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a person must be unable to do any M of gainful work. To receive retirement
benefits, he must in fact be retired, that is not earning ove'#lZOO dollars

a year. N[D predt, S (-’»—\&, SR o (w(\!,u.] I sl Ot

ke Yy T PV

pr )

Social Security is not designed to solve all finacial problgu"n?s « If you're
counting on it alor you're going to come up short. When added to other re-
sources, however, it can and will be a basic part of a persons financial
structure. It's just that- a base on which to builfl economic security/

2 li - pob; SRR
Social Security observed its -26th amniversary iie—t—mon’th. Since it was signed into

law iﬂ-%y our world has changed completely. It's much smaller now than it

was tm— 1935 and=39h¥. Back then airlines advertized that no place on
Py e e DA
egaﬁrth was more than 60 hours from your local airport. Sueh—m—edverbtzement

Cow I O T

tsdapmﬂd»-hezmmbh«temulhke compara.agua 1961 -Phurrderbitd with 2

1941 model Ford We are living in a ex world that entirely differnt from 9

A

In 1913 a Jewish proffessor of mathematics wrote on the black board for the
amusement of his students the follwoing formula: E= MCA; . ENERGY EQUALS MASS
MULTIPLIED B/ THE SQUARE OF THE SPEED OF LIGHT., TIME MAGAZINE WAS TO say 32
years later that man could forget all that he had learned up until then be- R
canse this formul%ad changed everything. This formula was the first key

to the doors leading to atomic power. In 19,2 we tested a bom!iequal to 4 tons

of TNT. In 1945 we dropped a bohb at Hiroshimae gquivelant to 20,000 tons of

e In 195h e were testing a bomb equal to 20 million, tons of TNT. Fodas B X
TN Ay ¢ I e N NI b
Vs Dol " (Bl . :

There have been changes in a’Ill the realms of life since 1935. We have

untless commo 1t1es on our % *
7,9w o) n ol gr‘o:ce : ‘shem“shat ve{r\-g lmh‘eard of 25 years ago. funt ]

$inds 1960 %

world's populatlon has doubled. It is estimated thatrk billion
L8 T e R

people will populate the earth ‘%’!—the.yeap two tﬁb&sand. More and more people w:Lll

live Mx@d longer.~ past age 65 , The spand of life increase4ss we make use I\
/P , '»7‘» D kae gen s ,,/L(..;( o Sl /ey, . \»
wie P g £ gt e [{t’ i 5 e ’ N

u,.u@f [, Rl ey v, v B
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of pennicilun, 8alk vaccine, and wonder drugs, that in 1935 lay somewhere

out there in the dista#dl future.

In this changing world, the basic financial needs of the American family

are more acute and more important than ever., Social Security is designed to
step in and serve as the basic founcation on which ws can build a degree B/" g
economic security when events over which we have no control, namely, death

disability or retirement come into our lives,

Our office is located atb6666 ___+ Anytime we can be of service to

you or any of your family, we will be happy for you to call on us.
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What were you doing on Augustﬁ 19352 Due you recall where you were on

9/30/38? What did you read in the afternoon paper that day? What was every-
one talking about on 9/3/39?, one year later? The chances are you can't re-

callwhat you were doing on those dates, whom you were with, or where you were.

Suppose I tell you what happened on those dates and maybe that will refresh
your memory "Peace in our time"- Does that phrase remix}qd you of another

day, another place, 'nd another time- a world of some E?Slyears ago? Peace in our
time was what Neville Chamberlain said of his visit with a man by the

name of Adlph Hitler on Sept. 30, 1938, after returni g from Munich. Remember?

Just one year later, - Sept. 3, 1939, England and France were at war with

f@ermany,

It's unlikely you can remember August, 1935. That's the date Social Secuirty
7 o
became 1aw-.26 years ago. That was the same year the two madmen of ¥& Europe

set out to plunder the world- the beginning of WW II, Mussolini marched into

Ethiopia that year. The WPA began in this country. 2( ;e e %&j ; 3

A lot of things have happened since 1935. So many that it's difficult for us to

comprehend ?‘N understand. J’lany of us are old enough to remem bzr the depression

frgrg wwm%—ausffﬁé;mng-te—mgu % e:ze.n._t.1u;mgh-—-tshe,-‘-re-'t«m':g"g

Mt‘rﬁ'ﬂ'lons out of Work that year. The events of the 1930's were so

wS go- o
momentous and so far away that very few of Arecall that 4n 1937 0ur employers

began withholding a part of our paycheck each week, Faintly we'd heard
somewherethis money was for Social Security and that someday it would be
paid back to us. One of the favorite jokes of thaglrvyou may recall- was
to tell someone a pointless story, and when he looked puzzled, you said:
"never mind, you'll get it when you're 65." “e said, what?, and you said

YOU're Sceial Secuirty. ‘/— s ﬁ/ Lhad  La / " e 7

on v elenyy e ¢ Hho ineiof 4

Yoog s ) = f/g/ LEOL ; ¢ e Clfe desng





image2.jpeg
2

,\ e v
Back in 1937 age 65 was a long way off for most of us- an-eterrntyaway. But men
TR
who wereUthen the—age—Ff—amrwew-are now ready to retire. The inevitability of

time is always with us. The pennies that were being taken from the $2.50 a

the college student got for working at/’A@P on S’g{urday A2=E3-powrs would never
help us, we believed- Always somebody else. Besides, too many things were yet

to happen. The 1930's were eventful years. Civil War was raging in Spain.

Hitler and Mussolini formed the Rome=- ﬁerlir[)g Axis, A_few.monihe-letersy-President
Rooseveli-suggesbted-bhat-all-afFressty Hatiohs b Giarrantined. He—swes—attackdd

S0

i ob-mention -t #in. Not meny
on May Zh, 1937 i i »rl. den, 3F
\/eopledgot excltedﬁbver am decision Am'?‘nda:e by the g.S. Supreme Court.upholding ¢/ ‘“

the constitutionality of the Social Security Act[,‘ ar between England and Germany

was slightly ober two years away.

Ther phony war, as it was called for about 9 or 10 months began in September 1939
when Yermany marched into Poland.England declared war two days later. Then came
the spring of 1940,and the phony war developed into a sure enough fight. Hitler
went into the low countries. Historians tell us he made his first fatal error

by not invading England that summer. In September 1940, the selective service

—4ct was passed, and America was experiencing its first peacetimedraft.

- . N
DT v B o ‘
The first monthly Social Security check was paid in Jamuary of that year- 1940,

Originally, monthly payments had not been scheduled to begin until 19L2, However,

amendments in 1939 advanced this date by two years, The first monthly check went /{

i
to a little old lady, Miss Idg Fuller, in Vermont. Incidentally, she's getting
benefitsofzL &7 ! ,.,m*’m

Social Security may have been important to Miss Fuller and a few others that year ‘/?40‘_
but not to many. The World's Fair in New York was drawing its crowds. Italy de=~

clared war on Frn’éflé'é, and FIR made his famous speech at the university of Virginia

and said:"The hand that held the dagger has plunged it into the back of its neighbor.‘ :
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Hitler made his second fatal error, military authorities M vhen he in-
vaded Russia on June 22, 1941. Roosevelt and Churchill a few/;‘@eks later, met
on theUSS Tuscaloosa at sea and fmw the Atlantic Charter in which they

spelled out the freecdoms they hoped the faee world could enjoy.

Not everything that year-19L1- was about war though. A young baseball player
in a New York Yankee uniform hit safely in 56 consecutive games. a record that

will probably stand for a long time. His name was Joe DiMaggio. The—popedar

4

sengs—thetyrar were Intermezzo w. Whirlaway won the Ky.

Lerby.

~ NA s v D
4
As we went into the fall of 1941 v = were concerned with Social

Security. Gewbtaimly..Congress wasn't. American shios were being attacked in the

North Atlantic. Merchant ships were armed to meet this threat, and Washington
N
was busiﬂy engagadeisr trying to work things out with the Japanese.

2o

De cember 7th.x/began like most any other Sunday in December for the folks in fdm ——e—e

and throughout the nation. But for most people who were old encugh to remember,

they would forever after be able to tell you what they did on that day-‘pertT®=
~—ularly. thet-afte¥ioon. Inil:?ui the day broke windy and cold. And this was parhaps

the last Sunday people would read their newspapers and say: "Well, we've still

got two oceans sepaparting us." Not many people in A-Lah;__m that Sunday had ever

heard of Pearl Harbor, Guadalcanal, Riserte, Casablamca,mtes&&ei«no-,rénzio:é* sib -

But before long those nages would become as familiar as some of the tHEAY in 4T, e
ot o

Shortages ii& some important items were being mentioned in the Sumeay paper. Social
VA

Securityf[{vasn‘t mentioned. Employment had been surging upward ever since we began

lettmg Fra.nti and England carry way war goods in their onw ships under lend-lease.
TS P :’7«‘?‘/,:/«‘_

Thls was a far cry from the 15 million who had been without jobs just a few years

before. I'm sure not too many people were concerned with such terms as: quarters of

coverage, disability payments, and I'm sure few men dreamed then of retiring at
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age 62 and drawing a benefit each month the rest of their livewm.

,’Z ;'Lj
Well, what w.re you doing on that fateful Sunday? If you had read the BHam-News

on that date you would have seen the usual wonderful Christmas adds. Radio was a

big itel television was still for the future ffThe ﬁ.S. Navy was described as the
bfst in the world. The local draft board that morning reported that life in t e

ahyy serves as an "ambition buildee"./15 million men would seon have the

|
opportunity to build their ambition.

N
W

IW«mﬁd—fwnd&ner spring mattresses selling for #383
19.95. Several used car dealers offered 3 year old Fords for $lLL5. A year old
Packard was going for #795. A brick home in the West End section was offered
for $3000, If you had wanted to go to a movie that afternoon, you could have uccv—
Gary Cooper in Sgt. York., At m theater, Clark Gable and Lana Tumers/
were wrapped up in each others arms in HONKY TONK. At another movie house,
Orson Welles, thﬂn..amgcﬂtus;was appearing in CITIZEN CANE, and he won

/

an Oscar for that picture. /

Down in Tuscaloosa that Sunday, The Crimson Tide was resting, getting ready for
New Years Day game with Texas A&M in the Cotton Bowl. Alabama won eight and lost
two that year. Mississippi State was the 33C champion and the day before she Bad
upheld the prestige of the south by beating San Francisco 26 to 13. Ted Williams
was IA in the draft. Orphan Annie and Dick Tracy were having their usual traoubles

‘back then. Pogo and Beetle Bailey had not yet been born.

Well, whether we care to admit it or not, the touch of grey, the-A-bomb, H Bomb,
jet planes, missﬂ.‘e,s the space age, TV and the strapless bra tell us that time
is movin on, that we are living in a world that changes rapidly, and that

PE A )A%,p‘ " aan
we will.never. return;to the ways and times of the 1930's. Our world

changed on December 7th, 1981. New words and phrases have been added to our

2
vocabulary in the last 0 years- hether-for-pootor-bad- Just-as—ehanges-have come
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Ainn the-Seeiel-Security -program which, we feel, enable it to keep pace with
social and economic conditbons of the space age. Names and terms like:
Arthur Godfrey, Marilyn Monroe, beatniks, iron curtain, adult westersn,

cinamascopewere unheard of or known only to a very few then.

Many phases of our Social Secuirty program were unknowng in 1941. Some were

in the planning stage, and some were ideas that would not come to fuition until

the turbulent post wars years were over, the Korean war was history, aad until i,
-age_of -avbemation and spaceogg; wz;.lz;;‘ﬁp on us. For example, Wendell Wilkie
Republican candidate for the Presgidency in 1940, advocated extension of

Social Security ywto include medical care. The original committee set by

FPR in 193k to formlate a program for consideration of Congress, rejected the

idea of health insurance because they felt that would be going toodfast. That

health insurance would be ahead of its time.

As we moved through the 1940s few changes occured in Social Security. The
earthshaking events of those years overshdowed domestic problems and programs.
We still remember all too well the war years, Jimmy Dolittles raid over Tokyo
in April 1942, the invasions of North Africa, Sicily, the Solomon islands, .
Then came D Day, the Battle of the Bulge, Okinawa, the Phillipines, VE Day,
Hiroshima. Scenes of Bing Crosby singing Whité-Christmas, and Bob Hope cracking

collection of
jokes with GIs, V mail letters are all a part of our/memories of these unforgettable

years.

After the war came the problem of finding jobs for million.ep of retuning GIs
and misplaced civilians, With these years came legislation affecting veterans:
The GI Bill, Rehabilitation allowance, "Rocking chair" money; colleges were

jammed with GIS trying to get an education., The first flying suacers appeared,

A Ghicage newspaper printed a collector's item when it headlined in Hovember 1948:

DEWY DEFEATS TRUMAN.
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Well, it isn't too difficult for us to remember the }950'8. We'lre closer to
them, It's not easy, though, for a person Who’d::;&'t workm;ith Social secuirty
to recall what has happened to this program in the last %8 ten years. Changes
have occurred that enable it to serve the needs and conditons of our peesent
econony. Benefits, for example, oa;e‘ increased from time to time, to kee;;"'gace
with the cost of living. The same basic concepts still are the underlining
purposes of social secubity- just as they were back in the dark ages of the
depression when the program began. The purpos: of social security is to provide

income to the worker and family at a time when earnings are cut off due to x

retirement, death or disability.

In the beginning, though, the methods and degree of meeting these needs through
this program were not as they are today. As I mentioned before, monthly benefits
were not included in the original law,veither retirement\or survivors benefits.
20 e
Of course there were no disability payments. In the beginning, not every-jebwas
J)ko ‘A)P\J‘L‘Q g A MGW
coverez‘f3 only those jeks in industry and commerce as-employees. The self-employed

didn't come under until 195b Farm operators were 1ncluda§beglnn:mg in 1955—

1 len "
o7 = Y

Somc profess:.onal peovle, such as dentlsts, mnlsteré&awyers were covered in 195
and 1956. Today, about the only workers not covered are medical doctors and

and federal governemtn workers.,

Social Security has become a very importantfactor in our economy today, In this
county, for example, are receiving a total of ____ dollars each month.
In this area (counties served by D.0.) this amounts to ____people and __ dollars
monthly. Today the average worker can have the satisfaction of knowing he has
rrotection when\%aches retirement age, or if disability should strike, and his
family will have some security in case of his premature death. To qualify for
these payments, certain conditiong, of course, must be met. These benefits are
not paid unless they're first earned. The amount of the benefit is inrelation to

Aswb ) oty
the wages the person had during his working years. To get rebivement payments,







