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01d Jonesboro, in Hefferson County, Alabama. Soon thereafter, ss
a result of the Panic of 1837, Richard sold his interests to his
Brother, Thomas Hogg Jones, and moved back to Tuscaloosa. A short
while after this he moved to the Blackwater Community, some six
miles from Jasper, in Walker County, Alabama, whers he lived

many years. According to the 1850 and 1860 Census, Richard

was born in 1798, in Georgia. His Sister Martha Ann married
Francis Richard fiaker already mentioned. He was the oldest son
of Thomas Ligon Jones, who died in 181#& in Morian County, Georgia.
The Jones children csme o Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, around
1818 with Thomas Hogg, @ Revolutionary War soldier, who evidently
was their Grandfather. Thomas Hogg had previously been named as
one of the Guardians of Martha Ann Jones in Morgan County, Georgia.
It is thought that Mary D. , the wife of Thomas Ligon Jones
was a daughter of Thomas Hogg. One of his grandsons later becake
the first native born governor of the State of Texas, Thomas
Ligon Jones was the oldest son of Herrison Jones, a Virginian,

who was seriously wounded in the Battle of Guilford Court House,
28 a result of which he lost a leg. He moved to Georgia with
his wife Ann Ligon, where their children were born, Richard Jones
died sbout 1872 in Walker County, Alabama. His wife was alive

in 1880, &s shown by census records. She then resided in the

home of her son-in-law Alford D. England, and daughter, Acquilla.
Her son Williem Jones also resided there at the time. The 1880
Census gives her age as 67 years, hence she would have been born
in 1813. Like so many of the peopde who died during Reconstruction

days in the 50}}1:{1, their graves were not marked. . "
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Apparently George Baker had considerable agsets when
he came to Alabama. When his son was at the University, the
home address was given as Northport, Alabame, which is a suburb
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. George engaged in land speculation a
number of times, but lost considerable sums in trying to ward
off a receivership in Jacob H.Baker's commercial business, After
the War between the States, the family fortunes of the Bakers
went down to rock bottom, both in terms of wealth, and in family
deaths,

There was close association in Walker County between
Francis R. Baker and Dr. Andrew Kaeiser, who lived near Nauvoo,
in that County. It is thought that Dr. Kaeiser's 3rd wife
Margaret was a sister of George Baker's wife Mary Robertson.
The book "Tories of the Hills" by Dr. Wesley S, Thompson, tells much
of the story of Dr, Kaeiser, and of the troubled times in the 1860s,
The 1830 Census of Tuscaloosa County, Shows an A. Baker there. '
This A, Baker, I think was Alexander Baker., Also, a Michael Baker,
said to be 2 son of Jacob, was in Tuscaloosa County then.

C.R. Holliman,
8212 6th Ave., S,
Birmingham, Alabama, 35206,
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GEORGE BAKER AND WIFE MARY ROBERTSON BAKER,

In th; 1850 Census of Tuscalogsa County, Alabama, George Baker

was shown as & widower, aged 67 years, living alone, born in .95
South Carolina, and owning personal property worth $3500.00. Boon 112571152
According to familX history, his wife had died prior to 1850

in Walker County, Alabama, and her body was buried in the 0ld

Jasper Cemetery, at Jasper, Alabama. Again, according to

family history, the three rock heaped graves in this old

cemetery cover the remains of George Baker, his wife Mary

Robertson, and her mother. The place of marriage of George

and his wife is not known, but probably occured in one of

the Carolinas, with York, Lancesta or Chesterfield Counties,

in South Carolina suspect. Mary Robertson's mother was a

Cunningham, born in Belfast Ireland. The Baker family is

also reputed to have come from Irsland.

In the 1810 Census of Mecklinburg County, North Carolina,

George and his family were shown as residents. The 1820 Census
of that County, however, did not reveal them as there. Sometime
around 1822, this femily arrived at the Falls of the Warrior, now
known as Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and when lands in that area were
offered by the government in 1822, George began-his series of
land acquisitions, which later included purchases in Jefferson
County, Alabama. The first purchase known was on July 18, 1822,
and was located on North River, near Tuscaloosa. The last khown
real e state transaction was in 1853. Sometime thereafter, he
visited relstives in Walker County, and while walking from

one home to the home of another relative, he became chilled

in a winter rain, and took pneumonisa, and died at the residence
of a close friend, Jefferson Neely Sherer, at Jasper, Alabama.
His burial then took place at Jasper.
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Around 1822, there were numerous members of the Baker family
group in Alabama. One Jacob Baker and femily lived in Jefferson
County, Alabama, near the Tuscsloosa County Line. Another
Willism Richard Baker acquired lands in Jefferson County, Alabama,
where his descendants still reside, James Baker operated an
early inn at Montevallo,Alabama. Francis Baker lived in Autauga
County, Alabama., Another George W.Baker resided in Fayette
County, Alabama, and where he had property. He went home to
Salisbury, N.C. where he died in 1843, while single. It is
likely that some of these Bakers are descendants of Francis
Baker, who settled lands in Anson County, North Carolina, and
who sold his holding about 1800. Ezrly census Records of
the area around Salisbury, N.C. show a George Baker and Jacob
Baker there, It is not known to the writer where these people
originakted. However, the Becker family who emigrated to
America from Switzland, might be one source, and where the name

. pecame Americanized. A George Baker came to Pennsylvania
and was associated with William Penn. Still several George Bakers
came as English emigrants. It seems pretty well established
that a number of Baker families were in the coloniés at the time
of the Revolution, and to the writer it seems that all of them
had sons, and a great many received the name George Washington Baker.

There is a story handed down in the George Baker Family of Walker
County, above mentioned, to the effect that an old lady member of
the family came there in the 1850s, and that she could speak the
"Gaelic" tongue. It ig not known whether this party was Mary
Robertson, the wife of George, or her Mother.

The children of George Baker and his wife Mary Robertson Baker are
named as follows:
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1. Francis Richard Baker, Born November 1, 1804, married
Martha Ann Jones, daughter of Thomas Ligon Jones and wife Mary D,
(Thought to be daughter of Major Thos. Hogg), on December
T, 1831 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama., She was born in Georgia on
May 14, 1814. Her Father Thomas Ligon Jones died in Morgan County
Georgia, in 1818, She and her husband Francis moved to Walker
Cbunty, Alabama, showtly after 1850, and settled on Blackwater Creek,
some six miles from Jasper., Several of their children were born
there, but most of them were born in Tuscaloosa County. She died
there on Januarg 20 1863, and was buried in a family cemetery on
their farm. e died at Newtonville in 1886 and was buried there
in Fayette County. Francis was an ardent Confederate supporter,
during the War between the States, and since he lived in an area
that was about equally divided in participation in the War, he
wgs forced to hide out during much of the action. His home was
finally burned by guerilla action, and he, with two small boys
who remained at home, and with his daughter and her small child,
walked some 4O miles through the sparcely settled area, to the
home of another brother on North River, where he remained the
balance of the War, His two sons-in-law were in the Confederate
Army, where one died, and three of his sons as well did duty
in that Army. One son, Thomas Hillman Baker, too young for milisary
service died of Small pox on February 21, 1863. Another son,
Francis Fuller Baker died of wounds at the Battle of Murfeesboro,
Tennassee., Another son Alfred Newton Baker died on December 28,
1862 of Smell pox contracted in service, With the death of his
wife, the death of his sons, and son-in-law, the burn out by
Union forces, and the gensral bankruptcy of the times, he was left
penniless, He came back to Walker County only once, and that was
to sell his farm in 1878 for $300.00. He was my Great-grandfather,

24 Delilah Baker. DBorn about 1807 in North Carolina.
Married Rev. J.T. Fox in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, in 1839.

His family then resided in Pickins County, Alabama. Moved to
Webster or Calhoun County, Mississippi, where they lived meny
yiears and reared a large family. He died and was buried in
Calhoun County, Miss. His wife died near Denison Texas, while
visiting 2 daughter who married a Woodard. Delilah often told
her children about her early life on farm 'not far from Charlotte,
North Carolina"




image4.jpeg
3. Jacob Herod Baker., Born April 14, 1809 in South
Carolina, according to grave stone and local history. In 1231
when the University of Alabana received its first students, he
enrolled as a sophromore, and gradusted three years later with
d-master of arts degree., Became a merchant at Old Jonesboro in
Jefferson County, Alabama, in firm of Baker & Woods, and want
broke in the Panic of 1837, which extended through 1839. Married
Martha Rockett, daughter of Richard Rocket of Jefferson County,
Alabama on October 26, 1835, He became a prominent and highly
respected educator in Jefferson County, Alabaym, where he served
as Superintendent of Education, and operated "Baker's Academy"
for many years. Died April 9, 1861, at East Lake, in Jefferson
County. Burial in East Eake Cemetery. His children and wife
then moved to Calera, in Shelby County, Alabams, where they resided
for a short while, then moved to Weveland, near Stuart, Florida,
where they lived the balance of their lives, This family is now
extinct.

b Georﬁe Harvey Baker, Born in Mecklinburg County,
North Carolina on November 27, 1812. Died in Tuscaloosa County,
Alabama on June 3, 1866, burial nesr Bethel Church, near North
River, Tirst married a Miss Faucett, who died foung without issue.
Then married Frances Sparks, who died in March of 1929, at age

of 100 years, 4 mos and 28 days. Her burial in Greenwood Cemetery,
Tuscaloosa, Alabama., The home he built, still stands in the North
River Community, and has recently been restored by the present owner
occupant.

5. Nancy Ann R. Baker. According to the 1260 Census

of Walker County, Alabama, she was then L5 years of age, which
would make her birth occur in 1815. She was born in North Carolina
Bn July 9, 1838 she married Richard Ashton Jones, & merchent from





