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                    LIVES OF MY ANSCESTORS
                Holliman –Walker-Caine-Hocutt-Lucas Parental Line

Stansbery-Osborne-Wilson-Greer-Boone-Wilcoxson-Morgan-      Brown-Taylor-Day Maternal Line  First Drafted 23 July 2009, Newport, PA. Latest update by Glenn N. Holliman, July 25, 2009.
James Grear (c1627 –c1688??).  James arrived in Baltimore, MD November 2, 1675; transported by one Samuel Gibbons who received 4,500 acres of land for bring 90 persons to Maryland.  This statement, mentioning James Grear’s name was signed by Governor Charles Calvert of Lord Baltimore’s family.  By June 6, 1687, James and his wife Anne Taylor received 75 acres of land on the s. side of a branch of the Gunpowder River, called Bird Run.  This land was part of a greater tract of 300 acres belong to Arthur Taylor, father of Anne.
Arthur Taylor (16??-????).  By 1683 Arthur, the oldest son of one John Taylor, had purchased 300 acres of land known as Arthur’s Choice on the south side of the west branch of the Gunpowder River, only one of several holdings of Arthur.
John Greer, Sr. (c1688-1752).   This son of James and Anne Taylor Grear Richardson (remarried after widowhood) also lived along the Gunpowder River in Baltimore County, Maryland.  He sold the 75 acres he received in trust from his late father sometime around 1714. In August 1718 there is a deposition concerning land owned by John above Nicholas Day’s plantation, earn to an Indian cabin near the third branch on the north side of the mail falls of the Gunpowder River.
John evidently purchased land from 1718-1720 and sold it from 1747 to 1748.  This land was known as Greer’s Park, and lay on north side of the Great Falls of Gunpowder River. Evidently after these sales, he moved south to Virginia and eventually to North Carolina where he died in 1752 in Onslow County.
John was married to Sarah Day, the daughter Nicholas Day.  Some sources have them married in St. John’s Parish Church, Joppa, MD in 1704, March 7th.  They had nine children between 1709, one being John Greer, Jr.
Another son, Aquilla Greer, b. 1719 would later rent land from Charles Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence of Annapolis, MD.  Aquilla paid 100 pounds of tobacco per year for the life time lease.  About 1753 along with some of his brothers and families, he removed to Halifax County, Virginia, a name which changed several time.  The Virginia land was located near Rocky Mount. Aquilla took the oath of allegiance in Henry County, VA and claims he furnished food and beef for soldiers on August 2, 1781.  Having wander lust, Aquilla moved one more time to Green Country, Georgia where he died in 1790.
John Greer, Jr. (1714-1782).  Born on the Gunpowder in Baltimore County, Maryland, he married one Sarah Elliott and later Nancy Ann (Nanny) Walker.  By 1756, he and his family were living in North Carolina.  He died in Wilkes County, NC May 1782.
They were to have nine children, Benjamin the first born 1745 or 46 in Albemarle County, Virginia.  Evidently, the family had left Maryland and along with tens of thousands of others was seeking new lands in the southwest in the valleys in and adjacent to the Appalachian Mountains.
Benjamin Greer (1745-1816).  This son of John and Sarah Elliot Greer was born in Albemarle Co, Virginia.  He married 1767 in Rowan Co, North Carolina to Nancy Wilcoxson, a niece of Daniel Boone, the renowned frontier explorer.  Benjamin died in Green River, Green Co, Kentucky.  The couple had 10 children, one being Jesse Greer, Sr. who would leave home at age 16, and at 21, marry his 13 year old sweetheart.
When Nancy died in the 1790s, Benjamin married Sarah Atkinson Jones and promptly had five more children.  No, he was not the father of his country!

Benjamin was a fighter as well as the procreator of portion of western North Carolina’s population.  He served as a captain for the American Revolutionists in the 1780 King’s Mountain campaign.  One source has Benjamin the soldier who slain the notorious Major William Ferguson, the British commander and scourge of the Carolina frontier. One pensioner, John Church, claimed in 1833 to have spent July or August of 1780 chasing Indians in a group commanded by Benjamin Greer.
Another episode described in 1915 by John Preston Arthur in his “A History of Watauga County, NC” had Benjamin rescuing Colonel Benjamin Cleveland from a band of Tories.

Cleveland helped lead Colonial troops at King’s Mountain and other efforts, and later became a South Carolina politician of note.  In April 1781, he was captured at his home in Old Fields, Watauga Co. by still active local Tories.
Greer helped a group of Colonialists pluck Cleveland from captivity.  Greer is reported to have dispatched the life out of one Capt. William Riddle, the leader of the Tories, with a rope party.  Another tradition has Col. Cleveland executing Riddle.
John Preston Arthur tells several other stories about Benjamin Greer, one being a well known ‘hint.  One of Greer’s fellow soldiers stole his tobacco from him, and Greer threatened to ‘whip him as soon as he could put his eyes on him”.  Col. Cleveland argued with Greer, and said his men ought to fight the enemy and not each other.  Greer replied, “I’ll give him a hint of it, anyway.”  When Greer later confronted the tobacco pilferer, he knocked him down.  Greer’s hint became a byword in the region!
Twenty years later, Greer was given a ‘hint’ to appear at the Three Forks Baptist Church in April 1801 to answer the charge of having partaken of apple juice after it was distilled.  The old soldier did not continue his membership at the church!
Jesse Greer, Sr. (1778-1860).  Born Nov. 14 at Wilkes County, NC, he married Mary (Polly) Morris January 17, 1800 and died September 20, 1860 in Zionville, Watauga County, NC.  Jesse eloped with Polly without her father’s permission when the child was only 13.  The marriage worked and they had 17 children!
The fifth child was Jesse Greer, Jr, born December 16, 1806.

Jesse Greer, Jr. (1806-1892).  Born, married and died in Ashe County, later Watauga County, North Carolina.  Jesse married Frances (Frankie) Brown November 16, 1826.  The couple would have five children, the second being Caroline Nancy Greer.
Frances (Frankie) Brown Greer (1810-1905).
