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GENEALOGICAL TIPS

DOUBLE DATING:

A system of double-
dating was used in England
and America from 1582 to
1752 because it was not clear
as to whether the year com-
menced on January 1 or
March 25. The new
Gregorian Calendar year
started January 1 and the old
Julian year started on March

! 25. Double-dating is very

common during the years
1582 to September 2, 1752,
but was only necessary from
January 1 to March 24 of
each year. During this peiod,
most dates were written
similar to this:

25 January 1744/5 indicating
that the year was 1744 by the
Julian Calendar and 1745 by
the Gregorian Calendar .
However, some of the
churches did not recognize
the Grgorian calendar and
care must be used in figur-
ing dates of this period.
From March 25 to December
31, the year was the same on
both calendars, so no
double-dating was neces-
sary.

Editor’s Note:

This information was sup-
plied by Archibald Bennett
in his guide for genealogi-
cal research, which was

i published in the TREE

CLIMBER, Volume XII,
Number 4.

SOURCES OF MAIDEN
NAMES

DEEDS:

~~~"1n'the lower left hand
cornwe of most deeds, you
will find signatures of two to
four witnesses. The first one
is always from thé hushand’s
side” ’T'ﬂ'“ncxt one is.always
fromi the wife's side. That is

to %i‘ggﬁ_gnuhmdmcr
right under the law. Nothing

you ever use will give greater
clues to maiden names than
witnesses to old deeds.

MORTAGES:

In the 1800’s and be-
fore, it was traditional when
the daughter got married, as a
part of her dowry, for the fa-
ther to either cover the loan or
carry the note for his son-in-
law. If you know the
husband’s name but not the
wife’s maiden name, find out
to whom they are making their
mortgage payment. About
70% of the time, it will be her
father.
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