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By Erlka Relf
Daily Press

SMITHFIELD
Gladys Holleman Barlow, 101-
year-old mother of five children,
longtime farmer’s wife, and for-
mer principal and teacher at a
one-room school in Isle of Wight
County, died Wednesday.
Mrs. Barlow was born Feb. 9,

Wight County, home of Josiah H.
and A H. Holleman. As a teen-
ager, her parents moved the fam-
<ily 12 miles to Smithfield so their
daughter could attend a better
| “school, Smithfield High. She
| ‘became the class of 1913’s vale-
| dictorian.
| Her youngest child, Del.
| William K, Barlow, D-Isle of
| ~Wight, is a lawyer in Smithfield.
Al her children went to college.
“She was always very strong
“on education — doing well in
;school,” Barlow said.

In 1917, she graduated from
Wesrhampton College of the Uni-
“Versity of Richmond. The next
year she taught Latin at Wake-
field High School, then for three
_years taught classes and acted as
“principal of Mill Swamp School.

'.She married Gordon Eugene Bar-
fow in 1921 and moved onto his
«family farm, Oak Crest.

With 220 acres of peanuts,
~¢orn, soybeans and pastures to
manage, Mrs. Barlow gave up
her teaching career to keep the
farm’s books straight. Son Gor-
don Jr. was born 1923, followed
bv Hannah, Joe, Sarah and Billy

Hannah remembered that
“she managed finances, got the
groceries, did the cooking, all the
things a farm wife needs to do.”
But Mrs. Barlow did not work
in the field. And she refused to
learn to milk a cow. “She knew
if she learned that, she’'d be
doing that,” laughed Hannah.
Nevertheless, “she was a very
industrious person,” her daugh-
ter said.
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When her children were in
school, she was active in the
PTA, which honored her for 25
years of service in 1954. Del. Bar-
low remembered her serving as a
“room mother” of classes, help-
ing the teacher in visiting the par-
ents of each student in their
home.

Mrs. Barlow headed the
Women's Missionary Union at
Smithfield Baptist Church, driv-
ing members to meetings and
encouraging donations — earn-
ing her the church’s Leader in
‘World Missions title in 1963.

At home, her children learned
to look after themselves because
Mrs, Barlow was frequently at
church meetings or school func-
tions, Hannah said.

“She said one time she raised
us on helpful neglect,” her
daughter said, although she
described her mother as “a very
firm disciplinarian.”

After raising her children,
Mrs. Barlow had time for “the
luxury of traveling,” Hannah
said. Often without her husband,
she roamed to all 50 states, plus
Canada and Mexico. She also
wrote the genealogies of her and
her husband’s families.

Her husband died in 1973.

Mrs. Barlow lived her last years
under the care of Hannah on the
farm, going to church, Sunday

#8 school and “sometimes getting a
# hamburger afterwards.”

When asked how she geared
up for a life that nearly let her
glimpse into three centuries,
“She jokingly said she ate Spe-
cial K every morning,” Hannah
said.

In 1983, Mrs. Barlow told a
newspaper reporter that what
she missed most about
yesteryear was “having good eye-
sight for reading, driving and
volunteering.”

She was the Smithfield Junior
‘Woman’s Club “1966 Woman of
the Year;” volunteered as River-
side Convalescent Center in
Smithfield; co-chairman of Isle
of Wight County Auxiliary of
Patrick Henry Hospital; and
member of Isle of Wight County
Historical Society and West-
hampton Alumnae Association,
University of Richmond. In 1982,
she was chosen to light the
Smithfield Christmas tree.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Gordon Eugene Barlow Jr.
of Smithfield, Hannah Barlow
Bain of Wakefield, Joseph
Holleman Barlow of Suffolk,
Sarah Barlow Wright of Smith-
field and William Kyle Barlow of
Smithfield; eight grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren.

Visitation will be from 7 to
8:30 p.m. Friday at Colonial
Funeral Home, Smithfield. The
funeral will be conducted at 10
a.m, Saturday at Smithfield Bap-
tist Church with Dr. Donald Rho-
ton and Dr. R. Furman Kenney
officiating. Burial will follow in
Ivy Hill Cemetery.

Memorials may be made to
Smithfieid Baptist Church Edu-
cational Memorial Fund, 100
Wainwright Drive, Smithfield,
Va. 23430; or Gladys Barlow
‘Westhampton Scholarship Fund,
cio NationsBank, P.O. Box 386,
Smithfield, Va. 23431
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