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4/12/13   by Glenn N. Holliman     From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence  Donnelly....     Cousin  Jennifer Leigh Knight Bundy , left,   recently has made available   some mid - 20th Century photographs of the Wilson and Donnelly families of  Sutherland, North Carolina.     What follows is her family lineage and   snapshots from the  Bruce   and  Torrence Wilson   Donnelly   scrapbook held by Jennife r's  family.         Jennifer's lineage is as follows. She is the daughter of  Meredith   Lewis Knight   and  Jackie Ruth Lewis   Farrington . Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington is the  daughter of Master Sgt.  Morris Franklin     (a Bataan Death March Survivor) and  Virginia Dare  Donnelly Lewis . Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis is the  daughter of  Bruce   and  Torrence Wilson Donnelly . Torrence Wilson Donnelly is the daughter of  Bob   and  Ellen Wilson . Bob Wilson is the son of  Isaac   and  Caroline Greer Wilson .     Jennifer, her husband and son,  and twenty other cousins toured Sutherland, the Wilson Cemetery and the Donnelly Store in June 2012.    These Wilson  photographs augment the numerous family pictures printed in  Neighbor to Neighbor   (2007) available at the Appalachian State University book st ore.     Today the original mid - 19th Century farm of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson is subdivided into several homes and farm steads.     The topographical maps name  the road into the cove as the Oscar Wilson Road, leading off State Highway 88 in Ashe County, N orth Carolina.   -   GNH     Isaac   (12/16/1822 - 6/17/1864) and  Caroline Greer Wilson   (12/16/1828 - 9/8/1911) had seven children, one being  Robert 'Bob' Wilson .     Caroline had an 8th  child, Sarah Marilla Wilson Osborne, several years after her husband's murder by 'bus hwhackers' in June 1864.     In this article, we trace one branch of the family.         Bob Wilson   (1/4/1860 - 2/7/1949) married a cousin,  Sara Ellen Wilson   (1866 - 1952).     One of their children was  Torrence Wilson   who married a neighbor,  Bruce Donnelly .     Bruce's par ents were  Gustavous   and  Flora Latham Donnelly  who lived in Sutherland.       Bob and Ellen Wilson lived at Green Valley.     Their house and the one Torrence was raised in is still there.       Above taken prior to Bob Wilson's death in 1949, left to right are  Flora   Latham Donnelly ,  Gustavus   Donnelly ,  Robert Wilson , the son of Isaac and  Caroline Greer Wilson, and Robert's wife,  Ellen Wilson , mother of Torrence Wilson who married  Bruce Donnelly .  
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[bookmark: 7872870051232641130]by Glenn N. Holliman

From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly....

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hFofkJ21OEM/UFDkcbo8-WI/AAAAAAAAEbA/6QlvaXatb9s/s200/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Jennifer+Bundy.JPG]

Cousin Jennifer Leigh Knight Bundy, left, recently has made available some mid-20th Century photographs of the Wilson and Donnelly families of Sutherland, North Carolina.  What follows is her family lineage and snapshots from the Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly scrapbook held by Jennifer's family.  

Jennifer's lineage is as follows. She is the daughter of Meredith Lewis Knight and Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington. Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington is the daughter of Master Sgt. Morris Franklin  (a Bataan Death March Survivor) and Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis. Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis is the daughter of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly. Torrence Wilson Donnelly is the daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson. Bob Wilson is the son of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.

Jennifer, her husband and son, and twenty other cousins toured Sutherland, the Wilson Cemetery and the Donnelly Store in June 2012.  These Wilson photographs augment the numerous family pictures printed in Neighbor to Neighbor (2007) available at the Appalachian State University book store.

Today the original mid-19th Century farm of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson is subdivided into several homes and farm steads.  The topographical maps name the road into the cove as the Oscar Wilson Road, leading off State Highway 88 in Ashe County, North Carolina. - GNH

Isaac (12/16/1822-6/17/1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (12/16/1828-9/8/1911) had seven children, one being Robert 'Bob' Wilson.  Caroline had an 8th child, Sarah Marilla Wilson Osborne, several years after her husband's murder by 'bushwhackers' in June 1864.  In this article, we trace one branch of the family.  

Bob Wilson (1/4/1860-2/7/1949) married a cousin, Sara Ellen Wilson (1866-1952).  One of their children was Torrence Wilson who married a neighbor, Bruce Donnelly.  Bruce's parents were Gustavous and Flora Latham Donnelly who lived in Sutherland.  
Bob and Ellen Wilson lived at Green Valley.  Their house and the one Torrence was raised in is still there.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1YA-hkx6ZbM/UFDjLxGzdCI/AAAAAAAAEag/hlAkGdG5ADs/s400/Pic1.jpg]


Above taken prior to Bob Wilson's death in 1949, left to right are Flora Latham Donnelly, Gustavus Donnelly, Robert Wilson, the son of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, and Robert's wife, Ellen Wilson, mother of Torrence Wilson who married Bruce Donnelly.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-pJ2Ew6sa0j0/UFDRMz854gI/AAAAAAAAEY0/jeOoKz3RX5c/s400/Pic2+Children+of+Robert+and+Ellen+Wilson+L+to+R+Lee,+Witt,+Edna,+Edgar,+Neva,+Oscar,+Torrance.jpg]

Above the children of Robert and Ellen Wilson in 1956.  Left to right are Lee Wilson, Grover DeWitt Wilson (2/4/1885-3/24/1957), Edna Wilson Osborn, Edgar Wilson, Neva  Wilson Hashe (7/7/1905-11/23/2003), Oscar T. Wilson (2/24/1989- 8/28/1985) and Torrence Wilson Donnelly.  Torrence is the great grandmother of Jennifer Bundy.   

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JNjYvwhF0hU/UFDYpSf2WuI/AAAAAAAAEZM/lXcBduwzem4/s400/Pic3+Another+of+same+children+L+to+R+Witt,+Oscar,+Edgar,+Lee,+Torrance,+Edna,+NevaPic3.jpg]


Another photograph of same children left to right back row - Witt, Oscar, Edgar, Lee and front row - Torrence, Edna and Neva.  These photographs are believed taken at the Wilson-Donnelly farm in Sutherland.  Below a chimney and barn still stand at the site of the old homeplace. The photo was taken by Jennifer Bundy in 2010.

.

Next post, more photographs from the Bruce and Torrence Donnelly Scrapbook....

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 1:55 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bruce Donnelly, Edna W.Osborn, Ellen Wilson, Flora Donnelly, Gustavous Donnelly, Jennifer Bundy, Lee Wilson, Neva W. Hashe, Oscar Wilson. Martha Eva Wilson, Robert Wilson, Torrence W. Donnelly, Witt Wilson 
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[bookmark: 5387587880322887613]From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly...Part 2

We continue with photographs from the scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly.  Torrence was a grand daughter of Isaac and Carolina Greer Wilson and daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.  A great grand daughter of Torrence, Jennifer Bundy, made these pictures available. - Glenn N. Holliman

Below, Jennifer Bundy, a librarian, shares lunch with her distant cousin, Bryan Payne during the June 2012 Wilson-Greer Family Tour in Ashe County, North Carolina.  Both are great, great, great grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, NC.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-R35QgDDP9pw/UFDr_cC-BuI/AAAAAAAAEbU/P9yjg2FYfQI/s200/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+Jennifer+Bundy+and+Bryan+Payne.JPG]

Below, Bruce and Torrence Wilson, Jeffiner's great grandparents, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1966.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-o2ge83UpQg0/UFDsEJ-PHgI/AAAAAAAAEbc/ybNy6E7x5w0/s320/Pic4+Bruce+and+Torrance+Wilson+Donnelly+on+their+50th+wedding+anniversaryPic4.jpg]
  



 Above, Bruce and Torrence with their children on their 50th anniversary.  Left to right: Joseph Bruce Donnelly, Grace Elizabeth Donnelly Wilson, Raymond Charles Donnelly, Virginia Dare Donnelly (Jennifer Bundy's grandmother), Torrence Lillian Wilson Donnelly, Anna Belle Donnelly Ragan, Bruce Donnelly, Margaret Donnelly Wallace and Ruth Frances Donnelly Duncan.

 

Jennifer provided the following data on Bruce and Torrence Donnelly and their children. 

 

Bruce Charles Donnelly (11/26/1893 - 11/1/1989) married Torrence Lillian Wilson(12/18/1899 - 8/10/1986). 

 

Their children are:

 

Grace Elizabeth Donnelly (11/26/1916 - 1/14/1998) married Conley Argus Wilson (10/3/1909 -1/3/1994).  There was a second late marriage to Ed Wallace.
 

Raymond Charles Donnelly (9/25/1919 - 4/3/2002) married Edith Irene Younce (4/15/1923- 5/27/1989).
 

Virginia Dare Donnelly (7/2/1921 - 2/26/2008) married (1) Morris Franklin Lewis (7/13/1917 -10/20/2003), Jennifer Bundy's grandfather, (2) Burl Ray Winebarger (7/3/1915 - 7/5/1969, (3) James Louis Johnson (1/1/1929 - 1/26/1975), (4) and (5) twice married Willard Glenn Lewis (10/2/1916 -10/10/2004).

 

Anna Belle Donnelly (3/22/1923) married Tip Ragan (5/10/1918 – 11/21/1990).

Ruth Frances Donnelly (5/2/1925) married Meredith Brooks Duncan (1/20/1924 – 8/17/1969).

Margaret Donnelly (6/18/1930) - married James Kermit Wallace (12/14/1926 – 10/25/2007).

Joseph Bruce Donnelly (10/28/1932 – 1/4/2012) married Joann Wallace who survives.

 Below, Joann Wallace in red with Shirley Sorrell at the Donnelly Store in Sutherland at the end of Oscar Wilson Road, the historic farm land of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. Joe Donnelly had passed away a few months before this photo was made in June 2012.  Son Larry Donnelly of the next generation now manages the store with his mother.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-AsjPjtVLOWA/UW37x0IhCjI/AAAAAAAAF6U/QS4Y3Utmp34/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Joane+Donnelly+and+Shirley+Sorrell.JPG]



More on the Bob Wilson family in the next post....

 

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details.

 

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:05 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bruce Donnelly, Donnelly sisters in law, Virginia D. Donnelly 
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by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence 



Donnelly....



 



 



Cousin 



Jennifer Leigh Knight Bundy



, left,



 



recently has made available



 



some mid



-



20th Century photographs of the Wilson and Donnelly families of 



Sutherland, North Carolina.



 



 



What follows is her family lineage and



 



snapshots from the 



Bruce



 



and 



Torrence Wilson



 



Donnelly



 



scrapbook held by Jennife



r's 



family.



 



 



 



 



Jennifer's lineage is as follows. She is the daughter of 



Meredith



 



Lewis Knight



 



and 



Jackie Ruth Lewis



 



Farrington



. Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington is the 



daughter of Master Sgt. 



Morris Franklin



 



 



(a Bataan Death March Survivor) and 



Virginia Dare 



Donnelly Lewis



. Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis is the 



daughter of 



Bruce



 



and 



Torrence Wilson Donnelly



. Torrence Wilson Donnelly is the daughter of 



Bob



 



and 



Ellen Wilson



. Bob Wilson is the son of 



Isaac



 



and 



Caroline Greer Wilson



.



 



 



Jennifer, her husband and son, 



and twenty other cousins toured Sutherland, the Wilson Cemetery and the Donnelly Store in June 2012.



  



These Wilson 



photographs augment the numerous family pictures printed in 



Neighbor to Neighbor



 



(2007) available at the Appalachian State University book st



ore.



 



 



Today the original mid



-



19th Century farm of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson is subdivided into several homes and farm steads.



 



 



The topographical maps name 



the road into the cove as the Oscar Wilson Road, leading off State Highway 88 in Ashe County, N



orth Carolina.



 



-



 



GNH



 



 



Isaac



 



(12/16/1822



-



6/17/1864) and 



Caroline Greer Wilson



 



(12/16/1828



-



9/8/1911) had seven children, one being 



Robert 'Bob' Wilson



.



 



 



Caroline had an 8th 



child, Sarah Marilla Wilson Osborne, several years after her husband's murder by 'bus



hwhackers' in June 1864.



 



 



In this article, we trace one branch of the family.



 



 



 



 



Bob Wilson



 



(1/4/1860



-



2/7/1949) married a cousin, 



Sara Ellen Wilson



 



(1866



-



1952).



 



 



One of their children was 



Torrence Wilson



 



who married a neighbor, 



Bruce Donnelly



.



 



 



Bruce's par



ents were 



Gustavous



 



and 



Flora Latham Donnelly 



who lived in Sutherland.



 



 



 



Bob and Ellen Wilson lived at Green Valley.



 



 



Their house and the one Torrence was raised in is still there.



 



 



 



Above taken prior to Bob Wilson's death in 1949, left to right are 



Flora



 



Latham Donnelly



, 



Gustavus



 



Donnelly



, 



Robert Wilson



, the son of Isaac and 



Caroline Greer Wilson, and Robert's wife, 



Ellen Wilson



, mother of Torrence Wilson who married 



Bruce Donnelly



.
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5/10/13   From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly, Part 3....      by Glenn N. Holliman     A Look at   the Lives of the Children of Bob and  Sara Ellen Wilson....       In recent articles, we have been posting photographs from the scrapbook of  Bruce   and  Torrence Wilson Donnelly   courtesy of their great grand daughter,  Jennifer Bundy .     Jennifer's mother,   Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington ,   has provided us short biographies of her great aunts and uncles.       Sara Ellen Wilson   (3/6/1866  –   3/1/1952) left and her siste r,  Rebecca Wilson , married brothers  -   Bob   and  John Wilson , sons of  Isaac   and  Caroline  Greer Wilson . This photo was taken in the early 1950s.  From the   Shirley Sorrell   collection.                           Above   the Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson Wilson   house in Creston, North Carolina where they raised their children. The comments are composed by Jennifer Bundy  from information provided by her mother. Jennifer's great grandparents, Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, eloped from this  house in 1916 and l ived to  celebrate over 50 years of marriage!     Interestingly, three of their sons left North Carolina and moved to the West Coast.          
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[bookmark: 5521217778212968126]From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly, Part 3.... 

 by Glenn N. Holliman

A Look at the Lives of the Children of Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson....

 

In recent articles, we have been posting photographs from the scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly courtesy of their great grand daughter, Jennifer Bundy.  Jennifer's mother, Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, has provided us short biographies of her great aunts and uncles.

 

Sara Ellen Wilson (3/6/1866 – 3/1/1952) left and her sister, Rebecca Wilson, married brothers - Bob and John Wilson, sons of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. This photo was taken in the early 1950s. From the Shirley Sorrell collection.

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--z9Yp51gCdA/UW2wLU7yvkI/AAAAAAAAF6E/CixVG6T8tCs/s320/Ellen+&+Rebecca+Wilson,+sisters+and+m.+Bob+&+John+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-klABQAQDd78/UW2t4Bph_cI/AAAAAAAAF5s/Cwj7k5whJ8U/s400/BobWilsonHome.jpg]

 

Above the Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson Wilson house in Creston, North Carolina where they raised their children. The comments are composed by Jennifer Bundy from information provided by her mother. Jennifer's great grandparents, Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, eloped from this house in 1916 and lived to celebrate over 50 years of marriage!  Interestingly, three of their sons left North Carolina and moved to the West Coast.

 




[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6YpOcCfL7VI/UW380kGK_TI/AAAAAAAAF6c/qQ1npfZT1tI/s320/1955+Ed+Wilson.jpg]

Above "Ed Wilson went west and first worked for a large sheep and/or cattle ranch. Later he bought his own ranch there and ran it successfully. He married twice, but had no children. Mom stayed with Ed and his second wife Hattie a lot as a child in Oregon, and remembers them as wonderful loving people who were very good to her. She learned about Ed’s first marriage many years later. She thinks he met Hattie when he worked on the first ranch, and said Hattie was a cook on that ranch.  The first marriage ended when Ed's wife began running, well, a very risque road house!" 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/--IDkiIYFi64/UW39EdytLzI/AAAAAAAAF6k/dZJe5vQyWOE/s320/1955+Witt+Wilson.jpg]

 

Above "Witt also went west and worked for a while, but he came back to NC and farmed on Bob’s farm.  He and Neva lived at home with Bob and Ellen and farmed and took care of their parents." 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xzqd6660FF4/UW39lprZlRI/AAAAAAAAF6s/qHsnMYCeWSk/s320/1955+Neva+Wilson+Hashe.tif]



Above "Neva lived at home until her parents and Witt had died. She was about 50 when she married a Hash and moved to Tennessee with her husband. After his death, she came back to NC and lived in Jefferson for many years."

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-s4wXx9i8l1A/UW399B7Fa3I/AAAAAAAAF60/AQtbXoJ7a1E/s320/1955+Edna+Wilson+Osborne.jpg]

 

Above "Edna married Charles Osborne and they lived on the Peak Rd. at Creston and farmed."



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PbjY1eaf6YQ/UW3-Kope0pI/AAAAAAAAF68/SKrmuDcfEA4/s320/1955+Oscar+Wilson.jpg]

 

Above "Oscar farmed in the hollow at Sutherland, North Carolina where Isaac and Caroline had lived."
 

﻿

Below "Torrence and Bruce Donnelly farmed at Creston. Bruce also ran a small country store, but Mom thinks he quit the store after his children were all grown. She doesn’t remember the store when it was operating. The one there now was built where the old store was, by their son Joe. I can remember the old store building there when I was growing up, but we weren’t supposed to go inside as it was an old run down building."

 


[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-l6oi2_Jy9Ss/UW3-WFknLUI/AAAAAAAAF7E/dqoAsE_hVxs/s320/1955+Torrence+Wilson+Donnelly.jpg]



 

Below "Lee went west and worked for one of the sheep ranches, near an Indian reservation but Mom doesn’t know which one. His wife and children lived in Creston and he came back periodically to see them but did not work in NC."

 

 


[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uRo7fP8xC_4/UW3-fjHoFTI/AAAAAAAAF7M/0iWb_jceBeE/s320/1955+Lee+Wilson.jpg]



Below, the Bruce and Torrence Donnelly house in Creston in the 1970s.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--U4aAEY4pQw/UW2uBA9yBfI/AAAAAAAAF50/XcKc6acYIpw/s640/BruceDonnellyHouse.jpg]

 

 

Next Post, more Wilson photographs....

 

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details.









 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:56 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bob Wilson, Bruce Donnelly, Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, Jennifer Bundy, Rebecca Wilson, Sara Ellen Wilson, Torrence W. Donnelly, Wilson Children 
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[bookmark: 1406969094676505862]From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 1 

by Glenn N. Holliman

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NEreKXXSWn0/UYTmHU9F-aI/AAAAAAAAF9k/4l6RyYkOf40/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell+with+pictures+of+Caroline+and+Isaac+Wilson+-+Copy.JPG]
Shirley Sorrell, right, is an avid family historian and provided material and photographs for the book Neighbor to Neighbor (2007). Published by Appalachian State University, this tome is built around the memoirs of The Rev. William A. Wilson (1861-1951), tells the story of the Wilson-Greer families of Ash County, North Carolina during and immediately after the Civil War.

Both Mrs. Sorrell and this writer share a common lineage as we are descended from Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) whose portraits Mrs. Sorrell holds in this picture.  As recorded in earlier articles Isaac, an officer in the North Carolina Home Guard was brutally murdered in June 1864 while plowing corn at his farm in Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.

Isaac and Caroline Wilson had seven childen.  In previous posts, another descendant of Isaac and Caroline, Jennifer Bundy, provided photographs and commentary of her lineage through one of the sons, Robert Wilson (1860-1949) .  In this post, Shirley begins sharing from her collection of family pictures, beginning with the family of John Wilson, another son of Isaac and Caroline. Shirley is a great grand daughter of John and Rebecca.

John Wilson (1855-1928)  would marry a cousin, Rebecca Wilson Wilson (1862-1952), daughter of Jacob Wilson (1832-1917) and Eliza Jenkins (1830-1905).  They would spend their lives farming in Sutherland on part of the property left to Caroline and the children after Isaac's death.  

One of the first pictures in Shirley's collection is of John and Rebecca with their children in 1895 although there is some ambiguity about which child is whom. Ultimately the couple would have nine children.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZcVmpaTYruk/UHa9SdTT-3I/AAAAAAAAFAw/kUwXA39y7LM/s640/1895+John+&+Rebecca+Wilson+and+children.jpg]

A few years later in a less preserved photograph, one can see a sixth child has been born,  a daughter named Cal. 



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ZekweVnjboI/UYTsTbkN2aI/AAAAAAAAF90/LGkOVIq952E/s640/1900+ca+John+&+Rebecca+Wilson+family+-+Copy.jpg]


Next more pictures and stories of this family in Western North Carolina in the early 20th Century.....
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From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly, Part 3.... 



 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



A Look at



 



the Lives of the Children of Bob and 



Sara Ellen Wilson....



 



 



 



In recent articles, we have been posting photographs from the scrapbook of 



Bruce



 



and 



Torrence Wilson Donnelly



 



courtesy of their great grand daughter, 



Jennifer Bundy



.



 



 



Jennifer's mother,



 



Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington



,



 



has provided us short biographies of her great aunts and uncles.



 



 



 



Sara Ellen Wilson



 



(3/6/1866 



–



 



3/1/1952) left and her siste



r, 



Rebecca Wilson



, married brothers 



-



 



Bob



 



and 



John Wilson



, sons of 



Isaac



 



and 



Caroline 



Greer Wilson



. This photo was taken in the early 1950s. 



From the



 



Shirley Sorrell



 



collection.



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Above



 



the Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson Wilson



 



house in Creston, North Carolina where they raised their children. The comments are composed by Jennifer Bundy 



from information provided by her mother. Jennifer's great grandparents, Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, eloped from this 



house in 1916 and l



ived to 



celebrate over 50 years of marriage!



 



 



Interestingly, three of their sons left North Carolina and moved to the West Coast.
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6/6/13   From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     We continue sharing photographs from Shirley Sorrell's collection of the family of John and Rebecca Wilson of Ashe County, No rth Carolina.     John and Rebecca  are Shirley's great  grandparents.     Below, ca 1900 Shirley Sorrell's great grandmother,  Rebecca Wilson ,   modeled a more - than - modest hat.     Even though she lived isolated in the mountains  adjacent to the Tennessee line in Sutherland, North Carolina, she stayed in fashion!       Belo w Rebecca, again ca 1900, multi - tasks, holding a child, riding a horse and   mounts on her head another fashionable chapeau.     Note the young colt beside her.  
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by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue sharing photographs from Shirley Sorrell's collection of the family of John and Rebecca Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.  John and Rebecca are Shirley's great grandparents.

Below, ca 1900 Shirley Sorrell's great grandmother, Rebecca Wilson, modeled a more-than-modest hat.  Even though she lived isolated in the mountains adjacent to the Tennessee line in Sutherland, North Carolina, she stayed in fashion!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QICk28IBGYU/UHa97RN0TXI/AAAAAAAAFBA/ubUh7tryWDE/s400/1900+ca+Sutherland,+NC+Rebecca+Wilson,+wife+of+John+Wilson.jpg]


Below Rebecca, again ca 1900, multi-tasks, holding a child, riding a horse and mounts on her head another fashionable chapeau.  Note the young colt beside her.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Mcq8F05ARQ0/UHa-E2BAgxI/AAAAAAAAFBI/02kaN05YAQQ/s400/1900+ca+Sutherland,+NC+Rebecca+Wilson+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vwtwF_eoOPM/UHa-MshnwGI/AAAAAAAAFBQ/MksFlMy-cNg/s400/1905+Back+l+to+r+Mayme,+Margaret,+ft.+Cal,+Minnie+&+Ruth+Wilson,+children+of+John+&+Rebecca.jpg]

Above, in 1900 ca, this formal photograph of the Wilson girls, all dressed in white, was taken.  Back left to right are Margaret and Mayme. Front are Callie, Ruth and Minnie  Wilson, children of John and Rebecca Wilson.

 

 Below, Rebecca's sister-in-law Frances Caroline Wilson Osborne (this writer's great grandmother) recorded in her diary in March 1919 - "Charles Osborn (to Shirley Sorrell he was always Uncl Chall) and wife Minie ate diner hear on ther way to oragan.”  

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FSHqJc70DWA/UY4Y8YfTStI/AAAAAAAAGHQ/ZIH9qPa6CJA/s400/1900+ca++Frankie+Osborne,+Damascus,+Va+perhaps.jpg]


Frankie (1852-1940), poorly educated in Ashe County before and during the Civil War, wrote as she spoke. Evidently Charles, a great-nephew of Frankie's husband, G.W. Osborne, and Minnie (the girl on the front row to the right of the baby pictured above), were moving to Oregon as had other Wilson and Osborne relatives in the 1910s and 1920s. Frankie lived in Bristol, Tennessee from 1917-1940, and two of her sons also migrated west in the 1920s. Photo from the collection of the writer.

Next Post, more of this family that farmed in the midst of the Appalachian Mountains in the late 19th and early 20th Century.

6/24/13

[bookmark: 146002189072105441]A Watauga County Resource 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Looking for Resources to Learn more about our Watauga County, North Carolina Ancestors?  Surprise - the local library!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WdjWIcafu3w/Uchsr5KVX6I/AAAAAAAAGL4/LKgqMdZ2pmc/s200/2013+6+Boone,+NC+Watauga+Library+sign.JPG]

In recent articles, we have been posting photographs and information on our Wilson ancestors from the highlands of Western North Carolina.  Shirley Sorrell, Jennifer Bundy and other cousins have been providing biography on the Wilson descendants. As noted in earlier blogs, numerous members of the Wilson, Osborne, Forrester and other families seem to have left Ashe and Watauga Counties for the far western United States in the first half of the 20th Century.

Below, Mr. Ross Cooper, research librarian at the Watauga County public library in downtown Boone, North Carolina, confirmed my thesis that many children of mountain families had to move in order to support themselves.  The bottom land had been taken by the first pioneers in the late 1700s and by the early 1900s, even the steep hill sides had been claimed by generations of offspring.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-EYr-Cq4yj-o/UciAaQBS3OI/AAAAAAAAGMk/wOASbvhdWjk/s320/2013+6+Boone,+NC+Ross+Cooper4.JPG]


So if one did not inherit land or participate in the booming logging industry of the middle 1910s, then young families often made the decision to leave the highlands and move to more economically promising areas. (See the previous blog.)  Mr. Cooper shared the following article and advertisement from 1914 with me from his own blog concerning Watauga County history.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-pEhsbV1Bweg/UchvL7fU-2I/AAAAAAAAGMI/nLFqHoO3Jzs/s400/1914+Boone,+NC+RR+ad.jpg]



[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zdzAPgVuxkM/UchvuWTCznI/AAAAAAAAGMQ/A6dZ79cxYDs/s640/1914+Boone,+NC+Watauga+Democrat.jpg]

Want to study more on the histories of our families and their friends?  The Watauga County Library has an excellent local history section and a very knowledgeable research librarian. Also, one can follow Mr. Cooper's blog at http://alookbackatwatauga.wordpress.com .  Ross has over 200 followers of his post which looks back from time to time at yesterday via back issues of the Watauga Democrat in Boone.  One will find also valuable links to other blog sites on local and family history including, well, this one!

Next Post - More from Shirley Sorrell's family album....
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March 19, 1914

An advertisement * on the front page of this week’s Watauga Democrat boldly urges, “come up into
the Northern Pacific Country — This northern tier of states offers a healthful and invigorating climate;
the best crop records in all respects, the best opportunities in the west. Another season of low fares is
in hand. Low One Way Colonial Tickets on sale, daily. March 15 to April 15 to many points in
Western Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. If you are interested in this Land of Fortune
address any Northern Pacific representative — state what locality you are Interested in — and literature
will be promptly sent.” The contact person listed in the advertisement was “S.M. McEwan T.L.A.. St
Lawrence Motel, Bristol, Tenn.
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From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 2 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



We continue sharing photographs from Shirley Sorrell's collection of the family of John and Rebecca Wilson of Ashe County, No



rth Carolina.



 



 



John and Rebecca 



are Shirley's great 



grandparents.



 



 



Below, ca 1900 Shirley Sorrell's great grandmother, 



Rebecca Wilson



,



 



modeled a more



-



than



-



modest hat.



 



 



Even though she lived isolated in the mountains 



adjacent to the Tennessee line in Sutherland, North Carolina, she stayed in fashion!



 



 



 



Belo



w Rebecca, again ca 1900, multi



-



tasks, holding a child, riding a horse and



 



mounts on her head another fashionable chapeau.



 



 



Note the young colt beside her.
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7/9/13   From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 3    by Glenn N. Holliman     While most of the following photographs in this series are from Shirley Sorrell, she also has been gathering information and  pictures from other cousins  including, but not restricted to,   Jennifer Bundy, Clinton Getziner, Bennie Wilson and William Ignelzi.     My apologies if I have left out names of contributors.      We  are attempting to create an accurate and as complete record as possible of this extended family who have occupied a particula r place and time in American  social and cultural history.     To this end , I post articles and photographs at this location and at Ancestry.com.     Errors are mine alone. Your corrections and  additions always welcome and encouraged. GNH       In this post, we present more photographs from the family of   John   (1855 - 1928)   and  Rebecca Wi lson   (1862 - 1954) who raised   ten children to adulthood   in their  isolated farm cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.   John's father, Isaac Wilson, settled the   high mountain land prior to the Civil War, and died by bushwhackers  while plowing his corn in June 186 4.         After Isaac's death, the land was divided amongst his widow, Caroline Greer Wilson, and the seven children.     John and Rebecca remained on their portion of the  land for the rest of their lives.     John and Rebecca would have 14 children, a not terribly  unusual number in Ashe County in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, but a family size becoming  increasing rare for the United States as a whole.     Urban families and mechanized farm families did not need so many children to help with the family agricultural   enterprise.     To this day, the   uplands of Ashe County, except for bottom lands,   remain generally unsuited for   large   farming equipment.     Four children  Nora  (1881 - 1887),  Edgar   (1883 - 1885),  Boyd   (1885)   and  Nancy   (1912)   died in infancy or early childhood.      Ten made it to adulthood and lived long  lives.         Below front row left to right is John holding  Preston (1900 - 1989) , his wife Rebecca, holding  Ruth  (Hurt, 1903 - 1999).  Far right is  Conley   (1882 - 1957).         Back r ow with her hand on her father is  Mayme   (Donnelly, Shirley Sorrell's grandmother) (1892 - 1975),  William Don   (1890 - 1975),  Bessie  (Wilson, 1887 - 1976),  Maggie   (Duncan, 1894  - 1992),  Minnie     (Osborne, 1896 - 1987) and  Callie Frances   (Wilson, 1898 - 1999).   Robert Ea rl Wilson   is not present, being  born in 1906, died in 1987.         A few years later in their finest white dresses, the girls gathered around their mother,  Rebecca, for a formal photograph. Front row left to right would be Callie, Rebecca,  Ruth and Minnie. Ba ck row are Mayme, Margaret (Maggie) and Bessie.      
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by Glenn N. Holliman

While most of the following photographs in this series are from Shirley Sorrell, she also has been gathering information and pictures from other cousins including, but not restricted to, Jennifer Bundy, Clinton Getziner, Bennie Wilson and William Ignelzi.  My apologies if I have left out names of contributors.   We are attempting to create an accurate and as complete record as possible of this extended family who have occupied a particular place and time in American social and cultural history.  To this end, I post articles and photographs at this location and at Ancestry.com.  Errors are mine alone. Your corrections and additions always welcome and encouraged. GNH 

In this post, we present more photographs from the family of John (1855-1928) and Rebecca Wilson (1862-1954) who raised ten children to adulthood in their isolated farm cove in Sutherland, North Carolina. John's father, Isaac Wilson, settled the high mountain land prior to the Civil War, and died by bushwhackers while plowing his corn in June 1864.  

After Isaac's death, the land was divided amongst his widow, Caroline Greer Wilson, and the seven children.  John and Rebecca remained on their portion of the land for the rest of their lives.

John and Rebecca would have 14 children, a not terribly unusual number in Ashe County in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, but a family size becoming increasing rare for the United States as a whole.  Urban families and mechanized farm families did not need so many children to help with the family agricultural enterprise.  To this day, the uplands of Ashe County, except for bottom lands, remain generally unsuited for large farming equipment.

Four children Nora (1881-1887), Edgar (1883-1885), Boyd (1885) and Nancy (1912) died in infancy or early childhood.   Ten made it to adulthood and lived long lives. 

 Below front row left to right is John holding Preston (1900-1989), his wife Rebecca, holding Ruth (Hurt, 1903-1999).  Far right is Conley (1882-1957). 

 Back row with her hand on her father is Mayme (Donnelly, Shirley Sorrell's grandmother) (1892-1975), William Don (1890-1975), Bessie (Wilson, 1887-1976), Maggie (Duncan, 1894 -1992), Minnie  (Osborne, 1896-1987) and Callie Frances (Wilson, 1898-1999).  Robert Earl Wilson is not present, being born in 1906, died in 1987.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-INJsk9bXl0A/UHa-sOkm0LI/AAAAAAAAFBg/0GazVvL6FTw/s640/1905+Rebecca+Wilson+family,+Robert+missing.jpg]

 

A few years later in their finest white dresses, the girls gathered around their mother, Rebecca, for a formal photograph. Front row left to right would be Callie, Rebecca, Ruth and Minnie. Back row are Mayme, Margaret (Maggie) and Bessie.

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--cqaQo9_3I0/UHa-56W9zvI/AAAAAAAAFBo/mqOfJC7XlJw/s640/1910+ca+John+and+Rebecca+Wilson's+daughters.jpg]

 

From 1881 until 1912, a period of 31 years from ages 18 to 49, Rebecca Wilson Wilson gave birth to 14 children of whom only 10 lived to adulthood.  Despite the many pregnancies and the labor of the farm, Rebecca lived to be 92 years old!  

 

If a child of John and Rebecca's made it to adulthood, they lived a long life.  The four sons averaged 82.5 years at death.  The daughters averaged a staggering 93 years at passing!

 

Below Rebecca in later years.

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UkCD1fM0wgQ/UdvpAt4Xw4I/AAAAAAAAGQc/ZFnhEFY80QY/s320/Rebecca+Ann+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

Next Posting, more on this family from the North Fork of the New River in the beautiful but isolated mountains of northwestern North Carolina....

 

7/29/13

[bookmark: 20513264003372090]The 2013 Wilson-Greer Reunion 



by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....



Every third Sunday in July the Sutherland, North Carolina United Methodist Church holds a homecoming with preaching and lunch on the grounds.  Generally this draws a number of descendants of the pioneers who settled the picturesque North Fork of the New River Valley in the late 1700s and early 1800s.  Below the church service on 21 July 2013 with guest preacher, Bennie Wilson, left, a third cousin of this writer.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-SKBehlVJj-E/UfZ_4mUfn_I/AAAAAAAAGU4/FJwQUkKvWpY/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+Methodiist+Chruch+Service.JPG]

 

The Sutherland United Methodist Church was founded in the middle 1850s as a result of revival camp meetings held along the North Fork.  Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilsons evidently were charter members of this congregation.  One of their sons, William Albert Wilson, became a Methodist minister, once a pastor of the church, before spending 40 years as a Christian missionary to Japan.  

This writer's great grandfather, George Washington Osborne, was ordained a lay minister at the church in the 1870s and preached in the church and to other Methodist congregations in the North Carolina highlands between the 1870s and 1896, before moving to Tennessee. Below the Sutherland United Methodist Church today, the latest physical incarnation, resting on a hill above the North Fork of the New River.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WvbDdiypzn8/UfaANjoSbMI/AAAAAAAAGVA/jw1RxgqQrEQ/s400/2009+7+Sutherland+Methodist+Church.jpg]

This past July, my son, Christopher S. Holliman and grand daughter, Camille, and I took a few days to drive to Watauga and Ashe Counties from our Virginia and Pennsylvania homes.  For my offspring it was a first time look at the mountain landscapes, cemeteries and traditional cultures of where our ancestors rest.  Below is the magnificent view from the front door of the former home of Earl and Mayme Wilson, grandparents of the current owner, Shirley Sorrell.  The peaks surrounding Sutherland and Creston, NC near Trade, Tennessee soar as high as 5,500 plus feet, some the tallest mountains in the eastern United States!

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-A0VKE8HQ6lc/UfaA0KbVUbI/AAAAAAAAGVI/UG3MP0J6Yfc/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+Shirley's+house.JPG]

After dinner on the grounds at the Sutherland Methodist Church, a number of Wilson genealogists gathered at Shirley's home and made plans to form a core group of cousins who will continue to share and save our ancestral highland heritage.

Gathering below on Shirley's front porch are left to right: Glenn N. Holliman of Pennsylvania, Jackie Lewis Farrington of Virginia, Shirley Sorrell of North Carolina, Clinton Getziner of Virginia, Len Wilson of North Carolina, Dale Wilson of Kansas and Peggy Sue Huber of Pennsylvania. Len is holding the Civil War sword of our common great, great or 3 great grandfather Isaac Wilson (1822-1864).

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-LUxbhjNO1sI/UfaBW3DKZHI/AAAAAAAAGVU/sfpQHWrwXVI/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland%252C+NC+Glenn+Holliman%252C+Jackie+Farrington%252C+Shirley+Sorrell%252C+Clinton+Getzinger%252C+Lem+Wilson%252C+Dale+Mitchell%252C+Peggy+Sue+Huber.JPG]

 

Next posting in this location further pictures and lineages of these persons, plus our plans to invite our many cousins to share in a new dedicated web site for the Wilson-Greer and associated families....

For additional information, contact glennhistory@gmail.com .



 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 12:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bennie Wilson, Caroline Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Clinton Getzinger, Dale Wilson, Earl Donnelly, G.W. Osborne, Jackie L. Farrington, Len Wilson, Mayme Donnelly, Peggy S. Huber, Shirley Sorrell, William A. Wil
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From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 3 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



While most of the following photographs in this series are from Shirley Sorrell, she also has been gathering information and 



pictures from other cousins 



including, but not restricted to,



 



Jennifer Bundy, Clinton Getziner, Bennie Wilson and William Ignelzi.



 



 



My apologies if I have left out names of contributors. 



 



 



We 



are attempting to create an accurate and as complete record as possible of this extended family who have occupied a particula



r place and time in American 



social and cultural history.



 



 



To this end



, I post articles and photographs at this location and at Ancestry.com.



 



 



Errors are mine alone. Your corrections and 



additions always welcome and encouraged. GNH



 



 



 



In this post, we present more photographs from the family of



 



John



 



(1855



-



1928)



 



and 



Rebecca Wi



lson



 



(1862



-



1954) who raised



 



ten children to adulthood



 



in their 



isolated farm cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.



 



John's father, Isaac Wilson, settled the



 



high mountain land prior to the Civil War, and died by bushwhackers 



while plowing his corn in June 186



4.



 



 



 



 



After Isaac's death, the land was divided amongst his widow, Caroline Greer Wilson, and the seven children.



 



 



John and Rebecca remained on their portion of the 



land for the rest of their lives.



 



 



John and Rebecca would have 14 children, a not terribly 



unusual number in Ashe County in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, but a family size becoming 



increasing rare for the United States as a whole.



 



 



Urban families and mechanized farm families did not need so many children to help with the family agricultural



 



enterprise.



 



 



To this day, the



 



uplands of Ashe County, except for bottom lands,



 



remain generally unsuited for



 



large



 



farming equipment.



 



 



Four children 



Nora 



(1881



-



1887), 



Edgar



 



(1883



-



1885), 



Boyd



 



(1885)



 



and 



Nancy



 



(1912)



 



died in infancy or early childhood.



  



 



Ten made it to adulthood and lived long 



lives.



 



 



 



 



Below front row left to right is John holding 



Preston (1900



-



1989)



, his wife Rebecca, holding 



Ruth 



(Hurt, 1903



-



1999).  Far right is 



Conley



 



(1882



-



1957).



 



 



 



 



Back r



ow with her hand on her father is 



Mayme



 



(Donnelly, Shirley Sorrell's grandmother) (1892



-



1975), 



William Don



 



(1890



-



1975), 



Bessie 



(Wilson, 1887



-



1976), 



Maggie



 



(Duncan, 1894 



-



1992), 



Minnie



 



 



(Osborne, 1896



-



1987) and 



Callie Frances



 



(Wilson, 1898



-



1999).  



Robert Ea



rl Wilson



 



is not present, being 



born in 1906, died in 1987.



 



 



 



 



A few years later in their finest white dresses, the girls gathered around their mother, 



Rebecca, for a formal photograph. Front row left to right would be Callie, Rebecca, 



Ruth and Minnie. Ba



ck row are Mayme, Margaret (Maggie) and Bessie.
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8/17/13   The 2013 Wilson - Greer Reunion, Part 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme  Wilson Donnelly....     This is the second of several posts on the Wilson ancestors that gathered in  July 2013 deep in the mountains of Ashe County, North Carolina.     Below,  two cousins reuniting are  Peggy Sue Huber , left,   and  Shirley Sorrell .     In this post, a word or two  concerning Peggy Sue's lineage.       Peggy Sue's mother   is  Mary Wilson Barlow , b. 1923, who   is   a daughter of  Oscar   (1889 - 1985)   and   Olive Kilby Wilson  (1904 - 1976).     Oscar , for whom the  road to the original   Isaac   (1822 - 1864) and  Caroline Greer Wilson   (1828 - 191 1) farm is named,   is   a son of  Robert Boyd   (1860 - 1949)   and  Ellen Wilson  Wilson   (1866 - 1952).     Robert (Bob)   is one of the son's of Isaac and Caroline.     Peggy Sue now makes her home in Pennsylvania.   Below, a 1955 photograph of Oscar Wilson, Peggy Sue's grandfa ther.      
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by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....

This is the second of several posts on the Wilson ancestors that gathered in July 2013 deep in the mountains of Ashe County, North Carolina.  Below, two cousins reuniting are Peggy Sue Huber, left, and Shirley Sorrell.  In this post, a word or two concerning Peggy Sue's lineage.
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Peggy Sue's mother is Mary Wilson Barlow, b. 1923, who is a daughter of Oscar (1889-1985) and Olive Kilby Wilson (1904-1976).  Oscar, for whom the road to the original Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) farm is named, is a son of Robert Boyd (1860-1949) and Ellen Wilson Wilson (1866-1952).  Robert (Bob) is one of the son's of Isaac and Caroline.  Peggy Sue now makes her home in Pennsylvania.

Below, a 1955 photograph of Oscar Wilson, Peggy Sue's grandfather.
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From the Diary of Frances Wilson Osborne, who lived in 1928 in Bristol, Tennessee, we have this entry.  'Frankie' is this writer's great grandmother. 
“May 6 1928…Went to Damascus, stayd a Week…Went to NC to Mrs. J W Wilsons at Sutherland the 12th.  I wast church for mother day the 13…nice day…ate diner with Oscar Wilson.”

Frankie noted in her Diary that the bus from Bristol to Damascus cost $1.25 and from Damascus, Virginia to Trade, Tennessee 75 cents.  From Trade to Sutherland, North Carolina, another 50 cents. One wonders when bus service began and what company provided the transportation?  When Frankie and her family migrated from Cove Creek, NC in 1897 to Tennessee, they traveled by horse and wagon, there being no train service.  Several decades later, Frankie was able to return regularly by motorized vehicle to these less isolated mountain valleys along the North Fork of the New River.  

Jackie Farrington, a grand daughter of Torrence Wilson, remembers traveling alone by bus from Virginia as a child in the early 1950s, changing buses in Jefferson for Sutherland!  Unfortunately, no  commercial bus service is available today for the area.

Below is a picture of Oscar's mother, Ellen and his Aunt Rebecca Wilson Wilson taken at a different time.  Rebecca was married to Bob's brother, John Wilson.  Judging from Frankie's Diary, Becky Wilson was a good friend of hers.
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Below the graves of Peggy Sue's grandparents, Oscar and Olive who lie in the Wilson Cemetery adjacent to their former home.
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Next posting, more photos with lineages of the 2013 Wilson Reunion in Ashe County ....
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by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....

We continue our stories and photographs of cousins and ancestors, inspired by the July 2013 Wilson reunion at Shirley Sorrell's home in Sutherland, North Carolina along the North Fork of the New River. Our Wilson-Greer-Osborne-Donnelly-Forrester and other associated families lived (and many still do) in some of the most beautiful, tallest and isolated mountains in the eastern United States.  Our thanks to Dale Wilson for sharing his story.
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Left is Dale Wilson and right, Shirley Sorrell at Shirley's family home in North Carolina, July 2013.  Dale is a great, great, great grandson of Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911).  His great, great grandparents are John and Rebecca Wilson Wilson. 



Thomas Conly Wilson (1882-1957) and Verda Barlow (1880-1969) are his great, grandparents.  Dale, now a resident of Kansas, is a grandson of Conley Argus Wilson (10/3/1909 -1/3/1994) and Grace Elizabeth Donnelly Wilson (11/26/1916 - 1/14/1998).  One of their daughters, Betty Jo Wilson Hodges, is Dale's mother.



 

 

 

Below is a group photograph with identifications of Dale's Donnelly side of the family. Dale took the name Wilson after his Mother's separation from her first husband. Typed comments on this and other photographs by Dale Wilson.
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  Below, Argus Wilson, one of Dale's grandfathers.
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Dale lived the first twelve years of his life in Sutherland, Ashe County, later attending Appalachian State College.  Recently, he reflected on that time and his North Fork upbringing with the following short fascinating memoir which captures the culture of that time.  

For those familiar with the story of the 1864 bushwhacking of Isaac Wilson (this writer's great, great grandfather), Dale's memories suggest animosities and feuds continued for generations.

"Life in rural Sutherland, North Carolina in the early 50’s was the essence of bucolic America.  We were mostly ignored by county, state and federal government, thank God!  So long as taxes were paid we were free to subsist as best we could, hunt for small game, plant tobacco and continue to marry our cousins when it seemed a good fit. After all, being landlocked both culturally and geographically had its advantages, but I digress.

At the age of  7 I began my formal education at Mabel Elementary School in Zionville, NC.  What is striking to me is that I traveled by bus thru three counties and two states to arrive at Mrs. Mast’s first grade class.  There we learned organization, respect for our teachers and how to read the King’s English thru snippets of the daily lives of Dick and Jane with a healthy dose of Spot.  

Each day commenced with a school bus ride under the tutelage of one Willy Laing, who was charged with bringing us safely from our homes to school and back again.   Willy began the pick-ups in the heart of Potter Town (Meat Camp) where decent men did not tread nor tarry due to the general lawlessness of the area.  Here people simply settled their grievances with a gun, with no remorse for the outcome and little sympathy for the loser.  

 So well I remember sitting on the bus between two children, one whose father had slain the other child’s father  in a contest over some squabble probably to do with a rhetorical insult or less.   Mountain men did not insult each other...did not wrong each other in a cavalier way without suffering certain consequences.  

The Potters, the Ellison’s, the Snyder’s, the Shelton’s...names of children I remember well and especially the eyes they cast when their kin were killed by the relatives of the student they shared a bus seat with.  Today we would find this “insensitive” at best.. in those days it was simply reality." - Dale Wilson

Below, Thomas Conley Wilson, one of Dale's great grandfathers.
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Next posting more on the July 2013 Wilson Reunion along the North Fork of the New River in the lush, green mountains of Ashe County, North Carolina....
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9/19/13   Ancestors from East Tennessee, Part 1    The Stansberys and McCrays of Tennessee   by Glenn N. Holliman     For the past year or so, I have been writing about my mother's maternal ancestors  -   the Wilsons, Greers, Osbornes, Wilcoxsons, Browns, Boones   and  others who  lived in the highlands of Western North Carolina.     While I will continue to highlight the lives of these relatives, I wanted to share more information on the other  side of the mountain  -   that is my mother's paternal ancestors in upper East Tenne ssee  -   the Stansberys, McCrays, Broyles, Taylors, Bayless and others.     As with my North Carolina and Southwest Virginia ancestors, so too did my Tennessee 5th, 4th, and 3rd great grandparents arri ve during the contact period  with the Cherokee nation. Unlik e my North Carolina ancestors, the frontier Tennessee families also had to contend, not only with the Cherokee tribes but  also   with the mighty Creek nation that also took violent   exception   to the Americans encroaching on their ancestral lands.         I pick up   the East Tennessee story with another tragic family tale. GNH       My mother,   Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick,   told me as a child of   the   frightful story of her paternal grandmother,  Anna McCray  Stansbery   (1864 - 1936), who warmed herself one cold January morning by her open fireplace in Afton, Tennessee.    Her dressing gown caught fire, and before her  husband,  William Luther Stansbery   (1864 - 1943), could snuff out the flames, Anna ran into the yard and died o f burns.  
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The Stansberys and McCrays of Tennessee
by Glenn N. Holliman

For the past year or so, I have been writing about my mother's maternal ancestors - the Wilsons, Greers, Osbornes, Wilcoxsons, Browns, Boones and others who lived in the highlands of Western North Carolina.  While I will continue to highlight the lives of these relatives, I wanted to share more information on the other side of the mountain - that is my mother's paternal ancestors in upper East Tennessee - the Stansberys, McCrays, Broyles, Taylors, Bayless and others.

As with my North Carolina and Southwest Virginia ancestors, so too did my Tennessee 5th, 4th, and 3rd great grandparents arrive during the contact period with the Cherokee nation. Unlike my North Carolina ancestors, the frontier Tennessee families also had to contend, not only with the Cherokee tribes but also with the mighty Creek nation that also took violent exception to the Americans encroaching on their ancestral lands.  

I pick up the East Tennessee story with another tragic family tale. GNH


My mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, told me as a child of the frightful story of her paternal grandmother, Anna McCray Stansbery (1864-1936), who warmed herself one cold January morning by her open fireplace in Afton, Tennessee.  Her dressing gown caught fire, and before her husband, William Luther Stansbery (1864-1943), could snuff out the flames, Anna ran into the yard and died of burns.
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The above clipping is from the Greeneville Sun.  Note Rudyard Kipling, the famous English novelist and poet, was seriously ill.  He would die that month, the same day as King George V in January 1936.
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Above, the monument at Shiloh Cemetery, Tusculum, where William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery are resting.  Near them are other family members of the Stansbery family.

My mother, a grand daughter of Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), does not remember much else about these grandparents and their Afton, Tennessee home except for an attic filled with books.  It was 'scary' in the dark attic to a child, and unfortunately Annie's personality was not especially comforting.  Perhaps from her seven children, she had had more grandchildren than she could remember or wanted to remember! They had married January 1, 1884 in Washington County, Tennessee (source, Tennessee archives).
 
As I have written in earlier posts, one of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery's sons was my grandfather, Charles Skelton Stansbery (1893-1957).[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ydXjFx5m1-o/Ujsyrawl-eI/AAAAAAAAGgo/z47gsWxMGaw/s320/1920s+Bristol,+TN+Charles+Stansbery,+Sr.+'20's.jpg]



Left is a 1920s photo of Charles who in 1914 married my grandmother, Mayme Osborne (1896-1943), a daughter of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne. Raised on a farm near Greeneville, Tennessee, he moved his growing family in 1919 to Bristol, Tennessee.  There he entered the new 'high tech' business of his day - the supervisor of the Ford Motor Company maintenance department in that twin city! He and Mayme had three children - Louise Francis Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006), Charles S. Stansbery (1918-2006) and my mother, Geraldine, b 1923.
 
Stricken with paralysis in 1930 due to tainted 'Jamaican Ginger', his marriage disintegrated and he returned to Afton, Tennessee to farm and local employment.  He later married Lucy Lee Barkley (1912-1978) and had two children who lived to maturity - Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem and Jean Stansbery (1944-1999).
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Above, two half sisters, Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem left, and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, right in Greeneville, Tennessee in 2009. Both are daughters of Charles S. Stansbery and grand daughters of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery.

Later more on the Stansbery and McCray families of East Tennessee....
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For the past year or so, I have been writing about my mother's maternal ancestors - the Wilsons, Greers, Osbornes, Wilcoxsons, Browns, Boones and others who lived in the highlands of Western North Carolina.  While I will continue to highlight the lives of these relatives, I wanted to share more information on the other side of the mountain - that is my mother's paternal ancestors in upper East Tennessee - the Stansberys, McCrays, Broyles, Taylors, Bayless and others.

As with my North Carolina and Southwest Virginia ancestors, so too did my Tennessee 5th, 4th, and 3rd great grandparents arrive during the contact period with the Cherokee nation. Unlike my North Carolina ancestors, the frontier Tennessee families also had to contend, not only with the Cherokee tribes but also with the mighty Creek nation that also took violent exception to the Americans encroaching on their ancestral lands.  

I pick up the East Tennessee story with another tragic family tale. GNH


My mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, told me as a child of the frightful story of her paternal grandmother, Anna McCray Stansbery (1864-1936), who warmed herself one cold January morning by her open fireplace in Afton, Tennessee.  Her dressing gown caught fire, and before her husband, William Luther Stansbery (1864-1943), could snuff out the flames, Anna ran into the yard and died of burns.
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The above clipping is from the Greeneville Sun.  Note Rudyard Kipling, the famous English novelist and poet, was seriously ill.  He would die that month, the same day as King George V in January 1936.
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Above, the monument at Shiloh Cemetery, Tusculum, where William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery are resting.  Near them are other family members of the Stansbery family.

My mother, a grand daughter of Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), does not remember much else about these grandparents and their Afton, Tennessee home except for an attic filled with books.  It was 'scary' in the dark attic to a child, and unfortunately Annie's personality was not especially comforting.  Perhaps from her seven children, she had had more grandchildren than she could remember or wanted to remember! They had married January 1, 1884 in Washington County, Tennessee (source, Tennessee archives).
 
As I have written in earlier posts, one of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery's sons was my grandfather, Charles Skelton Stansbery (1893-1957).[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ydXjFx5m1-o/Ujsyrawl-eI/AAAAAAAAGgo/z47gsWxMGaw/s320/1920s+Bristol,+TN+Charles+Stansbery,+Sr.+'20's.jpg]



Left is a 1920s photo of Charles who in 1914 married my grandmother, Mayme Osborne (1896-1943), a daughter of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne. Raised on a farm near Greeneville, Tennessee, he moved his growing family in 1919 to Bristol, Tennessee.  There he entered the new 'high tech' business of his day - the supervisor of the Ford Motor Company maintenance department in that twin city! He and Mayme had three children - Louise Francis Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006), Charles S. Stansbery (1918-2006) and my mother, Geraldine, b 1923.
 
Stricken with paralysis in 1930 due to tainted 'Jamaican Ginger', his marriage disintegrated and he returned to Afton, Tennessee to farm and local employment.  He later married Lucy Lee Barkley (1912-1978) and had two children who lived to maturity - Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem and Jean Stansbery (1944-1999).
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Above, two half sisters, Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem left, and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, right in Greeneville, Tennessee in 2009. Both are daughters of Charles S. Stansbery and grand daughters of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery.

Later more on the Stansbery and McCray families of East Tennessee....
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A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....Part IV



We continue our stories and photographs of cousins and ancestors, inspired by the July 2013 Wilson reunion at Shirley Sorrell's home in Sutherland, North Carolina. Our Forrester-Wilson-Greer-Osborne-Donnelly-Adams and other associated families lived (and many still do) in the lush valleys and highlands of beautiful Western North Carolina.
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Right are two cousins who knew each other as children, over 50 years ago - Dale Wilson, whom we read about in the last post, and Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, at Shirley's family home in North Carolina, July 2013.  



Jackie, who lives in southwest Virginia, is the daughter of Virginia Donnelly, who was the daughter of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, a daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson Wilson.  Bob was a son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson.  Jackie's daughter is Jennifer Bundy, a serious Wilson/Greer/Donnelly family historian, who attended with her husband and son the 2012 Wilson-Greer site and seminar celebration.

Torrence  (12/18/1899 - 8/10/1986)  and Bruce Charles Donnelly (11/26/1893 - 11/1/1989) farmed at Creston, a few miles from Sutherland.  Bruce also ran a small country store. Later one of their son's, Joe Donnelly, ran the store until his death a few years ago.  Joe's son, Larry Donnelly with his mother, runs the store and garage, which is located at the entrance to Oscar Wilson Road, the site of the original Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson farm.
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 Photograph and above comments courtesy of Dale Wilson.

 Below in the spring of 1948, Jackie Lewis Farmington with her parents  Morris Franklin Lewis (7/13/1917 -10/20/2003) and  Virginia Dare Donnelly (7/2/1921 - 2/26/2008).  
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The marriage was ill-fated due to Morris's horrendous World War II service.  He fought in the Battle of Bataan and survived the infamous Death March and years of Japanese captivity.  For the rest of his life, he suffered from what today would be called post traumatic stress syndrome, and now lies in Arlington Cemetery, a hero who suffered mightily for his country.

 

Virginia married again.  First to Burl Ray Winebarger (7/3/1915 - 7/5/1969, then James Louis Johnson (1/1/1929 - 1/26/1975) and twice married Willard Glenn Lewis (10/2/1916 -10/10/2004).

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-WN4u5zOnIDM/UkFu4pGQoDI/AAAAAAAAGjQ/t4rfiOJdp_U/s200/1930+ca+Grannie+Frankie.jpg]
In May 1928, Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), the great grandmother of this writer, wrote in her diary of an extended trip from her home in Bristol, Tennessee to visit her siblings and in-laws in Ashe County, North Carolina, ancestors of Jackie Farrington and other cousins who attended the 2013 reunion.

A reading of this diary reveals a rich kinship and friendship among the children and grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  The spelling and grammar is that of Frankie's, reflecting the modest education she received prior to and during the Civil War.  Comments are by Clinton Getzinger (CWG), whose knowledge of the Wilson-Forrester families is encyclopedic!  

May 19 – “may the 19 saturday…Went to Bob Wilsons at sutherland.”  These are Jackie Farrington's great grandparents.

May 25 – “Friday 25…Went to Walter Osborne, spent 2 night…Sunday 27, came  back to Bobs Wednsday 30…come to Earl Donnelly Sunday 3…left Earl Donnely ...come to church the…went up to Becky Wilson.” Walter Raleigh Osborne 1867-1933 was Frankie's nephew. His father was Clemons Osborne 1835-1902, a brother of George Washington Osborne.   Earl Donnelly is a son-in-law of Uncle John and Aunt Rebecca Wilson. He married their daughter Mamie Edna Wilson. CWG 

June 10 – “went to Preaching and Sunday school.   Come back to Bruce Donnelly for diner.” Bruce Donnelly married Bob Wilson's daughter Lillian Torrence Wilson.  These are Jackie Farrington's grandparents.  CWG 

June 15 – “Friday 15…Went to Conly, spent the night.  Bought 1 galon of strawberry, paid 50cts.  Got half dosen pint cans, paid 45 cts…got 4 lbs sugar, paid 36 cts…cost of all $1.31.”  Frankie was making strawberry jam.

June 16 – “Saturday…Went to Bobs, spent the night, came Back to Beckys Sunday.  Spent the night Sunday 17.”

Frankie Wilson Osborne, who was present at her father's Isaac's Civil War murder, died in 1940 in Bristol, Tennessee from complications of a broken hip.  Her mother, Caroline Greer Wilson, died in 1911, from the same condition - complications from a broken hip.  

Next posting in this location further pictures and lineages of Wilson-Greer descendants and ancestors.

10/22/13

[bookmark: 6147447977785883328]Ancestors from East Tennessee, Part II 

by Glenn N. Holliman


More on the Stansberys and McRays of East Tennessee....
 

Below, back right by the check mark with the catcher's mitt is Charles S. Stansbery (1893-1957) this writer's maternal grandfather posing with the Tusculum College baseball team, Afton, Tennessee 1912.  From the Greenville Sun, 1975.
 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-h_QPMT1NfnU/T0PJGRKNORI/AAAAAAAADlE/MUMfnSVOoa4/s400/1912+Afton,+TN+Tusculum+College,+Charles+Stansberry+in+upper+right.jpg]



My mother's (Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick) father, Charles S. Stansbery, was born on a farm in Washington County, Tennessee near Limestone, the son of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery.  In this posting, we explore the McCray family and other maternal lines,  some of the first Anglo-American families to move in the 1770s and  1780s into what became East Tennessee.

The 1880 census states that Anna McCray (1866-1936), my generation's great grandmother, lived in the 3rd district of the county, which includes Limestone, a sleepy village near the Nolichucky River.  It's most famous son, born 1786, was one David Crockett who went on to serve in Congress and died at the Alamo in 1836.  

 

Recently in visiting web sites under McCray Family history, I have been able to move our McCray family back to its Scottish origins.  Here is what is known.

Anna McCray was the eldest daughter of John McCray (1838-1909) whose middle name is probably Daniel (named after his great grandfather) and Mary Elizabeth Beard McCray (1845-1876).  More on the Beard and other lines including the Bayless families in future posts. 

Below the gravestone markers at Old Salem Baptist Church Cemetery in Limestone, Tennesee near the Nolichucky River for John and Mary Beard McCray.  This writer took the photo in March 2012.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-stRehrAcYKE/T1lJr_NHhQI/AAAAAAAADn8/5mMBSI51r7w/s320/2012+3+Limestone,+TN+Salem+Baptist+Cemetery,+John+and+Sara+McCray.JPG]

John McCray's father was William McCray (1797/98-1836), the oldest of thirteen children.  William McCray's wife, Hannah Lenizy Taylor, was born 1800 and died 1858. Her father was one Henry Taylor, whose family story we will examine later. 

John Daniel McCray was the fourth child and borne during the year of his father's death, if indeed 1836 is accurate on the McCray Family web site.  The 1880 census has John McCray born in 1839.  His grave stone reports 1836.  He and his wife had seven children.

So who was William McCray's father?  The McCray web site states the parents are Captain Henry McCray (1775 ca - 7 February 1847) and Mary Moore McCray who died in Washington County, Tennessee in 1825.  

Henry, who died in Summerville, Chattooga County, Georgia, first saw the light of day in Loudon County, Virginia and moved south with his parents to occupy East Tennessee in the early 1780s.  During the War of 1812, he served as an officer with the 1st Regiment, East Tennessee Militia.  His role in the Redstick Creek Indian War at the Battle of Horse Bend, Alabama will be written about later in this blog. 

Henry's father was Daniel McCray, born in Ross-Cromarty, Scotland in 1845 and died in Jonesborough, Tennessee 25 June 1819.  He is buried at the Cherokee (Baptist) Community Cemetery in Jonesborough.  Below, the Daniel McCray headstone photo  found on the Internet.  



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-1PgNVZQHnOc/UlqBRNU34kI/AAAAAAAAGsM/uXRXeazLAvY/s320/Daniel+McCray+.jpg]



Daniel McCray's wife was Sarah Nodding (1750-1809).  She may be buried near her husband.  Maternal families such as Bayless and others lie resting in this historic East Tennessee burial ground.  Picture below taken by the writer in 2012.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-NR20GmuEhMs/UlqBsxkJG3I/AAAAAAAAGsU/EH-yfww8Waw/s400/2012+3+Jonesborough,+TN+Cherokee+Church+graves.JPG]


The McCrays, Taylors, Baylesses and others - were pioneers of the Watauga settlements of the State of Franklin and later East Tennessee.  They lived through the dangerous and bloody 'contact period' when European settlers intruded upon and acquired Cherokee and Creek traditional homelands.  

From the 1770s and into the middle 1790s, reprisal Indian raids of plunder and murder were common in the Watauga region and later Middle Tennessee. Militias turned out regularly to pursue Native Americans.   The Revolutionary War was part of this multi-decade conflict which involved my additional maternal ancestors who lived on the North Carolina side of the mountains - families such as the Wilsons, Greers and Osbornes.

Law and order were in short supply leading in the 1780s to the formation of the State of Franklin, a frontier example of an attempt to establish constitutional law while separated by rugged mountains from the home state of North Carolina.  There are several valuable books on this period of history to recommend, two for example being 'The Wataugans" by Max Dixon and "The Southwest Territory 1790-1796"  authored by Walter D. Durman.  

More on these families and their lives on the frontier in later postings....






image4.jpeg







image5.jpeg







image6.jpeg

Bruce and Tarrence Donvly. Proto s

Someuhatoutof focus ot o6
< hom stancing logetrr on thoe
orch 1 stimatng v date oty







image7.jpeg







image8.jpeg







image9.jpeg







image10.jpeg







image11.jpeg







image12.jpeg







image1.jpeg







image2.jpeg







image3.jpeg









9/19/13



 



Ancestors from East Tennessee, Part 1 



 



The Stansberys and McCrays of Tennessee



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



For the past year or so, I have been writing about my mother's maternal ancestors 



-



 



the Wilsons, Greers, Osbornes, Wilcoxsons



, Browns, Boones



 



and others who 



lived in the highlands of Western North Carolina.



 



 



While I will continue to highlight the lives of these relatives, I wanted to share more information on the other 



side of the mountain 



-



 



that is my mother's paternal ancestor



s in upper East Tennessee 



-



 



the Stansberys, McCrays, Broyles, Taylors, Bayless and others.



 



 



As with my North Carolina and Southwest Virginia ancestors, so too did my Tennessee 5th, 4th, and 3rd great grandparents arri



ve during the contact period 



with the C



herokee nation. Unlike my North Carolina ancestors, the frontier Tennessee families also had to contend, not only with the Ch



erokee tribes but 



also



 



with the mighty Creek nation that also took violent



 



exception



 



to the Americans encroaching on their ancestra



l lands.



 



 



 



 



I pick up the East Tennessee story with another tragic family tale. GNH



 



 



 



My mother,



 



Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick,



 



told me as a child of



 



the



 



frightful story of her paternal grandmother, 



Anna McCray 



Stansbery



 



(1864



-



1936), who warmed herself one cold January morning by her open fireplace in Afton, Tennessee. 



 



Her dressing gown caught fire, and before her 



husband, 



William Luther Stansbery



 



(1864



-



1943), could snuff out the flames, Anna ran into the yard and died o



f burns.
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image11.emf
11/6/13   Discovered  -   Lost Photographs of The Rev. William A. Wilson      by Glenn N. Holliman     October 29, 2013 I visited my sister,  Rebecca   Louise Holliman Payne   in Tennessee who was in the process of sorting her family pictures.     One box   she had  stored in her attic years ago was an inheritance of memorabilia from our late Aunt  Louise Stansbery Sherwood   (1915 - 2006).     Louise was the daughter of  Mayme T. Osborne   (18 96 - 1953) and  Charles S. Stansbery   (1893 - 1957).  Below Mayme and Louise in 1943 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where the family  had moved during World War II.         Louise's maternal grandparents were  G.W. Osborne   (1844 - 1927) and  Frances Wilson Osborne   (1851 - 1940), both originally from Ashe County, North  Carolina.     They had met in 1865 when G.W. and a   cousin,  Richard Franklin Osborne , took refuge in the home of  Caroline Greer Wilson   (1828 - 1911), the  recent widow of   Isaac   Wilson   (1822 - 1864) ambushed on h is farm during the Civil War.     In the attic box were photos from the Stansberys and three intriguing ones of Louise's great uncle and a brother of Frances W ilson Osborne, The Rev.  William A.  Wilson   (1861 - 1950).     The pictures are in excellent condition and  may have been professionally made.     They were taken in Japan where Will served as a Southern  Methodist missionary from 1890 to 1930.       I emailed these photos to Michael Ignelzi, a direct descendant   of William Wilson, but he had not seem them in the family .     So I am sharing them now with the  larger family, asking if others have copies of these picture or know when they were taken of our fascinating     ancestor who moved in his life from the lush, but  isolated mountains of western North Carolina, to a Japan aw akening from centuries of     self - imposed isolation from the West.           Educated at the University of North Carolina, Class of 1889 at Chapel Hill,   Will was ordained a Southern Methodist Church pastor at his own Sutherland Methodist  Church in Ashe County.     (M y own great grandfather, G. W. Washington,   was ordained a lay pastor in the same 
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[bookmark: 4508588376035322184]Discovered - Lost Photographs of The Rev. William A. Wilson 

﻿

by Glenn N. Holliman

October 29, 2013 I visited my sister, Rebecca Louise Holliman Payne in Tennessee who was in the process of sorting her family pictures.  One box she had stored in her attic years ago was an inheritance of memorabilia from our late Aunt Louise Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006).  Louise was the daughter of Mayme T. Osborne (1896-1953) and Charles S. Stansbery (1893-1957). Below Mayme and Louise in 1943 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where the family had moved during World War II.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-aOcTLpR7Www/UnoeJL8XMeI/AAAAAAAAGzk/96epBtPpIMA/s320/1943+3++Philadelphia,+PA+Mayme+Osborne+and+Louise+Stansbery+Sherwood.jpg]



Louise's maternal grandparents were G.W. Osborne (1844-1927) and Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), both originally from Ashe County, North Carolina.  They had met in 1865 when G.W. and a cousin, Richard Franklin Osborne, took refuge in the home of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), the recent widow of Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) ambushed on his farm during the Civil War.

In the attic box were photos from the Stansberys and three intriguing ones of Louise's great uncle and a brother of Frances Wilson Osborne, The Rev. William A. Wilson (1861-1950).  The pictures are in excellent condition and may have been professionally made.  They were taken in Japan where Will served as a Southern Methodist missionary from 1890 to 1930.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Ge638YPN_Ew/Unllk0SZ6dI/AAAAAAAAGzA/dSMo9j7FGC4/s320/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson,+Mayme+Osborne's+uncle.jpg]



I emailed these photos to Michael Ignelzi, a direct descendant of William Wilson, but he had not seem them in the family.  So I am sharing them now with the larger family, asking if others have copies of these picture or know when they were taken of our fascinating  ancestor who moved in his life from the lush, but isolated mountains of western North Carolina, to a Japan awakening from centuries of  self-imposed isolation from the West.  

 

Educated at the University of North Carolina, Class of 1889 at Chapel Hill, Will was ordained a Southern Methodist Church pastor at his own Sutherland Methodist Church in Ashe County.  (My own great grandfather, G. W. Washington, was ordained a lay pastor in the same denomination in the 1870s in the same church.)  It is from Will's memoirs that we know so much of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson and the travail of the Civil War in the family.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-5OJO6JiRXq8/Unll7dPQAiI/AAAAAAAAGzI/S4lo7B-k_kw/s400/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson+in+Japan1.jpg]


I would like to think in the picture below, evidently taken in Will's home, that one can see the likeness of his mother, Caroline Greer Wilson, in the middle photograph on the shelf above Will's head.  Unfortunately who the women are with Will are not identified, but one assumes they are connected to his church or school work in Japan.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-PLXjCM_2Ltw/UnlmPfFKtiI/AAAAAAAAGzQ/qT3un0qkN7w/s400/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson+in+Japan2.jpg]

 

The above picture is labeled in English as having been processed by K. Mimura in Okayama, Japan.  These pictures may have been taken as publicity for the Southern Methodist Church and its missionary work in Asia.  My belief is my great grandmother, Frankie Wilson Osborne, obtained them from her brother to share with her Anderson Street Methodist Church missionary society in Bristol, Tennessee in the 1920s.

 

When World War II began, Okayama housed a Japanese Army camp. On June 29, 1945, the city was attacked with fire bombs. Almost all the city was burned, and more than 1700 people were killed. Okayama suffered terrible damage in the war, losing more than 12,000 households.  In near by Hiroshima, another site of Will's work, the U.S. Army Air Corp also dropped the first atomic bomb on August 6, 1945 killing over 80,000 immediately.   Below the ruins of Okayama and Will's work after the incendiary raid. (Wikipedia)

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dGpsG8UI4uc/UnoqdNxdkTI/AAAAAAAAGz0/z5vXDEZeMRU/s400/220px-Okayama_after_the_1945_air_raid.jpg]

 

At that time in 1945, Will Wilson had been in retirement in his Durham, North Carolina home for almost 15 years.  Whatever must have been his emotions that horrid summer during the War when his life's work and many of his Japanese friends were destroyed?  One can scarce imagine his conflicted feelings.

 

 

Next more stories of family in the southern Appalachian Mountains...

 

 

11/21/13

[bookmark: 608318631375574092]More Photographs from my Sister's Attic 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Last post, I placed pictures of The Rev. William A. Wilson, my grandmother's (Mayme Osborne Stansbery) uncle.  These were found in my sister's attic (Becky Holliman Payne) in Tennessee.  Below is one of the pictures posted of Will Wilson evidently outside of his Methodist school in Japan.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-SKwj-FnfLdc/UotEqs7-3JI/AAAAAAAAG4o/BbSxSW9l05s/s200/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson+in+Japan1.jpg]



Cousin Shirley Sorrell,  descended through John Wilson, a brother of Will Wilson, had in her collection of family photographs a picture (see below) evidently made at the same time and place in Japan as the pictures held by my branch of the family!  Somewhat damaged, the clothing, flowers, building and setting are identical.  This was probably made in the 1920s, the last decade of Uncle Will's forty years of service in the mission field.

 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-VDjpXf6w5SU/UotDJDis9QI/AAAAAAAAG4c/6oPo8A2S4ZA/s400/1920+ca+W.+A.+Wilson,+missionary+in+Japan.jpg]

 

 In the same group of 'attic' pictures saved through the generations by my family branch are pictures of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, my generation's great great grandparents.  These two copies are 'rough' and seem to have had some hand drawn 'touch up'.  On the back of each, in my grandmother's handwriting is the following identification:

 "Caroline Greer Wilson, born Dec. 10, 1828, died Sept. 8, 1911.  Fell and broke hip June 8, 1907".  Many of my distant cousins have the same pictures, although in better condition.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-wLrnJYoi7XI/UotFhFXsa2I/AAAAAAAAG44/OFLqiI44bu8/s320/Caroline+Greer+Wilson,+Louise+Stansbery+Sherwood+copy.jpg]

  

 The 'touch up' is much more visible in the picture of Isaac Wilson.  Note his collar and front are basically a drawing. Written on the back of his photograph are the words: "Isaac Wilson, born Dec. 16, 1822.  Died June 17, 1864. Killed in Civil War."

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ETuiv7dFzDY/Uo5CqFbDFhI/AAAAAAAAG50/ZRGk1GVpHqY/s1600/1864+Isaac+Wilson,+picture+from+Frances+Osborne.jpg]

 

The attic box revealed two photographs of my grandmother that I had not seen before.  The one below must have been taken ca 1897 when Mayme Osborne was only one year old.  It was about that time that G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne (daughter of the above Isaac and Caroline Wilson) left Cove Creek in Watauga County, North Carolina and moved to Blountville, Tennessee in Sullivan County.  The county was wracked by a Depression during that time, and George Washington Osborne gave up farming and meager farm prices to run a general store.  ﻿

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ttkvs8VOqX8/Uo5ESzei2WI/AAAAAAAAG6A/C65A68LutwU/s1600/1896+Mayme+Osborne.jpg]



 Below is Mayme O. Stansbery ca 1940, a formal portrait taken when she was in her mid-40s. She was in ill health much of her adult life, and she passed away at age 47, December 1943.  She and Charles S. Stansbery, Sr. parented three children - Louise Frances Stansbery Sherwood (1914-2006), Charles S. Stansbery, Jr. (1918-2006) and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick (1923, this writer's mother).

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-BQhhs1vjpos/Uo5FYjE7_aI/AAAAAAAAG6I/aqGtSJeq6SQ/s1600/1940+ca+Bristol,+TN+Mayme+Osborne+Stansbery.jpg]



More from the 'attic' in the next post....
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Discovered 



-



 



Lost Photographs of The Rev. William A. Wilson 



 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



October 29, 2013 I visited my sister, 



Rebecca



 



Louise Holliman Payne



 



in Tennessee who was in the process of sorting her family pictures.



 



 



One box



 



she had 



stored in her attic years ago was an inheritance of memorabilia from our late Aunt 



Louise Stansbery Sherwood



 



(1915



-



2006).



 



 



Louise was the daughter of 



Mayme T. Osborne



 



(18



96



-



1953) and 



Charles S. Stansbery



 



(1893



-



1957). 



Below Mayme and Louise in 1943 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where the family 



had moved during World War II.



 



 



 



 



Louise's maternal grandparents were 



G.W. Osborne



 



(1844



-



1927) and 



Frances Wilson Osborne



 



(1851



-



1940), both originally from Ashe County, North 



Carolina.



 



 



They had met in 1865 when G.W. and a



 



cousin, 



Richard Franklin Osborne



, took refuge in the home of 



Caroline Greer Wilson



 



(1828



-



1911), the 



recent widow of



 



Isaac



 



Wilson



 



(1822



-



1864) ambushed on h



is farm during the Civil War.



 



 



In the attic box were photos from the Stansberys and three intriguing ones of Louise's great uncle and a brother of Frances W



ilson Osborne, The Rev. 



William A. 



Wilson



 



(1861



-



1950).



 



 



The pictures are in excellent condition and 



may have been professionally made.



 



 



They were taken in Japan where Will served as a Southern 



Methodist missionary from 1890 to 1930.



 



 



 



I emailed these photos to Michael Ignelzi, a direct descendant



 



of William Wilson, but he had not seem them in the family



.



 



 



So I am sharing them now with the 



larger family, asking if others have copies of these picture or know when they were taken of our fascinating



 



 



ancestor who moved in his life from the lush, but 



isolated mountains of western North Carolina, to a Japan aw



akening from centuries of



 



 



self



-



imposed isolation from the West.



 



 



 



 



 



Educated at the University of North Carolina, Class of 1889 at Chapel Hill,



 



Will was ordained a Southern Methodist Church pastor at his own Sutherland Methodist 



Church in Ashe County.



 



 



(M



y own great grandfather, G. W. Washington,



 



was ordained a lay pastor in the same 
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3/16/13   From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will.... from the  Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton       In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and  Franky (Brown Greer).     In this final section of the Will, she   bequeathed to her only son,  Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.     (See below; Mary 'Poll y" Brown is  my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)     To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs.  Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died  in Texas in 1859 ), Polly gave her bed.     Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her  Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla way and Thomas Green.     Polly's husband, Frances Franklin  Brown, had died in 1828.     He may have left his farm property   to his wife as a life estate  and at her death to his son or children.     We do not know without finding his Will.     This was an agrarian econ omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only  food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.     No work, no food.     No safety  net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.     Very different  times in America.       In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from  Mary 'Polly' Brown.     Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's  brother.     Franky   Brown, 1810 - 1905,    (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would  marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806 - 1892.       This couple would have a number of children, one being a son   Isaac Greer, Annie's great  grandfather.     This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother,  my generation's  great, great grandmother, 1828 - 1913.     Below,  Annie Greer Heaton   in 1945.  
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[bookmark: 2169757686503442079]From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....from the Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton
 
In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and Franky (Brown Greer).  In this final section of the Will, she bequeathed to her only son, Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.  (See below; Mary 'Polly" Brown is my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)

To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died in Texas in 1859), Polly gave her bed.  Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her Will, witnessed by A. T. Callaway and Thomas Green.  Polly's husband, Frances Franklin Brown, had died in 1828.  He may have left his farm property to his wife as a life estate and at her death to his son or children.  We do not know without finding his Will.

This was an agrarian economy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.  No work, no food.  No safety net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.  Very different times in America.

[image: http://mediasvc.ancestry.com/image/34740929-287b-48c3-b5d5-fbbd1877ac42.jpg?Client=Trees&NamespaceID=1093&MaxSide=500]


In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from Mary 'Polly' Brown.  Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother.  Franky Brown, 1810-1905,  (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806-1892. 

This couple would have a number of children, one being a son Isaac Greer, Annie's great grandfather.  This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, my generation's great, great grandmother, 1828-1913.  Below, Annie Greer Heaton in 1945.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rnBTMyffgSI/USBFACqBZMI/AAAAAAAAFtk/GQArm0B88g4/s640/1945+Annie+Greer+Heaton.jpg]


More from Annie Greer Heaton's genealogical files.....next post.

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information.

 

 For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 6:42 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]
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More Treasures from Annie Greer Heaton's Family History Materials....
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﻿

The above is a family photograph of the Rev. William Albert Wilson family taken in 1896 in Hiroshima, Japan.  William Wilson (1861-1950) was the last born son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.  Ordained in the Southern Methodist Church, Will and his wife, Mary McClellan Wilson, served decades as Christian missionaries to Japan.  A graduate of Trinity College (Duke), Will wrote the memoirs that became the book Neighbor to Neighbor, the story of the Civil War in Ashe County and his father's murder in 1864.

According to Annie Heaton's marginalia in red, William sent this picture to his first cousin, William Isaac Greer who lived in Banner Elk, North Carolina.  Mary Wilson died in 1949 and William the next year, 1950 in retirement in Durham, North Carolina.

In 1947, William wrote the below comments concerning his family lineage and relatives.  His descendants have written their own comments in the margins. Click on the document twice and it should enlarge.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-p63d2thw2s4/UStSmxD73eI/AAAAAAAAFyU/dYJ65T0Ceyk/s640/1947+W.+A.+Wilson+family+notes+p+1.jpg]



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4TYbugKRlZo/UStTzKttRtI/AAAAAAAAFyg/SpmynUTLJLo/s640/1947+W.A.+Wilson+family+notes,+p+2.jpg]

 

 

The above document of my great, great Uncle W. A. Wilson is key element in the tracing and understanding the Greer lineage.  
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From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....



from the 



Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton



 



 



 



In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and 



Franky (Brown Greer).



 



 



In this final section of the Will, she



 



bequeathed to her only son, 



Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.



 



 



(See below; Mary 'Poll



y" Brown is 



my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)



 



 



To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. 



Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died 



in Texas in 1859



), Polly gave her bed.



 



 



Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her 



Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla



way and Thomas Green.



 



 



Polly's husband, Frances Franklin 



Brown, had died in 1828.



 



 



He may have left his farm property



 



to his wife as a life estate 



and at her death to his son or children.



 



 



We do not know without finding his Will.



 



 



This was an agrarian econ



omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only 



food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.



 



 



No work, no food.



 



 



No safety 



net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.



 



 



Very different 



times in America.



 



 



 



In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from 



Mary 'Polly' Brown.



 



 



Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's 



brother.



 



 



Franky



 



Brown, 1810



-



1905, 



 



(my generation's 3 great grandmother) would 



marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806



-



1892.



 



 



 



This couple would have a number of children, one being a son



 



Isaac Greer, Annie's great 



grandfather.



 



 



This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, 



my generation's 



great, great grandmother, 1828



-



1913.



 



 



Below, 



Annie Greer Heaton



 



in 1945.
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1/5/13   Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Wilson - Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....     The last day of our Wilson - Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North  Carolina.     There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.     Jim is  descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near - by town.     Ba nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second - home  communities located in the western highlands.     On the grounds of   Lees - McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.     In the  cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806 - 1892) and   Frances Bro wn Greer, Jr. (1810 - 1905).     When Isaac Wilson (1822 - 1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil  War, Jesse and   Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during  the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.         Below,   left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,     Charles,   Chase  and Jennifer   Bundy, Bryan Payne,   Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie  Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr .       Caroline's son, The  Rev. William A. Wilson,   wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,   was at the  farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son - in - law's side.     He carried his  mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over  arrangements fo r the funeral.    The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin  at Jesse's behest.      Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during  the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in  the moun tain communities near   the end of the War.    
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[bookmark: 8732024941604331796]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Wilson-Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....

The last day of our Wilson-Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.  There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.  Jim is descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near-by town.  Banner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second-home communities located in the western highlands.

On the grounds of Lees-McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.  In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806-1892) and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. (1810-1905).  When Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.  

Below, left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,  Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy, Bryan Payne, Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P-EHfnkb510/UHgpTaD_X-I/AAAAAAAAFF4/QRk5yhtn1Vw/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+at+the+graves+of+Jesse+Greer+and+Frances+Brown+Greer+Jr..JPG]
Caroline's son, The Rev. William A. Wilson, wrote that his grandfather, Jesse, was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son-in-law's side.  He carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements for the funeral.  The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.   Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in the mountain communities near the end of the War. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-iIqKY8rN-CA/UHgpqVbE4MI/AAAAAAAAFGA/1DdCgeLch7g/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jackie+Burleson,+Jim+and+Annie+Heaton+and+Connie+Burns.JPG]



Above descendant Connie Burns, far right,  remarked over the courage of Frances Brown Greer.   W. A. Wilson described, in the book Neighbor to Neighbor, how his grandmother  confronted Union soldiers who stole food from her daughter's home in the Wilson Cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.  When one young soldier seized the butter pot, the brave Frankie chased him and while scuffling, suffered a deforming permanent injury to a finger from a bayonet thrust!  Left to right: Jackie  Burleson, Jim and Annie Heaton, and Connie Burns.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NHGU4KoRqvI/UHgp7JACVlI/AAAAAAAAFGI/60w06RTqwng/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Frances+Brown+Greer.JPG]


Above, the monument in Banner Elk to Frances Brown Greer who stood solidly with her family during the darkest days of the American Civil War.  Below the Greer monuments in the foreground, and the Presbyterian Church in the back ground.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-YUfv4nRNqnE/UORd8GeKR-I/AAAAAAAAFXQ/B1yXD1BPYu4/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Presbyterian+cemetery+-+Greers.JPG]


Next post more of Jesse and Frankie and their home in Banner Elk.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Frances Brown Greer, Gayle Adema, Jackie Burleson, Jennifer Bundy, Jesse Greer, Jim Heaton, The Rev. William A. Wilson 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

A Visit to the Jesse Jr. and Frances Brown Greer Banner Elk, North Carolina Home...

After our Wilson-Greer family tour stop June 2012 at the cemetery where Jesse (1806-1892) and Frankie Brown Greer (1810-1905) were buried, cousin Annie Greer Heaton took us to the picturesque home where these ancestors of ours spent their final days.  The home is located on the east side of Banner Elk, North Carolina where Jason Clodfelter, current owner,  welcomed us to the old Greer home, below.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-D6mYulsUasA/UORb_InM_WI/AAAAAAAAFWk/WThVhsCK5BQ/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Jr.+house.JPG]


Below, Annie Greer Heaton (center) shares insights with Shirley Sorrell (left) and Jackie Burleson (right) at the old Greer home.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-43I2EXnrtT0/UORc7BewxdI/AAAAAAAAFWw/VrlwyxTlQnM/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell,+Annie+Heaton+and+Jackie+Burleson.JPG]


Annie's parents were Isaac (Ike) Greer (1874-1938) and Dena Wilson Greer (1892-1989).  In Annie's collection is a photograph of Ike and Dena in a buggy around 1910.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zASR3dTRH-8/UOsWWXREuUI/AAAAAAAAFX0/A9AW6No-nbk/s400/1910%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2BWilson%2Bhome.jpg]



Dena Wilson Greer's parents were Lemuel (1858-1926) and Cornelia Wilson Greer (1869-1952).  

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_3b5ZLpSsis/UOsXig_2myI/AAAAAAAAFYU/aosmTY0iUao/s400/1920%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2Band%2BCornelia%2BWilson.jpg]


More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write Glennhistory@ancestry.com for access or to add information. 



Next posting additional family history of the Greers and Wilsons of Banner Elk in the western highlands of North Carolina.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Cornelia Wilson Greer, Dena Wilson Greer, Isaac (Ike) Greer, Jackie Burleson, Lemuel Greer, Shirley Sorrell 
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Wilson



-



Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



The Wilson



-



Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....



 



 



The last day of our Wilson



-



Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North 



Carolina.



 



 



There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.



 



 



Jim is 



descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near



-



by town.



 



 



Ba



nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second



-



home 



communities located in the western highlands.



 



 



On the grounds of



 



Lees



-



McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.



 



 



In the 



cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806



-



1892) and



 



Frances Bro



wn Greer, Jr. (1810



-



1905).



 



 



When Isaac Wilson (1822



-



1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil 



War, Jesse and



 



Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during 



the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.



 



 



 



 



Below,



 



left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,



 



 



Charles,



 



Chase 



and Jennifer



 



Bundy, Bryan Payne,



 



Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie 



Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr



.



 



 



 



Caroline's son, The 



Rev. William A. Wilson,



 



wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,



 



was at the 



farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son



-



in



-



law's side.



 



 



He carried his 



mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over 



arrangements fo



r the funeral.



  



The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin 



at Jesse's behest.



  



 



Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during 



the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in 



the moun



tain communities near



 



the end of the War.
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[bookmark: 8732024941604331796]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Wilson-Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....

The last day of our Wilson-Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.  There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.  Jim is descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near-by town.  Banner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second-home communities located in the western highlands.

On the grounds of Lees-McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.  In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806-1892) and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. (1810-1905).  When Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.  

Below, left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,  Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy, Bryan Payne, Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P-EHfnkb510/UHgpTaD_X-I/AAAAAAAAFF4/QRk5yhtn1Vw/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+at+the+graves+of+Jesse+Greer+and+Frances+Brown+Greer+Jr..JPG]
Caroline's son, The Rev. William A. Wilson, wrote that his grandfather, Jesse, was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son-in-law's side.  He carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements for the funeral.  The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.   Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in the mountain communities near the end of the War. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-iIqKY8rN-CA/UHgpqVbE4MI/AAAAAAAAFGA/1DdCgeLch7g/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jackie+Burleson,+Jim+and+Annie+Heaton+and+Connie+Burns.JPG]



Above descendant Connie Burns, far right,  remarked over the courage of Frances Brown Greer.   W. A. Wilson described, in the book Neighbor to Neighbor, how his grandmother  confronted Union soldiers who stole food from her daughter's home in the Wilson Cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.  When one young soldier seized the butter pot, the brave Frankie chased him and while scuffling, suffered a deforming permanent injury to a finger from a bayonet thrust!  Left to right: Jackie  Burleson, Jim and Annie Heaton, and Connie Burns.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NHGU4KoRqvI/UHgp7JACVlI/AAAAAAAAFGI/60w06RTqwng/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Frances+Brown+Greer.JPG]


Above, the monument in Banner Elk to Frances Brown Greer who stood solidly with her family during the darkest days of the American Civil War.  Below the Greer monuments in the foreground, and the Presbyterian Church in the back ground.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-YUfv4nRNqnE/UORd8GeKR-I/AAAAAAAAFXQ/B1yXD1BPYu4/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Presbyterian+cemetery+-+Greers.JPG]


Next post more of Jesse and Frankie and their home in Banner Elk.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Frances Brown Greer, Gayle Adema, Jackie Burleson, Jennifer Bundy, Jesse Greer, Jim Heaton, The Rev. William A. Wilson 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

A Visit to the Jesse Jr. and Frances Brown Greer Banner Elk, North Carolina Home...

After our Wilson-Greer family tour stop June 2012 at the cemetery where Jesse (1806-1892) and Frankie Brown Greer (1810-1905) were buried, cousin Annie Greer Heaton took us to the picturesque home where these ancestors of ours spent their final days.  The home is located on the east side of Banner Elk, North Carolina where Jason Clodfelter, current owner,  welcomed us to the old Greer home, below.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-D6mYulsUasA/UORb_InM_WI/AAAAAAAAFWk/WThVhsCK5BQ/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Jr.+house.JPG]


Below, Annie Greer Heaton (center) shares insights with Shirley Sorrell (left) and Jackie Burleson (right) at the old Greer home.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-43I2EXnrtT0/UORc7BewxdI/AAAAAAAAFWw/VrlwyxTlQnM/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell,+Annie+Heaton+and+Jackie+Burleson.JPG]


Annie's parents were Isaac (Ike) Greer (1874-1938) and Dena Wilson Greer (1892-1989).  In Annie's collection is a photograph of Ike and Dena in a buggy around 1910.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zASR3dTRH-8/UOsWWXREuUI/AAAAAAAAFX0/A9AW6No-nbk/s400/1910%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2BWilson%2Bhome.jpg]



Dena Wilson Greer's parents were Lemuel (1858-1926) and Cornelia Wilson Greer (1869-1952).  

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_3b5ZLpSsis/UOsXig_2myI/AAAAAAAAFYU/aosmTY0iUao/s400/1920%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2Band%2BCornelia%2BWilson.jpg]


More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write Glennhistory@ancestry.com for access or to add information. 



Next posting additional family history of the Greers and Wilsons of Banner Elk in the western highlands of North Carolina.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Cornelia Wilson Greer, Dena Wilson Greer, Isaac (Ike) Greer, Jackie Burleson, Lemuel Greer, Shirley Sorrell 
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3/16/13   From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will.... from the  Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton       In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and  Franky (Brown Greer).     In this final section of the Will, she   bequeathed to her only son,  Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.     (See below; Mary 'Poll y" Brown is  my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)     To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs.  Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died  in Texas in 1859 ), Polly gave her bed.     Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her  Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla way and Thomas Green.     Polly's husband, Frances Franklin  Brown, had died in 1828.     He may have left his farm property   to his wife as a life estate  and at her death to his son or children.     We do not know without finding his Will.     This was an agrarian econ omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only  food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.     No work, no food.     No safety  net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.     Very different  times in America.       In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from  Mary 'Polly' Brown.     Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's  brother.     Franky   Brown, 1810 - 1905,    (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would  marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806 - 1892.       This couple would have a number of children, one being a son   Isaac Greer, Annie's great  grandfather.     This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother,  my generation's  great, great grandmother, 1828 - 1913.     Below,  Annie Greer Heaton   in 1945.  
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[bookmark: 2169757686503442079]From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....from the Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton
 
In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and Franky (Brown Greer).  In this final section of the Will, she bequeathed to her only son, Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.  (See below; Mary 'Polly" Brown is my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)

To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died in Texas in 1859), Polly gave her bed.  Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her Will, witnessed by A. T. Callaway and Thomas Green.  Polly's husband, Frances Franklin Brown, had died in 1828.  He may have left his farm property to his wife as a life estate and at her death to his son or children.  We do not know without finding his Will.

This was an agrarian economy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.  No work, no food.  No safety net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.  Very different times in America.

[image: http://mediasvc.ancestry.com/image/34740929-287b-48c3-b5d5-fbbd1877ac42.jpg?Client=Trees&NamespaceID=1093&MaxSide=500]


In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from Mary 'Polly' Brown.  Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother.  Franky Brown, 1810-1905,  (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806-1892. 

This couple would have a number of children, one being a son Isaac Greer, Annie's great grandfather.  This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, my generation's great, great grandmother, 1828-1913.  Below, Annie Greer Heaton in 1945.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rnBTMyffgSI/USBFACqBZMI/AAAAAAAAFtk/GQArm0B88g4/s640/1945+Annie+Greer+Heaton.jpg]


More from Annie Greer Heaton's genealogical files.....next post.

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information.

 

 For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 6:42 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]



3/30/13

[bookmark: 1534608770922481153]From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 3 

by Glenn N. Holliman

More Treasures from Annie Greer Heaton's Family History Materials....

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-yWTsoevI8a0/UStwJuX5_3I/AAAAAAAAFzY/wNeZoLx1Elg/s640/1896+William+Albert+Wilson+family+-+Copy.jpg]



﻿

The above is a family photograph of the Rev. William Albert Wilson family taken in 1896 in Hiroshima, Japan.  William Wilson (1861-1950) was the last born son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.  Ordained in the Southern Methodist Church, Will and his wife, Mary McClellan Wilson, served decades as Christian missionaries to Japan.  A graduate of Trinity College (Duke), Will wrote the memoirs that became the book Neighbor to Neighbor, the story of the Civil War in Ashe County and his father's murder in 1864.

According to Annie Heaton's marginalia in red, William sent this picture to his first cousin, William Isaac Greer who lived in Banner Elk, North Carolina.  Mary Wilson died in 1949 and William the next year, 1950 in retirement in Durham, North Carolina.

In 1947, William wrote the below comments concerning his family lineage and relatives.  His descendants have written their own comments in the margins. Click on the document twice and it should enlarge.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-p63d2thw2s4/UStSmxD73eI/AAAAAAAAFyU/dYJ65T0Ceyk/s640/1947+W.+A.+Wilson+family+notes+p+1.jpg]



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4TYbugKRlZo/UStTzKttRtI/AAAAAAAAFyg/SpmynUTLJLo/s640/1947+W.A.+Wilson+family+notes,+p+2.jpg]

 

 

The above document of my great, great Uncle W. A. Wilson is key element in the tracing and understanding the Greer lineage.  
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From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....



from the 



Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton



 



 



 



In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and 



Franky (Brown Greer).



 



 



In this final section of the Will, she



 



bequeathed to her only son, 



Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.



 



 



(See below; Mary 'Poll



y" Brown is 



my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)



 



 



To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. 



Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died 



in Texas in 1859



), Polly gave her bed.



 



 



Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her 



Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla



way and Thomas Green.



 



 



Polly's husband, Frances Franklin 



Brown, had died in 1828.



 



 



He may have left his farm property



 



to his wife as a life estate 



and at her death to his son or children.



 



 



We do not know without finding his Will.



 



 



This was an agrarian econ



omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only 



food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.



 



 



No work, no food.



 



 



No safety 



net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.



 



 



Very different 



times in America.



 



 



 



In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from 



Mary 'Polly' Brown.



 



 



Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's 



brother.



 



 



Franky



 



Brown, 1810



-
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(my generation's 3 great grandmother) would 



marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806



-



1892.



 



 



 



This couple would have a number of children, one being a son



 



Isaac Greer, Annie's great 



grandfather.



 



 



This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, 



my generation's 



great, great grandmother, 1828



-



1913.



 



 



Below, 



Annie Greer Heaton



 



in 1945.



 






3/16/13   From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will.... from the  Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton       In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and  Franky (Brown Greer).     In this final section of the Will, she   bequeathed to her only son,  Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.     (See below; Mary 'Poll y" Brown is  my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)     To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs.  Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died  in Texas in 1859 ), Polly gave her bed.     Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her  Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla way and Thomas Green.     Polly's husband, Frances Franklin  Brown, had died in 1828.     He may have left his farm property   to his wife as a life estate  and at her death to his son or children.     We do not know without finding his Will.     This was an agrarian econ omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only  food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.     No work, no food.     No safety  net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.     Very different  times in America.       In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from  Mary 'Polly' Brown.     Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's  brother.     Franky   Brown, 1810 - 1905,    (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would  marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806 - 1892.       This couple would have a number of children, one being a son   Isaac Greer, Annie's great  grandfather.     This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother,  my generation's  great, great grandmother, 1828 - 1913.     Below,  Annie Greer Heaton   in 1945.  
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1/5/13   Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Wilson - Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....     The last day of our Wilson - Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.     There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.     Jim is  descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near - by town.     Ba nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second - home communities located in the western highlands.     On the grounds of   Lees - McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.     In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806 - 1892) and   Frances Bro wn Greer, Jr.  (1810 - 1905).     When Isaac Wilson (1822 - 1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and   Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and  stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.         Below,   left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,     Charles,   Chase and Jennifer   Bundy, Bryan Payne,   Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman  Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr .       Caroline's son, The  Rev. William A. Wilson,   wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,   was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son - in - law's side.     He  carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements fo r the funeral.    The father of Isaac, Hiram  Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.      Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers  home invasions as law and order broke down in the moun tain communities near   the end of the War.    
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[bookmark: 8732024941604331796]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Wilson-Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....

The last day of our Wilson-Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.  There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.  Jim is descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near-by town.  Banner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second-home communities located in the western highlands.

On the grounds of Lees-McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.  In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806-1892) and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. (1810-1905).  When Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.  

Below, left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,  Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy, Bryan Payne, Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P-EHfnkb510/UHgpTaD_X-I/AAAAAAAAFF4/QRk5yhtn1Vw/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+at+the+graves+of+Jesse+Greer+and+Frances+Brown+Greer+Jr..JPG]
Caroline's son, The Rev. William A. Wilson, wrote that his grandfather, Jesse, was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son-in-law's side.  He carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements for the funeral.  The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.   Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in the mountain communities near the end of the War.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-iIqKY8rN-CA/UHgpqVbE4MI/AAAAAAAAFGA/1DdCgeLch7g/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jackie+Burleson,+Jim+and+Annie+Heaton+and+Connie+Burns.JPG]

Above descendant Connie Burns, far right,  remarked over the courage of Frances Brown Greer.   W. A. Wilson described, in the book Neighbor to Neighbor, how his grandmother  confronted Union soldiers who stole food from her daughter's home in the Wilson Cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.  When one young soldier seized the butter pot, the brave Frankie chased him and while scuffling, suffered a deforming permanent injury to a finger from a bayonet thrust!  Left to right: Jackie  Burleson, Jim and Annie Heaton, and Connie Burns.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NHGU4KoRqvI/UHgp7JACVlI/AAAAAAAAFGI/60w06RTqwng/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Frances+Brown+Greer.JPG]


Above, the monument in Banner Elk to Frances Brown Greer who stood solidly with her family during the darkest days of the American Civil War.  Below the Greer monuments in the foreground, and the Presbyterian Church in the backgound.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-YUfv4nRNqnE/UORd8GeKR-I/AAAAAAAAFXQ/B1yXD1BPYu4/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Presbyterian+cemetery+-+Greers.JPG]


Next post more of Jesse and Frankie and their home in Banner Elk.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Frances Brown Greer, Gayle Adema, Jackie Burleson, Jennifer Bundy, Jesse Greer, Jim Heaton, The Rev. William A. Wilson 
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[bookmark: 5160203579577913064]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XVI 



by Glenn N. Holliman

A Visit to the Jesse Jr. and Frances Brown Greer Banner Elk, North Carolina Home...

After our Wilson-Greer family tour stop June 2012 at the cemetery where Jesse (1806-1892) and Frankie Brown Greer (1810-1905) were buried, cousin Annie Greer Heaton took us to the picturesque home where these ancestors of ours spent their final days.  The home is located on the east side of Banner Elk, North Carolina where Jason Clodfelter, current owner,  welcomed us to the old Greer home, below.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-D6mYulsUasA/UORb_InM_WI/AAAAAAAAFWk/WThVhsCK5BQ/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Jr.+house.JPG]


Below, Annie Greer Heaton (center) shares insights with Shirley Sorrell (left) and Jackie Burleson (right) at the old Greer home.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-43I2EXnrtT0/UORc7BewxdI/AAAAAAAAFWw/VrlwyxTlQnM/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell,+Annie+Heaton+and+Jackie+Burleson.JPG]


Annie's parents were Isaac (Ike) Greer (1874-1938) and Dena Wilson Greer (1892-1989).  In Annie's collection is a photograph of Ike and Dena in a buggy around 1910.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zASR3dTRH-8/UOsWWXREuUI/AAAAAAAAFX0/A9AW6No-nbk/s400/1910%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2BWilson%2Bhome.jpg]



Dena Wilson Greer's parents were Lemuel (1858-1926) and Cornelia Wilson Greer (1869-1952).  

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_3b5ZLpSsis/UOsXig_2myI/AAAAAAAAFYU/aosmTY0iUao/s400/1920%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2Band%2BCornelia%2BWilson.jpg]


More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write Glennhistory@ancestry.com for access or to add information. 

Next posting additional family history of the Greers and Wilsons of Banner Elk in the western highlands of North Carolina.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Cornelia Wilson Greer, Dena Wilson Greer, Isaac (Ike) Greer, Jackie Burleson, Lemuel Greer, Shirley Sorrell 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

The Family of Annie Greer Heaton continued....


Below, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick ( b 1923), great, great grand daughter of Jesse Greer, Jr. (1806 - 1892) greats Annie Greer Heaton (b 1924), great grand daughter of the same Jesse.  This picture was taken on the Wilson-Greer family tour June 2012 at the Jesse and Frankie Brown Greer Jr. home in Banner Elk, North Carolina. 'Gerry' grew up in Bristol, Tennessee and Annie in Banner Elk but these cousins did not meet until 2012!
 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZethOfMt4KU/UOsdm93Bh4I/AAAAAAAAFY0/qNAoenth-ko/s400/2012%2B6%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BGerry%2BFeick%2Band%2BAnnie%2BHeaton%2Bconverse.JPG]

 

Annie D. Greer Heaton is the daughter of William Isaac Greer (1874-1938), who is the son of  Wilburn Hardin 'Wib' Greer (1833-1925), who is the son of Jesse Greer Jr. (1806-1892). Caroline Nancy Greer (1828-1911) is the daughter of Jesse Greer, Jr. and the great grandmother of Geraldine Feick.


Geraldine is the grand daughter of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, and the daughter of Charles S. and Mayme Osborne Stansbery.  Glenn N. Holliman (this writer), Rebecca Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy are children of Geraldine.


Below, Connie Burns, Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Holliman Payne and Bryan Payne study materials from the family collection of Annie Greer Heaton.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-yc8e0sR4CIM/UPGKrZ_SzvI/AAAAAAAAFeA/UY0CfgCIBVA/s400/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BConnie%2BBurns%252C%2BAlice%2BMurphy%252C%2BBecky%2Band%2BBryan%2BPayne%2Breview%2Bmaterials.JPG]

 


On the tour observing the Jesse Greer, Jr.  Home  are left to right, Jennifer Bond, Connie Burns, Chase Bond, Betty Ankers, Charles Bond, Gayle and Bob Adema and Annie Greer Heaton.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ljSS5ltlJYw/UPF8q7dxU6I/AAAAAAAAFdA/sSl9PskXk8c/s400/2012%2B6%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2Bfamily%2Bat%2BGreer%2Bhouse%2Bsite.JPG]

 

More on the Wilson-Greer Families next Post.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:04 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Greer Heaton, Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jennifer Bundy
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by Glenn N. Holliman﻿


Annie Greer Heaton shares Family Materials....

Below Annie Greer Heaton describes family papers.  She is flanked on the left by Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick and on the right by her husband, Jim Heaton.  Lunch on this June day in 2012 was held in Heaton, North Carolina, so named by Jim's founding ancestors.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-hqiRe0qTdZM/UPW-tfiVi7I/AAAAAAAAFgM/7c9ls9irnAM/s640/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BGerry%2BFeick%252C%2BAnnie%2BHeaton%2Band%2BJim%2BHeaton.JPG]

 

Below Jackie Burleson,  Jason Clodfelter, Gay and Bob Adema and Shirley Sorrell examine some of the fascinating resources Annie has inherited and saved.  One item is the 1860s notebook of Isaac Wilson, the ancestor who was bushwhacked in 1863.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-U8K32ZF6x3U/UPW8ddW1ZYI/AAAAAAAAFfs/zAnCVIN5AmA/s640/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BJim%2BHeaton%252C%2BJackie%2BBurleson%252C%2BJason%2BClodfelter%252C%2BGayle%2Band%2BBob%2BAdema%2Band%2BShirley%2BSorrells.JPG]

 

 Below are several pages from the notebook August 19, 1863 with details about payment for thrashing.  Notice the names of Farthing, Eggers, Wilson, Reece, Miller and others in the neighborhood of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-M8QNENb3LkE/URFtgXvBg1I/AAAAAAAAFlY/FsU9daBe7Og/s640/img949.jpg]



 A family historian and distant cousin, Mary Floy Katzman, now deceased, examined the notebook in the early 1990s and wrote this revealing review of the historical document of my generation's great, great grandfather, killed 16 June 1864 while plowing his corn field. Click on the review and it should enlarge.  If you wish an email copy, write glennhistory@gmail.com.

 

 [image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Pu9c9e60A5Q/URFwSdQN39I/AAAAAAAAFl8/lLW4puUCTuU/s1600/1864+Isaac+Wilson+Notebook.jpg]

 

 

 More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. 

 

 Next posting, more treasured documents from the collection of Annie Greer Heaton....

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Bob Adema, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jackie Burleson, Jim Heaton, Shirley Sorrell 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

Genealogical Treasures saved by Annie Heaton....

One of the great delights of research family history is the discovery of distant cousins who have saved materials of our ancestors.  One of these persons is Annie Greer Heaton who generously shared her knowledge of family with many of us in June 2012 in Banner Elk, North Carolina.

The previous winter she opened her family papers  and encouraged me to scan them and share with other descendants of the Greer and Brown families who occupied the highlands of western North Carolina in the early 1800s.  Below Annie makes a point in her North Carolina home.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-qgk_36cUmTU/URu9bSpRI9I/AAAAAAAAFrI/lfvaWguBa3o/s400/2012+3+Heaton,+NC+Anne+Heaton.JPG]


One of her documents is a copy of Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's will, the grandmother of Caroline Greer Wilson, or my generation's 4th great grandmother.  I present the will in several sections.  Polly (1791-1838) who died in Ashe County, North Carolina wrote her will in 1838. Her husband, Francis Franklin Brown (1780-1828), was a third generation American descended from German grandparents.  The couple had married in 1815 in Wilkes County, North Carolina.   Unfortunately, we have no information at this time on Polly's ancestry.

In 1838, Martin Van Buren was in the White House and newly independent Texas was a republic, not yet part of the United States. The American frontier was advancing west leaving behind in the highlands of North Carolina, a largely agricultural society of subsistence farms.  As we read the will, one recognizes that our ancestors grew, harvested and stored their own food.  Transportation was by horse, milk directly from one's cows, meat from one's hogs, vegetables from one's tilled soil and clothing from one's sheep.  

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uKXWkGp9d00/URvAyBqwoFI/AAAAAAAAFrk/UTlWpFG6Uuc/s640/1838+Polly+Brown's+will+1a.jpg]



Polly left daughter Nancy Brown (1818-1900) one black cow, a calf, saddle, a white cow, six two year old hogs, a portion of the household furniture, four head of sheep, ten bushels of corn, 50 pounds of bacon, 15 pounds of lard and 15 bushels of potatoes.  Nancy would marry twice, first to Alexander Baird and then in 1847 to Joseph Greer .  Today, the Baird House is a B and B and still stands along the Watagua River in Sugar Grove (www.bairdhouse.com) not far from Boone, North Carolina.﻿



 [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YpFlXX_MzOo/URvBLOEPdII/AAAAAAAAFrs/mViNp9_Vul8/s640/1838+Polly+Brown's+will+2a.jpg]

To her second daughter, Frances (Franky) Brown (1810-1905), my 3rd great grandmother and mother of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), Polly designated the following items: a three year old red heifer, a two year old red and white yearling, a second black yearling with a White back, a brown yearling, 13 sheep, a chest, and half of of the house hold furniture, a large pot and the balance of my hogs, 175 pounds of bacon, 100 of lard, 150 bushels of potatoes and the balance of her corn. 

Next post, the remainder of Polly Brown's will and a deeper glance into the economy and reality of early 19th Century America....

More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. 
Also, several family historians collect, scan, save and post photographs and research of Greer, Wilson, Osborne, Forrester and many related families.  If you have something to share, please let us know at the above email address. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 11:07 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Frances Brown Greer, Polly Brown 
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by Glenn N. Holliman

Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....from the Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton
 
In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and Franky (Brown Greer).  In this final section of the Will, she bequeathed to her only son, Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.  (See below; Mary 'Polly" Brown is my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)

To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died in Texas in 1859), Polly gave her bed.  Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her Will, witnessed by A. T. Callaway and Thomas Green.  Polly's husband, Frances Franklin Brown, had died in 1828.  He may have left his farm property to his wife as a life estate and at her death to his son or children.  We do not know without finding his Will.

This was an agrarian economy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.  No work, no food.  No safety net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.  Very different times in America.

[image: http://mediasvc.ancestry.com/image/34740929-287b-48c3-b5d5-fbbd1877ac42.jpg?Client=Trees&NamespaceID=1093&MaxSide=500]


In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from Mary 'Polly' Brown.  Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother.  Franky Brown, 1810-1905,  (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806-1892. 

This couple would have a number of children, one being a son Isaac Greer, Annie's great grandfather.  This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, my generation's great, great grandmother, 1828-1913.  Below, Annie Greer Heaton in 1945.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rnBTMyffgSI/USBFACqBZMI/AAAAAAAAFtk/GQArm0B88g4/s640/1945+Annie+Greer+Heaton.jpg]


More from Annie Greer Heaton's genealogical files.....next post.

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information.

 

 For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 6:42 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]



3/30/13
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More Treasures from Annie Greer Heaton's Family History Materials....

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-yWTsoevI8a0/UStwJuX5_3I/AAAAAAAAFzY/wNeZoLx1Elg/s640/1896+William+Albert+Wilson+family+-+Copy.jpg]



﻿

The above is a family photograph of the Rev. William Albert Wilson family taken in 1896 in Hiroshima, Japan.  William Wilson (1861-1950) was the last born son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.  Ordained in the Southern Methodist Church, Will and his wife, Mary McClellan Wilson, served decades as Christian missionaries to Japan.  A graduate of Trinity College (Duke), Will wrote the memoirs that became the book Neighbor to Neighbor, the story of the Civil War in Ashe County and his father's murder in 1864.

According to Annie Heaton's marginalia in red, William sent this picture to his first cousin, William Isaac Greer who lived in Banner Elk, North Carolina.  Mary Wilson died in 1949 and William the next year, 1950 in retirement in Durham, North Carolina.

In 1947, William wrote the below comments concerning his family lineage and relatives.  His descendants have written their own comments in the margins. Click on the document twice and it should enlarge.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-p63d2thw2s4/UStSmxD73eI/AAAAAAAAFyU/dYJ65T0Ceyk/s640/1947+W.+A.+Wilson+family+notes+p+1.jpg]



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-4TYbugKRlZo/UStTzKttRtI/AAAAAAAAFyg/SpmynUTLJLo/s640/1947+W.A.+Wilson+family+notes,+p+2.jpg]

 

 

The above document of my great, great Uncle W. A. Wilson is key element in the tracing and understanding the Greer lineage.  

 

Next posting, we continue to explore Anne Greer Heaton's important family archive....

 

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information.

For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

4/12/13
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From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly....

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hFofkJ21OEM/UFDkcbo8-WI/AAAAAAAAEbA/6QlvaXatb9s/s200/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Jennifer+Bundy.JPG]

Cousin Jennifer Leigh Knight Bundy, left, recently has made available some mid-20th Century photographs of the Wilson and Donnelly families of Sutherland, North Carolina.  What follows is her family lineage and snapshots from the Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly scrapbook held by Jennifer's family.  

Jennifer's lineage is as follows. She is the daughter of Meredith Lewis Knight and Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington. Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington is the daughter of Master Sgt. Morris Franklin  (a Bataan Death March Survivor) and Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis. Virginia Dare Donnelly Lewis is the daughter of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly. Torrence Wilson Donnelly is the daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson. Bob Wilson is the son of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.

Jennifer, her husband and son, and twenty other cousins toured Sutherland, the Wilson Cemetery and the Donnelly Store in June 2012.  These Wilson photographs augment the numerous family pictures printed in Neighbor to Neighbor (2007) available at the Appalachian State University book store.

Today the original mid-19th Century farm of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson is subdivided into several homes and farm steads.  The topographical maps name the road into the cove as the Oscar Wilson Road, leading off State Highway 88 in Ashe County, North Carolina. - GNH

Isaac (12/16/1822-6/17/1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (12/16/1828-9/8/1911) had seven children, one being Robert 'Bob' Wilson.  Caroline had an 8th child, Sarah Marilla Wilson Osborne, several years after her husband's murder by 'bushwhackers' in June 1864.  In this article, we trace one branch of the family.  

Bob Wilson (1/4/1860-2/7/1949) married a cousin, Sara Ellen Wilson (1866-1952).  One of their children was Torrence Wilson who married a neighbor, Bruce Donnelly.  Bruce's parents were Gustavous and Flora Latham Donnelly who lived in Sutherland.  
Bob and Ellen Wilson lived at Green Valley.  Their house and the one Torrence was raised in is still there.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-1YA-hkx6ZbM/UFDjLxGzdCI/AAAAAAAAEag/hlAkGdG5ADs/s400/Pic1.jpg]


Above taken prior to Bob Wilson's death in 1949, left to right are Flora Latham Donnelly, Gustavus Donnelly, Robert Wilson, the son of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, and Robert's wife, Ellen Wilson, mother of Torrence Wilson who married Bruce Donnelly.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-pJ2Ew6sa0j0/UFDRMz854gI/AAAAAAAAEY0/jeOoKz3RX5c/s400/Pic2+Children+of+Robert+and+Ellen+Wilson+L+to+R+Lee,+Witt,+Edna,+Edgar,+Neva,+Oscar,+Torrance.jpg]

Above the children of Robert and Ellen Wilson in 1956.  Left to right are Lee Wilson, Grover DeWitt Wilson (2/4/1885-3/24/1957), Edna Wilson Osborn, Edgar Wilson, Neva  Wilson Hashe (7/7/1905-11/23/2003), Oscar T. Wilson (2/24/1989- 8/28/1985) and Torrence Wilson Donnelly.  Torrence is the great grandmother of Jennifer Bundy.   

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JNjYvwhF0hU/UFDYpSf2WuI/AAAAAAAAEZM/lXcBduwzem4/s400/Pic3+Another+of+same+children+L+to+R+Witt,+Oscar,+Edgar,+Lee,+Torrance,+Edna,+NevaPic3.jpg]


Another photograph of same children left to right back row - Witt, Oscar, Edgar, Lee and front row - Torrence, Edna and Neva.  These photographs are believed taken at the Wilson-Donnelly farm in Sutherland.  Below a chimney and barn still stand at the site of the old homeplace. The photo was taken by Jennifer Bundy in 2010.

.

Next post, more photographs from the Bruce and Torrence Donnelly Scrapbook....

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 1:55 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bruce Donnelly, Edna W.Osborn, Ellen Wilson, Flora Donnelly, Gustavous Donnelly, Jennifer Bundy, Lee Wilson, Neva W. Hashe, Oscar Wilson. Martha Eva Wilson, Robert Wilson, Torrence W. Donnelly, Witt Wilson 

4/26/13

[bookmark: 5387587880322887613]From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly...Part 2

We continue with photographs from the scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly.  Torrence was a grand daughter of Isaac and Carolina Greer Wilson and daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.  A great grand daughter of Torrence, Jennifer Bundy, made these pictures available. - Glenn N. Holliman

Below, Jennifer Bundy, a librarian, shares lunch with her distant cousin, Bryan Payne during the June 2012 Wilson-Greer Family Tour in Ashe County, North Carolina.  Both are great, great, great grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, NC.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-R35QgDDP9pw/UFDr_cC-BuI/AAAAAAAAEbU/P9yjg2FYfQI/s200/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+Jennifer+Bundy+and+Bryan+Payne.JPG]

Below, Bruce and Torrence Wilson, Jeffiner's great grandparents, celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in 1966.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-o2ge83UpQg0/UFDsEJ-PHgI/AAAAAAAAEbc/ybNy6E7x5w0/s320/Pic4+Bruce+and+Torrance+Wilson+Donnelly+on+their+50th+wedding+anniversaryPic4.jpg]
  



 Above, Bruce and Torrence with their children on their 50th anniversary.  Left to right: Joseph Bruce Donnelly, Grace Elizabeth Donnelly Wilson, Raymond Charles Donnelly, Virginia Dare Donnelly (Jennifer Bundy's grandmother), Torrence Lillian Wilson Donnelly, Anna Belle Donnelly Ragan, Bruce Donnelly, Margaret Donnelly Wallace and Ruth Frances Donnelly Duncan.

 

Jennifer provided the following data on Bruce and Torrence Donnelly and their children. 

 

Bruce Charles Donnelly (11/26/1893 - 11/1/1989) married Torrence Lillian Wilson(12/18/1899 - 8/10/1986). 

 

Their children are:

 

Grace Elizabeth Donnelly (11/26/1916 - 1/14/1998) married Conley Argus Wilson (10/3/1909 -1/3/1994).  There was a second late marriage to Ed Wallace.
 

Raymond Charles Donnelly (9/25/1919 - 4/3/2002) married Edith Irene Younce (4/15/1923- 5/27/1989).
 

Virginia Dare Donnelly (7/2/1921 - 2/26/2008) married (1) Morris Franklin Lewis (7/13/1917 -10/20/2003), Jennifer Bundy's grandfather, (2) Burl Ray Winebarger (7/3/1915 - 7/5/1969, (3) James Louis Johnson (1/1/1929 - 1/26/1975), (4) and (5) twice married Willard Glenn Lewis (10/2/1916 -10/10/2004).

 

Anna Belle Donnelly (3/22/1923) married Tip Ragan (5/10/1918 – 11/21/1990).

Ruth Frances Donnelly (5/2/1925) married Meredith Brooks Duncan (1/20/1924 – 8/17/1969).

Margaret Donnelly (6/18/1930) - married James Kermit Wallace (12/14/1926 – 10/25/2007).

Joseph Bruce Donnelly (10/28/1932 – 1/4/2012) married Joann Wallace who survives.

 Below, Joann Wallace in red with Shirley Sorrell at the Donnelly Store in Sutherland at the end of Oscar Wilson Road, the historic farm land of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. Joe Donnelly had passed away a few months before this photo was made in June 2012.  Son Larry Donnelly of the next generation now manages the store with his mother.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-AsjPjtVLOWA/UW37x0IhCjI/AAAAAAAAF6U/QS4Y3Utmp34/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Joane+Donnelly+and+Shirley+Sorrell.JPG]



More on the Bob Wilson family in the next post....

 

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details.

 

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:05 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bruce Donnelly, Donnelly sisters in law, Virginia D. Donnelly 

5/10/13

[bookmark: 5521217778212968126]From the Scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Donnelly, Part 3.... 

 by Glenn N. Holliman

A Look at the Lives of the Children of Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson....

 

In recent articles, we have been posting photographs from the scrapbook of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly courtesy of their great grand daughter, Jennifer Bundy.  Jennifer's mother, Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, has provided us short biographies of her great aunts and uncles.

 

Sara Ellen Wilson (3/6/1866 – 3/1/1952) left and her sister, Rebecca Wilson, married brothers - Bob and John Wilson, sons of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. This photo was taken in the early 1950s. From the Shirley Sorrell collection.

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/--z9Yp51gCdA/UW2wLU7yvkI/AAAAAAAAF6E/CixVG6T8tCs/s320/Ellen+&+Rebecca+Wilson,+sisters+and+m.+Bob+&+John+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-klABQAQDd78/UW2t4Bph_cI/AAAAAAAAF5s/Cwj7k5whJ8U/s400/BobWilsonHome.jpg]

 

Above the Bob and Sara Ellen Wilson Wilson house in Creston, North Carolina where they raised their children. The comments are composed by Jennifer Bundy from information provided by her mother. Jennifer's great grandparents, Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, eloped from this house in 1916 and lived to celebrate over 50 years of marriage!  Interestingly, three of their sons left North Carolina and moved to the West Coast.

 




[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-6YpOcCfL7VI/UW380kGK_TI/AAAAAAAAF6c/qQ1npfZT1tI/s320/1955+Ed+Wilson.jpg]

Above "Ed Wilson went west and first worked for a large sheep and/or cattle ranch. Later he bought his own ranch there and ran it successfully. He married twice, but had no children. Mom stayed with Ed and his second wife Hattie a lot as a child in Oregon, and remembers them as wonderful loving people who were very good to her. She learned about Ed’s first marriage many years later. She thinks he met Hattie when he worked on the first ranch, and said Hattie was a cook on that ranch.  The first marriage ended when Ed's wife began running, well, a very risque road house!" 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/--IDkiIYFi64/UW39EdytLzI/AAAAAAAAF6k/dZJe5vQyWOE/s320/1955+Witt+Wilson.jpg]

 

Above "Witt also went west and worked for a while, but he came back to NC and farmed on Bob’s farm.  He and Neva lived at home with Bob and Ellen and farmed and took care of their parents." 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xzqd6660FF4/UW39lprZlRI/AAAAAAAAF6s/qHsnMYCeWSk/s320/1955+Neva+Wilson+Hashe.tif]



Above "Neva lived at home until her parents and Witt had died. She was about 50 when she married a Hash and moved to Tennessee with her husband. After his death, she came back to NC and lived in Jefferson for many years."

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-s4wXx9i8l1A/UW399B7Fa3I/AAAAAAAAF60/AQtbXoJ7a1E/s320/1955+Edna+Wilson+Osborne.jpg]

 

Above "Edna married Charles Osborne and they lived on the Peak Rd. at Creston and farmed."



[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PbjY1eaf6YQ/UW3-Kope0pI/AAAAAAAAF68/SKrmuDcfEA4/s320/1955+Oscar+Wilson.jpg]

 

Above "Oscar farmed in the hollow at Sutherland, North Carolina where Isaac and Caroline had lived."
 

﻿

Below "Torrence and Bruce Donnelly farmed at Creston. Bruce also ran a small country store, but Mom thinks he quit the store after his children were all grown. She doesn’t remember the store when it was operating. The one there now was built where the old store was, by their son Joe. I can remember the old store building there when I was growing up, but we weren’t supposed to go inside as it was an old run down building."

 


[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-l6oi2_Jy9Ss/UW3-WFknLUI/AAAAAAAAF7E/dqoAsE_hVxs/s320/1955+Torrence+Wilson+Donnelly.jpg]



 

Below "Lee went west and worked for one of the sheep ranches, near an Indian reservation but Mom doesn’t know which one. His wife and children lived in Creston and he came back periodically to see them but did not work in NC."

 

 


[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uRo7fP8xC_4/UW3-fjHoFTI/AAAAAAAAF7M/0iWb_jceBeE/s320/1955+Lee+Wilson.jpg]



Below, the Bruce and Torrence Donnelly house in Creston in the 1970s.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--U4aAEY4pQw/UW2uBA9yBfI/AAAAAAAAF50/XcKc6acYIpw/s640/BruceDonnellyHouse.jpg]

 

 

Next Post, more Wilson photographs....

 

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details.









 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:56 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bob Wilson, Bruce Donnelly, Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, Jennifer Bundy, Rebecca Wilson, Sara Ellen Wilson, Torrence W. Donnelly, Wilson Children 

5/24/13

[bookmark: 1406969094676505862]From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 1 

by Glenn N. Holliman

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NEreKXXSWn0/UYTmHU9F-aI/AAAAAAAAF9k/4l6RyYkOf40/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell+with+pictures+of+Caroline+and+Isaac+Wilson+-+Copy.JPG]
Shirley Sorrell, right, is an avid family historian and provided material and photographs for the book Neighbor to Neighbor (2007). Published by Appalachian State University, this tome is built around the memoirs of The Rev. William A. Wilson (1861-1951), tells the story of the Wilson-Greer families of Ash County, North Carolina during and immediately after the Civil War.

Both Mrs. Sorrell and this writer share a common lineage as we are descended from Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) whose portraits Mrs. Sorrell holds in this picture.  As recorded in earlier articles Isaac, an officer in the North Carolina Home Guard was brutally murdered in June 1864 while plowing corn at his farm in Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.

Isaac and Caroline Wilson had seven childen.  In previous posts, another descendant of Isaac and Caroline, Jennifer Bundy, provided photographs and commentary of her lineage through one of the sons, Robert Wilson (1860-1949) .  In this post, Shirley begins sharing from her collection of family pictures, beginning with the family of John Wilson, another son of Isaac and Caroline. Shirley is a great grand daughter of John and Rebecca.

John Wilson (1855-1928)  would marry a cousin, Rebecca Wilson Wilson (1862-1952), daughter of Jacob Wilson (1832-1917) and Eliza Jenkins (1830-1905).  They would spend their lives farming in Sutherland on part of the property left to Caroline and the children after Isaac's death.  

One of the first pictures in Shirley's collection is of John and Rebecca with their children in 1895 although there is some ambiguity about which child is whom. Ultimately the couple would have nine children.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZcVmpaTYruk/UHa9SdTT-3I/AAAAAAAAFAw/kUwXA39y7LM/s640/1895+John+&+Rebecca+Wilson+and+children.jpg]

A few years later in a less preserved photograph, one can see a sixth child has been born,  a daughter named Cal. 



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ZekweVnjboI/UYTsTbkN2aI/AAAAAAAAF90/LGkOVIq952E/s640/1900+ca+John+&+Rebecca+Wilson+family+-+Copy.jpg]


Next more pictures and stories of this family in Western North Carolina in the early 20th Century.....
 

6/6/13

[bookmark: 4308860454388498135]From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 2 

by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue sharing photographs from Shirley Sorrell's collection of the family of John and Rebecca Wilson of Ashe County, North Carolina.  John and Rebecca are Shirley's great grandparents.

Below, ca 1900 Shirley Sorrell's great grandmother, Rebecca Wilson, modeled a more-than-modest hat.  Even though she lived isolated in the mountains adjacent to the Tennessee line in Sutherland, North Carolina, she stayed in fashion!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-QICk28IBGYU/UHa97RN0TXI/AAAAAAAAFBA/ubUh7tryWDE/s400/1900+ca+Sutherland,+NC+Rebecca+Wilson,+wife+of+John+Wilson.jpg]


Below Rebecca, again ca 1900, multi-tasks, holding a child, riding a horse and mounts on her head another fashionable chapeau.  Note the young colt beside her.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Mcq8F05ARQ0/UHa-E2BAgxI/AAAAAAAAFBI/02kaN05YAQQ/s400/1900+ca+Sutherland,+NC+Rebecca+Wilson+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vwtwF_eoOPM/UHa-MshnwGI/AAAAAAAAFBQ/MksFlMy-cNg/s400/1905+Back+l+to+r+Mayme,+Margaret,+ft.+Cal,+Minnie+&+Ruth+Wilson,+children+of+John+&+Rebecca.jpg]

Above, in 1900 ca, this formal photograph of the Wilson girls, all dressed in white, was taken.  Back left to right are Margaret and Mayme. Front are Callie, Ruth and Minnie  Wilson, children of John and Rebecca Wilson.

 

 Below, Rebecca's sister-in-law Frances Caroline Wilson Osborne (this writer's great grandmother) recorded in her diary in March 1919 - "Charles Osborn (to Shirley Sorrell he was always Uncl Chall) and wife Minie ate diner hear on ther way to oragan.”  

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FSHqJc70DWA/UY4Y8YfTStI/AAAAAAAAGHQ/ZIH9qPa6CJA/s400/1900+ca++Frankie+Osborne,+Damascus,+Va+perhaps.jpg]


Frankie (1852-1940), poorly educated in Ashe County before and during the Civil War, wrote as she spoke. Evidently Charles, a great-nephew of Frankie's husband, G.W. Osborne, and Minnie (the girl on the front row to the right of the baby pictured above), were moving to Oregon as had other Wilson and Osborne relatives in the 1910s and 1920s. Frankie lived in Bristol, Tennessee from 1917-1940, and two of her sons also migrated west in the 1920s. Photo from the collection of the writer.

Next Post, more of this family that farmed in the midst of the Appalachian Mountains in the late 19th and early 20th Century.

6/24/13

[bookmark: 146002189072105441]A Watauga County Resource 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Looking for Resources to Learn more about our Watauga County, North Carolina Ancestors?  Surprise - the local library!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WdjWIcafu3w/Uchsr5KVX6I/AAAAAAAAGL4/LKgqMdZ2pmc/s200/2013+6+Boone,+NC+Watauga+Library+sign.JPG]

In recent articles, we have been posting photographs and information on our Wilson ancestors from the highlands of Western North Carolina.  Shirley Sorrell, Jennifer Bundy and other cousins have been providing biography on the Wilson descendants. As noted in earlier blogs, numerous members of the Wilson, Osborne, Forrester and other families seem to have left Ashe and Watauga Counties for the far western United States in the first half of the 20th Century.

Below, Mr. Ross Cooper, research librarian at the Watauga County public library in downtown Boone, North Carolina, confirmed my thesis that many children of mountain families had to move in order to support themselves.  The bottom land had been taken by the first pioneers in the late 1700s and by the early 1900s, even the steep hill sides had been claimed by generations of offspring.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-EYr-Cq4yj-o/UciAaQBS3OI/AAAAAAAAGMk/wOASbvhdWjk/s320/2013+6+Boone,+NC+Ross+Cooper4.JPG]


So if one did not inherit land or participate in the booming logging industry of the middle 1910s, then young families often made the decision to leave the highlands and move to more economically promising areas. (See the previous blog.)  Mr. Cooper shared the following article and advertisement from 1914 with me from his own blog concerning Watauga County history.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-pEhsbV1Bweg/UchvL7fU-2I/AAAAAAAAGMI/nLFqHoO3Jzs/s400/1914+Boone,+NC+RR+ad.jpg]



[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-zdzAPgVuxkM/UchvuWTCznI/AAAAAAAAGMQ/A6dZ79cxYDs/s640/1914+Boone,+NC+Watauga+Democrat.jpg]

Want to study more on the histories of our families and their friends?  The Watauga County Library has an excellent local history section and a very knowledgeable research librarian. Also, one can follow Mr. Cooper's blog at http://alookbackatwatauga.wordpress.com .  Ross has over 200 followers of his post which looks back from time to time at yesterday via back issues of the Watauga Democrat in Boone.  One will find also valuable links to other blog sites on local and family history including, well, this one!

Next Post - More from Shirley Sorrell's family album....



7/9/13

[bookmark: 2052579796701343072]From the Scrapbook of Shirley Sorrell 3 

by Glenn N. Holliman

While most of the following photographs in this series are from Shirley Sorrell, she also has been gathering information and pictures from other cousins including, but not restricted to, Jennifer Bundy, Clinton Getziner, Bennie Wilson and William Ignelzi.  My apologies if I have left out names of contributors.   We are attempting to create an accurate and as complete record as possible of this extended family who have occupied a particular place and time in American social and cultural history.  To this end, I post articles and photographs at this location and at Ancestry.com.  Errors are mine alone. Your corrections and additions always welcome and encouraged. GNH 

In this post, we present more photographs from the family of John (1855-1928) and Rebecca Wilson (1862-1954) who raised ten children to adulthood in their isolated farm cove in Sutherland, North Carolina. John's father, Isaac Wilson, settled the high mountain land prior to the Civil War, and died by bushwhackers while plowing his corn in June 1864.  

After Isaac's death, the land was divided amongst his widow, Caroline Greer Wilson, and the seven children.  John and Rebecca remained on their portion of the land for the rest of their lives.

John and Rebecca would have 14 children, a not terribly unusual number in Ashe County in the 19th and early 20th Centuries, but a family size becoming increasing rare for the United States as a whole.  Urban families and mechanized farm families did not need so many children to help with the family agricultural enterprise.  To this day, the uplands of Ashe County, except for bottom lands, remain generally unsuited for large farming equipment.

Four children Nora (1881-1887), Edgar (1883-1885), Boyd (1885) and Nancy (1912) died in infancy or early childhood.   Ten made it to adulthood and lived long lives. 

 Below front row left to right is John holding Preston (1900-1989), his wife Rebecca, holding Ruth (Hurt, 1903-1999).  Far right is Conley (1882-1957). 

 Back row with her hand on her father is Mayme (Donnelly, Shirley Sorrell's grandmother) (1892-1975), William Don (1890-1975), Bessie (Wilson, 1887-1976), Maggie (Duncan, 1894 -1992), Minnie  (Osborne, 1896-1987) and Callie Frances (Wilson, 1898-1999).  Robert Earl Wilson is not present, being born in 1906, died in 1987.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-INJsk9bXl0A/UHa-sOkm0LI/AAAAAAAAFBg/0GazVvL6FTw/s640/1905+Rebecca+Wilson+family,+Robert+missing.jpg]

 

A few years later in their finest white dresses, the girls gathered around their mother, Rebecca, for a formal photograph. Front row left to right would be Callie, Rebecca, Ruth and Minnie. Back row are Mayme, Margaret (Maggie) and Bessie.

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--cqaQo9_3I0/UHa-56W9zvI/AAAAAAAAFBo/mqOfJC7XlJw/s640/1910+ca+John+and+Rebecca+Wilson's+daughters.jpg]

 

From 1881 until 1912, a period of 31 years from ages 18 to 49, Rebecca Wilson Wilson gave birth to 14 children of whom only 10 lived to adulthood.  Despite the many pregnancies and the labor of the farm, Rebecca lived to be 92 years old!  

 

If a child of John and Rebecca's made it to adulthood, they lived a long life.  The four sons averaged 82.5 years at death.  The daughters averaged a staggering 93 years at passing!

 

Below Rebecca in later years.

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-UkCD1fM0wgQ/UdvpAt4Xw4I/AAAAAAAAGQc/ZFnhEFY80QY/s320/Rebecca+Ann+Wilson.jpg]

 

 

Next Posting, more on this family from the North Fork of the New River in the beautiful but isolated mountains of northwestern North Carolina....

 

7/29/13

[bookmark: 20513264003372090]The 2013 Wilson-Greer Reunion 



by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....



Every third Sunday in July the Sutherland, North Carolina United Methodist Church holds a homecoming with preaching and lunch on the grounds.  Generally this draws a number of descendants of the pioneers who settled the picturesque North Fork of the New River Valley in the late 1700s and early 1800s.  Below the church service on 21 July 2013 with guest preacher, Bennie Wilson, left, a third cousin of this writer.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-SKBehlVJj-E/UfZ_4mUfn_I/AAAAAAAAGU4/FJwQUkKvWpY/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+Methodiist+Chruch+Service.JPG]

 

The Sutherland United Methodist Church was founded in the middle 1850s as a result of revival camp meetings held along the North Fork.  Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilsons evidently were charter members of this congregation.  One of their sons, William Albert Wilson, became a Methodist minister, once a pastor of the church, before spending 40 years as a Christian missionary to Japan.  

This writer's great grandfather, George Washington Osborne, was ordained a lay minister at the church in the 1870s and preached in the church and to other Methodist congregations in the North Carolina highlands between the 1870s and 1896, before moving to Tennessee. Below the Sutherland United Methodist Church today, the latest physical incarnation, resting on a hill above the North Fork of the New River.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-WvbDdiypzn8/UfaANjoSbMI/AAAAAAAAGVA/jw1RxgqQrEQ/s400/2009+7+Sutherland+Methodist+Church.jpg]

This past July, my son, Christopher S. Holliman and grand daughter, Camille, and I took a few days to drive to Watauga and Ashe Counties from our Virginia and Pennsylvania homes.  For my offspring it was a first time look at the mountain landscapes, cemeteries and traditional cultures of where our ancestors rest.  Below is the magnificent view from the front door of the former home of Earl and Mayme Wilson, grandparents of the current owner, Shirley Sorrell.  The peaks surrounding Sutherland and Creston, NC near Trade, Tennessee soar as high as 5,500 plus feet, some the tallest mountains in the eastern United States!

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-A0VKE8HQ6lc/UfaA0KbVUbI/AAAAAAAAGVI/UG3MP0J6Yfc/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+Shirley's+house.JPG]

After dinner on the grounds at the Sutherland Methodist Church, a number of Wilson genealogists gathered at Shirley's home and made plans to form a core group of cousins who will continue to share and save our ancestral highland heritage.

Gathering below on Shirley's front porch are left to right: Glenn N. Holliman of Pennsylvania, Jackie Lewis Farrington of Virginia, Shirley Sorrell of North Carolina, Clinton Getziner of Virginia, Len Wilson of North Carolina, Dale Wilson of Kansas and Peggy Sue Huber of Pennsylvania. Len is holding the Civil War sword of our common great, great or 3 great grandfather Isaac Wilson (1822-1864).

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-LUxbhjNO1sI/UfaBW3DKZHI/AAAAAAAAGVU/sfpQHWrwXVI/s400/2013+7-21+Sutherland%252C+NC+Glenn+Holliman%252C+Jackie+Farrington%252C+Shirley+Sorrell%252C+Clinton+Getzinger%252C+Lem+Wilson%252C+Dale+Mitchell%252C+Peggy+Sue+Huber.JPG]

 

Next posting in this location further pictures and lineages of these persons, plus our plans to invite our many cousins to share in a new dedicated web site for the Wilson-Greer and associated families....

For additional information, contact glennhistory@gmail.com .



 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 12:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bennie Wilson, Caroline Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Clinton Getzinger, Dale Wilson, Earl Donnelly, G.W. Osborne, Jackie L. Farrington, Len Wilson, Mayme Donnelly, Peggy S. Huber, Shirley Sorrell, William A. Wil



8/17/13

[bookmark: 8373517804945622229]The 2013 Wilson-Greer Reunion, Part 2 

by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....

This is the second of several posts on the Wilson ancestors that gathered in July 2013 deep in the mountains of Ashe County, North Carolina.  Below, two cousins reuniting are Peggy Sue Huber, left, and Shirley Sorrell.  In this post, a word or two concerning Peggy Sue's lineage.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-MEV83ifCalA/UgdTsKftcRI/AAAAAAAAGYw/IfYwl6_fAA8/s320/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+Peggy+Sue+Huber+and+Shirley+Sorrell.JPG]


Peggy Sue's mother is Mary Wilson Barlow, b. 1923, who is a daughter of Oscar (1889-1985) and Olive Kilby Wilson (1904-1976).  Oscar, for whom the road to the original Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) farm is named, is a son of Robert Boyd (1860-1949) and Ellen Wilson Wilson (1866-1952).  Robert (Bob) is one of the son's of Isaac and Caroline.  Peggy Sue now makes her home in Pennsylvania.

Below, a 1955 photograph of Oscar Wilson, Peggy Sue's grandfather.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-wL7NyzxrIac/UgdV_3JyarI/AAAAAAAAGZM/tyaF8M18gZY/s320/1955+Oscar+Wilson.jpg]


From the Diary of Frances Wilson Osborne, who lived in 1928 in Bristol, Tennessee, we have this entry.  'Frankie' is this writer's great grandmother. 
“May 6 1928…Went to Damascus, stayd a Week…Went to NC to Mrs. J W Wilsons at Sutherland the 12th.  I wast church for mother day the 13…nice day…ate diner with Oscar Wilson.”

Frankie noted in her Diary that the bus from Bristol to Damascus cost $1.25 and from Damascus, Virginia to Trade, Tennessee 75 cents.  From Trade to Sutherland, North Carolina, another 50 cents. One wonders when bus service began and what company provided the transportation?  When Frankie and her family migrated from Cove Creek, NC in 1897 to Tennessee, they traveled by horse and wagon, there being no train service.  Several decades later, Frankie was able to return regularly by motorized vehicle to these less isolated mountain valleys along the North Fork of the New River.  

Jackie Farrington, a grand daughter of Torrence Wilson, remembers traveling alone by bus from Virginia as a child in the early 1950s, changing buses in Jefferson for Sutherland!  Unfortunately, no  commercial bus service is available today for the area.

Below is a picture of Oscar's mother, Ellen and his Aunt Rebecca Wilson Wilson taken at a different time.  Rebecca was married to Bob's brother, John Wilson.  Judging from Frankie's Diary, Becky Wilson was a good friend of hers.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-U9N5MFmwmKc/UgdWlY6QBYI/AAAAAAAAGZU/9GbuFRL5CTE/s400/Ellen+&+Rebecca+Wilson,+sisters+and+m.+Bob+&+John+Wilson.jpg]


Below the graves of Peggy Sue's grandparents, Oscar and Olive who lie in the Wilson Cemetery adjacent to their former home.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-s2xuwZ4bLSA/UgdVOaymaqI/AAAAAAAAGZA/oJtq3pxRy-k/s320/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+Oscar+and+Olive+Wilson+graves.JPG]

 

Next posting, more photos with lineages of the 2013 Wilson Reunion in Ashe County ....

9/10/13

[bookmark: 2058364060930127814]The 2013 Wilson-Greer Reunion, Part 3 

by Glenn N. Holliman



A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....

We continue our stories and photographs of cousins and ancestors, inspired by the July 2013 Wilson reunion at Shirley Sorrell's home in Sutherland, North Carolina along the North Fork of the New River. Our Wilson-Greer-Osborne-Donnelly-Forrester and other associated families lived (and many still do) in some of the most beautiful, tallest and isolated mountains in the eastern United States.  Our thanks to Dale Wilson for sharing his story.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-IJMSI5q5H_E/Ui9tbX252JI/AAAAAAAAGeA/O5DdMfdLQ8A/s320/2013+7-21+Sutherland,+NC+Dale+Wilson+and+Shirley+Sorrell.JPG]



Left is Dale Wilson and right, Shirley Sorrell at Shirley's family home in North Carolina, July 2013.  Dale is a great, great, great grandson of Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911).  His great, great grandparents are John and Rebecca Wilson Wilson. 



Thomas Conly Wilson (1882-1957) and Verda Barlow (1880-1969) are his great, grandparents.  Dale, now a resident of Kansas, is a grandson of Conley Argus Wilson (10/3/1909 -1/3/1994) and Grace Elizabeth Donnelly Wilson (11/26/1916 - 1/14/1998).  One of their daughters, Betty Jo Wilson Hodges, is Dale's mother.



 

 

 

Below is a group photograph with identifications of Dale's Donnelly side of the family. Dale took the name Wilson after his Mother's separation from her first husband. Typed comments on this and other photographs by Dale Wilson.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-7Z4umA5p3Dw/Ui9t2D3rF3I/AAAAAAAAGeI/ulF9mmSoCd8/s400/FiveGenerations-Mommie-Bruce-Grace-Betty-Dale.jpg]



  Below, Argus Wilson, one of Dale's grandfathers.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-z4-a0pfa3Xw/Ui9uDVS2A9I/AAAAAAAAGeQ/aJyNZ6Nk5Us/s320/Conley+Argus+Wilson.jpg]


Dale lived the first twelve years of his life in Sutherland, Ashe County, later attending Appalachian State College.  Recently, he reflected on that time and his North Fork upbringing with the following short fascinating memoir which captures the culture of that time.  

For those familiar with the story of the 1864 bushwhacking of Isaac Wilson (this writer's great, great grandfather), Dale's memories suggest animosities and feuds continued for generations.

"Life in rural Sutherland, North Carolina in the early 50’s was the essence of bucolic America.  We were mostly ignored by county, state and federal government, thank God!  So long as taxes were paid we were free to subsist as best we could, hunt for small game, plant tobacco and continue to marry our cousins when it seemed a good fit. After all, being landlocked both culturally and geographically had its advantages, but I digress.

At the age of  7 I began my formal education at Mabel Elementary School in Zionville, NC.  What is striking to me is that I traveled by bus thru three counties and two states to arrive at Mrs. Mast’s first grade class.  There we learned organization, respect for our teachers and how to read the King’s English thru snippets of the daily lives of Dick and Jane with a healthy dose of Spot.  

Each day commenced with a school bus ride under the tutelage of one Willy Laing, who was charged with bringing us safely from our homes to school and back again.   Willy began the pick-ups in the heart of Potter Town (Meat Camp) where decent men did not tread nor tarry due to the general lawlessness of the area.  Here people simply settled their grievances with a gun, with no remorse for the outcome and little sympathy for the loser.  

 So well I remember sitting on the bus between two children, one whose father had slain the other child’s father  in a contest over some squabble probably to do with a rhetorical insult or less.   Mountain men did not insult each other...did not wrong each other in a cavalier way without suffering certain consequences.  

The Potters, the Ellison’s, the Snyder’s, the Shelton’s...names of children I remember well and especially the eyes they cast when their kin were killed by the relatives of the student they shared a bus seat with.  Today we would find this “insensitive” at best.. in those days it was simply reality." - Dale Wilson

Below, Thomas Conley Wilson, one of Dale's great grandfathers.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-CdNXTrOB76A/Ui9wQRV11fI/AAAAAAAAGec/2rIObOaTNbE/s400/Thomas+Conley+Wilson.jpg]



Next posting more on the July 2013 Wilson Reunion along the North Fork of the New River in the lush, green mountains of Ashe County, North Carolina....

9/19/13

[bookmark: 2548247780268245835]Ancestors from East Tennessee, Part 1 

The Stansberys and McCrays of Tennessee
by Glenn N. Holliman

For the past year or so, I have been writing about my mother's maternal ancestors - the Wilsons, Greers, Osbornes, Wilcoxsons, Browns, Boones and others who lived in the highlands of Western North Carolina.  While I will continue to highlight the lives of these relatives, I wanted to share more information on the other side of the mountain - that is my mother's paternal ancestors in upper East Tennessee - the Stansberys, McCrays, Broyles, Taylors, Bayless and others.

As with my North Carolina and Southwest Virginia ancestors, so too did my Tennessee 5th, 4th, and 3rd great grandparents arrive during the contact period with the Cherokee nation. Unlike my North Carolina ancestors, the frontier Tennessee families also had to contend, not only with the Cherokee tribes but also with the mighty Creek nation that also took violent exception to the Americans encroaching on their ancestral lands.  

I pick up the East Tennessee story with another tragic family tale. GNH


My mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, told me as a child of the frightful story of her paternal grandmother, Anna McCray Stansbery (1864-1936), who warmed herself one cold January morning by her open fireplace in Afton, Tennessee.  Her dressing gown caught fire, and before her husband, William Luther Stansbery (1864-1943), could snuff out the flames, Anna ran into the yard and died of burns.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-f4k1od94aBA/T7LB5y_E8SI/AAAAAAAADvs/B9jwcYLJwnI/s640/1936+1+Greenville,+TN+newspaper+article+on+Annie+Stansbery's+death.jpg]


The above clipping is from the Greeneville Sun.  Note Rudyard Kipling, the famous English novelist and poet, was seriously ill.  He would die that month, the same day as King George V in January 1936.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-IXcnzG3bAhk/T7LAoqYgdgI/AAAAAAAADvk/GLAs3AhjZU0/s400/2012+3+Tusculum,++TN+Shiloh+Baptist+Cemetery,+great+grandparents,+W.L.+and+Annie+McCray+Stansbery.JPG]

Above, the monument at Shiloh Cemetery, Tusculum, where William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery are resting.  Near them are other family members of the Stansbery family.

My mother, a grand daughter of Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), does not remember much else about these grandparents and their Afton, Tennessee home except for an attic filled with books.  It was 'scary' in the dark attic to a child, and unfortunately Annie's personality was not especially comforting.  Perhaps from her seven children, she had had more grandchildren than she could remember or wanted to remember! They had married January 1, 1884 in Washington County, Tennessee (source, Tennessee archives).
 
As I have written in earlier posts, one of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery's sons was my grandfather, Charles Skelton Stansbery (1893-1957).[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ydXjFx5m1-o/Ujsyrawl-eI/AAAAAAAAGgo/z47gsWxMGaw/s320/1920s+Bristol,+TN+Charles+Stansbery,+Sr.+'20's.jpg]



Left is a 1920s photo of Charles who in 1914 married my grandmother, Mayme Osborne (1896-1943), a daughter of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne. Raised on a farm near Greeneville, Tennessee, he moved his growing family in 1919 to Bristol, Tennessee.  There he entered the new 'high tech' business of his day - the supervisor of the Ford Motor Company maintenance department in that twin city! He and Mayme had three children - Louise Francis Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006), Charles S. Stansbery (1918-2006) and my mother, Geraldine, b 1923.
 
Stricken with paralysis in 1930 due to tainted 'Jamaican Ginger', his marriage disintegrated and he returned to Afton, Tennessee to farm and local employment.  He later married Lucy Lee Barkley (1912-1978) and had two children who lived to maturity - Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem and Jean Stansbery (1944-1999).

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ullhEgUBhhI/Ujs8Jh69bSI/AAAAAAAAGhA/Xvxy1GhTWaM/s320/2009+7+Greenville,+TNNancy+and+Gerry,+half+sisters.jpg]

Above, two half sisters, Nancy Stansbery Higgenbothem left, and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, right in Greeneville, Tennessee in 2009. Both are daughters of Charles S. Stansbery and grand daughters of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery.

Later more on the Stansbery and McCray families of East Tennessee....

10/4/13

[bookmark: 2483275474889691860]The 2013 Wilson-Greer Reunion, Part 4A 

by Glenn N. Holliman


A 2013 Gathering at the Ancestral Home of Earl and Mayme Wilson Donnelly....Part IV



We continue our stories and photographs of cousins and ancestors, inspired by the July 2013 Wilson reunion at Shirley Sorrell's home in Sutherland, North Carolina. Our Forrester-Wilson-Greer-Osborne-Donnelly-Adams and other associated families lived (and many still do) in the lush valleys and highlands of beautiful Western North Carolina.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BVuAUNcq6Xs/UkFsr_eXF-I/AAAAAAAAGi0/xdtP7PEa8jI/s400/2013+7-21+Dale+Wilson+and+Jackie+Farrington.JPG]

Right are two cousins who knew each other as children, over 50 years ago - Dale Wilson, whom we read about in the last post, and Jackie Ruth Lewis Farrington, at Shirley's family home in North Carolina, July 2013.  



Jackie, who lives in southwest Virginia, is the daughter of Virginia Donnelly, who was the daughter of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, a daughter of Bob and Ellen Wilson Wilson.  Bob was a son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson.  Jackie's daughter is Jennifer Bundy, a serious Wilson/Greer/Donnelly family historian, who attended with her husband and son the 2012 Wilson-Greer site and seminar celebration.

Torrence  (12/18/1899 - 8/10/1986)  and Bruce Charles Donnelly (11/26/1893 - 11/1/1989) farmed at Creston, a few miles from Sutherland.  Bruce also ran a small country store. Later one of their son's, Joe Donnelly, ran the store until his death a few years ago.  Joe's son, Larry Donnelly with his mother, runs the store and garage, which is located at the entrance to Oscar Wilson Road, the site of the original Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson farm.
 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-VEnzaVyi7ik/UkFtCk6rCwI/AAAAAAAAGi8/P3IlJquyhAs/s400/Bruce+and+Torrence+(Wilson)+Donnelly.jpg]

 Photograph and above comments courtesy of Dale Wilson.

 Below in the spring of 1948, Jackie Lewis Farmington with her parents  Morris Franklin Lewis (7/13/1917 -10/20/2003) and  Virginia Dare Donnelly (7/2/1921 - 2/26/2008).  



[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-lJt-fO8oqeA/UkFuJ7mR0eI/AAAAAAAAGjI/4ULxllNDoAA/s400/1948+Morris+Lewis+and+Virginia+Donnelly+Lewis+and+child,+Jackie+Ruth+Lewis+Farrington+.jpg]

 

The marriage was ill-fated due to Morris's horrendous World War II service.  He fought in the Battle of Bataan and survived the infamous Death March and years of Japanese captivity.  For the rest of his life, he suffered from what today would be called post traumatic stress syndrome, and now lies in Arlington Cemetery, a hero who suffered mightily for his country.

 

Virginia married again.  First to Burl Ray Winebarger (7/3/1915 - 7/5/1969, then James Louis Johnson (1/1/1929 - 1/26/1975) and twice married Willard Glenn Lewis (10/2/1916 -10/10/2004).

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-WN4u5zOnIDM/UkFu4pGQoDI/AAAAAAAAGjQ/t4rfiOJdp_U/s200/1930+ca+Grannie+Frankie.jpg]
In May 1928, Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), the great grandmother of this writer, wrote in her diary of an extended trip from her home in Bristol, Tennessee to visit her siblings and in-laws in Ashe County, North Carolina, ancestors of Jackie Farrington and other cousins who attended the 2013 reunion.

A reading of this diary reveals a rich kinship and friendship among the children and grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  The spelling and grammar is that of Frankie's, reflecting the modest education she received prior to and during the Civil War.  Comments are by Clinton Getzinger (CWG), whose knowledge of the Wilson-Forrester families is encyclopedic!  

May 19 – “may the 19 saturday…Went to Bob Wilsons at sutherland.”  These are Jackie Farrington's great grandparents.

May 25 – “Friday 25…Went to Walter Osborne, spent 2 night…Sunday 27, came  back to Bobs Wednsday 30…come to Earl Donnelly Sunday 3…left Earl Donnely ...come to church the…went up to Becky Wilson.” Walter Raleigh Osborne 1867-1933 was Frankie's nephew. His father was Clemons Osborne 1835-1902, a brother of George Washington Osborne.   Earl Donnelly is a son-in-law of Uncle John and Aunt Rebecca Wilson. He married their daughter Mamie Edna Wilson. CWG 

June 10 – “went to Preaching and Sunday school.   Come back to Bruce Donnelly for diner.” Bruce Donnelly married Bob Wilson's daughter Lillian Torrence Wilson.  These are Jackie Farrington's grandparents.  CWG 

June 15 – “Friday 15…Went to Conly, spent the night.  Bought 1 galon of strawberry, paid 50cts.  Got half dosen pint cans, paid 45 cts…got 4 lbs sugar, paid 36 cts…cost of all $1.31.”  Frankie was making strawberry jam.

June 16 – “Saturday…Went to Bobs, spent the night, came Back to Beckys Sunday.  Spent the night Sunday 17.”

Frankie Wilson Osborne, who was present at her father's Isaac's Civil War murder, died in 1940 in Bristol, Tennessee from complications of a broken hip.  Her mother, Caroline Greer Wilson, died in 1911, from the same condition - complications from a broken hip.  

Next posting in this location further pictures and lineages of Wilson-Greer descendants and ancestors.

10/22/13

[bookmark: 6147447977785883328]Ancestors from East Tennessee, Part II 

by Glenn N. Holliman


More on the Stansberys and McRays of East Tennessee....
 

Below, back right by the check mark with the catcher's mitt is Charles S. Stansbery (1893-1957) this writer's maternal grandfather posing with the Tusculum College baseball team, Afton, Tennessee 1912.  From the Greenville Sun, 1975.
 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-h_QPMT1NfnU/T0PJGRKNORI/AAAAAAAADlE/MUMfnSVOoa4/s400/1912+Afton,+TN+Tusculum+College,+Charles+Stansberry+in+upper+right.jpg]



My mother's (Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick) father, Charles S. Stansbery, was born on a farm in Washington County, Tennessee near Limestone, the son of William Luther and Anna McCray Stansbery.  In this posting, we explore the McCray family and other maternal lines,  some of the first Anglo-American families to move in the 1770s and  1780s into what became East Tennessee.

The 1880 census states that Anna McCray (1866-1936), my generation's great grandmother, lived in the 3rd district of the county, which includes Limestone, a sleepy village near the Nolichucky River.  It's most famous son, born 1786, was one David Crockett who went on to serve in Congress and died at the Alamo in 1836.  

 

Recently in visiting web sites under McCray Family history, I have been able to move our McCray family back to its Scottish origins.  Here is what is known.

Anna McCray was the eldest daughter of John McCray (1838-1909) whose middle name is probably Daniel (named after his great grandfather) and Mary Elizabeth Beard McCray (1845-1876).  More on the Beard and other lines including the Bayless families in future posts. 

Below the gravestone markers at Old Salem Baptist Church Cemetery in Limestone, Tennesee near the Nolichucky River for John and Mary Beard McCray.  This writer took the photo in March 2012.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-stRehrAcYKE/T1lJr_NHhQI/AAAAAAAADn8/5mMBSI51r7w/s320/2012+3+Limestone,+TN+Salem+Baptist+Cemetery,+John+and+Sara+McCray.JPG]

John McCray's father was William McCray (1797/98-1836), the oldest of thirteen children.  William McCray's wife, Hannah Lenizy Taylor, was born 1800 and died 1858. Her father was one Henry Taylor, whose family story we will examine later. 

John Daniel McCray was the fourth child and borne during the year of his father's death, if indeed 1836 is accurate on the McCray Family web site.  The 1880 census has John McCray born in 1839.  His grave stone reports 1836.  He and his wife had seven children.

So who was William McCray's father?  The McCray web site states the parents are Captain Henry McCray (1775 ca - 7 February 1847) and Mary Moore McCray who died in Washington County, Tennessee in 1825.  

Henry, who died in Summerville, Chattooga County, Georgia, first saw the light of day in Loudon County, Virginia and moved south with his parents to occupy East Tennessee in the early 1780s.  During the War of 1812, he served as an officer with the 1st Regiment, East Tennessee Militia.  His role in the Redstick Creek Indian War at the Battle of Horse Bend, Alabama will be written about later in this blog. 

Henry's father was Daniel McCray, born in Ross-Cromarty, Scotland in 1845 and died in Jonesborough, Tennessee 25 June 1819.  He is buried at the Cherokee (Baptist) Community Cemetery in Jonesborough.  Below, the Daniel McCray headstone photo  found on the Internet.  



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-1PgNVZQHnOc/UlqBRNU34kI/AAAAAAAAGsM/uXRXeazLAvY/s320/Daniel+McCray+.jpg]



Daniel McCray's wife was Sarah Nodding (1750-1809).  She may be buried near her husband.  Maternal families such as Bayless and others lie resting in this historic East Tennessee burial ground.  Picture below taken by the writer in 2012.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-NR20GmuEhMs/UlqBsxkJG3I/AAAAAAAAGsU/EH-yfww8Waw/s400/2012+3+Jonesborough,+TN+Cherokee+Church+graves.JPG]


The McCrays, Taylors, Baylesses and others - were pioneers of the Watauga settlements of the State of Franklin and later East Tennessee.  They lived through the dangerous and bloody 'contact period' when European settlers intruded upon and acquired Cherokee and Creek traditional homelands.  

From the 1770s and into the middle 1790s, reprisal Indian raids of plunder and murder were common in the Watauga region and later Middle Tennessee. Militias turned out regularly to pursue Native Americans.   The Revolutionary War was part of this multi-decade conflict which involved my additional maternal ancestors who lived on the North Carolina side of the mountains - families such as the Wilsons, Greers and Osbornes.

Law and order were in short supply leading in the 1780s to the formation of the State of Franklin, a frontier example of an attempt to establish constitutional law while separated by rugged mountains from the home state of North Carolina.  There are several valuable books on this period of history to recommend, two for example being 'The Wataugans" by Max Dixon and "The Southwest Territory 1790-1796"  authored by Walter D. Durman.  

More on these families and their lives on the frontier in later postings....




11/6/13

[bookmark: 4508588376035322184]Discovered - Lost Photographs of The Rev. William A. Wilson 

﻿

by Glenn N. Holliman

October 29, 2013 I visited my sister, Rebecca Louise Holliman Payne in Tennessee who was in the process of sorting her family pictures.  One box she had stored in her attic years ago was an inheritance of memorabilia from our late Aunt Louise Stansbery Sherwood (1915-2006).  Louise was the daughter of Mayme T. Osborne (1896-1953) and Charles S. Stansbery (1893-1957). Below Mayme and Louise in 1943 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where the family had moved during World War II.
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Louise's maternal grandparents were G.W. Osborne (1844-1927) and Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940), both originally from Ashe County, North Carolina.  They had met in 1865 when G.W. and a cousin, Richard Franklin Osborne, took refuge in the home of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), the recent widow of Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) ambushed on his farm during the Civil War.

In the attic box were photos from the Stansberys and three intriguing ones of Louise's great uncle and a brother of Frances Wilson Osborne, The Rev. William A. Wilson (1861-1950).  The pictures are in excellent condition and may have been professionally made.  They were taken in Japan where Will served as a Southern Methodist missionary from 1890 to 1930.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Ge638YPN_Ew/Unllk0SZ6dI/AAAAAAAAGzA/dSMo9j7FGC4/s320/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson,+Mayme+Osborne's+uncle.jpg]



I emailed these photos to Michael Ignelzi, a direct descendant of William Wilson, but he had not seem them in the family.  So I am sharing them now with the larger family, asking if others have copies of these picture or know when they were taken of our fascinating  ancestor who moved in his life from the lush, but isolated mountains of western North Carolina, to a Japan awakening from centuries of  self-imposed isolation from the West.  

 

Educated at the University of North Carolina, Class of 1889 at Chapel Hill, Will was ordained a Southern Methodist Church pastor at his own Sutherland Methodist Church in Ashe County.  (My own great grandfather, G. W. Washington, was ordained a lay pastor in the same denomination in the 1870s in the same church.)  It is from Will's memoirs that we know so much of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson and the travail of the Civil War in the family.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-5OJO6JiRXq8/Unll7dPQAiI/AAAAAAAAGzI/S4lo7B-k_kw/s400/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson+in+Japan1.jpg]


I would like to think in the picture below, evidently taken in Will's home, that one can see the likeness of his mother, Caroline Greer Wilson, in the middle photograph on the shelf above Will's head.  Unfortunately who the women are with Will are not identified, but one assumes they are connected to his church or school work in Japan.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-PLXjCM_2Ltw/UnlmPfFKtiI/AAAAAAAAGzQ/qT3un0qkN7w/s400/The+Rev.+William+A.+Wilson+in+Japan2.jpg]

 

The above picture is labeled in English as having been processed by K. Mimura in Okayama, Japan.  These pictures may have been taken as publicity for the Southern Methodist Church and its missionary work in Asia.  My belief is my great grandmother, Frankie Wilson Osborne, obtained them from her brother to share with her Anderson Street Methodist Church missionary society in Bristol, Tennessee in the 1920s.

 

When World War II began, Okayama housed a Japanese Army camp. On June 29, 1945, the city was attacked with fire bombs. Almost all the city was burned, and more than 1700 people were killed. Okayama suffered terrible damage in the war, losing more than 12,000 households.  In near by Hiroshima, another site of Will's work, the U.S. Army Air Corp also dropped the first atomic bomb on August 6, 1945 killing over 80,000 immediately.   Below the ruins of Okayama and Will's work after the incendiary raid. (Wikipedia)

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-dGpsG8UI4uc/UnoqdNxdkTI/AAAAAAAAGz0/z5vXDEZeMRU/s400/220px-Okayama_after_the_1945_air_raid.jpg]

 

At that time in 1945, Will Wilson had been in retirement in his Durham, North Carolina home for almost 15 years.  Whatever must have been his emotions that horrid summer during the War when his life's work and many of his Japanese friends were destroyed?  One can scarce imagine his conflicted feelings.

 

 

Next more stories of family in the southern Appalachian Mountains...

 

 

11/21/13

[bookmark: 608318631375574092]More Photographs from my Sister's Attic 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Last post, I placed pictures of The Rev. William A. Wilson, my grandmother's (Mayme Osborne Stansbery) uncle.  These were found in my sister's attic (Becky Holliman Payne) in Tennessee.  Below is one of the pictures posted of Will Wilson evidently outside of his Methodist school in Japan.
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Cousin Shirley Sorrell,  descended through John Wilson, a brother of Will Wilson, had in her collection of family photographs a picture (see below) evidently made at the same time and place in Japan as the pictures held by my branch of the family!  Somewhat damaged, the clothing, flowers, building and setting are identical.  This was probably made in the 1920s, the last decade of Uncle Will's forty years of service in the mission field.
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 In the same group of 'attic' pictures saved through the generations by my family branch are pictures of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, my generation's great great grandparents.  These two copies are 'rough' and seem to have had some hand drawn 'touch up'.  On the back of each, in my grandmother's handwriting is the following identification:

 "Caroline Greer Wilson, born Dec. 10, 1828, died Sept. 8, 1911.  Fell and broke hip June 8, 1907".  Many of my distant cousins have the same pictures, although in better condition.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-wLrnJYoi7XI/UotFhFXsa2I/AAAAAAAAG44/OFLqiI44bu8/s320/Caroline+Greer+Wilson,+Louise+Stansbery+Sherwood+copy.jpg]

  

 The 'touch up' is much more visible in the picture of Isaac Wilson.  Note his collar and front are basically a drawing. Written on the back of his photograph are the words: "Isaac Wilson, born Dec. 16, 1822.  Died June 17, 1864. Killed in Civil War."

 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ETuiv7dFzDY/Uo5CqFbDFhI/AAAAAAAAG50/ZRGk1GVpHqY/s1600/1864+Isaac+Wilson,+picture+from+Frances+Osborne.jpg]

 

The attic box revealed two photographs of my grandmother that I had not seen before.  The one below must have been taken ca 1897 when Mayme Osborne was only one year old.  It was about that time that G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne (daughter of the above Isaac and Caroline Wilson) left Cove Creek in Watauga County, North Carolina and moved to Blountville, Tennessee in Sullivan County.  The county was wracked by a Depression during that time, and George Washington Osborne gave up farming and meager farm prices to run a general store.  ﻿

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Ttkvs8VOqX8/Uo5ESzei2WI/AAAAAAAAG6A/C65A68LutwU/s1600/1896+Mayme+Osborne.jpg]



 Below is Mayme O. Stansbery ca 1940, a formal portrait taken when she was in her mid-40s. She was in ill health much of her adult life, and she passed away at age 47, December 1943.  She and Charles S. Stansbery, Sr. parented three children - Louise Frances Stansbery Sherwood (1914-2006), Charles S. Stansbery, Jr. (1918-2006) and Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick (1923, this writer's mother).

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-BQhhs1vjpos/Uo5FYjE7_aI/AAAAAAAAG6I/aqGtSJeq6SQ/s1600/1940+ca+Bristol,+TN+Mayme+Osborne+Stansbery.jpg]



More from the 'attic' in the next post....
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March 19, 1914

An advertisement * on the front page of this week’s Watauga Democrat boldly urges, “come up into
the Northern Pacific Country — This northern tier of states offers a healthful and invigorating climate;
the best crop records in all respects, the best opportunities in the west. Another season of low fares is
in hand. Low One Way Colonial Tickets on sale, daily. March 15 to April 15 to many points in
Western Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. If you are interested in this Land of Fortune
address any Northern Pacific representative — state what locality you are Interested in — and literature
will be promptly sent.” The contact person listed in the advertisement was “S.M. McEwan T.L.A.. St
Lawrence Motel, Bristol, Tenn.
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‘This book was found in a box of letters, marked “Old Greer Letters” in Mrs. Isaac Greer's attic in
Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1990.

Civil War Book by Lieutenant Isaac Wilson.

“This is believed to be Isaac Wilson's notebook. He was a 2™ Licutenant in the 98 North Carolina Militia
with a date of rank Feb. 19, 1862. Then appointed Quartermaster on June 20, 1862. Then 1* Sgt of
Company A 11® Battalion of North Carolina Home Guard. He was bor in 1822 and was married to
Caroline Greer Wilson, daughter of Frankie and Jesse Greer, Jr. His home was located near the Tenncssce
line in the southwest comer of Ashe County, North Carolina, one mile from Watauga County.

(See enclosed letter by Lyle Bishop explaining that this is the only known Roll Book of Company A, 11* of
NC Home Guard in existence.)

The book is six inches by three and a halfinches and is handmade. The paper has lines and is sown between
a picce of leather, used for backing. There are approximately twenty pages, with writing on both sides of
most pages. The pages are not uniform in size and the book has been written starting from both the front
and the back, with some of the writing appearing upside down on certain pages. There appears to be three
different handwritings and a few of the entries were made after Isaac Wilson was killed by “Bushwhackers”.
(He was home for a few days and was shot in the back while plowing his field on June 17, 1864.)

“The book was Isaac Wilson's personal notebook recording money paid and money owed. There are also
‘accounts of how many bushels of thrashed wheat went to different people. He refers to paying people for
cotton and “breaking flax". He also recorded paying for pasturing horses. On page 30 he has collected
money to buy bonds in Morganton, NC and has signed the list s “Balance is my own” and signed his name.
“The handwriting here is the same as the lists of men’s names on the Roll Call dated March 17, 1864.

Isaac Wilson's brother-in-law, Wilbum Greer moved to Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1886. His sister,
Polly Greer Jones, and her husband, William Jones, had previously moved into the home of Jesse and
Frankie Greer, Isaac Wilson's In-Laws.) They were given the family property in exchange for looking after
Polly's parents. When Polly died in Feb. 1889, William Jones kicked Frankie and Jesse Greer out of their
home. They ended up in an older home in Banner EIK, next to their son, Wilbum Greer. They brought their
household goods with them. These included the wil of Frankie Greer's Mother, the Civil War Book, and
framed pictures of Isaac and Caroline Wilson.

William Albert Wilson, one of Caroline and Isaac’s sons, wrote a book about what happened during and
after the Civil War. “The Early Life of Wm. Albert Wilson” recalls tales of the “Bushwhackers™ and the
death of 1saac Wilson. The Bushwhackers came from just across the line in Tennessee and most of them
‘were known by name as they were actually neighbors. (The Civil War was just an excuse they used o seal,
‘while most of the men were away fighting in the war.) They were constantly raiding the area where Isaac
Wilson's farm was located. It got so bad that Caroline Wilson buried copper and pewter pots, pans, and
dishes to keep them from being stolen. She buried everything she felt wouldn't be damaged by the dirt. She
‘marked the areas where her belongings were hidden by planting trees, 5o she was able to retreve them afier
the war. Another time, new clothes made for her cight children were hurriedly thrown up on the roof 10 keep
them from being stolen during a night raid. She also 10ld of the time she was sewing a new dress and
hurriedly threw it under her skirt in order to save it from the thieves. She had o pretend that she was 100
frightened to stand up. She sent some household things to her father, Jesse Greer's house for safekeeping
because the raids weren't as severe there. Her Mother, Frankie Greer, chased after them when they stole
butter and honey. Stealing the honey was the final straw for her 5o she decided they weren’t going o get to
enjoy eating it She followed them and when they stopped t0 rest and cat the honey, she threw a rock as hard
as she could and broke the jar. The angry Bushwhacker, named Henry Parsons, charged her with his
bayonet and permancatly injured one of her fingers when he severed an artery. She later referred to her
damaged finger as her Henry Parson Finger.
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Wilson



-



Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



The Wilson



-



Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....



 



 



The last day of our Wilson



-



Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.



 



 



There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.



 



 



Jim is 



descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near



-



by town.



 



 



Ba



nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second



-



home communities located in the western highlands.



 



 



On the grounds of



 



Lees



-



McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.



 



 



In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806



-



1892) and



 



Frances Bro



wn Greer, Jr. 



(1810



-



1905).



 



 



When Isaac Wilson (1822



-



1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and



 



Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and 



stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.



 



 



 



 



Below,



 



left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,



 



 



Charles,



 



Chase and Jennifer



 



Bundy, Bryan Payne,



 



Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman 



Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr



.



 



 



 



Caroline's son, The 



Rev. William A. Wilson,



 



wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,



 



was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son



-



in



-



law's side.



 



 



He 



carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements fo



r the funeral.



  



The father of Isaac, Hiram 



Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.



  



 



Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers 



home invasions as law and order broke down in the moun



tain communities near



 



the end of the War.
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[bookmark: 3485153345223680015]Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XV 

The Retirement of Dave Wright
by Glenn N. Holliman

Over many articles I have been posting information on Damascus, Virginia and the life of my Great Uncle and Aunt, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright.  The couple lived in the small mountain town until time ran out for Dave in 1962 and Pearl in 1980.  Childless, they generously raised two nieces and a nephew who came to live with them in 1923 when Pearl's sister-in-law died.  For two generations, Dave kept the lights on literally in town first as the manager of the Damascus Light and Power Company and later Appalachian Power.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-PQoiwTlyVXY/T8Ig99wBFBI/AAAAAAAADyA/twbQONzONLg/s400/1940s+ca+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+(2).jpg]









Right, Pearl and Dave Wright.  The unidentified child may be a great niece.



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-wFii0BTlxAg/T8IkCrwsEMI/AAAAAAAADyM/JfoVlnm_9tA/s400/1949+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+honored.jpg]

Dave on the far right at a civic function.  The men shaking hands are not identified.  

Nor are those below.  Perhaps these photos, ca. 1950, will strike a memory with someone in Damascus, Virginia.  By 1950,a niece's husband, E.F. Akers, ran the Beaver Chemical Company.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-oYcVy_LFICk/T8IkiSOO6rI/AAAAAAAADyU/cYXvrDmXbMM/s400/1940s+Damascus,+VA+unknown.jpg]















After retirement in 1952, Dave repaired radios from his home.  He died in 1962.  Pearl would live another 18 years, passing away in 1980.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-b-BT2ZY_Pi4/T8Ilan6VJuI/AAAAAAAADyc/gsC70xK__GY/s400/1949+Dave+Wright,+Damascus,+VA.jpg]



Next, some memories from Pearl Osborne Wright....

6/25/12

[bookmark: 1869121484063161874]Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XVI 

A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part I
by Pearl Osborne Wright

In 1970, my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright wrote of her first memories of Damascus, Virginia.  She was 80 years old at the time.  The mountain communities of that part of Appalachia moved literally from a frontier environment to modern America in her lifetime.  Her remembrances, now available at New River Notes on the web, capture the passing of the 19th Century.- Glenn N. Holliman


"The year was 1897.  I was seven years old when my parents, George and Frances Wilson Osborne, left Boone, North Carolina to make their home on a farm near Blountville, Tennessee.  Our furniture was packed in wagons.  Father, Mother, Aunt Alta Osborne and her baby son Lawrence, and I rode in a beautiful black surrey, one of those that inspired the song, 'Surrey with the fringe on Top'." (Pearl omits the presence of her own baby sister, Mayme Torrence Osborne Stansbery.)

Below, not a surrey but an unknown young lady of Damascus, Virginia tries to pull a wagon and two other females.  The lady in the black hat, I believe, is Pearl Osborne Wright. This picture may have been around 1910.  Notice the light pole which carried electricity. Pearl's husband, David, was in charge of the local electric generator for the community.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XA-ivsOeQiI/T8IrS2JX9dI/AAAAAAAADyo/NNL5wvbKjvg/s400/1910s+Pearl+possibly+with+friends.jpg]
"The trip was a lark for my five older brothers as they walked, ran along beside or sometimes rode the furniture-bearing wagons.  I helped care for Baby Lawrence.  He wore long white dresses and petticoats, all tucked and lace-trimmed.  It kept us all busy keeping him happy on such a long trip.  We travelled along with other wagons until we reached Damascus.  Here our trail turned westward.  My father was very impressed with the Damascus community, and I think he secretly planned to return there to live.

One of the highlights of our journey happened just north of Damascus. The Beaver Creek had to be forded at what was later known as Vail's Mill.  The furniture laden wagons had gone ahead and were across the creek.  Our horses had entered the water, slowly pulling the surrey.  As we reached the half-way mark in the river, one of the wheels hit a large rock, and we could not move.  After much splashing, wading, pulling and pushing, we reached the bank.  The wheel was repaired and we were on our way again.  The rest of the journey was uneventful.

After we had settled on the farm and had things going smoothly, my father bought and successfully operated a large mercantile store in Blountville."

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mxjOVDz5mDw/T8JHdf4n75I/AAAAAAAADy0/TW9sb7KjuQw/s400/1899+circa+G.W.+&+Frances+W.+Osborne+and+family.jpg]

Above, photographed is the George Washington and Frances Wilson Osborne family that made the wagon trek from Cave Cove, North Carolina through Damascus, Virginia to Blountville, Tennessee in 1897.  This picture was made in that time period.  Front row left to right: Bill Osborne (1892-1968, G.W. Osborne (1844-1927), Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940) and Mayme Osborne Stansbery (this writer's grandmother, 1896-1943).  Back row: Bascom Wilson Osborne (1887-1970), Leroy Osborne (1879-1948) Pearl Osborne Wright (the author of these memories, 1890-1980)) and Bishop Osborne (1881-1965).  Also on the trip but not pictured were Toby Osborne (1876-1951), his wife, Alta Holtsclaw Osborne (d 1933), and their son, Lawrence.


Next more of Pearl Osborne Wright's family and community reflections.... 
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A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part II
by Pearl Osborne Wright


We continue the memories of my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright concerning her youth and marriage to David Wright in 1911. - Glenn N. Holliman

"The depression (the country experienced a severe economic turn down in 1907) and news of the rapidly developing town of Damascus reached us.  In 1908, my family left Blountville, Tennessee and came to Damascus.  My father, G. W. Osborne, bought and operated a mercantile store near the center of town.  He also bought a big white house near the store and mother, Frances Wilson Osborne, rented rooms to some of the many people moving into town.  (The lumber business was booming in the early 1900s.) Damascus had really grown since our first trip in 1897."

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-HvESJxcgmJE/T8PIyF-Wv1I/AAAAAAAADzc/x6gEoQrfQRM/s400/1910s++Damascus,+VA+,m+Pearl+Oborne+Wright,+rt.jpg]



Above, Pearl Osborne Wright in white on the right, newly wed, with an unknown friend in Damascus, Virginia in the 1910s.


"There were several stores, a bank, two churches and numerous lovely houses between the two rivers.  Before there had been only three houses and a store.  By 1910, the first train came to Damascus.  The main street was a wide smoothly scraped road with board side walks on each side.  The Damascus Light and Power Company supplied the town with electricity.  R. Dave Wright, who would later be my husband, was an employee of this company."

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-bzcJLTK7ER8/T8PJ8lct4wI/AAAAAAAADzk/XjxSJfUXWBs/s400/1900s+Damascus,+VA+unknown+baby2.jpg]

Right, an unidentified baby on a new sidewalk in Damascus, Virginia ca. 1910.








"After living in Damascus for two years, my parents moved again.  This time to Afton, Tennessee (near Greenville).  There my father owned and operated a larger store.  In 1911, Dave Wright came to Afton to ask me to be his wife.  We were married in Greenville, Tennessee and came back to Damascus to live."

Below, Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright  with friends brave the Backbone Rock ca. 1910. Note their fashionable climbing outfits - young men in hats, ties and white shirts, and the ladies in long dresses and stylish blouses.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-jopDLxe028A/T8PK26Td8fI/AAAAAAAADzs/yqGUY9qzP4s/s400/1910s+Damascus,+VA+Dave+Wright+and+friends.jpg]



Next yet more memories of Damascus, Virginia from Pearl Osborne Wright....

7/19/12

[bookmark: 7489542357060921156]Some Families of Damscus, Virginia, Part XVIII 


A Damascus (Virginia) Story, Part III
by Pearl Osborne Wright


This is the third and last installment of memories by my Great Aunt Pearl Osborne Wright (1890-1980) of her life in Damascus, Virginia.  In 1911, she married Dave Wright and joined him in Damascus, leaving her parents, G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, in Afton, Tennessee. - Glenn N. Holliman


"Our first home was a small upstairs apartment in the telephone office building. Dave continued to work for the Damascus Light and Power Company.  Later we bought and moved into the house owned by Ollie Weaver.

The Damascus Light and Power Company was bought by the Appalachian Power Company, and Dave became manager of the Damascus branch.  We bought and moved into the house presently owned by Harold 'Joe' Lamb.

Dave was always interested in anything involving electricity.  He operated the moving picture machines for years.  When radio came into being, he built a miniature house containing a speaker and hung it on a wire over the street in front of our house.  Music could be heard on the street in the lower end of town."

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3NKOfqVRze0/T8PgcTZ9-tI/AAAAAAAAD0c/k0e6dQZiKXY/s400/1949+Pearl+&+Dave+Wright,+Damascus,+VA+-+Copy.jpg]


Above, Pearl Osborne and David Wright take their ease, ca. 1950, in front of their home by the junction of the two rivers in Damascus, Virginia.


"At the death of my sister-in-law her three children came to live with Dave and me.  The two girls, Doris (Mrs. E. F. Akers) and Gladys (Mrs. Howard Adama), lived with us until they married and moved into their own homes.  Their brother, Bascom, entered the navy, when he became of age.

Due to illness, Dave retired from the power company in late 1951.  We built more rooms to his radio.l  Hazel and Wayne McConnell lived there until they built their own home below Damascus in 1965.  When Dave passed away (1962), I sold the big house and moved into the small one.  It is my home today."

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-w-FMphUSIZs/T8PfI0XaxrI/AAAAAAAAD0U/WCLJJeKNrJ4/s640/1951+12+Damascus,+VA+Dave+retires.jpg]



Above David Wright, one of the persons who day after day keep our communities going, at his retirement party, Christmas 1951.  Below, his wife of fifty years, celebrated her 80th birthday in 1970, the year she wrote these reflections on life in a small valley town nestled in a beautiful part of the Appalachian Mountains. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-aiIK-uKlnyo/T8Pi2hXl82I/AAAAAAAAD0k/-lSUVvFCkpQ/s400/1970+Damascus,+VA+Pearl+Wright+at+Akers,+80th+birthday.jpg]


Thanks for reading the past 18 articles on Dave and Pearl Osborne Wright.  My thanks to cousins Bob and Rob Adema and Phyllis Akers Mink for sharing of family photographs.
....next posting, more on the extended family of my Mother, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick

7/28/12

[bookmark: 2368635910435925958]Greer-Wilson Family History Tour 2012 

by Glenn N. Holliman
A Second Great Grandson of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer

   In June 2012 26 descendants and married partners of Greer and Wilson families of Western North Carolina gathered for three days of touring home and grave sites, educating themselves on ancestral history and getting to know and enjoy each other.  With permission, their photos are featured in this and forthcoming articles along with stories of our ancestors - frontier persons who braved Mother Nature, Native Americans, Tories, the British Army and eventually their neighbours to settle and thrive in the highlands of the North Carolina, Tennessee and Virginia borders.

   Relatives from six states and Canada first gathered for dinner in Boone, North Carolina, introduced themselves and reviewed the agenda for the coming two days.  Some were only able to attend part of the busy schedule; others managed the entire program.  Co-hosts for the tour were Clinton Getzinger and yours truly.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-SAY3Hotgo8I/T_BryG2-J3I/AAAAAAAAEBw/6CwnGKv1Rlk/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+June+25+dinner.JPG]


Above are sixteen distant cousins.  Left to right sitting around the table are: Lois Ann Howard Adams, her sister Trula Howard Muse, Trula's daughter - Cathy Muse, Dr. Greg Adams, Roby Howard, Jr. and his wife, Dorthy.  Standing left to right are Chase Bundy, his mother - Jennifer Bundy and her husand, Charles Bundy.  Continuing are Shirley Sorrell in pink, Bob Adema and his wife, Gayle followed by Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, then her daughters Becky Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy and finally far right, Bryan Daniel Payne, son of Becky Payne.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/--keU5M050zw/T_BtT70DWEI/AAAAAAAAEB8/DFbrcky8KUM/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Betty+Ackers,+Bina+Gray+and+Connie+Burns+examine+Frankie+Osbornes+diary.JPG]

Earlier that first day, Betty Ankers, Bina Gray and her daughter, Connie Burns visited the archives at Appalachian State University to examine the fragile diary of their ancestral aunt, Frances Wilson Osborne who from 1912 - 1940 recorded her many visits to Ashe and Watauga Counties to visit kin folk.


Also in the archives is memorabilia of The Rev. William A. Wilson who in the 1930s wrote of the Civil War bushwhacking of his father, Isaac Wilson in 1864.


Photos of other cousins and stories of ancestors in the next post.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 11:17 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bina Gray, Cathy Muse, Chase, Connie Burns, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Greg Adams, Jennifer Bundy, Jr, Jr. Bob Adema, Lois Ann Adams, Roby Howard, Shirley Sorrell, Trula H. Muse 



Greer-Wilson History Tour, 2012 Part II 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The picture below was taken in September 2011 at Lois Ann Howard Adams home in Tennessee. With her on the left in blue is a distant cousin, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick.  Both attended the June 2012 Greer-Wilson dinner in Boone, North Carolina.  Although kin to each other and living only 20 miles apart in the 1930s and 1950s, they had never met before until cousin Clinton Getzinger introduced them via email.
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-SRSmhuRv1KU/T_GmLFWxosI/AAAAAAAAECc/kqo_QL6c8Pc/s400/2011+9+Mountain+City,+TN+farm+of+Lois+Ann+Howard+Adams+and+Geraldine+Stansbery.JPG]
Below is a photograph of 'Gerry' taken with her grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, in 1929. 
Lois Ann had it in her family photograph collection, never seen before by Gerry until 2011, over 80 years after the picture was taken.

 Frankie Osborne (1851-1940) is a daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  She married George Washington Osborne in 1867 at the Wilson homeplace in Sutherland, North Carolina.  They had seven children to live to maturity, one being Mayme Torrence Osborne (1896-1943) who married Charles S. Stansbery of Afton, Tennessee in 1914.  They had three children, one being Geraldine Stansbery, who is the mother of Glenn Holliman, this writer, and Becky Payne and Alice Murphy who attended the June 2012 family tour.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sS8IlYdyXeE/T_GnLSHtKJI/AAAAAAAAECk/5sevACg57xA/s400/1929+ca+Mountain+City,+TN+Geraldine+Stansbery+&+Frankie+Osborne.jpg]



Below courtesy of Shirley Sorrell are from left to right, Dr. Greg Adams with his arm around Lois Ann Howard Adams, his aunt, and Trula Howard Muse, Lois Ann's sister.  This was taken at the Boone, North Carolina dinner in June 2012.﻿

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-0RnW7RULXMc/UBbnDUNhNUI/AAAAAAAAET8/Ca1aozPcE_I/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Greg+Adams,+Lois+Ann+Adams+Howard+and+Trudy+Adams.JPG]




Next posting, a Lois Ann Howard Adams picture with Frances (Frankie) Wilson Osborne and more photographs of the 2012 dinner.... 

8/17/12

[bookmark: 8511754460467268182]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part III 

by Glenn N. Holliman

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-We_cObwEpSA/T_GpeWOiRGI/AAAAAAAAECw/Hag75AbGeYc/s400/1931+ca+Damascus,+VA,+Frances+Wilson+Osborne+and+Lois+Howard+Adams,+grand+daughter+of+Alice+Osborne+Snyder+of+Mountain+City,+TN.jpg]

Frances Wilson Osborne, one of the daughters of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, holds Lois Ann Howard Adams in 1932.  In the previous article, a photograph of Frankie holding a grand daughter, Geraldine Stansbery, was posted.

Lois Ann is the daughter of Roby (1891-1982) and Hallie Synder Howard (1897-1950).  Hallie is the daughter of Jacob and Alice Osborne Synder.  In turn, Alice is the daughter of Frank and Emaline Wilson Osborne. 

'Frankie' (1851-1940) is a sister of Ema (1850 -1919) and the writer of a diary from 1912-1940 that records the names and events of many of her Wilson brothers, sisters and their descendants.  This writer has a scanned document of the diary.  The original is now in the  Appalachian State University's archive's collection concerning the Wilson family of western North Carolina.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-mJbiffHKEcw/T_Grk4vlbSI/AAAAAAAAEC4/KB2LOG8-Lks/s400/2012+6+Boone,+NC+Roby+Howard,+Jr.+and+Gerry+Feick+at+dinner.JPG]

Roby Howard, Jr., a brother of Lois Ann Howard Adams, shares the June 2012 Boone, NC dinner with his distant cousin, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick.








In this photograph at the dinner are Trula Howard Muse, Roby's sister, and her daughter, Cathy Muse.﻿

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P1q9iZ7dcJo/UBboNMmhReI/AAAAAAAAEUE/NmidzAeLgpk/s320/2012+6+Boone,+NC+mother+and+daughter,+Truda+Adams.JPG]



Next posting, more on the families of Lois Ann Howard Adams, the Greers and the Wilsons of western North Carolina pioneer stock. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Frances Wilson Osborne, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jr., Lois Ann Howard Adams, Roby Howard 

8/30/12

[bookmark: 796882886452788440]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part IV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Our first full day of our Greer-Wilson ancestral tour began in Todd, Ashe County, North Carolina, now a ghost town as the Virginia Creeper railroad has long ceased to carry forest products from the mountains.  Todd is located on Highway 194, north of Boone and south of West Jefferson.

Left to right are Gayle Adema, wife of Bob Adema, a descendant of Frances Wilson Osborne. On the far right is Gerry Stansbery Holliman Feick, likewise descended from Frances Osborne.  In the middle is Shirley Sorrell who records her descent from John and Rebecca Wilson.  John was a brother of Frances Wilson Osborne.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vsCnXp1SHAU/T_Srqikh3BI/AAAAAAAAEDc/QsNcQxK2z8E/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Gayle+Adema,+Shirley+Sorrell+and+Gerry+Feick.JPG]




Below, notice the Baptist Church sign and the name South Fork. Todd is on the South Fork of the New River, one of the oldest rivers in the world.  There are dozens of small Baptist Churches in the mountains of western North Carolina.  The Second Great Awakening swept through the Appalachians in the early 1800s. 

Conservative and emotional Protestantism remains a major cultural force in the mountains as it appears to have been in the lives of our highland ancestors.  These churches helped tame the rough and ready energies of the frontier settlers and the generation that followed.  Schools and benevolent institutions followed in the backwash of the Great Awakening, and the moral tone of society considerably improved.



[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-Hbb2PGecV4I/T_SuEkDS6LI/AAAAAAAAED4/zu5BmXnObgs/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Bryan+Payne+reviews+history+marker.JPG]Bryan Payne, descendant of Frances Wilson Osborne, reads the Todd historical marker, a community where his Greer ancestors once lived.  


Next article we go to the Todd cemetery which contains the mortal remains of Jesse and Mary 'Polly' Greer III. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bryan Payne, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Shirley Sorrell 

/10/12

[bookmark: 2110443799149317145]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part V 

by Glenn N. Holliman

Jesse and Mary Morris Greer, Sr...their lives and resting places....

Just south of the Todd, North Carolina crossroads on Highway 194, up on a rise and invisible from the road, is a pioneer cemetery.  The grass road is hard to spot, and some of us on our June 2012 family tour, discovered difficult to climb!  Below Alice Holliman Murphy leads the way for some relatives who decided to walk rather than ride.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JeWjsfVPHZs/T_cKtK1yfcI/AAAAAAAAEEs/OSRXn-FKjZk/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Alice+climbs.JPG]



Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778-1869) was a son of Benjamin Greer, a Revolutionary War hero, and Nancy Wilcoxson, a niece of Daniel Boone.  Feisty like his fore bearers, Jesse left home in a huff at age 16, and at age 21 eloped in 1800 with a 13 year old girl named Mary 'Polly' Morris (1787-1880).


Today, this great grandfather would have been incarcerated for corrupting the morals of a minor, statutory rape or worse.  However, Jesse crossed on stilts (of all things) a fork of the New River, to 'childnap' his bride.  With Mary on his back along with a rifle and, one suspects, with an outraged father right behind them, Jesse re-forded the shallow river still on his stilts escaping with his precious load.  The couple quickly found a relative with some legal standing to marry them, and they settled down in the Todd area and eventually had 17, yes, 17 children!


Below, Betty Ankers and Clinton Getzinger photograph the grave stones of Jesse and Mary Morris. Behind them are Jim Gray and Connie Burns.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-XP9YBAEThBk/T_cNRr-QFrI/AAAAAAAAEE4/B0qIfGFWGnI/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Betty+Akers,+Clinton+Gitziner+and+Connie+Burns+at+graves+of+Jesse+and+Mary+Morris+Greer,+3rd.JPG]





[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ci9yTP_oN0w/T_cO8PlF4LI/AAAAAAAAEFA/x0XT76FqdtI/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Sr.+grave.JPG]

 Jesse Greer, Sr. is the father of Jesse Greer, Jr, (1806-1892) who is the father of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), my generation's great, great grandmother whose husband was 'bushwhacked' at their Ashe County, North Carolina home during the Civil War.  All on this family tour are descended from or married into the Greer-Wilson families.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-TbUqN_Zxz3M/T_cPFr_-DgI/AAAAAAAAEFI/PTRuwixzvAY/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Mary+Morris+Greer+grave.JPG]

Jesse Greer, Sr. lies at peace on a knoll overlooking the Todd valley.  His soul was not always at rest as he vividly described in a testimony of faith he wrote and was transcribed by his son Jesse Greer, Jr.


Next week, the words of Jesse Sr. and his "Small Travail'. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Benjamin Greer, Betty Ankers, Clinton Getzinger, Connie Burns, Jesse Greer, Mary Morris, Nancy Wilcoxson Greer 

9/20/12

[bookmark: 845089928151800199]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VI 

by Glenn N. Holliman

"A Small Travail"

In the early 1800s, the second religious Great Awakening swept across the American frontier and newly founded communities, left behind as the western movement continued to push rapidly across the new United States.  Institutional churches such as the Anglican denomination (now called Episcopalian), the dominant if not the founding church of the original southern colonies, failed to move aggressively to plant churches and provide clergy to minister to the small, isolated villages popping up in the mountain coves and rural landscapes of the newly minted nation.

Into this void came the Baptist and Methodist denominations, both with little ritual in worship and whose clergy were often under-educated.  But the pastors, ordained or otherwise, could preach, and preach they did emotionally of a doctrine of sin, damnation and personal salvation.  Camp meetings and open air revivals, attracted families for miles around.  Many came, were converted and their lives strengthened spiritually.  One such person who left his testimony, was Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778-1869).

Below, the Todd, North Carolina Cemetery where Jesse and Mary Morris Greer lie buried, overlooks a beautiful valley surrounded by high mountains covered again with forests.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-rihgrNpOTAU/UAWhbS_bLQI/AAAAAAAAELo/tQpn4CkSAjo/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Greer+graves.JPG]


He experienced a spiritual conversion experience in 1815, and as he wrote in his notebook, ‘the Gall of Bitterness’ fell away.  Whatever were the sins of this emotional, evidently impulsive ancestor?  Womanizing, drinking, horse stealing, fighting, gambling or swearing – all of the above?  He admits to some of these ‘sins’ in his confession of repentance copied below. Cousin Annie Heaton of Elk Park, North Carolina has his notebook and words written in pencil, which evidently were copied by his son Jesse Greer, Jr.  Here they are below with original spelling.  The cadence of his words capture the feeling and the emotion of his Great Awakening.


A Smawl travil of Jesse Grear, Sr.



“He was born the son of Benjamine and Nancy Grear in Wilkes County North Carolina on the 14th November 1778. then traveled on to the year of maturity under a tender father and mother and at 16 years old I left my Parents much Against their will. then serving the Devil was all my delight. till the year 1800, then married Polly Morris which was born a daughter of Henry and Franky Morris on the 17th september 1787. then went on in the Gall of Bitteness as tho there was no soul to save or to be lost. til the year 1810, at the Baptism of Brother Benjamin, I Began to think that my soul must dwell with the rich man. then I betook my self to trying to pray for about ten months. 

But the Devil pursuaded me it was so hard that I could pray no longer. But betook myself to cursing and swearing and drinking and all kinds of sin til the year 1814. very Gardless we went to meeting to the Oldfeel [Old Field] meeting house but there was no ministry Came to preach. but as they thought proper that they should sing and pray one of them began and as I set I saw a small child about twelve or thirteen years old crying as if He would Breake her heart. and it seamed to strike me like a Clap of Thunder, to think that God was at work with such small Children and I still in the gall of bitterness then I went hence trying to pray. but it oppressed? to me that God would not hear my weak pertishion. 

I soon began to think that I had passed the day of grace and soon betook my self to my friends and to the people of god to see if they could give any Conslation. but I had to go moving through the wilderness until 1815. I had been from home and on my return home some hour in the night I thought if I was lost I would die a praying. and as I was trying to pray I thought that my Blessed Jesus meet with me and Bid me not fear. then I went home Rejoycing and praising God that I had Been lost But now was found. and in the time to follow his Companion Got a hope that she had made peace with god and we was Received in to the Baptist Church and was Baptised on the 4th Sunday in June 1815.” 


     As we read his words today – he must have been a tormented soul – we hope he was happier.  Whatever could his terrible sins had been?  Maybe he neglected his children; he sure did not neglect his wife, the mother of his 17 children!

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-trl3y5JFK4c/UAWlOynT-_I/AAAAAAAAEL4/DAKgav1bsCQ/s400/2012+6+Todd,+NC+Jennifer+Bundy+examines+grave+stone+of+Jesse+Greer,+Sr.++Clinton+Getziner+looks+on..JPG]

  A morning sun scatters rays through the tall trees of the North Carolina highlands as  descendants of Jesse Greer, Sr. tend to his rustic gravestone.



Next post, more of the Wilson-Greer Tour....

9/30/12

[bookmark: 8508357670839308853]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VII 

by Glenn N. Holliman



Family History at the Ashe County Historical Museum....



 After leaving the Todd Cemetery and community, the Greer-Wilson family tour motored into Jefferson, North Carolina, county seat of  the north west region of North Carolina tucked up against Tennessee and Virginia.  The old court house now serves as the Ashe County Historical Museum and that was our next destination.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-6tweFob2Mlk/UBbf0fIN2cI/AAAAAAAAETI/FQCDbp1xQXk/s400/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+the+museum.JPG]



Below, Don  Long, center, curator of the Ashe County, North Carolina Historical Museum greeted our Greer-Wilson Family Tour group in June 2012, and told us stories of Benjamin Greer and Benjamin Cleveland, area Revolutionary War heroes.  Attractive and well-displayed, the local history museum contains exhibits on pioneer days, the coming of the Railroad, the Revolutionary and Civil Wars and early 19th century occupations of the county.  Visible in this photograph left to right are Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Becky Holliman, Don Long, Bob and Gayle Adema and Charles Bundy.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QuWh87patdw/UBbfNAukmeI/AAAAAAAAESw/b46cfhWaxUE/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+the+Ashe+County+Historical+Museum+led+by+curator+Don+Long.JPG]





[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-VsHBptD3oNY/UBbfjoH1IZI/AAAAAAAAETA/ndKEvBoYKRA/s320/2012+6+Jefferson%252C+NC+Becky+at+the+map.JPG]Becky Holliman Payne, a fifth great grand daughter of Benjamin Greer, points out a picture of her sixth great uncle, one Daniel Boone, whose niece married Benjamin Greer in the 1770s.  All present on the tour share the same historic lineage.

Bryan P. Payne, son of Becky Payne, met another Mr. Payne, a volunteer at the museum.  The Paynes have a southern and mountain lineage similar to the Greers and Wilson in our family trees.﻿

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-8Uod5_RHhRc/UBbiPsVf1SI/AAAAAAAAETc/nRAzrQnv0Q0/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+Bryan+and+Mr.+Payne.JPG]

Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy examine artifacts at the museum.  Numerous rooms in the old court house are dedicated to various themes in the history of Ashe County.﻿

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-VCMC3K_3888/UBbjUEuyvxI/AAAAAAAAETk/sPSL7Uy9Paw/s400/2012+6+Jefferson,+NC+Charles,+Chase+and+Jennifer+Bundy+at+museum.JPG]



Next post more photographs and stories of our Greer-Wilson Family Tour of the Highlands of Western North Carolina...all in search of ancestral knowledge....﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Bryan Payne, Chase and Charles Bundy, Jennifer Bundy 



10/9/12

[bookmark: 4654345394633427804]Greer-Wilson Family Tour, 2012 Part VIII 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Tour continued to the North Fork of the New River in Western Ashe County, North Carolina...

Below the 5,000 foot and higher peaks of Ashe County, North Carolina are visible from the front porch of the ancestral home of Shirley Sorrell, who kindly opened her home in the western part of the county to her distant cousins.  The house was the home of her grandmother, Mamie Wilson Donnelly, a daughter of John and Rebecca Wilson.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4SmZsD7RuGs/UEza1x7r5rI/AAAAAAAAEWs/B1n8gJcebJ0/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+Shirley+Sorrell's+house.JPG]


Shirley has a remarkable collection of Wilson-Greer photographs and pictures dating back to Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson, her great, great grand parents.  Below Mrs. Sorrell holds framed likenesses of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911) and Isaac Wilson (1822-1864).

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-KLTTiy_A-Zs/UEzbuJuuW1I/AAAAAAAAEW0/Hv5ac8lgS0M/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell+with+pictures+of+Caroline+and+Isaac+Wilson.JPG]


Shirley shared another portrait which according to family tradition is also of Isaac and Caroline although the second pictures are dissimilar.  Below Connie Burns closely inspects the second dual portrait.  Bryan Payne and Connie both dismantled the second dual portrait but found no names identifying for certain the couple.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-pCV3UgwY2sY/UEzcfTQohZI/AAAAAAAAEW8/dfvnP-OBozs/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Connie+Burns+checks.JPG]



[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tdAJ-LbirZc/UEzdm54xLvI/AAAAAAAAEXI/O1yskFNSOac/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Connie+Burns+and+Bryan+Payne.JPG]

Alas, however, in September 2012 while Shirley Sorrell and Glenn Holliman were comparing photographs, they spotted in the digital folder of Annie Heaton a copy of the above picture, and solved the family mystery!

Next, the mystery solved! 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:22 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Connie Burns, Shirley Sorrell

10/19/12

[bookmark: 1121595445531575749]Wilson-Greer Family Tour, Part IX 

by Glenn N. Holliman

A Family Mystery Solved...continued from previous post....

Family tradition in the Shirley Sorrell line of the Wilsons and Donnellys identified the couple  below as Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Shirley has had qualms about this identification and asked distant cousins on the June 2012 Wilson Greer Family Tour to examine the pictures.  The picture on the right is Caroline Wilson Greer (1828-1911), Shirley's great great grandmother.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-H_VMaFofT9o/UGMqGwBUU1I/AAAAAAAAEkE/B2rmGgfjU9o/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Caroline+Wilson+or+not.JPG]









Below Bryan Payne snaps the mysterious portrait which hangs over the mantle in Shirley's Ashe County home.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-xmnJXDUUldQ/UGMqvbvxmGI/AAAAAAAAEkk/EPChUxH9Qcw/s320/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Bryan+shoots+mystery+picture.JPG]

 

The mystery identification was solved in September when Shirley and this writer sat down together and reviewed the photograph file of Annie Heaton, a cousin through Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. Below a photo taken in March 2012 of Annie reviewing her Greer memorabilia.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-F52yo1niLV4/UGSkeUlLkxI/AAAAAAAAElY/sLbVJ3uLoUA/s320/2012+3+Heaton,+NC+Annie+Heaton+and+memorabilia.JPG]

 

 And here we have it, William Wilson (1823 -1893) and his wife Cindrilla Reece Wilson (1829-1911) great grandparents of Annie Heaton.  Shirley Sorrell has no idea how her family came into possession of the portrait but is giving it to Annie's branch of the Wilson-Greer family.  

 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-JcA0JjEgUJg/UGSloKM0F_I/AAAAAAAAEmA/--30gRieZo0/s400/1860s+ca+William+Wilson+and+Cindrilla+Reece+Wilson.jpg]

 

The Tour resumes....next post.

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:00 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Cindrilla Reece Wilson, Shirley Sorrell, William Wilson 

11/1/12

[bookmark: 7523590676105631216]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part X 

by Glenn N. Holliman

We continue our June 2012 tour of Wilson and Greer family sites in western North Carolina.  Below is the Donnelly Store at the corner of Highway 88 and Oscar Wilson Road in Sutherland, North Carolina.  The general store and auto garage has been operated by the Donnelly families for several generations.  Bruce Donnelly married Torrance Wilson in 1906, who was a grand daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson. 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PGAkqU7YEJQ/UFIiFfu89PI/AAAAAAAAEb4/HpLcj4EGM3M/s400/2009+7+Donnely+Store,+Oscar+Cove+Rd,+Ashe+Co.NC.jpg]

 ﻿
Below Joanne Donnelly, widow of Joe Donnelly, a son of Bruce and Torrence Wilson Donnelly, waits on Bob and Gayle Adema.  Bob is a great, great grandson of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Bob and Gayle came from Canada for this return to his family roots.  Visiting a genuine country store was a treat for all of us, where we stocked up on cold soft drinks. Larry Donnelly, son of Joanne and Joe, now runs the tire and general store, keeping Donnellys in Wilson Cove for yet another generation.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-nvLP226_cpI/UFIjKkVO4eI/AAAAAAAAEcA/zgfGbqtKSNg/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Joanne+Donnelly,+Bob+and+Gayle+Adema.JPG]
  

 Below, two sisters and a brother pose at the Donnelly Store.  Left to right from Texas is Alice Holliman Murphy, Rebecca Holliman Payne of Tennessee and the author, Glenn Holliman of Pennsylvania.  All three siblings are great, great grandchildren of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson.  Their great grand parents were G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, also of Sutherland and Cove Creek, North Carolina in the 19th Century.﻿

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-m_473bhtYjM/UFIkGQD3hSI/AAAAAAAAEcQ/UUQs1yEQe9E/s400/2012%2B6%2BSutherland%252C%2BNC%2BAlice%252C%2BBecky%2Band%2BGlenn%2Bat%2BDonnely%2Bstore.JPG]

Next up the Cove to the Wilson Family Cemetery.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:15 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Payne, Bob Adema, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Donnelly Store, Frances Wilson Osborne, Gayle Adema, Glenn Holliman, Joanne Donnelly 

11/12/12

[bookmark: 8680827896963560619]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XI 

by Glenn N. Holliman

In the northwest corner of Ashe County, North Carolina, not far from the Tennessee line, 4 or 5 miles east of Trade, Tennessee is the former Isaac Wilson farm.  Today the land has been subdivided and other families reside in a picturesque cove snugly tucked in some of the highest mountains in the Eastern United States.

Descendants Bryan Payne (D.C.), Shirley Sorrell (North Carolina) and Bob Adema (Canada) stand on the cemetery grounds and gaze further into the Wilson Cove in the direction of the 19th Century Wilson home, now long gone and replaced by more recent structures.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-LTz7xNuTejs/UFdvbbldUFI/AAAAAAAAEgw/H_ul-ysU8A8/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+view+from+cemetery+looking+toward+Wilson+farm+house.JPG]


Here on June 17, 1864, my great great grandfather Isaac Wilson was cruelly shot and killed in ambush while tilling his corn field.  Home of leave from service in the local Confederate Home Guard, local neighbors, Union sympathizers, fired from a tree line, striking him several times in the back.

With him pulling weeds and helping in the cultivation were several of his daughters,  Emaline, Jane, and a 13 year old, Frances Wilson Osborne, my great grandmother (1851-1940).  

In June 2012, numerous descendants of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson visited the cemetery in Oscar Wilson Cove where both lie buried along now with several dozen other of our ancestors.  Among the families now resting in the Wilson Cemetery are, among others, the Donnellys and the Osbornes.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-I7RYVBOgO-4/UFdwr2mkQwI/AAAAAAAAEhA/3h-TN9WPSqM/s400/2012+6+Sutherland+,+NC+Jim+Gray,+Galye+Adema,+Betty+Ankers,+Becky+Payne,+Bob+Adema+and+Shirle+Sorrells+at+Wilson+Cemetery.JPG]

 Jim Gray, Galye Adema, Betty Ankers, Becky Payne, Bob Adema and Shirley Sorrell at Wilson Cemetery gather around the Isaac Wilson marker.  Isaac is believed to have died on the hillside in the background of the above photograph.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-IgapmrWBN7E/UFdyUcCAINI/AAAAAAAAEhI/IGvHEe2fZ0s/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Clinton+Getziner+at+Wilson+cemetery.JPG]One of the most avid Wilson and Forrester family historians is Clinton Getzinger (Virginia) who for years has visited relatives and recorded their stories of his ancestors.  Recently Clinton has published his first novel, Forbidden Romance, based in  part on the lives of Greer, Wilson and Forrester families of the 19th Century.  The book is available at Amazon.com.   Clinton is photographed here  during the family tour which he helped design and organize.

More Next Post on Wilson Cemetery and the Cove....

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:02 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Clinton Getzinger, Emaline Wilson, Frances Wilson Osborne, Gayle Adema, Jim Gray, Shirley Sorrell 

11/24/12

[bookmark: 1775189352468715343]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XII 

By Glenn N. Holliman

The hay had been rolled in the field behind the Wilson Cemetery in late June 2012.  Over 20 ancestors of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson examined the grave sites of our family members of whom most of us had never met.  

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-IbB4BR6RL2E/UGYNfbBh7zI/AAAAAAAAErI/o3gllb8rBNI/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Wilson+graves.JPG]


In 1875, the heirs of Isaac divided the large farm into various subdivisions.  Later, some children such as my great grandmother, Frances Caroline Wilson Osborne, sold their pieces and began to drift away.  Frankie and her husband, G.W. Osborne, moved to Cove Creek, NC and later to Tennesee and Virginia.  The cemetery sits on the parcel, #6 below, labeled Frankie Caroline, just south of Martha Evaline Wilson's plot, #5.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-va8wxYQe8y4/UGYOTlhnMTI/AAAAAAAAErQ/pzuf3tMqu3Y/s400/1875++Sutherland+land+divide.jpg]

 

 

Today the road deeper into the original farm looks like this below.  The dirt and graveled road is named after a descendant, Oscar Wilson.

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-hXlRhsLSwOI/UGYR2vgiN-I/AAAAAAAAErs/p5js9_aFQpQ/s400/2012+6+Sutherland,+NC+Wilson+Cove+road.JPG]

 

More ancestors in the next post....

﻿

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Frances Wilson Osborne, Oscar Wilson. Martha Evaline Wilson



12/5/12

[bookmark: 1561660883069744018]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XIII 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The afternoon was growing late, and only a few of us could make the trip to Henson Chapel, a United Methodist Church and cemetery in Cove Creek, perhaps a dozen or so miles south of Sutherland, North Carolina.  It was late June 2012, and the sun stayed high until evening.  Our goal was the church where G.W. Osborne and Frances Wilson Greer had worshipped when they lived in the Cove from the late 1870s to 1896.  Cove Creek is still largely agricultural although many of the farms have been subdivided into 'mini-estates'.  

The scene below is looking into a valley standing on the Henson Cemetery site viewing the church parking lot and mountains in the distance. Clinton Getzinger and Bob Adema discuss the gravestones.

 

 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ZEqAVTiygog/UGhxHWGEljI/AAAAAAAAEwY/ZoJE_h43dCo/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Clinton+Getziner+and+Bob+Adema+at+Henson+Chapel+Methodist+Cemetery.JPG]

 

Below, Bob and Gayle Adema stand between two Osborne headstones.  The one on the left is of Eddie Carlock Osborne (1886), a son of G.W. (1846 - 1928) and Frances Wilson Osborne (1851-1940).

 

The grave on the right is of Leroy (1879-1948) and Lena Holtsclaw Osborne's daughter, Lucile, who died the day she was born in 1907.  Leroy was a son of G.W. and Frankie Wilson Osborne.  Bob, as is this writer, is a great grandson of G.W. and Frankie.  Both of us are great, great grandsons of Isaac (1822-1864) and Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911).  Bob and Gayle came from Canada to make the family tour with numerous other Wilson-Greer kinfolk.﻿

 

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-3jRxgymqqbI/UGhx5JCxmxI/AAAAAAAAEwg/i0rm2KhKaw4/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Bob+and+Gayle+at+Osborne+graves.JPG]


Below is a close up of the headstone of Eddie Osborne, lonely since his parents left Cove Creek in 1896. 

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-f1di9kA5Bgg/UGhzZpxtMCI/AAAAAAAAEwo/Mf2LzgO_nlQ/s320/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Eddie+G.+Osborne,+2GG+uncle.JPG]
 

The headstone of Lucile Osborne represents the pathos of a infant died at birth.  Both parents, Leroy and Lena Osborne were natives of Cove Creek, evidently living there at the time. Later Roy would spend his life as a farmer in Cleveland, Tennessee.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-4-FFBCll6Fo/UGh0IjJW_wI/AAAAAAAAEww/ivUze-2jWkw/s320/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Lucille+Osborne,+d.+of+Leroy+and+Lena+Holtsclaw+Osborne.JPG]

 

Next, more ancestors resting at Henson Chapel in Cove Creek, Watauga County, North Carolina....

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Bob Adema, Clinton Getzinger, Eddie C. Osborne, Lena Holtsclaw Osborne, Leroy Osborne, Lucile Osborne

12/22/12

[bookmark: 669137535173250081]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XIV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

In this article, I continue a review of the Wilson-Greer Family History tour of June 2012 attended by 25 descendants of my maternal 18th and 19th Century  pioneer ancestors in the mountains and coves of western North Carolina.

One of the graves in the Henson Chapel United Methodist Church Cemetery in Cove Creek, North Carolina is that of Polly Jane Wilson Proffitt (1852-1937), a daughter of Isaac and Caroline Greer Wilson of Sutherland, North Carolina.  Polly Jane was in the corn field with this writer's great grandmother, Frances Wilson Osborne, when their father, Lt. Isaac Wilson of the Confederate North Carolina Home Guard, was 'bushwhacked' and killed by Union sympathizing neighbors in June 1864.  Her grave is below.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-VFr4tqSkpDE/UGiJWBPoeHI/AAAAAAAAExM/lSYh6m2rwJY/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Polly+Wilson+Proffitt.JPG]


Polly married James Harvey Proffitt (sometimes spelled with one 't') of Cove Creek, and many Proffitt kin are buried in Henson Cemetery as the large gravestone below attests.

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-vRXg3pfEoow/UGiK8QAFflI/AAAAAAAAExY/LYf3KMesnsw/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Hensen+Chapel+Cemetery,+Proffitt+section.JPG]


The Proffitts long have been active in the Henson Chapel as the window below suggests.  I believe  my great grandfather, G.W. Osborne was licensed a lay minister in the United Methodist Church in Cove Creek when he lived in the valley in the late 1870s to 1896.  James Harvey Proffitt, memorialized below in a church window, was G.W. Osborne's brother-in-law.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-3xPOxGkAO1Y/UGiLo60PS5I/AAAAAAAAExg/X0iNg0i1f48/s400/2012+6+Cove+Creek,+NC+Proffit+memorial+at+Henson+Methodist+Chapel.JPG]

 

 Below Jame Harvey and Polly Wilson Proffitt, ca 1900.  Photo courtesy of Clinton Getzinger.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-UNNdN1CQ1ZA/UGiQZISZ_NI/AAAAAAAAEx8/dLC-Up1snJY/s320/1860s+circa+James+Proffit+&+Polly+Wilson+Proffitt.jpg]

 

Next post, the Wilson-Greer Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk, North Carolina....



Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 1:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Cove Creek, G.W. Osborne, Henson Methodist Chapel, James Harvey Proffitt, Polly Jane Wilson Proffitt
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Some Families of Damascus, Virginia, Part XV 



 



The Retirement of Dave Wright



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



Over many articles I have been posting information on Damascus, Virginia and the life of my Great Uncle and Aunt, Dave and Pe



arl Osborne Wright. 



 



The



 



couple 



lived in the small mountain town until time ran out for Dave in 1962 and Pearl in 1980. 



 



Childless, they generously raised two nieces and a nephew who came to 



live with them in 1923 when Pearl's sister



-



in



-



law died. 



 



For two generations, Dave kept t



he lights on literally in town first as the manager of the Damascus Light and 



Power Company and later Appalachian Power.



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Right, Pearl and Dave Wright. 



 



The unidentified child may be a great niece.
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[bookmark: 8732024941604331796]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 

by Glenn N. Holliman

The Wilson-Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....

The last day of our Wilson-Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North Carolina.  There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.  Jim is descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near-by town.  Banner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second-home communities located in the western highlands.

On the grounds of Lees-McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.  In the cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806-1892) and Frances Brown Greer, Jr. (1810-1905).  When Isaac Wilson (1822-1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil War, Jesse and Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.  

Below, left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,  Charles, Chase and Jennifer Bundy, Bryan Payne, Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-P-EHfnkb510/UHgpTaD_X-I/AAAAAAAAFF4/QRk5yhtn1Vw/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+at+the+graves+of+Jesse+Greer+and+Frances+Brown+Greer+Jr..JPG]
Caroline's son, The Rev. William A. Wilson, wrote that his grandfather, Jesse, was at the farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son-in-law's side.  He carried his mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over arrangements for the funeral.  The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin at Jesse's behest.   Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in the mountain communities near the end of the War. 

[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-iIqKY8rN-CA/UHgpqVbE4MI/AAAAAAAAFGA/1DdCgeLch7g/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jackie+Burleson,+Jim+and+Annie+Heaton+and+Connie+Burns.JPG]



Above descendant Connie Burns, far right,  remarked over the courage of Frances Brown Greer.   W. A. Wilson described, in the book Neighbor to Neighbor, how his grandmother  confronted Union soldiers who stole food from her daughter's home in the Wilson Cove in Sutherland, North Carolina.  When one young soldier seized the butter pot, the brave Frankie chased him and while scuffling, suffered a deforming permanent injury to a finger from a bayonet thrust!  Left to right: Jackie  Burleson, Jim and Annie Heaton, and Connie Burns.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-NHGU4KoRqvI/UHgp7JACVlI/AAAAAAAAFGI/60w06RTqwng/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Frances+Brown+Greer.JPG]


Above, the monument in Banner Elk to Frances Brown Greer who stood solidly with her family during the darkest days of the American Civil War.  Below the Greer monuments in the foreground, and the Presbyterian Church in the back ground.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-YUfv4nRNqnE/UORd8GeKR-I/AAAAAAAAFXQ/B1yXD1BPYu4/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Presbyterian+cemetery+-+Greers.JPG]


Next post more of Jesse and Frankie and their home in Banner Elk.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Heaton, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Frances Brown Greer, Gayle Adema, Jackie Burleson, Jennifer Bundy, Jesse Greer, Jim Heaton, The Rev. William A. Wilson 
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[bookmark: 5160203579577913064]Wilson-Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XVI 



by Glenn N. Holliman

A Visit to the Jesse Jr. and Frances Brown Greer Banner Elk, North Carolina Home...

After our Wilson-Greer family tour stop June 2012 at the cemetery where Jesse (1806-1892) and Frankie Brown Greer (1810-1905) were buried, cousin Annie Greer Heaton took us to the picturesque home where these ancestors of ours spent their final days.  The home is located on the east side of Banner Elk, North Carolina where Jason Clodfelter, current owner,  welcomed us to the old Greer home, below.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-D6mYulsUasA/UORb_InM_WI/AAAAAAAAFWk/WThVhsCK5BQ/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Jesse+Greer,+Jr.+house.JPG]


Below, Annie Greer Heaton (center) shares insights with Shirley Sorrell (left) and Jackie Burleson (right) at the old Greer home.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-43I2EXnrtT0/UORc7BewxdI/AAAAAAAAFWw/VrlwyxTlQnM/s400/2012+6+Banner+Elk,+NC+Shirley+Sorrell,+Annie+Heaton+and+Jackie+Burleson.JPG]


Annie's parents were Isaac (Ike) Greer (1874-1938) and Dena Wilson Greer (1892-1989).  In Annie's collection is a photograph of Ike and Dena in a buggy around 1910.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-zASR3dTRH-8/UOsWWXREuUI/AAAAAAAAFX0/A9AW6No-nbk/s400/1910%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2BWilson%2Bhome.jpg]



Dena Wilson Greer's parents were Lemuel (1858-1926) and Cornelia Wilson Greer (1869-1952).  

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_3b5ZLpSsis/UOsXig_2myI/AAAAAAAAFYU/aosmTY0iUao/s400/1920%2Bca%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BLemuel%2Band%2BCornelia%2BWilson.jpg]


More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write Glennhistory@ancestry.com for access or to add information. 



Next posting additional family history of the Greers and Wilsons of Banner Elk in the western highlands of North Carolina.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 4:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Cornelia Wilson Greer, Dena Wilson Greer, Isaac (Ike) Greer, Jackie Burleson, Lemuel Greer, Shirley Sorrell 
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Charles,



 



Chase 



and Jennifer



 



Bundy, Bryan Payne,



 



Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie 



Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr



.



 



 



 



Caroline's son, The 



Rev. William A. Wilson,



 



wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,



 



was at the 



farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son



-



in



-



law's side.



 



 



He carried his 



mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over 



arrangements fo



r the funeral.



  



The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin 



at Jesse's behest.



  



 



Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during 



the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in 



the moun



tain communities near



 



the end of the War.



 



 






1/5/13   Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Wilson - Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....     The last day of our Wilson - Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North  Carolina.     There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.     Jim is  descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near - by town.     Ba nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second - home  communities located in the western highlands.     On the grounds of   Lees - McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.     In the  cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806 - 1892) and   Frances Bro wn Greer, Jr. (1810 - 1905).     When Isaac Wilson (1822 - 1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil  War, Jesse and   Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during  the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.         Below,   left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,     Charles,   Chase  and Jennifer   Bundy, Bryan Payne,   Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie  Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr .       Caroline's son, The  Rev. William A. Wilson,   wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,   was at the  farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son - in - law's side.     He carried his  mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over  arrangements fo r the funeral.    The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin  at Jesse's behest.      Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during  the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in  the moun tain communities near   the end of the War.    
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2/2/13   The Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XVII    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Family of Annie Greer Heaton continued....     Below ,  Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick   ( b 1923), great, great grand daughter  of   Jesse Greer, Jr .   (1806  -   1892)   greats  Annie  Greer Heaton   (b 1924), great grand  daughter of the same Jesse.     This picture was taken on the Wilson - Greer family tour  June 2012 at the Jesse and  Frankie Brown Greer Jr . home in Banner Elk, North  Carolina. 'Gerry' grew up in Bristol, Tennessee and Annie in   Banner Elk but these  cousins   did not meet until 2012!             Annie D. Greer Heaton is the daughter of   William Isaac Greer (1874 - 1938 ) , who is  the son of    Wilburn Hardin 'Wib' Greer   (1833 - 1925), who is the son of   Jesse  Greer   Jr. (1806 - 1892).   Caroline Nancy  Greer   (1828 - 1911)  is the daughter of Jesse  Greer, Jr. and the great grandmother of Geraldine Feick.     Geraldine is the grand daughter of  G.W.  and  Frances Wilson Osborne , and   the  daughter of  Charles S.  and   Mayme Osborne Stansbery .     Glenn N. Holliman (this  wr iter), Rebecca Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy are children of Geraldine.     Below,  Connie Burns, Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Holliman Payne  and  Bryan Payne   study materials from the family collection of Annie Greer Heaton .  
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The Family of Annie Greer Heaton continued....


Below, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick ( b 1923), great, great grand daughter of Jesse Greer, Jr. (1806 - 1892) greats Annie Greer Heaton (b 1924), great grand daughter of the same Jesse.  This picture was taken on the Wilson-Greer family tour June 2012 at the Jesse and Frankie Brown Greer Jr. home in Banner Elk, North Carolina. 'Gerry' grew up in Bristol, Tennessee and Annie in Banner Elk but these cousins did not meet until 2012!
 

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-ZethOfMt4KU/UOsdm93Bh4I/AAAAAAAAFY0/qNAoenth-ko/s400/2012%2B6%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2BGerry%2BFeick%2Band%2BAnnie%2BHeaton%2Bconverse.JPG]

 

Annie D. Greer Heaton is the daughter of William Isaac Greer (1874-1938), who is the son of  Wilburn Hardin 'Wib' Greer (1833-1925), who is the son of Jesse Greer Jr. (1806-1892). Caroline Nancy Greer (1828-1911) is the daughter of Jesse Greer, Jr. and the great grandmother of Geraldine Feick.


Geraldine is the grand daughter of G.W. and Frances Wilson Osborne, and the daughter of Charles S. and Mayme Osborne Stansbery.  Glenn N. Holliman (this writer), Rebecca Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy are children of Geraldine.


Below, Connie Burns, Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Holliman Payne and Bryan Payne study materials from the family collection of Annie Greer Heaton.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-yc8e0sR4CIM/UPGKrZ_SzvI/AAAAAAAAFeA/UY0CfgCIBVA/s400/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BConnie%2BBurns%252C%2BAlice%2BMurphy%252C%2BBecky%2Band%2BBryan%2BPayne%2Breview%2Bmaterials.JPG]

 


On the tour observing the Jesse Greer, Jr.  Home  are left to right, Jennifer Bond, Connie Burns, Chase Bond, Betty Ankers, Charles Bond, Gayle and Bob Adema and Annie Greer Heaton.

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-ljSS5ltlJYw/UPF8q7dxU6I/AAAAAAAAFdA/sSl9PskXk8c/s400/2012%2B6%2BBanner%2BElk%252C%2BNC%2Bfamily%2Bat%2BGreer%2Bhouse%2Bsite.JPG]

 

More on the Wilson-Greer Families next Post.... 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 2:04 PM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie Greer Heaton, Becky Payne, Betty Ankers, Bob Adema, Bryan Payne, Connie Burns, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jennifer Bundy
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Annie Greer Heaton shares Family Materials....

Below Annie Greer Heaton describes family papers.  She is flanked on the left by Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick and on the right by her husband, Jim Heaton.  Lunch on this June day in 2012 was held in Heaton, North Carolina, so named by Jim's founding ancestors.


[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-hqiRe0qTdZM/UPW-tfiVi7I/AAAAAAAAFgM/7c9ls9irnAM/s640/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BGerry%2BFeick%252C%2BAnnie%2BHeaton%2Band%2BJim%2BHeaton.JPG]

 

Below Jackie Burleson,  Jason Clodfelter, Gay and Bob Adema and Shirley Sorrell examine some of the fascinating resources Annie has inherited and saved.  One item is the 1860s notebook of Isaac Wilson, the ancestor who was bushwhacked in 1864.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-U8K32ZF6x3U/UPW8ddW1ZYI/AAAAAAAAFfs/zAnCVIN5AmA/s640/2012%2B6%2BHeaton%252C%2BNC%2BJim%2BHeaton%252C%2BJackie%2BBurleson%252C%2BJason%2BClodfelter%252C%2BGayle%2Band%2BBob%2BAdema%2Band%2BShirley%2BSorrells.JPG]

 

 Below are several pages from the notebook August 19, 1863 with details about payment for thrashing.  Notice the names of Farthing, Eggers, Wilson, Reece, Miller and others in the neighborhood of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-M8QNENb3LkE/URFtgXvBg1I/AAAAAAAAFlY/FsU9daBe7Og/s640/img949.jpg]



 A family historian and distant cousin, Mary Floy Katzman, now deceased, examined the notebook in the early 1990s and wrote this revealing review of the historical document of my generation's great, great grandfather, killed 16 June 1864 while plowing his corn field. Click on the review and it should enlarge.  If you wish an email copy, write glennhistory@gmail.com.

 

 [image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-Pu9c9e60A5Q/URFwSdQN39I/AAAAAAAAFl8/lLW4puUCTuU/s1600/1864+Isaac+Wilson+Notebook.jpg]

 

 

 More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. 

 

 Next posting, more treasured documents from the collection of Annie Greer Heaton....

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 3:30 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Bob Adema, Caroline Greer Wilson; Isaac Wilson, Gayle Adema, Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick, Jackie Burleson, Jim Heaton, Shirley Sorrell 
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Genealogical Treasures saved by Annie Heaton....

One of the great delights of research family history is the discovery of distant cousins who have saved materials of our ancestors.  One of these persons is Annie Greer Heaton who generously shared her knowledge of family with many of us in June 2012 in Banner Elk, North Carolina.

The previous winter she opened her family papers  and encouraged me to scan them and share with other descendants of the Greer and Brown families who occupied the highlands of western North Carolina in the early 1800s.  Below Annie makes a point in her North Carolina home.



[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-qgk_36cUmTU/URu9bSpRI9I/AAAAAAAAFrI/lfvaWguBa3o/s400/2012+3+Heaton,+NC+Anne+Heaton.JPG]


One of her documents is a copy of Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's will, the grandmother of Caroline Greer Wilson, or my generation's 4th great grandmother.  I present the will in several sections.  Polly (1791-1838) who died in Ashe County, North Carolina wrote her will in 1838. Her husband, Francis Franklin Brown (1780-1828), was a third generation American descended from German grandparents.  The couple had married in 1815 in Wilkes County, North Carolina.   Unfortunately, we have no information at this time on Polly's ancestry.

In 1838, Martin Van Buren was in the White House and newly independent Texas was a republic, not yet part of the United States. The American frontier was advancing west leaving behind in the highlands of North Carolina, a largely agricultural society of subsistence farms.  As we read the will, one recognizes that our ancestors grew, harvested and stored their own food.  Transportation was by horse, milk directly from one's cows, meat from one's hogs, vegetables from one's tilled soil and clothing from one's sheep.  

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-uKXWkGp9d00/URvAyBqwoFI/AAAAAAAAFrk/UTlWpFG6Uuc/s640/1838+Polly+Brown's+will+1a.jpg]



Polly left daughter Nancy Brown (1818-1900) one black cow, a calf, saddle, a white cow, six two year old hogs, a portion of the household furniture, four head of sheep, ten bushels of corn, 50 pounds of bacon, 15 pounds of lard and 15 bushels of potatoes.  Nancy would marry twice, first to Alexander Baird and then in 1847 to Joseph Greer .  Today, the Baird House is a B and B and still stands along the Watagua River in Sugar Grove (www.bairdhouse.com) not far from Boone, North Carolina.﻿



 [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YpFlXX_MzOo/URvBLOEPdII/AAAAAAAAFrs/mViNp9_Vul8/s640/1838+Polly+Brown's+will+2a.jpg]

To her second daughter, Frances (Franky) Brown (1810-1905), my 3rd great grandmother and mother of Caroline Greer Wilson (1828-1911), Polly designated the following items: a three year old red heifer, a two year old red and white yearling, a second black yearling with a White back, a brown yearling, 13 sheep, a chest, and half of of the house hold furniture, a large pot and the balance of my hogs, 175 pounds of bacon, 100 of lard, 150 bushels of potatoes and the balance of her corn. 

Next post, the remainder of Polly Brown's will and a deeper glance into the economy and reality of early 19th Century America....

More information on the relationships of Greers and Wilsons can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information. 
Also, several family historians collect, scan, save and post photographs and research of Greer, Wilson, Osborne, Forrester and many related families.  If you have something to share, please let us know at the above email address. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 11:07 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]

Labels: Annie Greer Heaton, Frances Brown Greer, Polly Brown 
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‘This book was found in a box of letters, marked “Old Greer Letters” in Mrs. Isaac Greer's attic in
Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1990.

Civil War Book by Lieutenant Isaac Wilson.

“This is believed to be Isaac Wilson's notebook. He was a 2™ Licutenant in the 98 North Carolina Militia
with a date of rank Feb. 19, 1862. Then appointed Quartermaster on June 20, 1862. Then 1* Sgt of
Company A 11® Battalion of North Carolina Home Guard. He was bor in 1822 and was married to
Caroline Greer Wilson, daughter of Frankie and Jesse Greer, Jr. His home was located near the Tenncssce
line in the southwest comer of Ashe County, North Carolina, one mile from Watauga County.

(See enclosed letter by Lyle Bishop explaining that this is the only known Roll Book of Company A, 11* of
NC Home Guard in existence.)

The book is six inches by three and a halfinches and is handmade. The paper has lines and is sown between
a picce of leather, used for backing. There are approximately twenty pages, with writing on both sides of
most pages. The pages are not uniform in size and the book has been written starting from both the front
and the back, with some of the writing appearing upside down on certain pages. There appears to be three
different handwritings and a few of the entries were made after Isaac Wilson was killed by “Bushwhackers”.
(He was home for a few days and was shot in the back while plowing his field on June 17, 1864.)

“The book was Isaac Wilson's personal notebook recording money paid and money owed. There are also
‘accounts of how many bushels of thrashed wheat went to different people. He refers to paying people for
cotton and “breaking flax". He also recorded paying for pasturing horses. On page 30 he has collected
money to buy bonds in Morganton, NC and has signed the list s “Balance is my own” and signed his name.
“The handwriting here is the same as the lists of men’s names on the Roll Call dated March 17, 1864.

Isaac Wilson's brother-in-law, Wilbum Greer moved to Banner Elk, North Carolina in 1886. His sister,
Polly Greer Jones, and her husband, William Jones, had previously moved into the home of Jesse and
Frankie Greer, Isaac Wilson's In-Laws.) They were given the family property in exchange for looking after
Polly's parents. When Polly died in Feb. 1889, William Jones kicked Frankie and Jesse Greer out of their
home. They ended up in an older home in Banner EIK, next to their son, Wilbum Greer. They brought their
household goods with them. These included the wil of Frankie Greer's Mother, the Civil War Book, and
framed pictures of Isaac and Caroline Wilson.

William Albert Wilson, one of Caroline and Isaac’s sons, wrote a book about what happened during and
after the Civil War. “The Early Life of Wm. Albert Wilson” recalls tales of the “Bushwhackers™ and the
death of 1saac Wilson. The Bushwhackers came from just across the line in Tennessee and most of them
‘were known by name as they were actually neighbors. (The Civil War was just an excuse they used o seal,
‘while most of the men were away fighting in the war.) They were constantly raiding the area where Isaac
Wilson's farm was located. It got so bad that Caroline Wilson buried copper and pewter pots, pans, and
dishes to keep them from being stolen. She buried everything she felt wouldn't be damaged by the dirt. She
‘marked the areas where her belongings were hidden by planting trees, 5o she was able to retreve them afier
the war. Another time, new clothes made for her cight children were hurriedly thrown up on the roof 10 keep
them from being stolen during a night raid. She also 10ld of the time she was sewing a new dress and
hurriedly threw it under her skirt in order to save it from the thieves. She had o pretend that she was 100
frightened to stand up. She sent some household things to her father, Jesse Greer's house for safekeeping
because the raids weren't as severe there. Her Mother, Frankie Greer, chased after them when they stole
butter and honey. Stealing the honey was the final straw for her 5o she decided they weren’t going o get to
enjoy eating it She followed them and when they stopped t0 rest and cat the honey, she threw a rock as hard
as she could and broke the jar. The angry Bushwhacker, named Henry Parsons, charged her with his
bayonet and permancatly injured one of her fingers when he severed an artery. She later referred to her
damaged finger as her Henry Parson Finger.







image9.jpeg







image10.jpeg

BN & %/é MM‘J
11,157 M»; W
oué/%f off Saen —“;3/4744

274{»«/

OV N 3 =
Py’ 2, %f“é/ﬂ@gf :
' jgfz‘g:{,@&% %@f‘ﬁz
| W&n()/{-‘ﬁ( £ 2o, 50D one oAl
‘3 /fw, 2D S K, o 42/ D A A
‘ 7 ’ waw é
gl £ 2 Ma. i 2L,
\g;/ﬁm, a-.?//@j\gm{; P M%«a{j







image11.jpeg







image1.jpeg







image2.jpeg







image3.jpeg









2/2/13



 



The Wilson



-



Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XVII 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



The Family of Annie Greer Heaton continued....



 



 



Below



, 



Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick



 



( b 1923), great, great grand daughter 



of



 



Jesse Greer, Jr



.



 



(1806 



-



 



1892)



 



greats 



Annie 



Greer Heaton



 



(b 1924), great grand 



daughter of the same Jesse.



 



 



This picture was taken on the Wilson



-



Greer family tour 



June 2012 at the Jesse and 



Frankie Brown Greer Jr



. home in Banner Elk, North 



Carolina. 'Gerry' grew up in Bristol, Tennessee and Annie in



 



Banner Elk but these 



cousins



 



did not meet until 2012!



 



 



 



 



 



 



Annie D. Greer Heaton is the daughter of



 



William Isaac Greer (1874



-



1938



)



, who is 



the son of



  



Wilburn Hardin 'Wib' Greer



 



(1833



-



1925), who is the son of



 



Jesse 



Greer



 



Jr. (1806



-



1892).



 



Caroline Nancy 



Greer



 



(1828



-



1911) 



is the daughter of Jesse 



Greer, Jr. and the great grandmother of Geraldine Feick.



 



 



Geraldine is the grand daughter of 



G.W. 



and 



Frances Wilson Osborne



, and



 



the 



daughter of 



Charles S. 



and



 



Mayme Osborne Stansbery



.



 



 



Glenn N. Holliman (this 



wr



iter), Rebecca Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy are children of Geraldine.



 



 



Below, 



Connie Burns, Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Holliman Payne 



and 



Bryan Payne



 



study materials from the family collection of Annie Greer Heaton



.



 






2/2/13   The Wilson - Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XVII    by Glenn N. Holliman     The Family of Annie Greer Heaton continued....     Below ,  Geraldine Stansbery Holliman Feick   ( b 1923), great, great grand daughter  of   Jesse Greer, Jr .   (1806  -   1892)   greats  Annie  Greer Heaton   (b 1924), great grand  daughter of the same Jesse.     This picture was taken on the Wilson - Greer family tour  June 2012 at the Jesse and  Frankie Brown Greer Jr . home in Banner Elk, North  Carolina. 'Gerry' grew up in Bristol, Tennessee and Annie in   Banner Elk but these  cousins   did not meet until 2012!             Annie D. Greer Heaton is the daughter of   William Isaac Greer (1874 - 1938 ) , who is  the son of    Wilburn Hardin 'Wib' Greer   (1833 - 1925), who is the son of   Jesse  Greer   Jr. (1806 - 1892).   Caroline Nancy  Greer   (1828 - 1911)  is the daughter of Jesse  Greer, Jr. and the great grandmother of Geraldine Feick.     Geraldine is the grand daughter of  G.W.  and  Frances Wilson Osborne , and   the  daughter of  Charles S.  and   Mayme Osborne Stansbery .     Glenn N. Holliman (this  wr iter), Rebecca Holliman Payne and Alice Holliman Murphy are children of Geraldine.     Below,  Connie Burns, Alice Holliman Murphy, Becky Holliman Payne  and  Bryan Payne   study materials from the family collection of Annie Greer Heaton .  
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3/16/13   From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2    by Glenn N. Holliman     Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will.... from the  Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton       In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and  Franky (Brown Greer).     In this final section of the Will, she   bequeathed to her only son,  Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.     (See below; Mary 'Poll y" Brown is  my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)     To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs.  Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died  in Texas in 1859 ), Polly gave her bed.     Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her  Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla way and Thomas Green.     Polly's husband, Frances Franklin  Brown, had died in 1828.     He may have left his farm property   to his wife as a life estate  and at her death to his son or children.     We do not know without finding his Will.     This was an agrarian econ omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only  food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.     No work, no food.     No safety  net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.     Very different  times in America.       In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from  Mary 'Polly' Brown.     Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's  brother.     Franky   Brown, 1810 - 1905,    (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would  marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806 - 1892.       This couple would have a number of children, one being a son   Isaac Greer, Annie's great  grandfather.     This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother,  my generation's  great, great grandmother, 1828 - 1913.     Below,  Annie Greer Heaton   in 1945.  
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Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....from the Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton
 
In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and Franky (Brown Greer).  In this final section of the Will, she bequeathed to her only son, Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.  (See below; Mary 'Polly" Brown is my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)

To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died in Texas in 1859), Polly gave her bed.  Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her Will, witnessed by A. T. Callaway and Thomas Green.  Polly's husband, Frances Franklin Brown, had died in 1828.  He may have left his farm property to his wife as a life estate and at her death to his son or children.  We do not know without finding his Will.

This was an agrarian economy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.  No work, no food.  No safety net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.  Very different times in America.

[image: http://mediasvc.ancestry.com/image/34740929-287b-48c3-b5d5-fbbd1877ac42.jpg?Client=Trees&NamespaceID=1093&MaxSide=500]


In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from Mary 'Polly' Brown.  Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother.  Franky Brown, 1810-1905,  (my generation's 3 great grandmother) would marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806-1892. 

This couple would have a number of children, one being a son Isaac Greer, Annie's great grandfather.  This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, my generation's great, great grandmother, 1828-1913.  Below, Annie Greer Heaton in 1945.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-rnBTMyffgSI/USBFACqBZMI/AAAAAAAAFtk/GQArm0B88g4/s640/1945+Annie+Greer+Heaton.jpg]


More from Annie Greer Heaton's genealogical files.....next post.

More information on the relationships of Greers, Wilsons, Osbornes, Stansberys and others can be found at this writer's Ancestry.com site. Please write glennhistory@gmail.com for access or to add information.

 

 For information on the Forrester Family Reunion in White Stone, Virginia, Sunday, October 6, 2013, email Diane Goss at dangel54@yahoo.com for details. 

Posted by Glenn N. Holliman at 6:42 AM [image: http://img2.blogblog.com/img/icon18_edit_allbkg.gif]
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More Treasures from Annie Greer Heaton's Family History Materials....
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﻿

The above is a family photograph of the Rev. William Albert Wilson family taken in 1896 in Hiroshima, Japan.  William Wilson (1861-1950) was the last born son of Isaac and Caroline Wilson Greer of Sutherland, Ashe County, North Carolina.  Ordained in the Southern Methodist Church, Will and his wife, Mary McClellan Wilson, served decades as Christian missionaries to Japan.  A graduate of Trinity College (Duke), Will wrote the memoirs that became the book Neighbor to Neighbor, the story of the Civil War in Ashe County and his father's murder in 1864.

According to Annie Heaton's marginalia in red, William sent this picture to his first cousin, William Isaac Greer who lived in Banner Elk, North Carolina.  Mary Wilson died in 1949 and William the next year, 1950 in retirement in Durham, North Carolina.

In 1947, William wrote the below comments concerning his family lineage and relatives.  His descendants have written their own comments in the margins. Click on the document twice and it should enlarge.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-p63d2thw2s4/UStSmxD73eI/AAAAAAAAFyU/dYJ65T0Ceyk/s640/1947+W.+A.+Wilson+family+notes+p+1.jpg]
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The above document of my great, great Uncle W. A. Wilson is key element in the tracing and understanding the Greer lineage.  
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From the Archives of Annie Greer Heaton, Part 2 



 



by Glenn N. Holliman



 



 



Mary 'Polly' Mitchel Brown's Will....



from the 



Genealogical Treasures of Annie Greer Heaton



 



 



 



In the last post we read that Polly, age 47, left her worldly goods to daughters Nancy and 



Franky (Brown Greer).



 



 



In this final section of the Will, she



 



bequeathed to her only son, 



Hugh Brown, a gray mare, a rifle and working tools.



 



 



(See below; Mary 'Poll



y" Brown is 



my generation's 4th Great Grandmother.)



 



 



To Franky's daughter, Emeline (the future Mrs. 



Nathaniel "Nathan" Rominger who died 



in Texas in 1859



), Polly gave her bed.



 



 



Stating she was sick, Polly signed with an X her 



Will, witnessed by A. T. Calla



way and Thomas Green.



 



 



Polly's husband, Frances Franklin 



Brown, had died in 1828.



 



 



He may have left his farm property



 



to his wife as a life estate 



and at her death to his son or children.



 



 



We do not know without finding his Will.



 



 



This was an agrarian econ



omy; there is no cash or savings to pass to the children; only 



food and animals for which to use to bring in a new crop.



 



 



No work, no food.



 



 



No safety 



net in times of illness, drought or distress except family and friends.



 



 



Very different 



times in America.



 



 



 



In the marginalia above, Annie Greer Heaton, has written notes on her lineage from 



Mary 'Polly' Brown.



 



 



Annie's great grandfather, Isaac Greer, was Caroline Greer Wilson's 



brother.



 



 



Franky



 



Brown, 1810



-



1905, 



 



(my generation's 3 great grandmother) would 



marry Jesse Greer, Jr. 1806



-



1892.



 



 



 



This couple would have a number of children, one being a son



 



Isaac Greer, Annie's great 



grandfather.



 



 



This Isaac Greer was Caroline Greer Wilson's brother, 



my generation's 



great, great grandmother, 1828



-



1913.



 



 



Below, 



Annie Greer Heaton



 



in 1945.
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Wilson


-


Greer 2012 Family Tour, Part XV 


 


by Glenn N. Holliman


 


 


The Wilson


-


Greer Tour goes to Banner Elk....


 


 


The last day of our Wilson


-


Greer tour in June 2012 took us to Banner Elk, North 


Carolina.


 


 


There cousin Annie Heaton and her husband, Jim, joined us.


 


 


Jim is 


descended from a pioneer family that gave it's name to Heaton, North Carolina, a near


-


by town.


 


 


Ba


nner Elk now is in ski country with numerous gated second


-


home 


communities located in the western highlands.


 


 


On the grounds of


 


Lees


-


McRae College is a Presbyterian church and grave yard.


 


 


In the 


cemetery are the graves of Jesse (1806


-


1892) and


 


Frances Bro


wn Greer, Jr. (1810


-


1905).


 


 


When Isaac Wilson (1822


-


1864) was bushwhacked in June 1864 during the Civil 


War, Jesse and


 


Frankie raced to Caroline Greer Wilson's side and stayed with her during 


the trauma of the event and through succeeding months.


 


 


 


 


Below,


 


left to right, Gay and Bob Adema, Connie Burns, Betty Ankers,


 


 


Charles,


 


Chase 


and Jennifer


 


Bundy, Bryan Payne,


 


Jackie Burleson, Alice Holliman Murphy, Annie 


Heaton and Jim Gray at the monuments to Jesse and Frances Brown Greer, Jr


.


 


 


 


Caroline's son, The 


Rev. William A. Wilson,


 


wrote that his grandfather, Jesse,


 


was at the 


farm when the murder occurred and rushed to his son


-


in


-


law's side.


 


 


He carried his 


mortally wounded son to Caroline's home and after Isaac died within the hour, took over 


arrangements fo


r the funeral.


  


The father of Isaac, Hiram Wilson, constructed the coffin 


at Jesse's behest.


  


 


Frankie Greer helped protect Caroline and her small children during 


the deprecations of Union sympathizers home invasions as law and order broke down in 


the moun


tain communities near


 


the end of the War.
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