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4/30/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XI   by Glenn N. Holliman       This is the eleventh in a series of stories with photographs of    my great  uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl  Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.    Pearl is the grand daughter of  Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.   As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink,  daughter of Doris Osbor ne Akers,    Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and  Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for  making many of the historical photographs available.       The decades slipped by as Dave an d Peale Osborne ran their boarding house and maintained the electrical  service to the community.    Photographs of family and friends were taken, and unfortunately not all the  names are known of those posing.    Here are a few and perhaps one can spot a grandp arent or two in  them.    Below   are some Red Cross ladies, perhaps from World War I.      
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the eleventh in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


The decades slipped by as Dave and Peale Osborne ran their boarding house and maintained the electrical service to the community.  Photographs of family and friends were taken, and unfortunately not all the names are known of those posing.  Here are a few and perhaps one can spot a grandparent or two in them.  Below are some Red Cross ladies, perhaps from World War I.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jV0ZTZMRhxM/T0gBdKTPAlI/AAAAAAAADmY/3oSSEgLdM6Y/s400/1930s+Damascus,+VA+Red+Cross.jpg]



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Trxw2kAFmjo/T0gCDkH2mfI/AAAAAAAADmg/cqD2dMeU5Q8/s1600/1910s+Damascus,+VA+African-American+boy.jpg]

The African-American population of this mountain valley community was and is small. Does anyone recognize this child on the left?





Below three women dressed in the style of the 1910s stop and pause for the camera.  The tall one on the right may be Pearl Osborne Wright.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-NwjTODcF8wg/T0gCe9b8fvI/AAAAAAAADmo/2ObrHH56j3A/s320/1910s+ca+Damascus,+VA+unknown+(2).jpg]

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-nD2sQLu1_so/T0gDA5_gxHI/AAAAAAAADmw/R52A_s3nHHQ/s320/1910s+Damascus,+VA+unknown+(2).jpg]

Another young lady on the right is walking the tracks and appears to be carrying an umbrella.  All the photos in this group appear to be from the 1910s or early 1920s. 


More pictures of Damascus of a century ago in the next post....

POSTED BY GLENN N. HOLLIMAN AT 4:29 PM 0 COMMENTS [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif] 

4/20/12

Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part X

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the tenth in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available. 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-2KGH_hiL92g/T0fooV-adSI/AAAAAAAADl4/SE3-EG64PHw/s400/1920s+Bascomb+Osborne,+Gladys+&+Doris.jpg]

Above Bascomb Wilson Osborne rests his arms on his two daughters, Doris and Gladys Osborne who after their mother, Dora Kruger Osborne, died in 1922 were raised by Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright in Damsacus, Virginia. Bascomb Wilson is named after his mother's family, the Isaac Wilsons of Ashe County, Virginia.


[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-8-CiRrlivzo/T0fqDrnBGFI/AAAAAAAADmA/wpQ_ipJEvSw/s320/1930s+Gladys+Osborne+Adema+(2).jpg]

To the right, Gladys Osborne (1914 - 1998) poses in Damascus, Virginia.  In the first quarter of the 20th Century, loggers stripped the mountains surrounding the valley village.  In the 1930s, Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal created the Civil Conservation Corp which came to Washington County, Virginia and began to replant the forests and restore the streams.  One of the officers of the local CCC was a handsome young man named Howard Adema, a native of Buffalo, New York.  He met Gladys, sparks flew and they soon married.



Below, young Howard Adema, left, stands with his supervisor, Earl Watson, at the CCC camp in Damascus.  The year was 1935 and tens of thousands of young America men were building roads and parks in the national forests.
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-jUCza3aka4k/T0freXYqxjI/AAAAAAAADmI/9sV5sYJp-sc/s400/1935+Howard+Adema+and+Earl+Watson,+CCC.jpg]

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-fHkiETCaNBQ/T0fsFsT49CI/AAAAAAAADmQ/fqZ33uPkX9o/s400/2011+9+Backbone+Rock,+TN+trail,+Bob+Adema+(1).JPG]

Seventy six years later, one of the sons of Gladys Osborne and Howard Adema, Bob Adema, visits the stairs and bench built by his father and the CCC at the Backbone in the National Forest just south of Damascus.

Next posting, more on the lives of a family in Damascus, Virginia....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part IX

By Glenn N. Holliman


This is the ninth in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-wdA8O74f9aY/T0fYOER6c4I/AAAAAAAADlU/zSFSe2ddur4/s320/1910s+Dora+Kruger.jpg]

In Baltimore, Maryland in 1922, a young mother (right) named Dora Kruger Osborne died suddenly and unexpectedly.  She left her husband, Bascomb Osborne, a native of Ashe County, North Carolina and brother of Pearl Osborne Wright, with three young children.  Bascomb, devastated by the loss his wife, was not able to care appropriately for the son and two daughters.  Pearl and Dave Wright generously took them in and raised them as their own in Damascus, Virginia.

The oldest, Bascomb K. Osborne, born 1910, joined the U.S. Navy as an enlisted man in 1927, and rose to the rank of Lt. Commander by the time of retirement in the early 1950s. 
[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H39AWgpqtrg/T0fZpFzwJ2I/AAAAAAAADlc/c6H_pUQeP8c/s400/1927+Bascomb+K.+Osborne.jpg]

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-U8HlxfBTEKA/T0faF0E5_mI/AAAAAAAADlo/Asqq3frxgdo/s400/1930s%2BBascomb%2527s%2Bdaughter%2BDoris%2BOsborne%2BAkers.jpg]


The oldest daughter was Doris Osborne (1913-1980)
seen here on the right standing in front of the new high school which was finished in the late 1920s.  Doris would meet and marry a new chemist in town who eventually ran the Beaver Works, a chemical dye company. 

Below is Elmer F. Akers, who courted Doris Osborne, won her hand, and together they raised a family in Damascus. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--vYu_jLA5Qw/T0fbyRacftI/AAAAAAAADlw/AT81mSAtBeA/s320/1930s+Elmer,+Flead,+Akers.jpg]


Next posting, more on the Osborne daughters in Damascus....
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We Are Also Boones, Part 4

by Glenn N. Holliman ( Source for this posting is largely from In the Footsteps of Daniel Boone by Randell Jones. Photos taken from the wo...
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When We Were Greers, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman The Greers Move Through the Great Valley of Virginia to Relocate in North Carolina Both my generation's 7 th and 6 ...
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[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_onotc7qbTJk/S9SPZTGcO-I/AAAAAAAAAPI/UvfmJkKQj6Q/S220/Louise,_Mayme_%26_Frances_Osborne.jpg] 
Frances Wilson Osborne with daughter, Mayme Osborne Stansbery and granddaughter Louise Stansbery Sherwood
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5/27/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XIV   The Larger Family of Dave and Pearl Osborne  Wright   by Glenn N. Holliman     In 1938, two cousins and an aunt from Bristol, Tennessee visited Doris Osborne Akers   (1913 - 1980)  and   Gladys Osborne Adema   (1914 - 1998) at the home of   Dave   and   Pearl Osborne Wrigh t (1890 - 1980) in Damascus, Virginia.    The two cousins were my Aunt   Louise Stansb ery Sherwood   (1915 - 2006) and my mother,   Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick   (1923).    Their mother, my  grandmother,   Mayme Osborne Stansbery   (1896 - 1943) was with them.     Posed in front of the Wright Inn (their home) in Damsacus in the late 1930s is from left t o right Doris,  Louise, Mayme, Geraldine and Gladys.       In 1938, America was still emerging from the Great Depression, Hitler was grabbing   Austria and parts  of   Czechoslovakia, and   in Damascus,   the Civilian Conservation Corp was about to close down its forest  restoration projects.    The United States was entering   a debate on whether a huge arms build up was  necessary to counter the growing militarism of Japan and Germany.    The world stood at the cusp of  violent change and war.    
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XIV

The Larger Family of Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright
by Glenn N. Holliman

In 1938, two cousins and an aunt from Bristol, Tennessee visitedDoris Osborne Akers (1913-1980) and Gladys Osborne Adema (1914-1998) at the home of Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright (1890-1980) in Damascus, Virginia.  The two cousins were my Aunt Louise Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006) and my mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick (1923).  Their mother, my grandmother, Mayme Osborne Stansbery (1896-1943) was with them.

Posed in front of the Wright Inn (their home) in Damsacus in the late 1930s is from left to right Doris, Louise, Mayme, Geraldine and Gladys.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6Jbqv7D4xIY/T7EEZ-4wwfI/AAAAAAAADug/rrFgz74lJsY/s400/1937+Damacus,+VA+Doris,+Louise,+Mayme,+Geraldine+&+Glatys.jpg]


In 1938, America was still emerging from the Great Depression, Hitler was grabbing Austria and parts of Czechoslovakia, and in Damascus, the Civilian Conservation Corp was about to close down its forest restoration projects.  The United States was entering a debate on whether a huge arms build up was necessary to counter the growing militarism of Japan and Germany.  The world stood at the cusp of violent change and war.

In 2011, numerous America wars later, the only survivor of the group photo, Geraldine, returned with her son, Glenn N. Holliman (yours truly) and one of the sons of Gladys, Bob Adema, on the left. We stood in front of the old Wright Inn, now owned by others.  Yes, just as in 1938, the country was emerging from a Great Recession, but fortunately today our Asian wars are winding down, not up.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-FAH2dtQd8mo/T7EGd11itLI/AAAAAAAADuo/7EDBodiRKck/s400/2011+9+Bob+Adema,+Gerry+and+Glenn+Holliman,+site+of+Dave+and+Pearl+Wright+house.JPG]



More next post on the village of Damascus and the Wright family that lived there in the 20th Century.



POSTED BY GLENN N. HOLLIMAN AT 2:00 AM 0 COMMENTS [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif] 

LABELS: BOB ADEMA, DAVE WRIGHT, DORIS OSBORNE AKERS, GERALDINE STANSBERY HOLLIMAN FEICK, GLADYS OSBORNE ADEMA, GLENN HOLLIMAN,LOUISE STANSBERY SHERWOOD, MAYME OSBORNE STANSBERY, PEARL OSBORNE WRIGHT

5/10/12

Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XIII

By Glenn  N. Holliman


This is the thirteenth in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-HtT-WuE0J1g/T1t7HDdxdJI/AAAAAAAADpE/-T6b8I8FOFA/s400/1930s+ca+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+left.jpg]



The years tumbled on.  In this photo, I believe we have Dave and Ward Wright flanking their mother.  This and the next picture showing more family members appear to be from the 1930s.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-gDXpv14YEew/T1t7qgFsW4I/AAAAAAAADpU/UXdTPPVlRX8/s400/1930s+late,+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+left.jpg] 



Below, sitting in front of a car are David and Ward Wright and some of his family.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ZaYBc5pu1Vs/T1t9IzJRyPI/AAAAAAAADpc/fXXPfuANvEI/s400/1940s+ca+Damascus,+Dave+and+Ward+Wright+ft;+Pearl+Wright+back+rt.jpg]

Below may be Ward Wright and his family standing in front of a car.
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-crka2jOquwY/T1t7Wb3mOmI/AAAAAAAADpM/zJNPDsQ-j84/s320/1930s+Damascus,+VA+Ward+Wright+and+family.jpg]

More on Damascus, Virginia in the next post....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XII

by Glenn  N.  Holliman

This is the twelth in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available. 


[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-v-KS6t6e3Ks/T0kGHnrZU9I/AAAAAAAADm4/7DoOAtKB_zc/s320/1920s+Damascus,+VA+unknown+(2).jpg]

We continue with a number of photographs of unidentified Damascus citizens and sites from the 1910s forward.  We invite anyone who might know these persons to correspond with us at glennhistory@gmail.com.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ZbdcLWszRO8/T0kGk35tVbI/AAAAAAAADnA/bTMOBug5dHY/s320/1900s+Damascus,+VA+unknown+person.jpg]

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-5I5zrFl2sFk/T0kGtIB4KEI/AAAAAAAADnI/85od8dhqb7o/s320/1900s+ca+Damascus,+VA+unknown+(3).jpg]

The fisherman on the rock above may be Dave Wright. This jolly chap with the derby may be Ward Wright, Dave Wright's brother.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6OLFXC5MZJs/T0kI2W1F5wI/AAAAAAAADng/JOUj77k79mA/s320/1910+ca+Pearl+Wright+and+friends+(Pearl+top).jpg]

Above, Pearl Osborne Wright may be the center figure; others unknown.  Below, men share a cigarette by the train tressel in Damascus.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ldMIkjxHcO4/T0kH0oMv9rI/AAAAAAAADnY/08Iktc3yHRA/s320/1910s+ca+Damascus,+VA+unknown+(3).jpg]

.
More photographs of the persons of Damascus next posting....
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We Are Also Boones, Part 4

by Glenn N. Holliman ( Source for this posting is largely from In the Footsteps of Daniel Boone by Randell Jones. Photos taken from the wo...
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We Are Also Boones, Part 3

by Glenn N. Holliman Sources include the Boone Society web site and members; History of the Boone, Bryan and Morgan Families by Roberta...
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When We Were Greers, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman The Greers Move Through the Great Valley of Virginia to Relocate in North Carolina Both my generation's 7 th and 6 ...
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Frances Wilson Osborne with daughter, Mayme Osborne Stansbery and granddaughter Louise Stansbery Sherwood
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6/10/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XV    The Retirement of Dave Wright   by Glenn N. Holliman     Over many articles I have been posting information on Damascus, Virginia and the life of my Great Uncle and Aunt, Dave and Pe arl Osborne Wright.    The   couple  lived in the small mountain town until time ran out for Dave in 1962 and Pearl in 1980.    Childless, they generously raised two nieces and a nephew who came to  live with them in 1923 when Pearl's sister - in - law died.    For two generations, Dave kept t he lights on literally in town first as the manager of the Damascus Light and  Power Company and later Appalachian Power.                     Right, Pearl and Dave Wright.    The unidentified child may be a great niece.    
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The Retirement of Dave Wright
by Glenn N. Holliman

Over many articles I have been posting information on Damascus, Virginia and the life of my Great Uncle and Aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright.  The couple lived in the small mountain town until time ran out for Dave in 1962 and Pearl in 1980.  Childless, they generously raised two nieces and a nephew who came to live with them in 1923 when Pearl's sister-in-law died.  For two generations, Dave kept the lights on literally in town first as the manager of the Damascus Light and Power Company and later Appalachian Power.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-PQoiwTlyVXY/T8Ig99wBFBI/AAAAAAAADyA/twbQONzONLg/s400/1940s+ca+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+(2).jpg]









Right, Pearl and Dave Wright.  The unidentified child may be a great niece.



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-wFii0BTlxAg/T8IkCrwsEMI/AAAAAAAADyM/JfoVlnm_9tA/s400/1949+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+honored.jpg]

Dave on the far right at a civic function.  The men shaking hands are not identified.  

Nor are those below.  Perhaps these photos, ca. 1950, will strike a memory with someone in Damascus, Virginia.  By 1950,a niece's husband, E.F. Akers, ran the Beaver Chemical Company.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-oYcVy_LFICk/T8IkiSOO6rI/AAAAAAAADyU/cYXvrDmXbMM/s400/1940s+Damascus,+VA+unknown.jpg]















After retirement in 1952, Dave repaired radios from his home.  He died in 1962.  Pearl would live another 18 years, passing away in 1980.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-b-BT2ZY_Pi4/T8Ilan6VJuI/AAAAAAAADyc/gsC70xK__GY/s400/1949+Dave+Wright,+Damascus,+VA.jpg]



Next, some memories from Pearl Osborne Wright....

6/25/12
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A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part I
by Pearl Osborne Wright

In 1970, my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright wrote of her first memories of Damascus, Virginia.  She was 80 years old at the time.  The mountain communities of that part of Appalachia moved literally from a frontier environment to modern America in her lifetime.  Her remembrances, now available at New River Notes on the web, capture the passing of the 19th Century.- Glenn N. Holliman


"The year was 1897.  I was seven years old when my parents, George and Frances Wilson Osborne, left Boone, North Carolina to make their home on a farm near Blountville, Tennessee.  Our furniture was packed in wagons.  Father, Mother, Aunt Alta Osborne and her baby son Lawrence, and I rode in a beautiful black surrey, one of those that inspired the song, 'Surrey with the fringe on Top'." (Pearl omits the presence of her own baby sister, Mayme Torrence Osborne Stansbery.)

Below, not a surrey but an unknown young lady of Damascus, Virginia tries to pull a wagon and two other females.  The lady in the black hat, I believe, is Pearl Osborne Wright. This picture may have been around 1910.  Notice the light pole which carried electricity. Pearl's husband, David, was in charge of the local electric generator for the community.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XA-ivsOeQiI/T8IrS2JX9dI/AAAAAAAADyo/NNL5wvbKjvg/s400/1910s+Pearl+possibly+with+friends.jpg]
"The trip was a lark for my five older brothers as they walked, ran along beside or sometimes rode the furniture-bearing wagons.  I helped care for Baby Lawrence.  He wore long white dresses and petticoats, all tucked and lace-trimmed.  It kept us all busy keeping him happy on such a long trip.  We travelled along with other wagons until we reached Damascus.  Here our trail turned westward.  My father was very impressed with the Damascus community, and I think he secretly planned to return there to live.

One of the highlights of our journey happened just north of Damascus. The Beaver Creek had to be forded at what was later known as Vail's Mill.  The furniture laden wagons had gone ahead and were across the creek.  Our horses had entered the water, slowly pulling the surrey.  As we reached the half-way mark in the river, one of the wheels hit a large rock, and we could not move.  After much splashing, wading, pulling and pushing, we reached the bank.  The wheel was repaired and we were on our way again.  The rest of the journey was uneventful.

After we had settled on the farm and had things going smoothly, my father bought and successfully operated a large mercantile store in Blountville."

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mxjOVDz5mDw/T8JHdf4n75I/AAAAAAAADy0/TW9sb7KjuQw/s400/1899+circa+G.W.+&+Frances+W.+Osborne+and+family.jpg]

Above, photographed is the George Washington and Frances Wilson Osborne family that made the wagon trek from Cave Cove, North Carolina through Damascus, Virginia to Blountville, Tennessee in 1897.  This picture was made in that time period.  Front row left to right: Bill Osborne (1892-1968, G.W. Osborne (1844-1927), Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940) and Mayme Osborne Stansbery (this writer's grandmother, 1896-1943).  Back row: Bascom Wilson Osborne (1887-1970), Leroy Osborne (1879-1948) Pearl Osborne Wright (the author of these memories, 1890-1980)) and Bishop Osborne (1881-1965).  Also on the trip but not pictured were Toby Osborne (1876-1951), his wife, Alta Holtsclaw Osborne (d 1933), and their son, Lawrence.


Next more of Pearl Osborne Wright's family and community reflections.... 
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7/9/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XVII    A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part II   by Pearl Osborne Wright       We continue the memories of my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright concerning her youth and marriage to David Wright in 1911.  -   Glenn N.  Holliman     "The depression   (the country experienced a severe economic turn down in 1907)  and news of the rapidly developing town of Damascus reached us.    In 1908, my  family left Blountville, Tennessee and came to Damascus.    My father, G. W. Osborne, bought  and operated a mercantile store near the center of town.    He also  bought a big white house near the store and mother, Frances Wilson Osborne, rented rooms to some of the many people moving in to town.    (The lumber business  was booming in the early 1900s.)  D amascus had really grown since our first trip in 1897."         Above, Pearl Osborne Wright in white on the right, newly wed, with an unknown friend in Damascus, Virginia in the 1910s.       "There were several stores, a bank, two churches and   numerous   lovely hous es between the two rivers.    Before there had been only three houses and a store.    By  1910, the first train came to Damascus.    The main street was a wide smoothly scraped road with board   side walks   on each side.    The Damascus Light and Power  Company supplie d the town with electricity.    R. Dave Wright, who would later be my husband, was an employee of this company."  
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[bookmark: 6454417232650980507]Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XVII 

A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part II
by Pearl Osborne Wright


We continue the memories of my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright concerning her youth and marriage to David Wright in 1911. - Glenn N. Holliman

"The depression (the country experienced a severe economic turn down in 1907) and news of the rapidly developing town of Damascus reached us.  In 1908, my family left Blountville, Tennessee and came to Damascus.  My father, G. W. Osborne, bought and operated a mercantile store near the center of town.  He also bought a big white house near the store and mother, Frances Wilson Osborne, rented rooms to some of the many people moving into town.  (The lumber business was booming in the early 1900s.) Damascus had really grown since our first trip in 1897."

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HvESJxcgmJE/T8PIyF-Wv1I/AAAAAAAADzc/x6gEoQrfQRM/s400/1910s++Damascus,+VA+,m+Pearl+Oborne+Wright,+rt.jpg]



Above, Pearl Osborne Wright in white on the right, newly wed, with an unknown friend in Damascus, Virginia in the 1910s.


"There were several stores, a bank, two churches and numerous lovely houses between the two rivers.  Before there had been only three houses and a store.  By 1910, the first train came to Damascus.  The main street was a wide smoothly scraped road with board side walks on each side.  The Damascus Light and Power Company supplied the town with electricity.  R. Dave Wright, who would later be my husband, was an employee of this company."

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-bzcJLTK7ER8/T8PJ8lct4wI/AAAAAAAADzk/XjxSJfUXWBs/s400/1900s+Damascus,+VA+unknown+baby2.jpg]

Right, an unidentified baby on a new sidewalk in Damascus, Virginia ca. 1910.








"After living in Damascus for two years, my parents moved again.  This time to Afton, Tennessee (near Greenville).  There my father owned and operated a larger store.  In 1911, Dave Wright came to Afton to ask me to be his wife.  We were married in Greenville, Tennessee and came back to Damascus to live."

Below, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright  with friends brave the Backbone Rock ca. 1910. Note their fashionable climbing outfits - young men in hats, ties and white shirts, and the ladies in long dresses and stylish blouses.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jopDLxe028A/T8PK26Td8fI/AAAAAAAADzs/yqGUY9qzP4s/s400/1910s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+and+friends.jpg]



Next yet more memories of Damascus, Virginia from Pearl Osborne Wright....
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A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part III
by Pearl Osborne Wright


This is the third and last installment of memories by my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright (1890-1980) of her life in Damascus, Virginia.  In 1911, she married Dave Wright and joined him in Damascus, leaving her parents, G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, in Afton, Tennessee. - Glenn N. Holliman


"Our first home was a small upstairs apartment in the telephone office building. Dave continued to work for the Damascus Light and Power Company.  Later we bought and moved into the house owned by Ollie Weaver.

The Damascus Light and Power Company was bought by the Appalachian Power Company, and Dave became manager of the Damascus branch.  We bought and moved into the house presently owned by Harold 'Joe' Lamb.

Dave was always interested in anything involving electricity.  He operated the moving picture machines for years.  When radio came into being, he built a miniature house containing a speaker and hung it on a wire over the street in front of our house.  Music could be heard on the street in the lower end of town."

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3NKOfqVRze0/T8PgcTZ9-tI/AAAAAAAAD0c/k0e6dQZiKXY/s400/1949+Pearl+&+Dave+Wright,+Damascus,+VA+-+Copy.jpg]


Above, Pearl Osborne and David Wright take their ease, ca. 1950, in front of their home by the junction of the two rivers in Damascus, Virginia.


"At the death of my sister-in-law her three children came to live with Dave and me.  The two girls, Doris (Mrs. E. F. Akers) and Gladys (Mrs. Howard Adama), lived with us until they married and moved into their own homes.  Their brother, Bascom, entered the navy, when he became of age.

Due to illness, Dave retired from the power company in late 1951.  We built more rooms to his radio.l  Hazel and Wayne McConnell lived there until they built their own home below Damascus in 1965.  When Dave passed away (1962), I sold the big house and moved into the small one.  It is my home today."

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-w-FMphUSIZs/T8PfI0XaxrI/AAAAAAAAD0U/WCLJJeKNrJ4/s640/1951+12+Damascus,+VA+Dave+retires.jpg]



Above David Wright, one of the persons who day after day keep our communities going, at his retirement party, Christmas 1951.  Below, his wife of fifty years, celebrated her 80th birthday in 1970, the year she wrote these reflections on life in a small valley town nestled in a beautiful part of the Appalachian Mountains. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-aiIK-uKlnyo/T8Pi2hXl82I/AAAAAAAAD0k/-lSUVvFCkpQ/s400/1970+Damascus,+VA+Pearl+Wright+at+Akers,+80th+birthday.jpg]


Thanks for reading the past 18 articles on Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright.  My thanks to cousins Bob and Rob Adema and Phyllis Akers Mink for sharing of family photographs.
....next posting, more on the extended family of my Mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick

7/28/12

[bookmark: 2368635910435925958]Greer-Wilson Family History Tour 2012 

by Glenn N. Holliman
A Second Great Grandson of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer

   In June 2012 26 descendants and married partners of Greer and Wilson families of Western North Carolina gathered for three days of touring home and grave sites, educating themselves on ancestral history and getting to know and enjoy each other.  With permission, their photos are featured in this and forthcoming articles along with stories of our ancestors - frontier persons who braved Mother Nature, Native Americans, Tories, the British Army and eventually their neighbours to settle and thrive in the highlands of the North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia borders.

   Relatives from six states and Canada first gathered for dinner in Boone, North Carolina, introduced themselves and reviewed the agenda for the coming two days.  Some were only able to attend part of the busy schedule; others managed the entire program.  Co-hosts for the tour were Clinton Getzinger and yours truly.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-SAY3Hotgo8I/T_BryG2-J3I/AAAAAAAAEBw/6CwnGKv1Rlk/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+June+25+dinner.JPG]


Above are sixteen distant cousins.  Left to right sitting around the table are: Lois Ann Howard Adams, her sister Trula Howard Muse, Trula's daughter - Cathy Muse, Dr. Greg Adams, Roby Howard, Jr. and his wife, Dorthy.  Standing left to right are Chase Bundy, his mother - Jennifer Bundy and her husand, Charles Bundy.  Continuing are Shirley Sorrell in pink, Bob Adema and his wife, Gayle followed by Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, then her daughters Becky Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy and finally far right, Bryan Daniel Payne, son of Becky Payne.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--keU5M050zw/T_BtT70DWEI/AAAAAAAAEB8/DFbrcky8KUM/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Betty+Ackers,+Bina+Gray+and+Connie+Burns+examine+Frankie+Osbornes+diary.JPG]

Earlier that first day, Betty Ankers, Bina Gray and her daughter, Connie Burns visited the archives at Appalachian State University to examine the fragile diary of their ancestral aunt, Frances Wilson Osborne who from 1912 - 1940 recorded her many visits to Ashe and Watauga Counties to visit kin folk.


Also in the archives is memorabilia of The Rev. William A. Wilson who in the 1930s wrote of the Civil War bushwhacking of his father, Isaac Wilson in 1864.


Photos of other cousins and stories of ancestors in the next post.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 11:17 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bina Gray, Cathy Muse, Chase, Connie Burns, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Greg Adams, Jennifer Bundy, Jr, Jr. Bob Adema, Lois Ann Adams, Roby Howard, Shirley Sorrell, Trula H. Muse 
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Greer - Wilson History Tour, 2012 Part II    by Glenn N. Holliman     The picture below  was taken in September 2011 at Lois Ann Howard Adams home in Tennessee. With her on the left in blue is a distant cousin, Ger aldine  Stansbery Holliman Feick .    Both attended the June 2012 Greer - Wilson dinner in Boone, North Carolina.    Although kin to each other and living only 20 miles apart  in the 1930s and 1950s, they had never met before until cousin Clinton Getzinger introduced them via email.     Below is a   photograph of 'Gerry' taken with her grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, in 1929 .    Lois Ann had it in her family photograph collection, never seen before by Gerry until 2011, over 80 years after the picture w as taken.       Frankie Osborne (1851 - 1940) is a d aughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.    She married George Washington Osborne in 1867 at the Wilson homeplace in  Sutherland, North Carolina.    They had seven children to live to maturity, one being Mayme Torrence Osborne (1896 - 1943) who married Charles   S. Stansbery of  Afton, Tennessee in 1914.    They had three children, one being Geraldine Stansbery, who is the mother of Glenn Holliman, this writer, and Becky Payne and   Alice  Murphy who attended the June 2012 family tour.       Below courtesy of Shirley Sorr ell are from left to right, Dr. Greg Adams with his arm around Lois Ann Howard Adams, his aunt, and Trula Howard Muse, Lois A nn's  sister.     This was taken at the Boone, North Carolina dinner in June 2012 .  
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Greer-Wilson History Tour, 2012 Part II 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The picture below was taken in September 2011 at Lois Ann Howard Adams home in Tennessee. With her on the left in blue is a distant cousin, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick.  Both attended the June 2012 Greer-Wilson dinner in Boone, North Carolina.  Although kin to each other and living only 20 miles apart in the 1930s and 1950s, they had never met before until cousin Clinton Getzinger introduced them via email.
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-SRSmhuRv1KU/T_GmLFWxosI/AAAAAAAAECc/kqo_QL6c8Pc/s400/2011+9+Mountain+City,+TN+farm+of+Lois+Ann+Howard+Adams+and+Geraldine+Stansbery.JPG]
Below is a photograph of 'Gerry' taken with her grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, in 1929. 
Lois Ann had it in her family photograph collection, never seen before by Gerry until 2011, over 80 years after the picture was taken.

 Frankie Osborne (1851-1940) is a daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  She married George Washington Osborne in 1867 at the Wilson homeplace in Sutherland, North Carolina.  They had seven children to live to maturity, one being Mayme Torrence Osborne (1896-1943) who married Charles S. Stansbery of Afton, Tennessee in 1914.  They had three children, one being Geraldine Stansbery, who is the mother of Glenn Holliman, this writer, and Becky Payne and Alice Murphy who attended the June 2012 family tour.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sS8IlYdyXeE/T_GnLSHtKJI/AAAAAAAAECk/5sevACg57xA/s400/1929+ca+Mountain+City,+TN+Geraldine+Stansbery+&+Frankie+Osborne.jpg]



Below courtesy of Shirley Sorrell are from left to right, Dr. Greg Adams with his arm around Lois Ann Howard Adams, his aunt, and Trula Howard Muse, Lois Ann's sister.  This was taken at the Boone, North Carolina dinner in June 2012.﻿

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-0RnW7RULXMc/UBbnDUNhNUI/AAAAAAAAET8/Ca1aozPcE_I/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Greg+Adams,+Lois+Ann+Adams+Howard+and+Trudy+Adams.JPG]




Next posting, a Lois Ann Howard Adams picture with Frances (Frankie) Wilson Osborne and more photographs of the 2012 dinner.... 

8/17/12

[bookmark: 8511754460467268182]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part III 

by Glenn N. Holliman

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-We_cObwEpSA/T_GpeWOiRGI/AAAAAAAAECw/Hag75AbGeYc/s400/1931+ca+Damascus,+VA,+Frances+Wilson+Osborne+and+Lois+Howard+Adams,+grand+daughter+of+Alice+Osborne+Snyder+of+Mountain+City,+TN.jpg]

Frances Wilson Osborne, one of the daughters of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, holds Lois Ann Howard Adams in 1932.  In the previous article, a photograph of Frankie holding a grand daughter, Geraldine Stansbery, was posted.

Lois Ann is the daughter of Roby (1891-1982) and Hallie Synder Howard (1897-1950).  Hallie is the daughter of Jacob and Alice Osborne Synder.  In turn, Alice is the daughter of Frank and Emaline Wilson Osborne. 

'Frankie' (1851-1940) is a sister of Ema (1850 -1919) and the writer of a diary from 1912-1940 that records the names and events of many of her Wilson brothers, sisters and their descendants.  This writer has a scanned document of the diary.  The original is now in the  Appalachian State University's archive's collection concerning the Wilson family of western North Carolina.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mJbiffHKEcw/T_Grk4vlbSI/AAAAAAAAEC4/KB2LOG8-Lks/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Roby+Howard,+Jr.+and+Gerry+Feick+at+dinner.JPG]

Roby Howard, Jr., a brother of Lois Ann Howard Adams, shares the June 2012 Boone, NC dinner with his distant cousin, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick.








In this photograph at the dinner are Trula Howard Muse, Roby's sister, and her daughter, Cathy Muse.﻿

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P1q9iZ7dcJo/UBboNMmhReI/AAAAAAAAEUE/NmidzAeLgpk/s320/2012+6+Boone,+NC+mother+and+daughter,+Truda+Adams.JPG]



Next posting, more on the families of Lois Ann Howard Adams, the Greers and the Wilsons of western North Carolina pioneer stock. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Frances Wilson Osborne, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jr., Lois Ann Howard Adams, Roby Howard 
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[bookmark: 796882886452788440]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part IV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Our first full day of our Greer-Wilson ancestral tour began in Todd, Ashe County, North Carolina, now a ghost town as the Virginia Creeper railroad has long ceased to carry forest products from the mountains.  Todd is located on Highway 194, north of Boone and south of West Jefferson.

Left to right are Gayle Adema, wife of Bob Adema, a descendant of Frances Wilson Osborne. On the far right is Gerry Stansbery Holliman Feick, likewise descended from Frances Osborne.  In the middle is Shirley Sorrell who records her descent from John and Rebecca Wilson.  John was a brother of Frances Wilson Osborne.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vsCnXp1SHAU/T_Srqikh3BI/AAAAAAAAEDc/QsNcQxK2z8E/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Gayle+Adema,+Shirley+Sorrell+and+Gerry+Feick.JPG]




Below, notice the Baptist Church sign and the name South Fork. Todd is on the South Fork of the New River, one of the oldest rivers in the world.  There are dozens of small Baptist Churches in the mountains of western North Carolina.  The Second Great Awakening swept through the Appalachians in the early 1800s. 

Conservative and emotional Protestantism remains a major cultural force in the mountains as it appears to have been in the lives of our highland ancestors.  These churches helped tame the rough and ready energies of the frontier settlers and the generation that followed.  Schools and benevolent institutions followed in the backwash of the Great Awakening, and the moral tone of society considerably improved.



[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Hbb2PGecV4I/T_SuEkDS6LI/AAAAAAAAED4/zu5BmXnObgs/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Bryan+Payne+reviews+history+marker.JPG]Bryan Payne, descendant of Frances Wilson Osborne, reads the Todd historical marker, a community where his Greer ancestors once lived.  


Next article we go to the Todd cemetery which contains the mortal remains of Jesse and Mary 'Polly' Greer III. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bryan Payne, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Shirley Sorrell 
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/10/12   Greer - Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part V    by Glenn N. Holliman     Jesse and Mary Morris Greer, Sr...their lives and  resting places....     Just south of the Todd, North Carolina crossroads on Highway 194, up on a rise and invisible from the road, is a  pioneer cemetery.    The grass road   is hard to spot,  and some of us on our June 2012 family tour, discovered difficult   to climb!    Below Alice Holliman Murphy leads the way for some relatives who decided to walk  rather than ride.         Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778 - 18 69) was a son of Benjamin Greer, a Revolutionary War hero, and Nancy Wilcoxson, a niece of Daniel Boone.    Feisty   like his   fore  bearers, Jesse left home in a huff at age 16, and at age 21 eloped in 1800 with a 13 year old girl named Mary 'Polly' Morris  (178 7 - 1880).       Today, this great grandfather would have been incarcerated for corrupting the morals of a minor, statutory rape or worse.    However, Jesse crossed on stilts (of all  things) a fork of the New River, to 'childnap' his bride.    W ith Mary on his back  along with a rifle and, one suspects, with an outraged father right behind them, Jesse  re - forded the shallow river still on his stilts escaping with his precious load.    The couple quickly found a relative with some legal standing to marry them, and they  se ttled down in the Todd area and eventually had 17, yes, 17 children!       Below, Betty Ankers and Clinton Getzinger photograph the grave stones of Jesse and Mary Morris. Behind them are Jim Gray and  Connie Burns .  
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by Glenn N. Holliman

Jesse and Mary Morris Greer, Sr...their lives and resting places....

Just south of the Todd, North Carolina crossroads on Highway 194, up on a rise and invisible from the road, is a pioneer cemetery.  The grass road is hard to spot, and some of us on our June 2012 family tour, discovered difficult to climb!  Below Alice Holliman Murphy leads the way for some relatives who decided to walk rather than ride.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JeWjsfVPHZs/T_cKtK1yfcI/AAAAAAAAEEs/OSRXn-FKjZk/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Alice+climbs.JPG]



Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778-1869) was a son of Benjamin Greer, a Revolutionary War hero, and Nancy Wilcoxson, a niece of Daniel Boone.  Feisty like his fore bearers, Jesse left home in a huff at age 16, and at age 21 eloped in 1800 with a 13 year old girl named Mary 'Polly' Morris (1787-1880).


Today, this great grandfather would have been incarcerated for corrupting the morals of a minor, statutory rape or worse.  However, Jesse crossed on stilts (of all things) a fork of the New River, to 'childnap' his bride.  With Mary on his back along with a rifle and, one suspects, with an outraged father right behind them, Jesse re-forded the shallow river still on his stilts escaping with his precious load.  The couple quickly found a relative with some legal standing to marry them, and they settled down in the Todd area and eventually had 17, yes, 17 children!


Below, Betty Ankers and Clinton Getzinger photograph the grave stones of Jesse and Mary Morris. Behind them are Jim Gray and Connie Burns.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XP9YBAEThBk/T_cNRr-QFrI/AAAAAAAAEE4/B0qIfGFWGnI/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Betty+Akers,+Clinton+Gitziner+and+Connie+Burns+at+graves+of+Jesse+and+Mary+Morris+Greer,+3rd.JPG]





[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ci9yTP_oN0w/T_cO8PlF4LI/AAAAAAAAEFA/x0XT76FqdtI/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Sr.+grave.JPG]

 Jesse Greer, Sr. is the father of Jesse Greer, Jr, (1806-1892) who is the father of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), my generation's great, great grandmother whose husband was 'bushwhacked' at their Ashe County, North Carolina home during the Civil War.  All on this family tour are descended from or married into the Greer-Wilson families.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TbUqN_Zxz3M/T_cPFr_-DgI/AAAAAAAAEFI/PTRuwixzvAY/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Mary+Morris+Greer+grave.JPG]

Jesse Greer, Sr. lies at peace on a knoll overlooking the Todd valley.  His soul was not always at rest as he vividly described in a testimony of faith he wrote and was transcribed by his son Jesse Greer, Jr.


Next week, the words of Jesse Sr. and his "Small Travail'. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Benjamin Greer, Betty Ankers, Clinton Getzinger, Connie Burns, Jesse Greer, Mary Morris, Nancy Wilcoxson Greer 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

"A Small Travail"

In the early 1800s, the second religious Great Awakening swept across the American frontier and newly founded communities, left behind as the western movement continued to push rapidly across the new United States.  Institutional churches such as the Anglican denomination (now called Episcopalian), the dominant if not the founding church of the original southern colonies, failed to move aggressively to plant churches and provide clergy to minister to the small, isolated villages popping up in the mountain coves and rural landscapes of the newly minted nation.

Into this void came the Baptist and Methodist denominations, both with little ritual in worship and whose clergy were often under-educated.  But the pastors, ordained or otherwise, could preach, and preach they did emotionally of a doctrine of sin, damnation and personal salvation.  Camp meetings and open air revivals, attracted families for miles around.  Many came, were converted and their lives strengthened spiritually.  One such person who left his testimony, was Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778-1869).

Below, the Todd, North Carolina Cemetery where Jesse and Mary Morris Greer lie buried, overlooks a beautiful valley surrounded by high mountains covered again with forests.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-rihgrNpOTAU/UAWhbS_bLQI/AAAAAAAAELo/tQpn4CkSAjo/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Greer+graves.JPG]


He experienced a spiritual conversion experience in 1815, and as he wrote in his notebook, ‘the Gall of Bitterness’ fell away.  Whatever were the sins of this emotional, evidently impulsive ancestor?  Womanizing, drinking, horse stealing, fighting, gambling or swearing – all of the above?  He admits to some of these ‘sins’ in his confession of repentance copied below. Cousin Annie Heaton of Elk Park, North Carolina has his notebook and words written in pencil, which evidently were copied by his son Jesse Greer, Jr.  Here they are below with original spelling.  The cadence of his words capture the feeling and the emotion of his Great Awakening.


A Smawl travil of Jesse Grear, Sr.



“He was born the son of Benjamine and Nancy Grear in Wilkes County North Carolina on the 14th November 1778. then traveled on to the year of maturity under a tender father and mother and at 16 years old I left my Parents much Against their will. then serving the Devil was all my delight. till the year 1800, then married Polly Morris which was born a daughter of Henry and Franky Morris on the 17th september 1787. then went on in the Gall of Bitteness as tho there was no soul to save or to be lost. til the year 1810, at the Baptism of Brother Benjamin, I Began to think that my soul must dwell with the rich man. then I betook my self to trying to pray for about ten months. 

But the Devil pursuaded me it was so hard that I could pray no longer. But betook myself to cursing and swearing and drinking and all kinds of sin til the year 1814. very Gardless we went to meeting to the Oldfeel [Old Field] meeting house but there was no ministry Came to preach. but as they thought proper that they should sing and pray one of them began and as I set I saw a small child about twelve or thirteen years old crying as if He would Breake her heart. and it seamed to strike me like a Clap of Thunder, to think that God was at work with such small Children and I still in the gall of bitterness then I went hence trying to pray. but it oppressed? to me that God would not hear my weak pertishion. 

I soon began to think that I had passed the day of grace and soon betook my self to my friends and to the people of god to see if they could give any Conslation. but I had to go moving through the wilderness until 1815. I had been from home and on my return home some hour in the night I thought if I was lost I would die a praying. and as I was trying to pray I thought that my Blessed Jesus meet with me and Bid me not fear. then I went home Rejoycing and praising God that I had Been lost But now was found. and in the time to follow his Companion Got a hope that she had made peace with god and we was Received in to the Baptist Church and was Baptised on the 4th Sunday in June 1815.” 


     As we read his words today – he must have been a tormented soul – we hope he was happier.  Whatever could his terrible sins had been?  Maybe he neglected his children; he sure did not neglect his wife, the mother of his 17 children!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-trl3y5JFK4c/UAWlOynT-_I/AAAAAAAAEL4/DAKgav1bsCQ/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Jennifer+Bundy+examines+grave+stone+of+Jesse+Greer,+Sr.++Clinton+Getziner+looks+on..JPG]

  A morning sun scatters rays through the tall trees of the North Carolina highlands as  descendants of Jesse Greer, Sr. tend to his rustic gravestone.



Next post, more of the Wilson-Greer Tour....

9/30/12

[bookmark: 8508357670839308853]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VII 

by Glenn N. Holliman



Family History at the Ashe County Historical Museum....



 After leaving the Todd Cemetery and community, the Greer-Wilson family tour motored into Jefferson, North Carolina, county seat of  the north west region of North Carolina tucked up against Tennessee and Virginia.  The old court house now serves as the Ashe County Historical Museum and that was our next destination.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-6tweFob2Mlk/UBbf0fIN2cI/AAAAAAAAETI/FQCDbp1xQXk/s400/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+the+museum.JPG]



Below, Don  Long, center, curator of the Ashe County, North Carolina Historical Museum greeted our Greer-Wilson Family Tour group in June 2012, and told us stories of Benjamin Greer and Benjamin Cleveland, area Revolutionary War heroes.  Attractive and well-displayed, the local history museum contains exhibits on pioneer days, the coming of the Railroad, the Revolutionary and Civil Wars and early 19th century occupations of the county.  Visible in this photograph left to right are Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Becky Holliman, Don Long, Bob and Gayle Adema and Charles Bundy.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QuWh87patdw/UBbfNAukmeI/AAAAAAAAESw/b46cfhWaxUE/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+the+Ashe+County+Historical+Museum+led+by+curator+Don+Long.JPG]





[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-VsHBptD3oNY/UBbfjoH1IZI/AAAAAAAAETA/ndKEvBoYKRA/s320/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+Becky+at+the+map.JPG]Becky Holliman Payne, a fifth great grand daughter of Benjamin Greer, points out a picture of her sixth great uncle, one Daniel Boone, whose niece married Benjamin Greer in the 1770s.  All present on the tour share the same historic lineage.

Bryan P. Payne, son of Becky Payne, met another Mr. Payne, a volunteer at the museum.  The Paynes have a southern and mountain lineage similar to the Greers and Wilson in our family trees.﻿

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-8Uod5_RHhRc/UBbiPsVf1SI/AAAAAAAAETc/nRAzrQnv0Q0/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+Bryan+and+Mr.+Payne.JPG]

Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy examine artifacts at the museum.  Numerous rooms in the old court house are dedicated to various themes in the history of Ashe County.﻿

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-VCMC3K_3888/UBbjUEuyvxI/AAAAAAAAETk/sPSL7Uy9Paw/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+Charles,+Chase+and+Jennifer+Bundy+at+museum.JPG]



Next post more photographs and stories of our Greer-Wilson Family Tour of the Highlands of Western North Carolina...all in search of ancestral knowledge....﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Bryan Payne, Chase and Charles Bundy, Jennifer Bundy 
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10/9/12   Greer - Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VIII    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Tour continued to   the North Fork of the New  River in Western Ashe County, North Carolina...     Below the 5,000 foot and higher peaks of Ashe County, North Carolina are visible from the front porch of the ancestral home o f  Shirley Sorrell , who kindly  opened her home in   the western part of the county to   her distant cousins.     The house was the home of  her grandmother,  Mamie Wilson Donnelly , a daughter  of  John  and   Rebecca Wilson .       Shirley has a remarkable collection of Wilson - Greer photographs and pictures dating back to  Isaac   and  Caroline Greer Wilson , her great, great grand parents.     Below Mrs.  Sorrell holds framed likenesses of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828 - 1911) and Isaac Wilson (1822 - 1864).       Shirley shared another portrait which according to family tradition is also of Isaac and Caroline although the second picture s are dissimilar.     Below  Conn ie Burns   closely inspects the second dual portrait.     Bryan Payne   and Connie both dismantled the second dual portrait but found no names identifying for certain the couple.  
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[bookmark: 4654345394633427804]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VIII 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Tour continued to the North Fork of the New River in Western Ashe County, North Carolina...

Below the 5,000 foot and higher peaks of Ashe County, North Carolina are visible from the front porch of the ancestral home of Shirley Sorrell, who kindly opened her home in the western part of the county to her distant cousins.  The house was the home of her grandmother, Mamie Wilson Donnelly, a daughter of John and Rebecca Wilson.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4SmZsD7RuGs/UEza1x7r5rI/AAAAAAAAEWs/B1n8gJcebJ0/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+Shirley+Sorrell's+house.JPG]


Shirley has a remarkable collection of Wilson-Greer photographs and pictures dating back to Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, her great, great grand parents.  Below Mrs. Sorrell holds framed likenesses of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) and Isaac Wilson (1822-1864).

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-KLTTiy_A-Zs/UEzbuJuuW1I/AAAAAAAAEW0/Hv5ac8lgS0M/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell+with+pictures+of+Caroline+and+Isaac+Wilson.JPG]


Shirley shared another portrait which according to family tradition is also of Isaac and Caroline although the second pictures are dissimilar.  Below Connie Burns closely inspects the second dual portrait.  Bryan Payne and Connie both dismantled the second dual portrait but found no names identifying for certain the couple.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-pCV3UgwY2sY/UEzcfTQohZI/AAAAAAAAEW8/dfvnP-OBozs/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Connie+Burns+checks.JPG]



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tdAJ-LbirZc/UEzdm54xLvI/AAAAAAAAEXI/O1yskFNSOac/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Connie+Burns+and+Bryan+Payne.JPG]

Alas, however, in September 2012 while Shirley Sorrell and Glenn Holliman were comparing photographs, they spotted in the digital folder of Annie Heaton a copy of the above picture, and solved the family mystery!

Next, the mystery solved! 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:22 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Connie Burns, Shirley Sorrell

10/19/12

[bookmark: 1121595445531575749]Wilson-Greer Family Tour, Part IX 

by Glenn N. Holliman

A Family Mystery Solved...continued from previous post....

Family tradition in the Shirley Sorrell line of the Wilsons and Donnellys identified the couple  below as Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Shirley has had qualms about this identification and asked distant cousins on the June 2012 Wilson Greer Family Tour to examine the pictures.  The picture on the right is Caroline Wilson Greer (1828-1911), Shirley's great great grandmother.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H_VMaFofT9o/UGMqGwBUU1I/AAAAAAAAEkE/B2rmGgfjU9o/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Caroline+Wilson+or+not.JPG]









Below Bryan Payne snaps the mysterious portrait which hangs over the mantle in Shirley's Ashe County home.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xmnJXDUUldQ/UGMqvbvxmGI/AAAAAAAAEkk/EPChUxH9Qcw/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Bryan+shoots+mystery+picture.JPG]

 

The mystery identification was solved in September when Shirley and this writer sat down together and reviewed the photograph file of Annie Heaton, a cousin through Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. Below a photo taken in March 2012 of Annie reviewing her Greer memorabilia.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-F52yo1niLV4/UGSkeUlLkxI/AAAAAAAAElY/sLbVJ3uLoUA/s320/2012+3+Heaton,+NC+Annie+Heaton+and+memorabilia.JPG]

 

 And here we have it, William Wilson (1823 -1893) and his wife Cindrilla Reece Wilson (1829-1911) great grandparents of Annie Heaton.  Shirley Sorrell has no idea how her family came into possession of the portrait but is giving it to Annie's branch of the Wilson-Greer family.  

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JcA0JjEgUJg/UGSloKM0F_I/AAAAAAAAEmA/--30gRieZo0/s400/1860s+ca+William+Wilson+and+Cindrilla+Reece+Wilson.jpg]

 

The Tour resumes....next post.

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Cindrilla Reece Wilson, Shirley Sorrell, William Wilson 
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11/1/12   Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part X    by Glenn N. Holliman     We continue our June 2012 tour of Wilson and Greer family sites in western North Carolina.     Below is the Donnelly Store at the corner of Highway 88 and Oscar  Wilson Road in Sutherland, North Carolina.     The general store and auto garage has been operated by   the Donnelly families for several generations.     Bruce  Donnelly   married  Torrance Wilson   in 1906, who was a grand daughter of  Isaac   and  Caroline Greer Wilson .          Below   Joanne Donnelly , widow of  Joe Donnelly , a son of Bruce and Torrence   Wilson Donnelly, waits on  Bob   and   Gayle Adema .     Bob is a great, great  grandson of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.     Bob and Gayle came from Canada for this return to his family roots.     Visiting a genuine country store was a treat  for all of us, where we s tocked up on cold soft drinks.  Larry Donnelly , son of Joanne and Joe, now runs the tire and general store, keeping Donnellys in  Wilson Cove for yet another generation.               Below, two sisters and a brother pose at the Donnelly Store.     Left to right from Texas is  Alice Holliman Murphy ,  Rebecca Holliman Payne   of  Tennessee   and the author,  Glenn Hollima n   of Pennsylvania.     All three siblings are great, great grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.     Their great  grand parents were  G.W . and  Frances   Wilson Osborne , also of Sutherland and Cove Creek, North Carolina in the 19th Century.  
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[bookmark: 7523590676105631216]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part X 

by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue our June 2012 tour of Wilson and Greer family sites in western North Carolina.  Below is the Donnelly Store at the corner of Highway 88 and Oscar Wilson Road in Sutherland, North Carolina.  The general store and auto garage has been operated by the Donnelly families for several generations.  Bruce Donnelly married Torrance Wilson in 1906, who was a grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PGAkqU7YEJQ/UFIiFfu89PI/AAAAAAAAEb4/HpLcj4EGM3M/s400/2009+7+Donnely+Store,+Oscar+Cove+Rd,+Ashe+Co.NC.jpg]

 ﻿
Below Joanne Donnelly, widow of Joe Donnelly, a son of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, waits on Bob and Gayle Adema.  Bob is a great, great grandson of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Bob and Gayle came from Canada for this return to his family roots.  Visiting a genuine country store was a treat for all of us, where we stocked up on cold soft drinks. Larry Donnelly, son of Joanne and Joe, now runs the tire and general store, keeping Donnellys in Wilson Cove for yet another generation.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-nvLP226_cpI/UFIjKkVO4eI/AAAAAAAAEcA/zgfGbqtKSNg/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Joanne+Donnelly,+Bob+and+Gayle+Adema.JPG]
  

 Below, two sisters and a brother pose at the Donnelly Store.  Left to right from Texas is Alice Holliman Murphy, Rebecca Holliman Payne of Tennessee and the author, Glenn Holliman of Pennsylvania.  All three siblings are great, great grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Their great grand parents were G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, also of Sutherland and Cove Creek, North Carolina in the 19th Century.﻿

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-m_473bhtYjM/UFIkGQD3hSI/AAAAAAAAEcQ/UUQs1yEQe9E/s400/2012%2B6%2BSutherland%252C%2BNC%2BAlice%252C%2BBecky%2Band%2BGlenn%2Bat%2BDonnely%2Bstore.JPG]

Next up the Cove to the Wilson Family Cemetery.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:15 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Payne, Bob Adema, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Donnelly Store, Frances Wilson Osborne, Gayle Adema, Glenn Holliman, Joanne Donnelly 

11/12/12

[bookmark: 8680827896963560619]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XI 

by Glenn N. Holliman

In the northwest corner of Ashe County, North Carolina, not far from the Tennessee line, 4 or 5 miles east of Trade, Tennessee is the former Isaac Wilson farm.  Today the land has been subdivided and other families reside in a picturesque cove snugly tucked in some of the highest mountains in the Eastern United States.

Descendants Bryan Payne (D.C.), Shirley Sorrell (North Carolina) and Bob Adema (Canada) stand on the cemetery grounds and gaze further into the Wilson Cove in the direction of the 19th Century Wilson home, now long gone and replaced by more recent structures.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-LTz7xNuTejs/UFdvbbldUFI/AAAAAAAAEgw/H_ul-ysU8A8/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+cemetery+looking+toward+Wilson+farm+house.JPG]


Here on June 17, 1864, my great great grandfather Isaac Wilson was cruelly shot and killed in ambush while tilling his corn field.  Home of leave from service in the local Confederate Home Guard, local neighbors, Union sympathizers, fired from a tree line, striking him several times in the back.

With him pulling weeds and helping in the cultivation were several of his daughters,  Emaline, Jane, and a 13 year old, Frances Wilson Osborne, my great grandmother (1851-1940).  

In June 2012, numerous descendants of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson visited the cemetery in Oscar Wilson Cove where both lie buried along now with several dozen other of our ancestors.  Among the families now resting in the Wilson Cemetery are, among others, the Donnellys and the Osbornes.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-I7RYVBOgO-4/UFdwr2mkQwI/AAAAAAAAEhA/3h-TN9WPSqM/s400/2012+6+Sutherland+,+NC+Jim+Gray,+Galye+Adema,+Betty+Ankers,+Becky+Payne,+Bob+Adema+and+Shirle+Sorrells+at+Wilson+Cemetery.JPG]

 Jim Gray, Galye Adema, Betty Ankers, Becky Payne, Bob Adema and Shirley Sorrell at Wilson Cemetery gather around the Isaac Wilson marker.  Isaac is believed to have died on the hillside in the background of the above photograph.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-IgapmrWBN7E/UFdyUcCAINI/AAAAAAAAEhI/IGvHEe2fZ0s/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Clinton+Getziner+at+Wilson+cemetery.JPG]One of the most avid Wilson and Forrester family historians is Clinton Getzinger (Virginia) who for years has visited relatives and recorded their stories of his ancestors.  Recently Clinton has published his first novel, Forbidden Romance, based in  part on the lives of Greer, Wilson and Forrester families of the 19th Century.  The book is available at Amazon.com.   Clinton is photographed here  during the family tour which he helped design and organize.

More Next Post on Wilson Cemetery and the Cove....

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:02 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Clinton Getzinger, Emaline Wilson, Frances Wilson Osborne, Gayle Adema, Jim Gray, Shirley Sorrell 

11/24/12

[bookmark: 1775189352468715343]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XII 

By Glenn N. Holliman

The hay had been rolled in the field behind the Wilson Cemetery in late June 2012.  Over 20 ancestors of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson examined the grave sites of our family members of whom most of us had never met.  

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IbB4BR6RL2E/UGYNfbBh7zI/AAAAAAAAErI/o3gllb8rBNI/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Wilson+graves.JPG]


In 1875, the heirs of Isaac divided the large farm into various subdivisions.  Later, some children such as my great grandmother, Frances Caroline Wilson Osborne, sold their pieces and began to drift away.  Frankie and her husband, G.W. Osborne, moved to Cove Creek, NC and later to Tennesee and Virginia.  The cemetery sits on the parcel, #6 below, labeled Frankie Caroline, just south of Martha Evaline Wilson's plot, #5.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-va8wxYQe8y4/UGYOTlhnMTI/AAAAAAAAErQ/pzuf3tMqu3Y/s400/1875++Sutherland+land+divide.jpg]

 

 

Today the road deeper into the original farm looks like this below.  The dirt and graveled road is named after a descendant, Oscar Wilson.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hXlRhsLSwOI/UGYR2vgiN-I/AAAAAAAAErs/p5js9_aFQpQ/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Wilson+Cove+road.JPG]

 

More ancestors in the next post....

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Frances Wilson Osborne, Oscar Wilson. Martha Evaline Wilson 
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12/5/12   Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XIII    by Glenn N. Holliman     The afternoon was growing late, and only a few of us could make the trip to Henson Chapel, a United Methodist Church and ceme tery in Cove Creek, perhaps a  dozen or so miles south of Sutherland, North Carolina.     It was late June 2012, and the sun stayed hig h until evening.     Our goal was the church where  G.W.  Osborne   and  Frances Wilson Greer   had worshipped when they lived in the Cove from the late 1870s to 1896.     Cove Creek is still largely agricultural although  many of the farms have been subdivided into 'mi ni - estates'.         The scene below is looking into a valley standing on the Henson Cemetery site viewing the church parking lot and mountains in   the distance.  Clinton  Getzinger   and  Bob Adema   discuss the gravestones.                 Below , Bob and  Gayle Adema   stand between two Osborne headstones.     The one on the left is of  Eddie Carlock   Osborne   (1886), a son of G.W. (1846  -   1928)   and Frances Wilson Osborne (1851 - 1940).       The grave on the right is of  Leroy   (1879 - 1948) and  Lena Holtsclaw Osborne's   daughter,  Luci le , who died the day she was born in 1907.     Leroy was a son of  G.W. and Frankie Wilson Osborne.     Bob, as is this writer, is a great grandson of G.W. and Frankie.     Both of us are great, great grandsons of  Isaac   (1822 - 1864) and  Caroline Greer Wilson   (1828 - 19 11).     Bob and Gayle came from Canada to make the family tour with numerous other Wilson - Greer kinfolk .      
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[bookmark: 1561660883069744018]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XIII 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The afternoon was growing late, and only a few of us could make the trip to Henson Chapel, a United Methodist Church and cemetery in Cove Creek, perhaps a dozen or so miles south of Sutherland, North Carolina.  It was late June 2012, and the sun stayed high until evening.  Our goal was the church where G.W. Osborne and Frances Wilson Greer had worshipped when they lived in the Cove from the late 1870s to 1896.  Cove Creek is still largely agricultural although many of the farms have been subdivided into 'mini-estates'.  

The scene below is looking into a valley standing on the Henson Cemetery site viewing the church parking lot and mountains in the distance. Clinton Getzinger and Bob Adema discuss the gravestones.

 

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ZEqAVTiygog/UGhxHWGEljI/AAAAAAAAEwY/ZoJE_h43dCo/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Clinton+Getziner+and+Bob+Adema+at+Henson+Chapel+Methodist+Cemetery.JPG]

 

Below, Bob and Gayle Adema stand between two Osborne headstones.  The one on the left is of Eddie Carlock Osborne (1886), a son of G.W. (1846 - 1928) and Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940).

 

The grave on the right is of Leroy (1879-1948) and Lena Holtsclaw Osborne's daughter, Lucile, who died the day she was born in 1907.  Leroy was a son of G.W. and Frankie Wilson Osborne.  Bob, as is this writer, is a great grandson of G.W. and Frankie.  Both of us are great, great grandsons of Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911).  Bob and Gayle came from Canada to make the family tour with numerous other Wilson-Greer kinfolk.﻿

 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-3jRxgymqqbI/UGhx5JCxmxI/AAAAAAAAEwg/i0rm2KhKaw4/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Bob+and+Gayle+at+Osborne+graves.JPG]


Below is a close up of the headstone of Eddie Osborne, lonely since his parents left Cove Creek in 1896. 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-f1di9kA5Bgg/UGhzZpxtMCI/AAAAAAAAEwo/Mf2LzgO_nlQ/s320/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Eddie+G.+Osborne,+2GG+uncle.JPG]
 

The headstone of Lucile Osborne represents the pathos of a infant died at birth.  Both parents, Leroy and Lena Osborne were natives of Cove Creek, evidently living there at the time. Later Roy would spend his life as a farmer in Cleveland, Tennessee.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4-FFBCll6Fo/UGh0IjJW_wI/AAAAAAAAEww/ivUze-2jWkw/s320/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Lucille+Osborne,+d.+of+Leroy+and+Lena+Holtsclaw+Osborne.JPG]

 

Next, more ancestors resting at Henson Chapel in Cove Creek, Watauga County, North Carolina....

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bob Adema, Clinton Getzinger, Eddie C. Osborne, Lena Holtsclaw Osborne, Leroy Osborne, Lucile Osborne

12/22/12

[bookmark: 669137535173250081]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XIV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

In this article, I continue a review of the Wilson-Greer Family History tour of June 2012 attended by 25 descendants of my maternal 18th and 19th Century  pioneer ancestors in the mountains and coves of western North Carolina.

One of the graves in the Henson Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery in Cove Creek, North Carolina is that of Polly Jane Wilson Proffitt (1852-1937), a daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Sutherland, North Carolina.  Polly Jane was in the corn field with this writer's great grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, when their father, Lt. Isaac Wilson of the Confederate North Carolina Home Guard, was 'bushwhacked' and killed by Union sympathizing neighbors in June 1864.  Her grave is below.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-VFr4tqSkpDE/UGiJWBPoeHI/AAAAAAAAExM/lSYh6m2rwJY/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Polly+Wilson+Proffitt.JPG]


Polly married James Harvey Proffitt (sometimes spelled with one 't') of Cove Creek, and many Proffitt kin are buried in Henson Cemetery as the large gravestone below attests.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vRXg3pfEoow/UGiK8QAFflI/AAAAAAAAExY/LYf3KMesnsw/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Proffitt+section.JPG]


The Proffitts long have been active in the Henson Chapel as the window below suggests.  I believe  my great grandfather, G.W. Osborne was licensed a lay minister in the United Methodist Church in Cove Creek when he lived in the valley in the late 1870s to 1896.  James Harvey Proffitt, memorialized below in a church window, was G.W. Osborne's brother-in-law.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3xPOxGkAO1Y/UGiLo60PS5I/AAAAAAAAExg/X0iNg0i1f48/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Proffit+memorial+at+Henson+Methodist+Chapel.JPG]

 

 Below Jame Harvey and Polly Wilson Proffitt, ca 1900.  Photo courtesy of Clinton Getzinger.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-UNNdN1CQ1ZA/UGiQZISZ_NI/AAAAAAAAEx8/dLC-Up1snJY/s320/1860s+circa+James+Proffit+&+Polly+Wilson+Proffitt.jpg]

 

Next post, the Wilson-Greer Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk, North Carolina....



Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 1:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Cove Creek, G.W. Osborne, Henson Methodist Chapel, James Harvey Proffitt, Polly Jane Wilson Proffitt
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1/31/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part III   by Glenn N. Holliman     This is the third of a series of stories with photographs of    Dave and Pearl  Osborne Wright and their  many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.     Robert David Wright was a descendant of the 18th Century family that   founded   this village which  snuggles between two mountain ranges.    According to   historian   Louise F. Hall, there were hop es in the  late 19th Century to develop an iron industry, but the deposits were only on the surface and not  commercially viable.    Lumber companies did discover the timber and by the middle 1920s  had   decimated   the surrounding forests.               This picture was   probably made around 1912 of Dave Wright at the Backbone, a ridge line on southwest  of town.    The rail road in the early 1900s blasted a tunnel through the ridge.    The  dramatic   escarpment   of a solid jagged rock formation became a popular recreation point  for young  people.  
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part III

by Glenn N. Holliman

This is the third of a series of stories with photographs of  Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.

Robert David Wright was a descendant of the 18th Century family that founded this village which snuggles between two mountain ranges.  According to historian Louise F. Hall, there were hopes in the late 19th Century to develop an iron industry, but the deposits were only on the surface and not commercially viable.  Lumber companies did discover the timber and by the middle 1920s had decimated the surrounding forests. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-2W3Anu7QZFg/TxLtaVED3gI/AAAAAAAADI8/asySHDDUW6Y/s320/1900+ca+Damascus%252C+VA+Dave+Wright%252C+Backbone+Rock.jpg]





This picture was probably made around 1912 of Dave Wright at the Backbone, a ridge line on southwest of town.  The rail road in the early 1900s blasted a tunnel through the ridge.  The dramatic escarpment of a solid jagged rock formation became a popular recreation point for young people.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-eQOTSEg5XRk/TxLu2M0ydxI/AAAAAAAADJE/inw8YD8bKnU/s320/1900s+ca+Damascus%252C+VA++Dave+Wright+and+Pearl+on+tracks.jpg]

Above, Dave and his young wife, Pearl, operate a foot driven rail car, probably enjoying a day out at the Backbone.


In September 2011, my second cousin, Bob Adema and other family members, visited Damascus and the Backbone, now as a century later, a National Forest Recreational Park.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-cvkc90azY10/TxLvZiuxMSI/AAAAAAAADJM/9e_hx-R9X5s/s320/2011+9+Backbone+Rock%252C+TN+Bob+Adema.JPG]

Bob Adema's mother, Gladys Osborne Adema, was raised by Pearl and Dave Wright in Damascus after her mother died in 1923.  The Wrights never had children of their own, but raised Gladys, her sister Doris and her brother Bascomb Osborne at their home in Damascus.  The Wrights are the great uncle and aunt of both Bob Adema and this writer.

More on the Backbone and early photographs of Damascus in the next posting....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part II

by Glenn N. Holliman

In my last post, I began a series on a small village, a little over 1,000 persons in 2010, nestled between two mountain ranges, the Iron and Holston, and joined at the edge of the downtown by two small rivers, the Laurel and the Beaver. Damascus, Washington County, Virginia lies next to the upper East Tennessee border and welcomes trekkers from both the Virginia Creeper and Appalachian trails. It remains an eclectic community of B and Bs, cafes, bike shops and a good local library.  In the winter, the sunshine sometimes has difficulty reaching the United Methodist Church, so deep is this recessed cove at the south edge of town. 

What interests me is that my great aunt and uncle and several second cousins spent their lives, whole or in part, contributing to this community, assisting its economic base and leading its renaissance after the collapse of the iron and timber industry in the early 1900s.

Guiding in this process is 'A History of Damascus, 1793-1950', well-written by the late local historian of Damascus, Louise Fortune Hall. My historical tidbits are from her excellent work (below). I purchased my copy last autumn at the library.
                                                                  [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-6CvK5mcwsOk/Tw8qdX_jv3I/AAAAAAAADFU/r6m7424khyM/s320/2011+Damascus%252C+VA+History+of+Damascus.jpg]
Louise Hall relates that in 1785 a father and son, Jacob and John Wright, a Revoluntionary War veteran, settled along what is now Glade Spring Road, now a state highway that leads northwest to I-81.  A descendant of these Wrights, David Wright, my great uncle and his brother, Ward, were born in Damascus in the late 1800s.  Dave married by great aunt Pearl Osborne Wright in 1911.  Pearl had lived in Damascus from 1908 to 1910 when her paarents (my great grandparents), George Washington and Frances Wilson Osborne ran a general store and boarding house.


Below is a photograph from approximately 1910 showing the Osborne boarding house and store on what is now main street Damascus.  G.W. and Frankie Osborne are surrounded by some of their children.  The tall woman in the centre is Pearl O. Wright and next to her is my grandmother, Mayme T. Osborne Stansbery.  This picture has been in the possession of Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, my mother.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-DgBcK7eQjpA/Tw8u3GvBk4I/AAAAAAAADFk/gR0_OBRbmuA/s400/1900+circa+Damascus%252C+Virginia.jpg]


When my wanderlust great grandfather, G.W. Osborne, still looking for his elusive forture, moved the family to Afton, Tennessee in 1910, Dave Wright followed and asked the hand of Pearl in marriage.  From 1911 until his death in 1962, Damascus was their home.

Next posting, more on a family in Damascus....
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The Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part I

On the Road to Damascus
by Glenn N. Holliman

Let's begin with a Google map of Western North Carolina, upper East Tennessee and a portion of Southwest Virginia.  By the late 1700s most of my mother's ancestors had made their way from Pennsylvania and the Chesapeake colonies to the uplands and valleys of the Appalachians found on this map. They were the Osbornes, Greers, Wilsons, Boones, Browns, Wilcoxsons and others.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-m5lZ2dXT5VQ/TwdOXdGVz2I/AAAAAAAADCc/JTaLUh6fQKQ/s320/2012+1+Damascus+Map.jpg]

The red dot in the bottom center is the approximate location of the Civil War farm of my great great grandparents, Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, in Sutherland, near Creston, Ashe County, North Carolina.  The blue dot underlined in red is Damascus, Virginia, and in the center left underlined is Bristol, Tennessee the birthplace of my mother.  Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, my mother,and I are descendants of all the above families.

 On her father's side, Charles S. Stansbery, Sr., mother descended from a family that landed in the Maryland colony in the late 1600s, made their way thought through the Piedmont areas of Virginia and the Carolinas, before offspring settled by the 1850s in the Knox and Greene counties of East Tennessee.

For a period of time, this Southern Appalachian area was America's frontier.  The Cherokee and Shawnee lost their hunting grounds by the late 1700s and eventually most of their homeland as the tide of European-Americans kept pushing westward.  Many of the offspring of my families moved into Tennessee and Kentucky and within a generation across the Missisippi and eventually to the Rockies and beyond.  Daniel Boone, my 6th great uncle, founded Kentucky but eventually would die in Missouri.

Of course, not all children and grandchildren of the named families above moved west.  Many made the Appalachian mountains, coves and river bottom land their homes.  To this day, one will find my distant cousins living in Ashe and Watauga counties in North Carolina, Knox, Greene, Sullivan and Washington counties in Tennessee and Grayson and other counties in Virginia.

In this series of posts, I am exploring the lives of ancestors who remained in the Appalachian highlands, in particular a great aunt and uncle, Pearl Osborne Wright and her husband, Dave.  They made an impact on the small community of Damascus, Virginia, in the first half of the 20th Century and left an archive of photographs that capture their lives and the fashions of their time.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-7o1uM87F9n8/TwnOYOCtZvI/AAAAAAAADCs/QQa8TsDdZok/s320/1910s+Damascus%252C+VA+Dave+and+Pearl+Osborne+Wright+perhaps.jpg]

Above David and Pearl Osborne Wright in Damascus, Virginia early 1900s with their puppies.  Many of the photographs to be posted are courtesy of my second cousin, Phyliss Akers Mink, a great niece of the Wright.


My Great Aunt Pearl was not the first of my ancestors to travel through Damascus, Virginia.  That honor belongs to Daniel Boone, a 6th great uncle of mine.  A few miles south of Damascus, in Laurel Blooming, Tennessee is a monument (pictured below) to his explorations.  He traversed what is now the upper East Tennessee and Southwest Virginia valleys and river bottoms, before forcing the Cumberland Gap.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-cZhjFDn0XlY/TwnNp8xV90I/AAAAAAAADCk/xxaS9M9Gu7U/s320/2011+9+Laural+Blooming%252C+Daniel+Boone+Trail+marker.JPG]


Next posting, unfolding the history of Damascus, Virginia and my relatives....
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We Are Also Boones, Part 4
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When We Were Greers, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman The Greers Move Through the Great Valley of Virginia to Relocate in North Carolina Both my generation's 7 th and 6 ...
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Frances Wilson Osborne with daughter, Mayme Osborne Stansbery and granddaughter Louise Stansbery Sherwood
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3/6/12   Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part VI   by Glenn N. Holliman       This is the sixth in a series of stories with photographs of    my great uncle and  aunt, Dave and Pearl  Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.    Pearl is the grand daughter of  Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.    As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink,  daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,     Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and  Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for  making many of the historical photographs available.       When one reads Louise Hall's history of Da mascus, the feeling grows that Dave Wright was the all - around  handy man for the village.    While a youngster, he played in the town brass band.    A hard worker beginning  in 1901, he daily lit and cleaned the oil lamps downtown. From 1905 until his retirement   in 1949, he 'was'  the electric company, running the generators for the town.                                                                                           Dave Wright as a boy who became    the    'electricity' person for Damascus         The electric generator he operated was at the 'race' on B eaver Creek.    As the decades went by he continued  to manage the larger and larger units, finally retiring from the   Appalachian Power Company.    
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part VI

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the sixth in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.  As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


When one reads Louise Hall's history of Damascus, the feeling grows that Dave Wright was the all-around handy man for the village.  While a youngster, he played in the town brass band.  A hard worker beginning in 1901, he daily lit and cleaned the oil lamps downtown. From 1905 until his retirement in 1949, he 'was' the electric company, running the generators for the town.    
                                      

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-QogJSnnPf_s/TyhLRbenmAI/AAAAAAAADTs/aXL_yrApzqk/s1600/1900s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+perhaps+or+brother+Ward.jpg]

 Dave Wright as a boy who became  the  'electricity' person for Damascus 


The electric generator he operated was at the 'race' on Beaver Creek.  As the decades went by he continued to manage the larger and larger units, finally retiring from the Appalachian Power Company. 

At the Emporium Hall, it was Dave, beginning in 1911, who ran the Westinghouse Movie Projectors.  When the Damascus Amusement Company built a movie hall in 1920, Dave, one of the owners, not surprisingly ran those movie projectors. 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-tEawkV2w3X8/TyhHihk4lrI/AAAAAAAADTk/zUHt_rkJVWk/s320/2011+9+Damascus,+VA+Laurel+Blooming+Creek+runs+into+Beaver+Dam+Creek.JPG]

In 2011, Bob Adema, Dave Wright's great nephew observed Laural Creek where it merges with Beaver Creek, near the site where electricity was generated by his uncle for the town a century earlier.
                                                                        [image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZlPC1oRmsno/TyhLodgmzbI/AAAAAAAADT0/UUDEbsU2l30/s320/1910s+Damascus,+VA+on+the+tracks.jpg]
And when a car taxi service started from Damascus to Glade Spring in 1912, yes, Dave was recruited to drive the new fangled automobiles.  The small rail road cart above, loaded with Damascus young people, soon gave way to the horseless buggy.  More on that in the next posting....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part V

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the fifth in a series of stories with photographs of my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


According to historian Louise Hall, Dave's father, P.W. Wright constructed a large home in 1898 along Beaver Creek.  The home became a boarding house, an inn if you will, for the travelling lumber and rail road men who frequented Damascus during the boom years from 1901 to 1926.  Being so close to mountain-fed rivers, the large, rumbustious creeks occasionally overflowed.  During a disastrous flood in 1901, water ran through the first floor, stranding guests on the second floor. 

As time passed, Dave and Pearl took over running the inn.  For a while in the 1910s, they may have been assisted by another great uncle of mine, Toby Osborne, one of five sons of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, natives of Ashe County, North Carolina.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Fje62uvoQ5Y/TyGzOh7KEzI/AAAAAAAADP8/nPIwMG7Djjc/s320/1910s+ca+Damascus,+VA++Wright+house.jpg]









Left, the Damascus Inn in the 1910s. Notice the picket fence and unpaved street.  The persons on the right and left are believed to be Pearl Osborne and Dave Wright.  The tall gentleman in the middle is unidentified.

The Damascus Inn would serve as the back drop for several generations of family photos, some of which will appear later in this series.  Below the house from a 1910s photograph taken on the bank of Beaver Creek near the town bridge.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-RYVVsxeL5WU/TyG0-Pq_5ZI/AAAAAAAADQM/tyge06lA-4U/s320/1910s+ca+Damascus,+VA+Wright+yard+perhaps.jpg]

 Today the Damascus Inn, the home first of P.W. Wright and later one of his sons, Dave Wright, is a private  home.  In the fall of 2011, a political sign had replaced one from a century earlier that had read 'Damascus Inn'.   The "Inn", a piece of local history, appears well-preserved by the current owners.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-5sNT8aShq_c/TyG3HwjhF-I/AAAAAAAADQU/hzM83ZE3Iwo/s320/2011+9+Damascus,+VA+Wright+House+on+main+street+by+bridge.JPG]


Next posting, scenes of the boardwalk of Damascus....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part IV

by Glenn N. Holliman

This is the fourth in a series of articles on Damascus, Virginia and how one family, my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright, lived and contributed to the well-being of the community in the first half of the 20th Century.
  
In 1901 the Virginia-Carolina Railroad reached Damascus from Abington, Virginia.  Timber began being removed from the thick forests surrounding the cove and covering the high mountains that surrounded the isolated village.  In 1906, the Laurel Line opened to the south connecting Damascus to Mountain City,Tennessee.

Historian Louise Hall describes the Laurel Railway as a narrow gauge operation that often carried young people into the forests for picnics and then picked them up to bring them home.  Below are some photos illustrating Ms. Hall's information.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-F8cNSok-3hU/TxW67sFMlWI/AAAAAAAADJ0/oQsTxiL1so8/s320/1910s+Damascus%252C+VA+on+the+tracks.jpg]

The names of the persons on this small track car are not known, but one assumes Dave Wright in on the far right and probably his young wife, Pearl Osborne Wright, is sitting in front of him.  If relatives recognize unidentified persons in this and other photographs, please email the writer at Glennhistory@gmail.com. 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Gfl_k8yBgVM/TxW7NAXj0vI/AAAAAAAADJ8/WDZ-Z2-5Q1k/s320/1910s+ca+Damascus%252C+VA+Dave+Wright+in+middle.jpg]

As ever we are indebted for the photographs to my second cousin, Phyllis Ackers Mink, whose mother, Doris Osborne Ackers, grew up in Damascus from 1923 until her marriage to Elmer "Flea" Ackers in the 1930s.  Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright may be the couple (right picture) on the far right side of the person in the dark jacket.  The man in the dark coat may be Dave's brother, Ward Wright, who also lived in Damascus.


Railroads served Damascus until 1926 when operations ceased as the timber had been harvested.  Economically the trains could not survive with out the trees.  Later many of the privately owned forests were purchased by the U.S. Government and have become national forests.  This is another story, one of the Civilian Conservation Corps locating a camp near Damascus during the New Deal.  The CCC location would impact the lives of the Wrights and Osborne siblings.  More later on that story.


Next posting, more the the Wrights and their lives in Damascus, Virginia....
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· [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_onotc7qbTJk/TSCw6nVPICI/AAAAAAAABxY/3qT7l-Wz7ME/s72-c/2010%2BProclamation%2BLine%2Bof%2B1763.jpg]

When We Were Greers, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman The Greers Move Through the Great Valley of Virginia to Relocate in North Carolina Both my generation's 7 th and 6 ...
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Frances Wilson Osborne with daughter, Mayme Osborne Stansbery and granddaughter Louise Stansbery Sherwood
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part VIII

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the eight in a series of stories with photographs of my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.


The railroad to and from Damascus closed when the timber played out in 1926.  The automobile became more and more important to moving people and merchandise.  A chemical factory came to town, and needed trucks to move it's products to market. The roads continued to improve as America moved deeper into the automobile age.

I am not sure who is in this photograph.  The man on the far left with his arm about a child could be either Ward or Dave Wright.  Identifications welcome.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4UPmeUoGYEs/T0Fo4OgB2LI/AAAAAAAADkc/Eo4EID70QBU/s400/1920s+Damascus,+VA+unknown.jpg]























During the World War, even older men had to register for the draft. One registering was my great uncle, Toby Miles Osborne (1876 - 1951), pictured below. He was a heavy set man, whose life included legal and financial upheavals. In 1917, he listed on his draft registration that he was an innkeeper in Damascus, Virginia. Perhaps he assisted his sister, Pearl Osborne Wright and her husband, Dave, with their inn and various businesses.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-e9rXUi2hyvw/T0FqkaUBnmI/AAAAAAAADko/UTZhdAkEtMA/s400/1910s%2BToby%2BOsborne.jpg]













In the photo below, one observes a child, my Aunt Louise Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006), a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright.  She is standing in front of her Uncle Toby and Aunt Alta Holtsclaw Osborne (1878-1933). In the background stands this writer's great grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, born in Ashe County, North Carolina in 1851, and died in Bristol, Tennessee, 1940.
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There was time to celebrate the young in Damascus.  Below Louise Stansbery, 4 years old, stands on the Model T Ford, perhaps used to motor persons from Glade Valley to Damascus as a taxi service that Dave Wright pursed for a time.



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-0N93ZX2RPiI/T0FsbTGCPpI/AAAAAAAADk4/27_gatBr7e8/s400/1918+Louise+Stansbery.jpg]



Next tragedy befalls the Osborne and Wright families....
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part VII

by Glenn N. Holliman


This is the seventh in a series of stories with photographs of  my great uncle and aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright and their many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.  Pearl is the grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina. As ever I am grateful to Phyllis Mink, daughter of Doris Osborne Akers,  Bob and Rob Adema, descendants of Gladys Osborne Adema and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, a niece of Pearl Osborne Wright and this writer's mother, for making many of the historical photographs available.

In previous posts, I have written of Dave Wright as the indispensable man, perhaps not unusual for small towns in rural American a century ago.  He played in the town band, ran the movie projector at the local theatre, helped his wife check guests into the Damascus Inn and kept the town electric generators going.


 Below, front row on the far left, Dave took some time to enjoy friendships.  The friends, all formally dressed, seem to be in front of some type of gazebo.  Did Damascus have a town bandstand?

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ct2vr-Vaekg/TymrWx1NWSI/AAAAAAAADWY/FUJmGn1mJWM/s400/1920s+ca+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+ft+left.jpg]

Dave also provided the town taxi service beginning in 1912.  One of the first persons to whom he gave a ride was his mother-in-law, my great grandmother Frances Wilson Osborne of Afton, Tennessee at the time.  In her diary, she wrote that her first automobile ride was provided by Dave Wright up and down the Glade Valley Road. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-675WSiunhYc/Tyms3-LkiCI/AAAAAAAADWg/KiEH7xl0sBM/s320/1910s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright,+center,+and+cow.jpg]

Right, Dave and his wife, Pearl Osborne Wright, stand in front of what may be the town taxi.  The cow does not seem impressed.


Of course, being a mechanic came in handy for Dave.  Here he changes a tire, a common occurrence a century ago.
[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-8bpRM0t2a90/TymtbnSU-CI/AAAAAAAADWo/3K4YxaYZ2wg/s320/1910s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+changes+a+tire.jpg]
Dave Wright seemed to have considerable advice on how to change the tire.  Punctures were common on unpaved roads.
                                                        .[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WYxWllAFzkI/TymtinpJtUI/AAAAAAAADWw/q5Wmnj1a9lM/s320/1910s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+changes+a+tire+(2).jpg]


Next more on the 1910 and 1920s....
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Greer-Wilson-Osborne et al - Y'all Come!

This Summer Join your Distant Cousins and Discover your Ancestral Roots in the beautiful Highlands of Western North Carolina!
.               [image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-8vMS9kCm6rk/T146SL1PfUI/AAAAAAAADqU/4xmkC3cbPzc/s400/2012+3+Ashe+Co.,+farm.JPG]
Above, an Ashe County Christmas tree farm, one of many typical of the renewed agriculture  economy of this 18th Century pioneer land.  Taken in March 2012, the valleys and mountains range from 2,500 to over 5,000 feet elevation.  The Blue Ridge Parkway is only a few miles away from this farm.  Grandfather Mountain, Boone, North Carolina and other tourist activities make this area a treat to visit any time of the year.

If you have in your family tree the names ofGreer, Wilson, Osborne, Brown, Baird, Boone, Wilcoxson, Forrester, Proffitt, Mast and many others, you will find lost cousins and new history on your ancestral roots.

Family historians Clinton Getzinger and Glenn Holliman, both descendants of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, are hosting an educational reunion and tour of historic family sites in Watauga and Ashe Counties, North Carolina, June 25 – 27, 2012.  

A fascinating agenda has been prepared to include among other items:

June 25, 2012 – Group dinner at 6 pm at  Casa Rustica of Boone at 1348 Highway 105 South, Boone, NC.  This Italian restaurant is casual dining in a rustic cabin setting.  A private dining room has been reserved for us.  Beverage hour begins at 6 pm and dinner by 7 pm after introductions.  We welcome local relatives as well as those who will be travelling long distances.  A short background seminar and review of the agenda will be given by Clinton and Glenn. 


Through out the tour, we will be sharing information on our ancestors from Scotland and England, the immigration to the Cherokee and Revolutionary War frontier, our relationship to Daniel Boone, other frontier ancestors and their involvement in the events such as the Civil War that made American history.



June 26, 2012 -  

9 am – Leave for day’s activities

9:30 am - A visit to scenic Ashe County, the Todd General Store and the grave sites of Jesse Greer, Sr. and Mary Polly Morris Greer.  Polly eloped with Jesse at age 13 in 1800 and lived happily ever after, 17 children later! 

11:00 am - Time at the Ashe County History Museum with curator Don Long who will share the community’s version of the Wilson-Potter Feud and the Benjamin Greer-Benjamin Cleveland kidnapping during the Revolutionary War.  A gift shop and rest rooms are available. Curators Don and Betty, below, will greet us at the museum.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-eVbzFmxf5_I/T148lBm4ENI/AAAAAAAADqc/mIlb-P39tVE/s320/2012+3+Jefferson,+NC+Don+Long+and+Betty,+musuem+curators.JPG]



2:00 pm – After a short lunch in Jefferson, Ashe County, we travel to Sutherland to meet Shirley Sorrell, who will show us the old Wilson farm, the Cemetery and the field where Isaac Wilson was bushwhacked.  Other cemeteries will be visited and the Donnelly Store.  Shirley is directly decended from Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, and many of her family photographs are in the book Neighbor to Neighbor, the story of our family during the Civil War.


If time permits, we shall stop in Cove Creek at the Henson Chapel Cemetery where Polly Jane Wilson Proffitt, 1852-1937, lies buried.


After this stop, we return to lodging.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Jy858J0NJm4/T149KjMfSvI/AAAAAAAADqk/WPX-BnG3npU/s320/2009+7+Wilson+Cemetery+and+former+farm.jpg]

Above, we will visit the Wilson Cemetery located off Oscar Wilson Road, the deep cove where Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson farmed and where Isaac was brutally bushwhacked on June 17, 1984, another victim of the Civil War.  

6:00 pm – Again a group dinner in Boone for fellowship and sharing.

June 27 – 

10:00 – Meet in Banner Elk to visit Jesse Greer, Jr. and Frances Brown Greer homesite and graves, plus another family cemetery.  Time with Annie Heaton, great granddaughter of the above and keeper of considerable family memoriabilia including historic notebooks of Isaac Wilson and Jesse Greer, Jr.  


Below, Annie Greer Heaton, great grand daughter of Jesse Greer, Jr, and Frances Brown Greer, holds Jesse Greer, Sr's notebook containing family birth dates and his own words on his religious conversion in 1815.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-N9F33fRnstY/T15INVuxx5I/AAAAAAAADq0/8bLTlMm-3QM/s320/2012+3+Heaton%252C+NC+Annie+Heaton+and+Jesse+Greer%252C+Sr.%2527s+notebook.JPG]



12:00 – Group lunch in Elk Park with Annie Heaton.  Official tour and our time together is over.  Folks can visit local tourist sites and enjoy the mountain vistas!  Others may want to visit Osborne sites in East Tennessee, Forrester and/or other family ancestral homes in the area.

Please make your lodging reservations directlywith the recommended places below, but let us know if you are coming.  There will be handouts on family history, maps, etc and we need to make reservations for food.



HEADQUARTERS LODGING FOR THE WILSON-GREER REUNION

June 25 – 27, 2012, Boone, North Carolina

Both the Baird House and Lazy Bear Lodge in Mast, NC are where several of us are staying, but the Boone, North Carolina area has many fine motels to book.

THE BAIRD HOUSE  bairdhouse@charter.net   or  info@bairdhouse.com  along the Watagua River.
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		 THE LAZY BEAR LODGE



				A North Carolina Bed and Breakfast Mountain Retreat,

Near the Blue Ridge Parkway and the Pisgah National Forest

315 Lazy Bear Trail ~ Vilas, North Carolina (NC) 28692
Telephone: 828-963-9201
Email: info@lazy-bear-lodge.com
Website: A Vilas NC Bed and Breakfast Retreat









				



		

		



		

		



		

		



		

		













		







		





[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ASQd759NCn0/T15J3Hben0I/AAAAAAAADq8/u4Q36oZWoRU/s320/2009+7+Sutherland+Methodist+Church,+Gerry+S.+Feick,+Ashe+Co.,+NC.jpg]

 Above Geraldine Stansberry Holliman Feick, a great granddaughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson at the family’s Sutherland United Methodist Church near the Wilson farm. Her grandparents were George Washington and Frances Wilson Osborne, both of Ashe County.   Her grandmother was walking behind Isaac when he was shot and killed. Gerry will be attending the reunion tour.



We look forward to greeting you in Boone, North Carolina! Please let us know when you make your reservations and when you will be arriving so we may have adequate materials and arrangements made.  We want to send you the final agenda.



For information and confirmations, please contact:

Clinton Getzinger at steg1812@gmail.com  or  757-235-3111or Glenn Holliman at glennhistory@gmail.com.




Many Thanks…. Clinton and Glenn, descendants of Isaac and Carolina Greer Wilson 
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We Are Also Boones, Part 4

by Glenn N. Holliman ( Source for this posting is largely from In the Footsteps of Daniel Boone by Randell Jones. Photos taken from the wo...
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We Are Also Boones, Part 3

by Glenn N. Holliman Sources include the Boone Society web site and members; History of the Boone, Bryan and Morgan Families by Roberta...

· [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_onotc7qbTJk/TSCw6nVPICI/AAAAAAAABxY/3qT7l-Wz7ME/s72-c/2010%2BProclamation%2BLine%2Bof%2B1763.jpg]

When We Were Greers, Part XI

by Glenn N. Holliman The Greers Move Through the Great Valley of Virginia to Relocate in North Carolina Both my generation's 7 th and 6 ...
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Frances Wilson Osborne with daughter, Mayme Osborne Stansbery and granddaughter Louise Stansbery Sherwood
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part III


 


by Glenn N. Holliman


 


 


This is the third of a series of stories with photographs of 


 


Dave and Pearl 


Osborne Wright and their 


many years of life in Damascus, Virginia.


 


 


Robert David Wright was a descendant of the 18th Century family that


 


founded


 


this village which 


snuggles between two mountain ranges. 


 


According to


 


historian


 


Louise F. Hall, there were hop


es in the 


late 19th Century to develop an iron industry, but the deposits were only on the surface and not 


commercially viable. 


 


Lumber companies did discover the timber and by the middle 1920s 


had


 


decimated


 


the surrounding forests.


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


This picture was


 


probably made around 1912 of Dave Wright at the Backbone, a ridge line on southwest 


of town. 


 


The rail road in the early 1900s blasted a tunnel through the ridge. 


 


The 


dramatic


 


escarpment


 


of a solid jagged rock formation became a popular recreation point 


for young 


people.
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