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soring,” which fan into the creek.'’ In November 1
Gaines secured permission to build the Choctaw Trading House

on his site, and the Choctaws generously gave him a plot of

land approximatel

two square miles surrounding cthe post.

g been instructed to ask the commanding officer at New

Orleans for a "company of infantry," Gaines received only a

"sergeant and 12 men since more could not be spared.”

carpenters and several "choppers,"

Gaines journeyed

the chosen site

with everything necessary o carry on

During che seven months it took to complete the

factory, Gaines was occupied almost cot. che daily

"The Indian families

she neigh

pretcy good neighbors." The men often gave extra gzame to the

workers, and the women brought poultry e women were eager

for reasonable

to work

e zarden or fields mear the post
compensacion.”?! However, not everyching went smootaly; and

even litc

e episodes needed to be handled s

example, Gaines' father-in-law made a gift

cattle to the wilderness family. Gaines reported, "A few

(the cac reached us che second

himself the governor of the

3
*7"Gaines' Reminiscences," 176-177.

factor, the aingo expected a negative
aines surprised him wich an affirmative
o whom they elonged, the mingo

is consenc for the cartle ©o remain.”~ 3y

Gaines was well

ais trading house, cthe

While Gaines

Choczaw

americans
lands. The

Col. Joha Mc
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che ons were John Rhea and John

goriac

the talks wenr poorly, even thou;

y the commissioners brought

numerous gifts for the leaders as well as corn and "beef of

the best quality." The major problem appeared to be cthat che

Choctaws fel: cthat they, as a nation, had not been compen

sated sufficiencly for their support during the recent wars.

he

After assuring the natives that ¢ ibe as a whole, as well

as certain individuals, would soon be rewarded, the

commissioners were able to make progress. On October 26,
the Choczaws at cthe meeting signed a treaty

,000 anaually

for twenty years and to discribute on a one-cime basis

serchandise valued at $10,000.%%

That che negotiacions were held nearby helped the new

post regain its old prosperity, and business

steadily. The trade was much as it had been earlier at St.
Stephens. The Indiams traded pelts, hides, beeswax, tallow

surplus game, baskets, cotton, and corn in return for hoes,

axes, ploughs, coarse cloth, arms, and ammuni:

817, Gaines reported an inventory of 522,283.10

December 31,

and other assers that increased the toral value ©

$44,011.11. The following spring, the

shipment of supplies valued at $13,722.69.

indicat;

28,000 pounds of
3

,000 pound: and 90,000 pounds

long as ading post was locat

ed

hens, suop

could travel up the river to

which
overland by wagon. The move to a site near old Fort

There were no

on eliminated these

roads as such, and the Tombi.

four inches wide. Made

vessel coul

The other barge, the G
feet long and twelve f inches wide.

is boat as made of "timber cedars,

as, bottom planks white oak, side planks

vered wit

olanks, st

cyprass.

draws when loaded ibout 18 inches water.”

<een tons or one hundred

merchandise and was "well furnished with

hooks and
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when Gaines' successor decided to

the way down the river o be sold,

in a scorm.?’
After serving as factor for thirteen years,
St. Stephens and then at the new post near

ines asked permission o

director of a bank

Thomas L. McKenney, the Superintendent of the Indian Trade,

asked him to reconsider; but Gaines refused. Benjamin

assistan

temporary replacement until another could be appointed.

Everec: and a clerk, am 3oykin, carried om the dusiness

of the Trading House on a daily basis &

and Gaines visized the establishment ac the end of each

er axamining the

quarter and af

required records to Washington. in January 1

recommendation,

appoinced John Hersey as the new factor. o

President James Yonroe, on McXenmev's

ersey immediately ran into difficulty. Following the
instructions of the Superinctendent of the Indian Trade,

McXenney, Hersey attempced to raise che price of trading

goods. This decision caused che Indians o view hiam

fersey also ran inco crouble with cercain

government officials when he became

Plaisance,
28,

"Caines’ Reminiscences,

420421,

land concroversy. In borh 1318 and 1819,

been called to a courcil meeting at the

discuss ceding more of their land o

Although che government spenc large sums on gifts o be

distriduced to the tribe and the commissioners were

instructed o iberal in their promises to
boch councils ended in failure fo secure new land.
Pustmataha echoed the sentiments of mest of cthe Choctaw

that the Choctaws had

purchase scme

aome to spars.

1f of his garment, the remainder

frem the hand,

had land

As whites soured into the lands of Mississippi and

Alabama following the previous Indian land cession, they
coveted the fertile lands of the Choctaws. as early as 1815,

he tools and supplies that che Choctaws Tequested Gaines

keep in stock at the factory, as well as their req

zin to be placed on ctheir land
already begun to grow cotton fairly exrensively.

the presence of gold would prompt whites o
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or £o manipulate the Indian:

so thac lands could be caken,

the desire to cultivate white gold produced simil.

in the 1820s and 1830s. From che President on down, an

Americans racionalized that the Indians would be better off

if they moved west of the Mississippi River.

In September 1820, the United Stares called 3 meeting

at Doaks' Stand on the Nactchez scuss the matter of
land cessions again. The American commissioners were Andrew

Jackson and Thomas Hinds, and their instructions were to

negotiate a cession of Choctaw lands in southern

Mississippi.

Jackson, who

assembled Choctaws that unless the Choctaws agreed o the

cession, white sectlers the fertile westarn
lands, plentiful with zame, which were being saved for them

and there was nothing che federal government could do. When

Indians' will, Jackson stated

this threat failed to break

that the federal government by the Treaty of Hopewell had the

power to manage the Indians' affairs, If necessary, the

nacional government would use force to relocate part of the

hreats and incimi

exchange for a tract of land between the Arkansas and Red
rivers in the Louisiana Purchase territory. Zach warrior who
moved would receive a blankecr, kettle, rifle, ammunition, and

land acquired 5y

T one year. Out of

seccions, each one square

the faderal goveramen
aile in size, were to be sold to raise funds for the suppor:
of Choctaw schools on both sides of the Mississippi River.

ed

o were handicap)

5

Other provisions provided for Indians wt

13 -
and for Choctaws who did not want to move.”- The treac

eaders, was not well

although signed by ©

3
¢
g
5
«
&
I
®
2
k4
a

received; nevertheless, its
When Hersey

he wrote

there, which Hersey asked to be read

Indfans. In cthe Hersey urzed that

give up cheir lands for promised cerritory acToss
sippi. When Pitchlynn showed

sioners, they orcered him not

Jackson persomally criticized Hersey for his attempted

Joha C.

interference and wrote to the Secretary of

g House.

Caltoun, demanding Hersey's

This demand, togecher with the negotiaction of the cessiom and
che prospect of removal, put Hersey's po; n limbo
1-194;
300 5 November 13, 1820, The
Sackson to Caltoun, November 13, 1820, T . B
on Andzew Jackson, 7 vols.. 2ds., John Spence
TarkIin Jameson (New 7ork; {raus Repriac
33; ASP: Indian Affaizs, 2:420.
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Other forces also worked to bring about the demise of
9

the Choctaw Tradin

che government factory system. By 181 5

House was

e only government factory operating in the old

The zest had closed because of the weakness of
che Southeastern tribes following the War of 1812 and because

there was no longer the neea to monitor the activities of

foreign powers in the region. Another reason for the decl

government factories was the rising political influence of
private trading and fur companies. These businesses wanted
the lucrarive Indian trade without federal compecition.

Congress had been debating the question of aboli

factory system for a number of years. Calhoun

recommended in December 1313 chat che Indian trade be

recurned to privats enterprise. He provided, however, that
the trade be carefully regulated by the federal governmenc,

cthac crading licenses be scringently conrrolled, and that che

capital required for a trader’s license be high enough to

the undesirable slements out of the busimess. 3ut it

was not uncil Senator Thomas H. Benton of Missouri, a

supporter of the private fur companies, led an actack against

the factory system

hat Congress finally acted. On May 6,

36

sha g 4 - .
Jackson, "Federal Relacions with the Choctaws.” 36.

derailed discussion of the failure of the Indian

v system, see Peake, Factorv Svstem 1-13

chaps. 1l-1

kson, "Federal Relations with che Choczaws,'
I £: 82-183, 186.

To implemenct the closing of che governmenc trading
houses, Thomas L. McKenney, the Superintendent of the Indian
Trade, was relieved of his duties and replaced by

Graham. Sending an agent to each government Zacto

cced them to dispose of all trading goods as quickly as
To che Choctaw Trading House, he senc Henry

In October 1822, Randell arrived at his post and

terminate the operacion. Even though

he sustained losses lose-out, especially

recover only a small

problems, in particular

Gaines and Allen Glover opened a trading posc at

Supplying

their factory with goods purchased Irom Rancell as
well as from ¥ew York, and supplemencing cthess with merchan-
dise from their gemeral store in che new zown of Demopolis,

Gaines and his partner were ready for busimess. G

aes,

because of his connections with the Choctaws, was the more

,.
@
&

active partmer ac the trading house and was “decerm

continue the business . . . precisely as

on by the Government agents." He reported
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Since

would become Sumter County was both part

edgling
United States and of the Choctaw nation. Therefore, the

history of the county duri period

history of U.S.-Choczaw relatiof

s.

At least four

rincipal Indian villages were

Sumter Coun

1790s and early 1800s.

The largest was Quilby Town, situated on both sides of Qu

Creek near where it enters Zodka Creek, or approximatel

three miles from present

day Emel The name of the next
village has been lost, but it was located on the headwaters

of Factory Creek,

approximactely six miles from Quilby Town

The Indians who 1

ved here were known as the "Pickbone"

Indians since they adhered

practices. A th

¢ towm, o

chief, was on Bodka Creek about eight miles from cthe current

town of Gainesville. Alamutcha, a fourth village, lay
etween the old ghost town of Gaston and the present town of

Ward. The Choctaws lived in Alamutcha primarily in che

months because the

ck, sticky clay (called

ound in much o

unty

o leave these the rainy mon

camp on the sandy soils of south Sumter at Alamutcha.

The Choctaws by the 1790s had adopted some of ¢

sural;

whites' culture. They had always been agricu

weze rais cattle, hogs, and horses and ha

acquired z liquor, ané manufactur

and weapons. As their demand for these goods increas
natives ha¢ become increasingly involved in hunting

. Durin

elts were needed for barzerin

Panton, Leslie & Company had supplied

o o so, lest

perilous influenc

trading firm just prior to tl

Remaining loyal to Britain, the leaders of the compar
fled to Nassau and Florida during the comflict _and hz
continuec their trading. When Spain received Florids

treaty ending the American Revolt
Tom the Spanish auth
is company became one of
his actempt to stymie

When
ederatic
company
nterest

result of the pea

continue
Caroncele: in

Seitheascern Indians
of the Fort Col
ties viewed

S. Coker and Thomas D. Watson, Ind
of the Southeastern Borderlands: Panton. Lesl
& Companv, L733-1847 (Pensacola: Univers
Press, 1v86), 15/-181, 195.

’
,
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During

e Confederation Perio,

. however, the national

government lacked the vigor to develop an efe,
1op an effective Iacia

¥, though ir e £5
’ ¢id make an effort. On December 26, 1785

and continuing inco early esentatives of th
1tatives of the

Confedera

™ Bovernment met with Choctaw leaders. Ac this

conference, afrer an :
T an exchange of gifts, the

dians signed

the Treaty of Hopewell, which acknowle ec the United Stat
» wh; n dg he
e ates

s their sole protector and gave to the U

ted States "sole

Tegulating their trade and managing

these concessions, the Confederation
goverrment pledged to prohibit whire settlement of Incian
1

tend.  The Choctaws requested a trading post ¢ an Indian
uested a trading post and an India

heir territory, but ¢
EOTY, but the United States commissioners

Tefused. However, John Pitch

yon, who had livec

vears h this tri w n interprerer he
his tribe, was appointed interprecer; and
- v of &t t o
performed many of the duties later associated with regular
1 gula
agents.

The ¢ raci
© Confederation government was unable to comply wich

its commitment. he Choctaws fo veral . t.
Tmitments to t hoctaws for several reasoms. I
2 s
overall weakness was the primary cause It had neither th
r the

funds nor the authoricy
O the auchority to carry out its program: cthe

Articles of Conf. c
of Confederation empowered Congress to Tegulate

Indian trace only in the terri
= e
Benjamin Hawkins and Andrew Pickens cto Charles

Thomson, De. T
mson, December 30, 1785, American St
Legislative and fRerican Stace Papers: Documente,

£l s e Uniteq

States (incia

Stat Indian atfaizs), 3

Seaton. 1337 T0Totots + feericiien o
J), 1:49 (hereafter cired as

£ory of the United States and

and

Indian

$)i Benjamin Hawkins and Andrew Bickens to h
whi Pickens to Charles

Romson, January ¢

788, ASP: Indian 4 . 1:50

"—..--..IIIIIIIIIII‘IIIIIIIIII

Ing

in control of relations with ans

luded what became

their own borders. Georgia, which in

nterests and intentions of its own.

Sumter County, had

intrigues in the area which comp
5

there were Spain's

11 farther

the situation s

President Washington was convinced that independe

rm of Par

American traders could not compete with the

which continued its thriving trade with the Sou

om the territory

eastern Indians after Spain withdrew £

ved that government trading posts wer

Mobile--and bel
answer. Furthermore, Washington estimated thatr to defe
powerful tribes of the Southeast and forcibly bring the

the United States' sphere of influence would take an ar

een thousand men, which was beyond the capabi

four

the federal government. But if the government could

their friendshi these tribes would form a ba: er ag:

foreign nations. To achieve this end, he proposed a p

er

both for the benefit of the Indians and "to attach

firmly to the United States." Realizing that foreign

influence presented  problem among the Indiams, he so

eradicate these threats. This, Washington argued, cou

be done if the Indians were treated with justice. e

States must regulate the Indian trade with fairmess an
1

should draft specific policies for the purchasing of

lands, and he encouraged the national government to

Sfrancis Paul Prucha, American Indian Policv in
Formative Years: The Indian Trade and Incercourse Act
1834 (Cambridge- Varc University Press, 1962), 26-
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dians wi

useful domestic animals, and the imp

.6

bandry."® Seginning in March 1795, Congress passed a
of cemporary measures establishing federal ctrading

or Indian "factories" with factors and

lerks; and

riated funds to carry our this plan.’

These government factories were not an immediate
. For cthis reason, it was not until the Jefferson

strati

n chat che system was developed. The westward

on of the white population and the continued problems

e Indian trade induced Jef

rson to champion and

the factory system. In keeping with Jefferson's

n beliefs, he envisionsd the Indians as being hapoie

L farmers; and he perceived che

ctory syscem as a

whereby the Indians coul

o

James D. Richardson, » A Compilation of th

s_and Pavers of the Prasidencs, 1733 3? J vol,

Sureau of Vacional Literature: I396-T 251
§3-69; ASP: Indisme affsize 1 131 6, S4-

Ora Brooks Peake, A History of the United States
factory Svstem. 1793-1377 (Dender: Sage 390ks— 1954)
- ater the appropriations were increased
ng'ess authorized che establishment of the Dff:
rade and gave it the authori Lty to create new
°s as nesded. For twenty-seven years, the goversmen
system handled the Indian trade in che United Staces.

5 Sesianing in 1795 wich the Creek and Cherokee

s at Coletain and Tellico, respectively, the orogram
2d_inco a total of twenty-eight factories and operated
522

b

ar, Henry Dearborm, echoed

the President’s sentiments when he instructed General James

Wilkinson to recommend a site for a trading and possible

ary post on the Tombigbee River. The Secretary wantad a
location from which the Spanish could be watched and one
the

with congressional

rson ordered the creation of four new tra

approval,

houses, one o

was Fort Stephe

the Mississippi territory.’ Georze
figure in Sumter Couw
government were to cul
whites, teh for unsuitabie
arts of husbandry

an outlet "where e Indians wol

of merchandise, at reasonable prices,

peltries, furs and other produce at

in
Capres, Tomingecencrs,” The Mabame lagariell N\
IZporcant in the early th:cry of Sumter Counzy . He became
e faccor ar the Choctaw Trading House at St. Stephen and
was responsidle Zor moving the factory to near old For:
\ Confederation. When the ederal government
\Eac;ggy ten, Gaines and 3 partmer 3Stab

T arThe fOTZer governzent site.

Gaines' Reminiscences” was published

2 om June 19, 1872 througa July 17

Zaines was nearly ninety years old. A second sex
“ 1872, The De:

scences” :
has a handwritten copy of
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The factor for St. Stephens, Joseph Chambers, arrived
in 1803. In addicion to the establishment of the trading

post, Chambers had the ctask of secting up a federal
office to aid in the adjudication of land claims in the

Tombigbee settlement.’l The responsibilities of his posc

proved to be more than he could manage alone; and in 1805

Chambers invired George S. Gaines to come to St. Stephens and

take charge of the trading house. It was understood that

Chambers would resign and Gaines would be appointed factor as

the

soon as the young man became thoroughly acquainted w

While the Choctaw ctrading house was being escablished,

the Jefferson administration attempted o sectle some

prodlems with this

Choctaw omplaines about unlicensed sectlemencs on the

Mobile, Tombigbee, and Alabama rivers, the United States had

promised thac che boundaries of cheir terrizory would de
decermined. In June of 1802, under the direction of the

Secrerary of War, General Wilkinson began to re-mark the

octaws

boundary. One of his instructions was to induce the
to accept a smaller territory than they presencly claimed.

a conference of the Choctaw

rt Confederation to negotiace

kinson had

gifts and bribes, Wi

blished in the above issue of The

one dollar, the

future. One was Georgia's decision

national government its wescern

tions as part of this cession that the

the area when the population reached

government's hands

ssed to relocare

atzention could be

to moving them.

In 1306 Chambers had resigned as factor after

recommending that Gaines replace him;

ntment became offic

was constancly plagued with supply problems.

ying the Choczaws

Not only did Gaines have difficulcy in

zoods desired,

Jackson,
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led Mobile, the Spaniards levied tolls on American

products and prohibited the shipment of ammunition

ir por. As ammunizion was one of the primary

items, Gaines had

dangerous overland route. In 1807 Lieutenant Edmond 2.
Gaines, the factor's older brother, explored several
alternative routes that could be used to move supplies fzcm

Tennessee down ¢

he Tombigbee River to St. However,

er was done uncil 181

War instruct

d Georze Gaines to proceed

mbizbee River and them through the Chickasaw nation o

Tennessee River was to

permission from che Chickasaws to open a wagon road Srom the

ferry to Cotron Gin Porc on the Tombigbee. From Cotton Gin

:as to make arrangements to transport supplies

to the factory at St. Stephens. The Chickasaw

rejecced Gaines' proposed road, but they did allow a pack

train trail to be cut. Uncil after . this

route handled most of che factory's supplies, although Mobile

was used occasionall

In 1810 Tecumseh, a Shawnee chief from the Ohio area,

he Southeastern ctribes to join ais

came south and encouraged

dian confederacion to stop the white advance. When the

Choczaws heard Tscumsen's message, Pushmataha, one of the

H

J0st importanc Choctaw mingoes, spoke against ch

proposal. Pushmataha's eloquent speech persuaded the
Choctaws to reject the milizant's plan. 3uc Tecumseh had
@ore success among the Creeks, they joined his

1812. When Pushmacaha heard of th uprising,

to Gaines and volunteered ppors for the

ally rejected,

merican cause. Although

Pushmataha's warriors served in the successful campaigns

and some were with Andrew Jackson at the

aad not had to cede any land for serzla-

s in what would

become Alabama were concentrated o

River in the norch and

south. Now, as a result of the

their land in central Alabama o the Unized

ceded much o

cthe newly-opened

once whetted,
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dicated cthat the various

white encroachment

Setclement of the War of 1812 left the United States

with no foreign nations--excepc the impotent Spanish in
with which to contend eir dealings with che
F the war,

Mobile became part of the United States. This solved many of

the supply problems of e Tombigbee

secclements

o adventuresome souls. However,

e ope

obile, rogether

e

Creeks, broke barrie:

e Choccaws were now plac

federal government began

oress

a

he years jusc prior to and during

George Gaines had been struggling co make the St. Stephens

trading post show a profit. The government factories were

accumula

g more deerskins and pelts than the domestic

market demanded. To complicate matters, the economic

rescraincs on trade during che presiden

Madison and

e war er depressed che 3

southern furs were not as desirable as pelts

hat area was thicker and

g skins and pel

s in the South was hazardous

1

‘Jackson, "Federal Relations with

he Choctaws,"
39-30.

63

dicate steady losses. Anocher

at best and Gaines' records

zeason for factory's suffering was the

sectlers who moved into the area.

ved, the Choctaws reczeated farther away and
18

actory became more isolated from its customers.’

easons, in

Augusc 1815, the federal

sent aythorized Gaines to determine 2 sife nearex

ch would be more suitable for the fac

Choczaws wh:

taha recommended a site where

the River (Tombi

. was familiar to the

old Spanish Fort

a celebraced box maker who Tesided on

che Choctaws obtained boxes for the bomes

Gaines reported Zushmataha as saying
“"xnew the paths to the 'Old Box Maker's
to cravel them for blankecs for the

und

e old for:

Gaines visited

only ruins. Staying with Samuel Jomes, a white

a Spanish-built house approximately ome hundred

the old fort, the factor surveyed che surzounding councy.

About two miles upscream from old FortConfederation, Gaimes

mbizces. Here he decided

e








