartwell, Esq., of James City to William Edwards of
Surry Co., gent., 2 ac. one rood, 24 1/4 poles James Citty granted to me by
patent 20 Apr 1689/ 23 Apr 1695. Dower of Jane Hartwell (Duvall “VA Colonial
Abstracts Ser. 2, vol. 4 p. 18). This property was sold to Willm. Broadnax by
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[EOURTH GENERATION

deed 1709 (Ibid., p. 17)

In 1697 he was named as friend and legatee of Wm. Sherwood of James City
Co. (Ibid, p. 22). The translation here is somewhat awkward, but it appears
that he was to divide the testator’s law books with Dionisius Wright.

15 Oct 1698 Mr. William Edwards, 127 po. of Land lying and being in James
City...land his father purch. of Henry Hartwell..Chudley...Holder...transp. 1
person (Ibid, p. 162; p. 82).

3 Mar 1702 Surry Co., VA deed "William Edwards son and heir of William
Edwards, late of James City County, gent., for 2,000 pds. of good &c. tobacco
and casque sell 200 ac. on Lawnes Creek part of a greater tract patented in
1679 by his father William Edwards, decd."

1702 "A copie of all Entreys in wt. place and by whom made since ye land
on_ye South Side of Blackwater has been laid open. Entr’d with me, Robert

Bolling, Surv’r of Charles City County.

_Wn. Edwards, 400 ac. 21 Sept., 1702"

1704 Rent Rolls of Surry Co., VA: Edwards, Mr. Wm. 2,755 acres ("English
Duplicates® p. 211).

In 1706 he represented Surry in the House of Burgesses.

He married first Elizabeth Harrison, d/o Col. Benjamin, the councillor.
She made a deed with her husband in 1707, and died at age 17, after making a
deed with her husband. Her father left all of his grandchildren L.100 in his
will dated 1711 including his grandson Benjamin Edwards.

In 1709 William Edwards sold 2 1/2 acres in Jamestown which he bought in
1695 to William Broadnax ("VA Col. Abstracts" Ser. 2 vol. 4, p. 17). In 1709 he
was appointed to examine slaves involved in an uprising against their masters
(Boddie "Surry" p. 159).

23 Mar 1715 Wm. Edwards was granted 330 ac. IOW Co., and 350 ac. Surry
Co. A Jno. Edwards, relationship unknown, patented 90 ac. ION Co. the same
date. ("English Duplicates” p. 105).

His will dated 9 Jan 1722 was proved 25 Feb 1722.

18 Jan 1724 Francis Regon of Surry County to Wa. Johns of IO Co. 100 ac.
upper parish on S. sd Round Hi1l Swamp and bd. by Suskeyhaner Branch (being
Tand Francis Regon bought from William Edwards and was not ack. before his
death and Wn. Edwards left it in his will to Francis Regon. Wit: Wa. Baldwin,
Wn. Bayley. (IOW Co., VA W & D Book 2, p. 696; "Cavaliers” p. 7).

On 9 Jul 1724 Joseph Regan claimed land on Blackwater Swamp adj. Wn.
Edwards. This Tand was_probably in Wm. Edward’s estate (VA P. B. 12, p. 85
“Cavaliers” v. 3, p. 271)

He married, first, Elizabeth Harrison®, circa 1706, in Surry Co., VA.
Died, circa 1707, in Surry Co., VA. Children:

S

Col. Benjamin® Edwards’. Born, 1707, in Surry Co., VA. Died,
circa 1750, in Surry Co., VA.

His father’s will of 1722 instructed that he be paid the
L.100 Teft him by his maternal grandfather Col. Benjamin
Harrison, in his will of 1711. His mother apparently died in
childbirth, or soon after.

24 Jan 1751 a notice by Henry Browne, administrator of
his estate appeared in the VA. Gazette. He had issue Hannah m.
Henry Browne and had issue Benjamin Edwards Browne. Sarah was
first wife of Col. Wm. Browne of "Four Mile Tree" and had issue
William who m. E1iz d/o Robt. Ruffin and had issue Sally who m.
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FOURTH GENERATION

John T. Bowdoin ("Gen. VA Families-Tylers" vol. II, p. 250).

He married, second, Unknown Lowe®, circa 1709, in Surry Co., VA.
Children:

ii. Sarah Edwards. Born, circa 1707 (?), in Surry Co., VA. Died, 20
Dec 1781, in Warren Co., NC. She married Samuel Thompson, son
of Willian Thompson and Martha Unknown surname, before 1708
(2), in Surrey Co., VA.

Sixth Great-grandmother Ahf.167.

10 Mar 1744-10 Feb 1744/5 Samuel Thompson witnessed the
will of Wn. Edwards, his father-in-law, in which his wife Sarah
Thompson was named (Surry WD 8 p. 493).

FOR CONTINUATION OF THIS LINE SEE THE SAMUEL THOMPSON
FAMILY

iii. Micajah Edwards. Born, circa 1712, in Surry Co., VA. Died,
1770, in Southampton Co., VA. He married Elizabeth Blow’.

Micajah Edwards was auditor estates of Elizabeth Edwards
and John Edwards, rec. 14 Jan 1763 (Southampton Co.., VA WB 1
p. 15-16; "South. Wills" I p. 51).

Micajah received in his father’s will land on so. sd.
Blackwater Swamp in Nottaway parish.

His will was proved Southampton Co., VA Dec. 13, 1770. He
married Elizabeth, d/o Richard Blow who d. Surry Co., VA 1762.

> Will names children William (under age), Micajah, Richard,
Benjamin, Mary m. Butts, Lucy, Elizabeth, Ann, and dau. not yet
baptized. His Exrs. were wf. Elizabeth, Benj. Blunt, Thomas
Blow. ("VA Families (Tyler’s) v.2 p. 251).
iv. William Edwards. Born, 20 Jul 1714, in Surry Co., VA. Died, 20
Aug 1771, in Southampton Co, VA.

William Edwards was recommended for the post of inspector
at the Gray’s Creek Tobacco Warehouse (Boddie "Surry” p. 152).

His _nephew William spoke of land he inherited from his
uncle William in Southampton Co. A tombstone near Bacon’s
Castle gives birth and death 20 Jul 1714 d. 20 Aug. 1771. He
had no_children.

5 Oct 1767 Richard Proctor, Jr. to William Edwards, both
of Bute Co. 12 pds. 10 sh. VA money 100 ac Bute Co. on ES Six
Pound Creek adj. Benjamin Egerton and James Egerton. Wit; Wm.
Hill, Eph. Hill. Ack. Richard Proctor Bute Co. Feb. Court 1768.
Reg. 4 May 1768 (Bute Co. NC DB 2, p. 31; "Warren Records” p.
88).

v. Mary Edwards. Born, circa 1715, in Surry Co., VA. She married’®
Lunsford Lomax, 14 Jun 1729, in Greenspring, Surry Co., VA.
vi. Elizabeth Edwards. Born, circa 1716, in Surry Co., VA.
vii. Ann Edwards. Born, circa 1718, in Surry Co., VA.
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NOTES AND REFERENCES

*Robert Barnes, Genealogies of Virginia Families, Vol.II, (Baltimore.,
Geneal. Publ. Co, 1981), From the Virgini, a Magazine of, Hist. and Biog.,
in custody of Birmingham, AL, Library (Southern History), Birmingham, Al.
‘ (Tyler) p. 249.

“Ibid. (Tylers) p. 249.

=4

>Ibid. (Tyler) p. 249-250.
“Ibi

a

. (Tylers) p. 249, 253-4.
®Ibid. (Tylers) p. 249-250, 253-4.

“DAughter of Col. Benjamin Harrison, councillor, of Surry Co., VA.

7"Va. Families 11", (Tylers) p. 250.

id. (Tylers) p. 250.
®Daughter of Richard Blow of Sussex Co., VA.

%Residence of Col. Phillip Ludell.
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Prepaced by: Walter Orien Holliman Jr. "Walt"

FIRST GENERATTON

William! Bdwards. Born, circa 1661 (?), in Surry Co., VA.

He married Unknown woman, circa 1700 (?). Children:

Sarah? Bdwards. Born, circa 1702 (?), in Surry Co., VA. Died,
20 Dec 1781, in Warren Co., NC. She married Samuel Thompson,

son of William Thompson and Martha Unknown surname, cirea 1725,
in Surrey Co., VA.

FOR CONTINUATION OF THIS LAINE SEE THE THOMPSON FAMILY
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Prepared by: Walter Orien Holliman Jr. "Walt®

FIRST GENERATION

1. Willian® Edwards®. Born, circa 1580 (2), in England. Died, 1624, in Surry

Co., VA.

Tenth great-grandfather Anf. 2,672
T575s ot known when William Edwards came to Virginia, but he was

pent foncd a5 gnong the dead in 1624, James City Co., VA. ("VA Families
[Tyler’s]* vol. 11 p. 249).

He married an unknown woman. Children:
2 i. Willian® Edwards.
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2. Willian” Edwards (William, 1)*. Born, circa 1605 (?), in England. Died,
circa 1673, in Surry Co., VA.

Ninth great-grandfather Ahf. 1,336.

He was mentioned as a merchant in VA in 1644 in a deed of Nathaniel
Sylvester, merchant. He was a Burgess from Surry Co. in 1652-3 and in 1657-8
("surry" p. 110). He became County Court Clerk for Surry in 1653, a position he
held until his death in 1673, at which time the office passed to his son
(Ibid., p. 172).

*March 31, 1641 Whereas it appeareth to this court that John Geaween
being a negro servant unto William Evans was permitted by his master to keep
hogs and make the best benefit thereof to himself provided that the said Evans
might have half the increase, which was accordingly returned to him by the said
negro and the other half retained for his own benefit; and whereas the said
negro having a young child of a negro woman belonging to Lieut. Robert Sheppard
which he desired should be made a christian and be brought up in the fear of
God and the knowledge of religion taught and exercised in the Church of
England, by reason whereof he the said negro did for his said child purchase
its freedom of Lieut. Robert Sheppard with the good Tiking and consent of Tho:
Gooman’s overseer, as by the deposition of said Sheppard and Evans appeareth,
the court hath therefore ordered that the child shall be free from the said
Evans or his assigns and to be and remain at the disposing and education of the
said Geaween and the child’s godfather, who undertaketh to see it brought up in
the christian religion as aforesaid ("VA. Magazine”, vol. xii, p. 281).

In 1648 William Edwards and Rice Davis patd. 1080 ac. Sunken Marsh, James
City Co. opposite Dancing Point. Among the headrights was Dorothy, his wife. 21
Mar 1653 Wm. Edwards wit. receipt Robert Dingby of Bristol, mariner, to Wm.
Batt (Ibid., p. 31-3). 9 Apr. 1653 he was attorney for Wm. Corker to Water
(sic) Chiles, merchant, 2 man servants and 4 cows (Surry Records v. I p. 26-8;
*Surry Records 1", p. 12). 10 Jul 1653 William Edwards became a commissioner of
surry (Ibid., p. 29-31; Ibid, p. 14). 3 Oct. 1653 Mr. Wm. Edwards wit. deed
Hurleson to Jno. Price (Ibid., p. 303; Ibid., p. 15). 10 Feb 1657/ 3 May 1658
he wit. contract Thomas Warren of Gray’s Cr. to Thomas Rennells of Martin
Brandon in Charles City Co. (Ibid., 116-8). In 1657 he obtained a new grant for
the 1and on Sunken Marsh as well as another 720 ac.

William Edwards deposed that he was age 43 or thereabouts in a matter
between Sir. Wn. Berkeley and one Harris 25 Jan 1658/9 (Ibid p. 134-6; p. 81).
This would indicate he was born about 1615.

6 Apr 1659 Bond of Nath. Sylvester, merchant, to Wm. Edwards. On back
Edwards assigns to Abra. Shears, merchant. Sir William Berkeley, Knight,
discharges Wn. Edwards from a bond of 10,000 pounds tobacco. Mr. Edwards owes
two accounts to estate of Jno. Zaines (Ibid., p. 125-7; p. 74-5).

20 Apr 1660/ 1 May 1660 Wn. Edwards to Samuel Plawe 350 ac. Sunken Marsh
near Sunken Marsh Mill formerly pat. by Thos. Binnes for L.20.11 (Surry Court
Records 1 p. 146-148 per "Surry Records I" p. 81, 88). 18 Dec 1662/20 Feb
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SECOND GENERATION

1662/3 Jno. Leeke deeded chattels to Thomas Woodhouse, and in exchange
Vosdhouse ¢leared Leek’s debt of 2,795 Tbs. tobacco and caskes owed William

Edwards. Court
1673, and that

He marrie

Scords indicate that his son took over as Clerk of Court about
is probably when he died.

4 Dorothy Unknown Surname, circa 1629 (2), in England. Born,

circa 1607 (?), in England.
Dorothy was named in her husband’s claim for headrights when her husband
clained 1and on Sunken Marsh in James City Co., VA 1648. Children:

3

i
ii.

i,

William® Edwards.
John Edwards .

Ho could be the John Edwards whose will Rec. 11 Mar 1762
named son Jacob and Jess Braswell. Wit: William Edwards,

Pt ence Edwards, Ann Newsum (South. Co. WB 1, p. 438; "South.
Co. Wills I" p. 41).
Thomas_Edwards”.

There was an indentured servant by the name of Thomas
Edwards whose master was Roger Williams who was ordered to
erve an extra year on his indenture, and was ordered to be
F0gged with 20 lashes 7 July 1674 (Surry Records 11, p. 62).
F1°92%Goubtful 4 this is the same person, since the father of
our Thomas was well-to-do.





