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January 10, 2003

Dr. Rhodes Holliman
5684 Howell Drive
Dublin, Virginia 24084

Dear Rhodes:

Judy and | had a great time in Gatlinburg. | am enclosing a
copy of the brochure that describes the place where we stayed. As you
come info Gatlinburg and see the Information Center, you take your
immediate left and go past Jim Barna Log Homes, and it is right on the
side of the hill. Judy was worn out from doing for the children and the

o grandchildren during December, and they have a massage therapist
there full-time, so | arranged for Judy to get a massage. She slept almost
the rest of the day. We then got up and went to see the Louise Mandrell
Show that evening. She puts on a great show. She mentioned that she
was going to give her testimony at the First Baptist Church of Pigeon
Forge, so Judy and | saw her again on Sunday morning.

I hope Phyllis Ann is doing fine with her knees. It is amazing
what they can do. John injured his knee on his motorcycle several years
ago, and they had to do a partial replacement at that time. He was not
married then, and he had to move back in with us because he could not
even dress himself and could not even take a shower. His mother loved
having him back at home in spite of all the work.

Don't leave anything out when you send your jokes. Qur
crowd can handle anything that you can send. | appreciate the “No
Porno”, but nudes would be fine.
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We have yet to see any snow. We were hoping that since we
had our new SUV that we would at least run in to some snow while we
were in Gatlinburg.

Dianne told me recently that Phyllis had sent an e-mail with
an attachment, but she could not get it to print and could not pull up the
attachment.

Give my love to Phyllis.

JAH\dt

Enclosure
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January 14, 2003

VIA FACSIMILE (Fax #865-430-3344 *61)

Don Cason, Owner
Eight Gables Inn

219 North Mountain Trail
Gatlinburg, TN 37738

Dear Don:

For your records and your information, this letter is to confirm that
Judy and | were guests of your inn during the week following Christmas.

On Saturday night, December 28, 2002 at approximately 2:00 or
2:30 a.m., someone entered our room. Judy heard them enter and woke up. By
the time she got out of bed and got the lights on, they had already exited the
room., She immediately awoke me to ask me if | had locked both the locks the
night before. | assured her that | had and that anyone that came into the room
had to enter with a key. About that time, we received a call from you informing
us that the guests across from us had heard someone attempting to enter the
suite that they were staying in. Evidently the key that they used to enter our
room would not work on the other room.

We were planning to stay another night, but because of the
incident, we felt like we would have had troubie sleeping. We cut short our trip
and headed back to Alabama after church the next morning.

Whoever entered our room is lucky fo be dlive. If | had been the
one to hear the door open and saw someone standing in our room at 2:00 or
2:30 a.m., | would have shot him. 1 do not take any chances when my wife or

children may be in danger. | am sure you have heard the saying, “It is better to
be judged by 12 than caried by 6."

If you need any additional information, please feel free to give me
acall.

Very truly yours,

James A. Holliman

JAH\dt
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Doc. Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>
To: "James Alien Holliman" <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2003 2:42 PM

Subject: Re: your recent letter:
Dear Jim:

We are happy that you and Judy could get away for a break to Gatlinburg. It and Pigeon Forge are our favorite
places. | appreciate the brochure: a beautiful B & B. However, we will probably never go there. The stock
market has robbed us of our retirement savings and we are pretty much home bound. | don't expect that we will
live long enough to see a bullish market again if we have anything left.

Phyllis has a right knee arthroscopy scheduled for Feb. 4th. | expect that she will require surgical replacement of
both knees by summer which will probably cripple her for fife. She has always been too heavy and she is paying
for it now. She is a junk food addict.

| am packaging the first of the collections of ancestral photos to replace all the stuff you must have lost in the
computer crash. This time | will be sending hard copy by snailmail to your Bessemer address. The first 9 X 12
envelope will leave here tomorrow. If you prefer, I'll send these parcels to your home address. Let me know.

I'm going back to school ! [ start a night class in computer graphics at the local Community College next week.
This course is based on the Adobe Photoshop-7 program and, | hope, will provide all the essential information
that | need to restore antique photos. | have Adobe Photoshop-6 on my computer now and the photos | am
sending were produced by this program. | have taught myself what little | know. Photoshop-7 is an extremely
complicated program and, to learn it, | will require a lot of personal help. If | learn it well, | may take in photos
from others for fun and profit. The gun business is finished. I'm trying to sell my shop equipment. ! still have all
my gun collection and you will get first shot at it.

I'm breaking in some new digital hearing aids. My hearing loss was below 50% of normal in both ears. The
audiologist said that if | could get back to 75% of normal | would be lucky. | can again hear the TV evening news.

Bishop Holliman and | will be in Fayette around mid- to late April. We will probably bring two cars from his
Cookrville, TN home because | want to stay longer and do a lot more than he can stand. Heis 83! I'l be going
to a service at Old Shepherd in Newtonville and to Caines Ridge Primitive Baptist Church on route 159 just south
of Fayette (burial place of John Thomas and Martha Jane). Thus, my visit will overlap two Sundays. Don't know
yet if | am coming through B'ham. I'l be in Northport to visit Adoiph and Kay Blakeney. All of this depends on
how Phyllis recovers from the arthroscopy and her prognosis. If she is more crippled than she is right now, | will
have to stay here and take care of her.

Let me know when you receive the photos. | am working on a big collection for you. Each photo has a label on
the back.

Love to you and Judy, Rhodes

1/15/2003
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Doc. Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>
To: “James Allen Holliman" <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2003 3:17 PM

Attach: James' letter to Rebecca.eml
Subject: | AM GRATEFUL!

Dear Jim:

You are something else ! | Benefactor of mankind | There is a special place in Heaven for folks like you and
there are VERY FEW of you in this world. You are the most considerate and thoughtful person | have ever
known.

Attached is your request for Lt. James Franklin Holliman's letter to his wartime sweetheart, Rebecca Utley
Stewart, whom he married in 1867, about a year after he was released from the Yankee prison for Confederate
officers: Johnson's Island Prison in Lake Erie near Sandusky, Ohio. The site of that prison is currently under
excavation and has been given the status of a State Park. JFH and Rebecca had 4 children, 3 boys and a girl. |
will be sending you a restored photo in the next batch showing Virginia Ann Holliman, their oldest child. She was
an old-maid school teacher in Fayette County. | hope to have additional photos soon of JFH's offspring from both
wives. Rebecca died in 1883 and JFH was a widower until he married that beautiful Bertha Lee Powell in 1896:
she was 20 and he was 57 ||  The had their last child in 1907 when he was 68 years old. He died in 1911. He
and both wives are buried in the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery at Bluff, northwest Fayette County. | hope to take
you there some day.

Phyllis is facing a right knee arthroscopy on Feb. 4th. If she recovers from this fairly rapidly, we will go down to
Gatlinburg and celebrate her recovery. She had the left knee scoped last July and the doc pronounced it in bad,
worn out condition. We will pray for sufficient recovery to live normally for a little while.

| am taking a class in Photoshop 7 at the local Community College for 3 hours every Tuesday night. | need help
in learning this very complex and sophisticated program. You have already received some of my self-taught
experiments. | hope to get a lot better with restoration because | have many old photos that need more repairs
that can be done when | leam the new techniques.

That intruder would be dead if he had entered my room. | ALWAYS travel armed !

| haven't had time to read all of your emails of today. | had to get under the house (craw! space) this morning to
repair my warming devices on the pipes to the outside spigots. The temp. here will not get above 16 degrees
today ! It has been bitter cold and we had about 2 inches of snow last night.

I'l close this so that Dianne can get it to you today. If the attachment isn't adequate or if you need more info on
JFH's letter, just let me know. Stay tuned: I'l be back. Love to you and Judy, Rhodes

1/23/2003
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Jim Holliman" <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>
To: "Doc. Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>

Cc: <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>

Sent:  Thursday, January 23, 2003 11:31 AM

Dear Rhodes:
Many thanks for the ferific photographs. You are doing a great job.

When | saw the photograph of Lieutenant James Franklin Holliman, | remembered the
love letter that you read at the family reunion over a year ago. | had the opportunity
to attend the Hoover Historical Society meeting this week. The editor of the newsletter
approached me and said their membership loves to read the monthly newsletter and
is aiways looking for information to add to that newsletter. Could you e-mail me
another copy of the e-mail that you sent me a year and a haif ago? | would suspect
that she would reprint the total e-mail from you, including giving you credit for being
the source of the information. | have that e-mail around here somewhere, but | don't
know where | put it. | especially want that e-mail because it has your comments
about the reunion and your comments about the love letter.

If you have any other items of interest that they might could put in their newsletter,
send them on and | will send them to her, and | bet they get printed.

Keep me informed on everybody's health. | hope everybody comes out of these
medical problems in good shape.

1ost most of my hearing years ago from shooting too much. I have to wear hearing
aides in both ears.

Before | forget about it, | want to let you know that you will be receiving a gift
certificate for three nights at the Eight Gables Inn. Hold onto the brochure.

| am attaching a copy of a letter that | sent them. | failed to tell you in my last letter
the problem Judy and I had the last night we were there. { won't go into it in this
cormrespondence because you will see it all set out in my letter. Anyway, as a result of
that, they told me that they have specials during certain months and on certain days
of the week, and | can get a bargain rate. In effect, | can get 3 nights for the price of
2 if you and Phyllis would like to go. | am sure you would. It is an exceptionally nice
place. Breakfast is included. | wouldn't waste money on the evening meals because
Judy and | were not impressed with the evening mealis.

Teli Phyilis | asked about her.

Love,
Jim

1/23/2003
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Jim Holliman" <jholiiman1610@belisouth.net>
To: "Doc. Holliman" <holliman@psknet.com>

Cc: <jholliman1610@belisouth.net>

Sent:  Thursday, January 23, 2003 11:36 AM

Dear Rhodes:

The gift certificate you will receive from Eight Gables Inn will be on the main level.
Because of Phyllis' knees, | told them to make sure that you got a ground floor room.
That will be specified on the gift certificate. If you eat breakfast there, it shouldn't cost
you too much for the trip. They also have desserts at night free of charge, along with
a free breakfast. They have a tea room that serves a light fare, which includes soup
and sandwiches.

Love, Jim

1/23/2003
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Jim Holliman" <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>
To: "Doc. Holliman" <holiiman@psknet.com>

Cc: <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2003 11:39 AM

Subject:  Introductory paragraph from Dianne/3rd e-mail from your cousin
Dear Rhodes:

Your cousin keeps adding more paragraphs, and | keep sending his e-mails to you
after | think he is through. Sorry about that.

By the way, | thoroughly enjoy ail of your e-mails, too.

Dianne

Dear Rhodes:
I noticed in one of your last e-mails that you and Bishop may be down here sometime
in April. | don't know what my schedule will be during that period of time, but let me

know when you have your final schedule prepared, and | will do my best to see you
while you are in Fayette. 3

Love, Jim

1/23/2003
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March 3, 2003

Dr. Rhodes Holliman
5684 Howell Drive
Dublin, Virginia 24084

Dear Rhodes:

| received a copy of my Hoover Historical newsletter. They
pretty much used your e-mail as you sent it to me over a year ago. It
starts on Page 4 and continues on Page 5.

Y I hope Phyllis is doing a lot better.

| attempted to e-mail to you information about some
products that Dad used when he had cancer. They certainly appeared
to be working for him, and | thought you might want to take a look at the
most current studies on those products.

Love,
e
Jim
JAHXdt
Enclosure
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Dear Jim and Judy: Wednesday, 18 January 2006

1 hardly know how to begin. We have drifted apart again and that is not good. I propose that we
do something about it.

Glenda Youngblood Norris, my niece in Alabaster, sent me the obit from the B’ham paper. Iam
saddened by the passing of your sister and have lifted up your family in prayer, especially Aunt
Leta, you and Charlotte Ann. I am remiss in not having your mother’s address. The next time
you see her, please give her my most sincere condolences.

1 never dreamed that I would outlive any of your generation. I'll be 78 next month, God willing,
and have exceeded my life expectancy. Mother died at 77, Dad at 83.

Since joining the First Christian Church-Disciples of Christ four years ago, my life, interests and
objectives have changed dramatically. Since I grew up a traditional Methodist and was baptized
in that denomination, I realized that I needed to re-dedicate my life to God and I pleaded with my
pastor to re-baptize me with total immersion. He reluctantly consented and Phyllis Anne and I
got in the Baptismal together. Since that day, I have tried to give every waking moment to the
requests of Jesus Christ and the needs of our church. I am concentrating on hospice work for
terminal cancer patients and on our church music program. God has blessed me beyond my
fondest dreams. I was a delegate to the International Assembly of the Christian Church-Disciples
of Christ last July in Portland, Oregon, and was elected Deacon by our congregation in October.
Three of us (my pastor, senior Elder and me) were thrown into a hotbed of liberalism in Portland
and we had to defend the Scriptures and Commandments. As conservatives, we confronted 5400
liberals with the word of God but were soundly defeated. There will be much “wailing and
gnashing of teeth” on Judgement Day ! Our congregation gave us a rousing “well done” upon
our return.

1 hope that you don’t mind my type script. My hand script is so clumsy and painful now with
damage from arthritis that I don’t try script.

If you feel that I am qualified to know, please tell me what caused Martha Jane’s demise. I will
keep in confidence anything you tell me. Bishop Holliman (age 86), of Cookeville, TN) had seen
the obit and was very concerned. He and I correspond weekly. He has been a big supporter of
my genealogy work. Much information and photos have come my way in the past 2 years.
Friends in England have been working on our Holliman ancestors from their church records and
other sources. They go to the Anglican Church where our 12™ great grandpa was christened !
John Hollyman in 1572 ! His son, Christopher Charles Hollyman, Sr., arrived in the Jamestown
Colony on 22 May 1620 ! Jamestown will commemorate 4 centuries next year and, if I’m able,
T'll be there for the ceremony celebrating original settlers.

Our ranks grow thinner. Please, let me hear from you and update me on the family. You and
yours are greatly loved in spite of appearances. May God bless and keep all of you safe.

Your brother in Christ, Rhodes
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Doc Holliman
From: "Dianne Taylor" <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>
To: “Doc Holliman" <docholliman@adelphia.net>
Cc: "Dianne” <dianne@holiimaniaw.com>
Sent: Friday, February 03, 2006 2:00 PM
Subject: Re:

Dear Rhodes:

| appreciate your letter of January 18th. It hit right at the end of the
month when we get here early in the morning and stay late. | do think of
you often, and everybody enjoys your emails whether it is humor or serious
petitions against whatever is happening in Washington.

Martha Jane's death has been extremely hard on Mother, Martha was a
rebellious child almost from the day she was born. | sat down one time
and figured up how much it probably cost Mother and Dad, and | suspect
it was somewhere close to a million doliars. We were always hoping that
she would turn her life around. She was unable to live next to anybody
because she loved to fight. She and Charlotte were not close, and | am
afraid | did not keep in touch with her. My son John probably saw her
more than anyone because he loved to go hunting on the farm.
Unfortunately, he had been invited to another huniing club by one of his
friends, so he did not see her before her death this season.

| always pass along your messages to Mother, and she is aiways glad to
hear that you are surviving. Mother now lives with us. She has an
apartment at our house. We recently sold the house that we had been
living in for the last twelve years and moved to a smaller home, but it has
three levels. Mother is on the lower level. She is aimost 94 now and she
has an elevator chair to come up and join the rest of us when she feels
iike it, but she has a nice, full daylight apartment downstairs. Judy's
mother is 84, and she lives upstairs. | am in the middle with Judy, in more
ways than one.

Qur lives revolve around our grandchildren. We have five grandchildren
within twenty minutes of our house. My daughter especially is at our
house a lot with her three boys. All of her children are within a few
minutes of us every morning because of the schools that they attend. All
three of the boys are in different schools. My daughter Lora has an 11-
year-old, a 10-year-old, and a soon-to-be 5-year-old. The 5-year-old goes

2/3/2006
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to 4-K Kindergarten at Hunter Street Baptist Church. | feel real blessed
because both of my children have their spouses and their children in
church every Sunday. Lora's two oldest boys, the 11-year-old and 10-
year-old, were saved last year and were Baptized. That is always on your
mind. You always hope that your children and grandchildren accept
Christ.

I was glad to see that you had re-dedicated your life. | have been
considering the same thing for several years now. | was Baptized when |
was twelve at the First Baptist Church in Birmingham with total immersion,
and in my opinion, | need to do that again. 1 have planned to do it for
quite some fime to set an example for everybody else. | am so well
known in this area that | feel like | have to set an example every day.

| am like you. Itry, but | am not always successful in dedicating every
waking moment to what Jesus wants me to do. My work gets in the way.
Sometimes | get so concentrated on my work that | forget where my
priorities are. | do have a chance to witness a lot in my law practice. |
have some very dramatic Christian prints in the conference room where |
meet with all my clients.

Speaking of prints, | have had framed my collection of Confederate prints
that | have collected over the years and have hung those in the hallway
as you come into the front of the building. They have received a lot of
attention. The one thing that receives the most attention is the set of
photographs representing the ancestors of James A. Holliman prepared
by you. That is very much a conversation starter. People ook at our
Confederate heritage and our heritage with the American Revolution and
want to talk about their families at the same time they are looking at the
pictures you prepared.

if | was refired, | would like to do what you are doing now and devote a
lot of time to church activities. | am very fortunate. | am a member of a
very conservative, rightwing church. The mainstream denominations are
going to hellin a hurry. 1do keep up with that, but | didn't know that you
were faced with that problem. | agree with you. There will be much
"wailing and gnashing of teeth" on Judgment Day. The only thing you can
do is expose them to what the truth is.

I think your typing is great. | am spoiled because Dianne has always taken
care of me. | have lost whatever typing skills | had.

2/3/2006
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| am looking at your letter again and | notice you asked what caused
Martha Jane's demise. Approximately twenty-five years ago, Martha
Jane's liver failed and they gave her about a week to live. | went to see
her and she looked to weigh about 250 Ibs., though it was only because
her liver was failing. Her body was orange. For some reason, she
recovered. She was in Cooper Green Hospital at the time. Dad had put
her in an apartment in Vestavia or Hoover, and | remember going there
and the manager begging Dad to get her to move out because she
loved to fight with the neighbors. Dad had even prepaid six months rent
so she would have a place to stay. About that time, he redlized that the
only place he could put her was on the farm. Dad and Cecil used to
spend every weekend at the farm and they had it looking like a
postcard. They would take their clippers and saws and trim up every tree
on one particular "forty”, and they had an old frame house with a pot
belly stove where they used to sit around and reminisce. When Dad put a
trailer down there for Martha Jane, Dad didn't lose interest, but he felt like
Martha Jane did not want him there. For the last twenty years, she was
married to William Simmons, and of course, they had a love/hate
relationship. William did take pretty good care of the farm. He owned
augers and did underground boring for a living. Even though he only had
a 7th grade education, he knew more about engineering than a
graduate engineer knew. He was a real interesting person to be around.
Martha actually got in the pits with him and did boring. It was good for
her. Her health was affecting by her heavy drinking all her life. | don't
know if she ever quit. She probably just drank less. She smoked 3 to 4
packs of cigarettes a day all of her life from the time she was a teenager.
| never thought she was would die because she seemed to have ¢ lives.
She probably had been married about 7 times during her lifetime. If | had
known that she was so close to her death, | would have been down
there. Mother was talking o her for the last two weeks of her life, and she
seemed to have turned her life around. She had been Baptized about
ten years ago, and all of us went to the Baptismal on Sunday night. We
were just hoping and praying that she was genuinely saved. | talked to
the pastor at the funeral and he remembered very well Baptizing her, and
he was convinced that Martha had a strong faith and belief in Jesus
Christ. She just couldn't shake her bad habits and her temper.

When Dad had lung cancer in 1993 and was not expected to live, he

agreed to build her a nice brick home on that "forty”. He was unable to

supervise it. Even though he knew a lot about construction, he was more
2/3/2006
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concerned about his treatments for his lung cancer. | had Dad on an
altemative freatment of shark cartilage through retention enemas, and
within four months, there was no evidence that he ever had a tumor. His
original doctor said he would live no more than six months, and that was
in 1993. He did not die until the Year 2000, and it was not from lung
cancer. Dad and | had a chance to make a lot of trips. He had a small
fravel van just big enough for two people that he had completely
modified himself, with a refrigerator, air conditioner, sleep area, and a
lithe cooktop. We traveled all over the United States and Canada. After
he got cured of his cancer, | took him down to the Baja. We flew to
California, and | rented an RV and we spent a couple of weeks doing
that. The year before that, | flew him to Guadalagjara, Mexico, and we
stayed there and toured and took a train through The Copper Canyon. [
will always be grateful that | had that time.

| especially wish | had time and wish you were closer so | could share your
work on the Holliman family. You are always in my thoughts. Don't quit
sending me emails of any kind. Send me everything you have. Dianne
loves to receive them, and then she passes a lot of them along to others
in the office and outside the office.

It is obvious that God has blessed you and your family just ike he has us,
and if we don't see each other in this lifetime, we will definitely get
together later.

Jim

2/3/2006
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Doc Holliman

From: “Dianne Taylor" <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>
To: “Doc Holliman” <docholliman@adelphia.net>
Cc: "Dianne” <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 2006 10:58 AM
Subject: Re:

Dear Rhodes:
| appreciate the CD. | got it this morning.

I have two memories of Uncle Mute. | remember going down there with
Cecil and Dad. For some reason, it was after dark. | remember they had
no indoor plumbing and the outhouse was right out back of the house. |
guess | was preteen when that took place. My other memory is even
earlier than that. It would have been in the late 40's or early 50's when |
drove with Dad and Cecil during daylight hours to Granny Baker's house.
That is when | remember the condition of the roads.

| remember very well both of their houses, and | always regretted that |
didn't go down there more.

There is another memory | think | have already mentioned to you. It was
when you, Cecil, Dad and | were down there and we walked out the
back of Uncle Mute's house across ¢ field. The field was recently plowed.
| believe it was on this same visit that we went to a flint pile where
arrowheads used to be made. | remember very little about that.

Many, many years ago, | used to keep in touch with Travis. | believe | did
her will. Her daughter, whose name escapes me at the moment, had
some serious marital problems, and I represented her at the Birmingham
Courthouse in a divorce case. Before Dad died, we went to see Travis.
She lived in Pelham with her daughter on a hiil overlooking the City of
Pelham. During this last visit, | remember her son was living on Granny
Baker's old homeplace. If | remember correctly, he was living in an old
trailer or lean-to and had no utilities. Obviously, there was something
wrong with his mind.

| have been under the weather for the last week or two. | am dictating
this email on February 27th. | noticed your wife is going to have her knee
replaced today. Cecile is just probably a few minutes from my office.
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I wish | could sing. 1 would love to be in the choir. | always sit up front in a
very large congregation so | can sing and nobody will hear my voice.

We haven't had a major snow storm here since 1993. That snow
happened the same week that we discovered Dad had lung cancer.

I enjoy your letters, and | hope everybody survives their health problems.

Mother is pretty much homebound at our house now. Three of my
grandchildren are involved in wresting and the season just finished. My
daughter's two oldest, Jackson and James, ages 11 and 10, did real well
in Youth Wrestling. John Allen’s son, Chase Holliman, who'is 11 years old,
won the State Championship in the 120-Ib. class. | have never been a fan
of wrestling, but watching these kids wrestle is a lot of fun. Very rarely
does an opponent weigh more than 2 or 3 lbs. more than the other child.

John Allen is manager of State Farm, and because of Hurricane Katrina,
the company has decided to transfer him to Baldwin and Mobile County.
He has to take the transfer if he ever wants to be considered for vice
president. He may be back in Birmingham in a year or two. I will take
years for that area to recover.

Maranatha
Jim
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Doc Holliman

From: "Dianne Taylor” <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>
To: “Doc Holliman" <docholliman@adeiphia.net>
Cc: “Dianne” <dianne@hollimaniaw.com>

Sent: Friday, February 03, 2006 3:00 PM

Subject: Re:

Dear Rhodes:

| appreciate your letter of January 18th. It hit right at the end of the
month when we get here early in the morning and stay late. | do think of
you often, and everybody enjoys your emails whether it is humor or serious
petitions against whatever is happening in Washington.

Martha Jane's death has been exiremely hard on Mother. Martha was a
rebellious child almost from the day she was born. | sat down one time
and figured up how much it probably cost Mother and Dad, and | suspect
it was somewhere close to a million dollars. We were always hoping that
she would turn her life around. She was unable to live next to anybody
because she loved to fight. She and Charlotte were not close, and | am
ofraid | did not keep in touch with her. My son John probably saw her
more than anyone because he loved to go hunting on the farm.
Unfortunately, he had been invited to another hunting club by one of his
friends, so he did not see her before her death this season.

| always pass along your messages to Mother, and she is always glad to
hear that you are surviving. Mother now lives with us. She has an
apartment at our house. We recently sold the house that we had been
living in for the [ast twelve years and moved to a smaller home, but it has
three levels. Mother is on the lower level. She is aimost 94 now and she
has an elevator chair to come up and join the rest of us when she feels
like it, but she has a nice, full daylight apartment downstairs. Judy’s
mother is 84, and she lives upstairs. | am in the middle with Judy, in more
ways than one.

Our lives revolve around our grandchildren. We have five grandchildren
within twenty minutes of our house. My daughter especially is at our
house a lot with her three boys. All of her children are within a few
minutes of us every morning because of the schools that they attend. All
three of the boys are in different schools. My daughter Lora has an 11-
year-old, a 10-year-old, and a soon-to-be 5-year-old. The 5-year-old goes

7/9/2006





image24.jpeg
Page 2 of 4

to 4-K Kindergarten at Hunter Street Baptist Church. | feel real blessed
because both of my children have their spouses and their children in
church every Sunday. Lord's two oldest boys, the 11-year-old and 10-
year-old, were saved last year and were Baptized. That is always on your
mind. You always hope that your children and grandchildren accept
Christ.

| was glad to see that you had re-dedicated your life. | have been
considering the same thing for several years now. | was Baptized when |
was twelve at the First Baptist Church in Birmingham with total immersion,
and in my opinion, | need to do that again. | have planned to do it for
quite some time to set an exampile for everybody else. | am so well
known in this area that | feel like | have to set an example every day.

I am like you. | try, but | am not always successful in dedicating every
waking moment to what Jesus wants me to do. My work gets in the way.
Sometimes | get so concentrated on my work that | forget where my
priorities are. |1 do have a chance to witness a lot in my law practice. |
have some very dramatic Christian prints in the conference room where |
meet with all my clients.

Speaking of prints, | have had framed my collection of Confederate prints
that | have collected over the years and have hung those in the hallway
as you come into the front of the building. They have received a lot of
attention. The one thing that receives the most attention is the set of
photographs representing the ancestors of James A. Holliman prepared
by you. That is very much a conversation starter. People look at our
Confederate heritage and our heritage with the American Revolution and
want to talk about their families at the same time they are looking at the
pictures you prepared.

If | was retired, | would like to do what you are doing now and devote a
lot of time to church activities. | am very fortunate. | am a member of a
very conservative, rightwing church. The mainstream denominations are
going to hellin a hurry. | do keep up with that, but | didn't know that you
were faced with that problem. | agree with you. There will be much
"wailing and gnashing of teeth” on Judgment Day. The only thing you can
do is expose them to what the truth is.

1 think your typing is great. | am spoiled because Dianne has always taken
care of me. | have lost whatever typing skills | had.
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| am looking at your letter again and | notice you asked what caused
Martha Jane's demise. Approximately twenty-five years ago, Martha
Jane's liver failed and they gave her about a week to live. | went fo see
her and she looked to weigh about 250 lbs., though it was only because
her liver was failing. Her body was orange. For some reason, she
recovered. She was in Cooper Green Hospital at the time. Dad had put
her in an apartment in Vestavia or Hoover, and | remember going there
and the manager begging Dad to get her to move out because she
loved to fight with the neighbors. Dad had even prepaid six months rent
so she would have a place to stay. About that time, he realized that the
only place he could put her was on the farm. Dad and Cecit used to
spend every weekend at the farm and they had it looking like a
postcard. They would take their clippers and saws and trim up every tree
on one particular “forty”, and they had an old frame house with a pot
belly stove where they used to sit around and reminisce. When Dad put a
trailer down there for Martha Jane, Dad didn't lose interest, but he felt like
Martha Jane did not want him there. For the last twenty years, she was
married to Williom Simmons, and of course, they had a love/hate
relationship. William did take pretty good care of the farm. He owned
augers and did underground boring for a living. Even though he only had
a 7th grade education, he knew more about engineering than a
graduate engineer knew. He was a real interesting person to be around.
Martha actually got in the pits with him and did boring. It was good for
her. Her health was affecting by her heavy drinking all her life. | don't
know if she ever quit. She probably just drank less. She smoked 3 to 4
packs of cigarettes a day all of her life from the time she was a teenager.
I never thought she was would die because she seemed to have 9 lives.
She probably had been married about 7 times during her lifetime. If | had
known that she was so close to her death, | would have been down
there. Mother was talking to her for the last two weeks of her fife, and she
seemed to have tumed her life around. She had been Baptized about
ten years ago, and all of us went to the Baptismal on Sunday night. We
were just hoping and praying that she was genuinely saved. | talked o
the postor at the funeral and he remembered very well Baptizing her, and
he was convinced that Martha had a strong faith and belief in Jesus
Christ. She just couldn't shake her bad habits and her temper.

When Dad had lung cancer in 1993 and was not expected fo live, he

agreed to build her a nice brick home on that "forty". He was unable to

supervise it. Even though he knew a lot about construction, he was more
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concemed about his treatments for his lung cancer. | had Dad on an
altemative treatment of shark cartilage through retention enemas, and
within four months, there was no evidence that he ever had a tumor. His
original doctor said he would live no more than six months, and that was
in 1993. He did not die until the Year 2000, and it was not from lung
cancer. Dad and | had a chance to make a lot of trips. He had a small
travel van just big enough for two people that he had completely
modified himself, with a refrigerator, air conditioner, sleep area, and a
little cooktop. We traveled all over the United States and Canada. After
he got cured of his cancer, | took him down to the Baja. We flew to
Cdlifornia, and | rented an RV and we spent a couple of weeks doing
that. The year before that, | flew him to Guadalgjara, Mexico, and we
stayed there and toured and took a train through The Copper Canyon. |
will always be grateful that | had that time.

| especially wish | had time and wish you were closer so | could share your
work on the Holliman family. You are always in my thoughts. Don't quit
sending me emails of any kind. Send me everything you have. Dianne
loves to receive them, and then she passes a lot of them along to others
in the office and outside the office.

It is obvious that God has blessed you and your family just like he has us,
and if we don't see each other in this lifetime, we will definitely get
together later.

Jim
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Doc Holliman

From: “Dianne Taylor” <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>
To: "Doc Holiiman" <docholliman@adelphia.net>
Cc: "Dianne" <dianne@hollimanlaw.com>

Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2006 11:02 AM

Subject: Re: Dirt Roads

Dear Rhodes:

Reading your email on "dirt roads” reminded me of when | was very young
and going to Granny Baker's house. | can still picture that old house in my
mind. | guess because it fook so long to get there, | always remember the
condition of some of the roads we took before we finally got to her
house.

| drive that road from Tuscaloosa to Fayette when | have a case at the
Fayette County Courthouse. Most people take 43 and then take a left on
18. I still like to drive down that road and try to picture where her house
was. | also remember many of the houses in that area didn't have indoor
plumbing. 1 still try to pick out the field where | followed you, Cecil and
Dad when i was about 10 years old. | would watch you pick out
arrowheads out of the field, and | would try to do the same, though |
never was able to see them in the plowed dirt the way you did.

Jim
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Delores M.Sabo
7705 Red Oak Rd.
Deford, Ml 48729

Home Phone 989-683-8409
Email cen75590@centurytel.net

March 15, 2002

James A Holliman

1610 Fourth Avenue North
Bessemer, Alabama 35020
(205) 424-5494

Dear James,

Thank you for answering my Christmas card to your dad. I’'m very sorry to hear
of his passing. I’'m sure you will miss him.

Although he and | only met the one time, he was very good to me and gave me
information | was in need of. He probably didn’t mention but | am his Uncle
Coleman’s (Baker) daughter. ! was born Oct. 24, 1945, the fall after he passed
away. His sister would not recognize my mother when she came to settle
Coleman’s estate in Cleveland, Oh. May 1945. | didn’t find out myself about my
parentage until | was 50 years old. After | located the two cousins in Fayette,
Ala., | made a trip to see them at Thanksgiving (1995) and they took me to meet
your father. We had lunch there in Birmingham and he gave me a full family
history that one of his sons had written in school. It’s very important to me. June
sent me several pictures and letters Coleman had written to his mother.

I have written to both Camilla and June since visiting there, but don’t hear back
from them. This year my Christmas card came back from Camilla. | appreciate
your following up on your dad’s card because | have been concerned due to his
age. | know | have other cousins but they feel it’s too late to have any kind of
relationship and Coleen responded in kind. You can see why all your dad did
was so meaningfull to me.

Someday, | will come back to my father’s gravesite and if you care to let me
know where your dad is buried | will make the attempt to visit his as well.

Again, thank you.

Secon )cousin,
o

Delores Sabo
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LAW OFFICES OF

HOLLIMAN, SHOCKLEY & KELLY
JAMES A. HOLLIMAN

CANDICE J. SHOCKLEY* 1610 FOURTH AVENUE NORTH
THOMAS L. KELLY BESSEMER, ALABAMA 35020
JOHN R. HOLLIMAN TELEPHONE (205) 424-5494

FAX (205) 424-6559

March 25, 2002

Dr. Rhodes Holliman
5684 Howell Drive
Dublin, Virginia 24084

Dear Rhodes:

2491 PELHAM PARKWAY.
(HIGHWAY 31, AT OAK MOUNTAIN)
PELHAM, ALABAMA 35124
TELEPHONE (205) 663-0281
FAX (205) 663-9464

* MEMBER FLORIDA AND
GEORGIA BAR

The second Christmas after Dad had passed away, he got a
Christmas card from a Delores Sabo. Mother and | did not recognize the
name, and | wrote Ms. Sabo to let her know about Dad's death. This
week | received the enclosed letter. | noticed she has an e-mail address.
| know she would love to hear from you, and there is probably a lot of

information that you can give her that | cannot.

| am sending her a copy of this letter so she will know that |

am forwarding this information to you.
Love,

£ NWEPae\l

/

James A. Holliman
JAH\dt
Enclosure

xc:  Delores Sabo
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THOMAS L. KELLY BESSEMER, ALABAMA 35020 TELEPHONE (205) 663-0281
TELEPHONE (205) 424-5494 FAX (205) 663-9464

N R. HOLLIMAN
B FAX (205) 424-6559
* MEMBER FLORIDA AND

April 23, 2002 GEORGIA BAR

Dr. Rhodes Holliman
5684 Howell Drive
Dublin, Virginia 24084

Dear Rhodes:

| came across some pictures of Mother and Dad. | assume
they were made while they were in their 50's. | hope this is satisfactory for
whatever purpose you have got in mind. This is the best | could come up
with after going through many boxes down at the farm.

The next time you get a letter from me, | hope to have
enclosed gift cards from Marriott. | purchased gift cards for you to use just
in case you want to stay at Marriott Courtyard here in Hoover. If you don't
get a chance to use them here, you can use them anywhere in the
country. As | understand it from their web page, you just take these cards
and use them. They swipe them through their machine at the hotel.

Mother is still enjoying all the humor. Since she is in this
retirement home with many older people, including retired pastors, | do
remove the e-mail names from the humor before she passes it out fo the

others.
Love,
i
James A. Holliman
JAH\dt

Enclosures
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2491 PELHAM PARKWAY
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THOMAS L. KELLY. BESSEMER, ALABAMA 35020 TELEPHONE (205) 6630281
JOHN R, HOLLIMAN TELEPHONE (205) 424-5494 FAX (205) 663+

FAX (205) 424-6559

“ MEMBER FLORIDA AND
GEORGIA BAR

September 19, 2002

Dr. Rhodes Holliman
5684 Dublin Drive
Dublin, Virginia 24084

Dear Rhodes:

I have been in Israel for most of September and got back this
past Saturday only to find out that Dianne's computer “crashed” while she
and | both were gone. We are not back on the Internet yet. You can
send e-mails to my e-mail address at home, and that e-mail address is:

~ jholiman3204@charter.net. | don't know what | have missed for the last
two weeks since there was no way to retrieve anything. | hope you are
doing well.
Love,
@;ﬂ/
= Jim
JAH\dt
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Doc. Holliman

From: "Jim Holliman" <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>
To: <holliman@psknet.com>

Cc: <jholliman1610@bellsouth.net>

Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2002 12:42 PM

Dear Rhodes:

Let me bring you up to date. First of all, | am under no circumstances mad with you,
Phyllis or anyone else in the family.

When | made my plans to go fo Israel, | knew it would require some sacrifice in my
schedule. Right before | left and towards the last of August, we were extremely busy,
right up to the day that | actually got on the plane. Taking two weeks out of my
normal schedule is practically impossible to do, but I had wanted to do this for years
and | do not regret any single minute of the trip.

While | was gone, our computer crashed. We bought new equipment. We did not
immediately re-establish our e-mail connection because | was so busy playing catch-
up. It seems like | have been working even more than usual. Our real estate practice
is just going through the roof because of these 5% and 6% interest rates. | am spending
more than half my time at the Pelham office helping John do real estate closings and
at the same time, | am still trying to balance my trial schedule.

My partner, Tom Kelly, was very good about giving me all your e-mails each morning
and putting them on my desk so | could read them and then pass them on o
whomever | wanted to pass them on to. We got behind for a lot of reasons, but even
when we re-established our e-mail address, Tom was no longer giving me my e-mails.
Dianne and | were so preoccupied with trying to keep up our work that weeks went by
before we even checked the e-mail. We get practically zero comrespondence as far
as the law practice is concerned through our e-mail address, but | finally asked Dianne
to start keeping up with this for me, but | have just been so busy.

1 got a wonderful personal note from Phyliis, and | put that note in a folder and was
going to write her immediately and tell her how thoughtful it was for to write me and
say such wonderful things. Please pass on to her that her note meant a lot to me and |
can never repay you for all the work that you have done on the family history. We
enjoy so much everything we receive from you each morning. There have been many
laughs in the office because of some of these e-mails that you have sent.

I'still am not caught up. | hope here shortly that | will have more time. Judy and |
spend our weekends with the family. We try to give our daughter and her husband
some relief by taking the two oldest boys off their hands periodically. Along with
family, work and church, it just seems like | get further and further behind.

Don't ever think that | am upset with you for any reason. | wish you were closer, and |
wish we could spend more time together. | especially wish | had the opportunity to
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know what you know, not only about your wonderful skills, but also your history of the
family. With Cecil and Dad being gone, you are the only one that has all this
knowledge. | feel like my work schedule and family schedule are so bad that | don't
have time to take advantage of everything that you know.

| apologize for not keeping in fouch with you. | owe my wife, Judy some personal time,
and | noticed in one of your last e-mails that Phyllis was going to pick up her new car. |
also looked at a Toyota and came real close to buying one. They are wonderful
vehicles, and Consumer Reports rates them the highest. One of the members of our
church sells GMC vehicles, so we just bought a Yukon. After all of your and Phyllis'
descriptions about the trips to Gatlinburg, Judy and [ have decided to go to
Gatlinburg either Christmas Day or the day after Christmas just to get a break. |
haven't had a four-wheel drive in a long time. | read your description of the snow
turning to ice, and | hope Judy and | do not run into that. |talked to the lady at the
bed & breakfast. | believe the name of it is Seven Gables, but | will have to go back
and check my reservation. She said it would notf be a bad idea to have a four-wheel
drive the last week in December. | agree with you; | think we are overdue for some
real cold weather. We haven't had a major storm in Alabama since 1993. That was
the week that Dad was in the hospital right after they discovered he had lung cancer.

Tell Phyliis again that | appreciate her thoughts, and we do love you and we miss you,
and | wish | had fime fo talk with you more often. Again, | appreciate everything that
you do.

Love,

Jim

12/11/2002








