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I heard the story the
other day of the
psychologist who hired a
man to do a job. He gave
him an ax and said: “Se¢
that log over there? I
‘want you to make like
you're chopping wood -
only I want you to use
the back side of the ax,
not the blade, I’l giveyou
$3.00 an hour.”

. The hired man
though the g sychologist
was crazy, but the pay

sounded good, so he.

started to work.

After a couple of
hours he knocked at the
back door. The psycholo-
gist came and asked
what he wanted.

“Mister, I'm quitting
this job!”

“What's the matter?
Isn’t the pay good
enough? If 1t isn’t I'll
raise your wages!”

“No, Mister, the pay’s

» okay, but when I chop

wood, I want to see the

» chips fly!”

A lot of folks I know
are like that hired man.
They’re not all workin
just for financia
reward. Unless there'sa
sense of . accomplish-
ment, no undertaking
can hold them long, no
matter what the pay is.

Aunt Polly’s like that.
I think whe would
somebody just to let her
work if that’s the only

way she could be active.

Many folks over age

65 are working, not just

because they need

. money, but because this
.:work provides them a

chance to be of service to

their fellowman. They
are still “making the
chips fly.”

It’s been said, and I -

suspect it’s true, that
most people do not quit
work voluntarily at age
65. They stop work

because of their health

or the company makes
them quit. Most of them

.would continue “hack-

awa"y “making the
chxp fly” if they were
given the opportunity.

The social security
law allows you to
continue to work and
receive some of your
social security pay-
ments. You can get all of
your checks if your
earnings do not go over
$3000 a year.

Also, a self-employed
person can be paid for
the months he i3 not
active in his business, no
matter what his earn-
ings are. When earnings
go over $3000 some
payments may still be
made, allowing the
worker to add to his
income. If you are one
who made over $3000
last year or if you expect
to make over that
amount this year, you
should let the social

_security folks know,

As our leisure time
increases, and there is
more pressure for
earlier retirement,
many of us will need a
chance to continue to
make the chips fly.

.Remaining useful and

needed is a longing that
all of us have, no matter
how old - or young - we
are. -

b
t
a
B
¢
t
t
A
¥
¥
t
£k
3
1





image8.jpeg
By BISHOP AOLLIMAN,

% about ‘unscrupulous’ people going
* about " the :country pysing as
“social security doctors” or social
security.. employees. In . the
process, these imposters have
taken money in some form or
fashion on the pretext they will get
“them: ‘:!ugher social security
benefits” or, if they, the victim
doesn’t pay, he will lose his
Medicare protection.

B Aunt Polly suggests I mention
* ‘this again. And she has good
. reason for.it. Just the other day we
~ beard of another incident of this
*.type. Fortunately, no money
changed hands, and no ‘serious

damage rmulted But cquld

AUNT POLLY’
Another warning lssued on

' We have warned many. times -

have been different.

In every case of this sort, the
person contacted is elderly, often
lives-alone, and is easy prey for
this'kind of operation. And that is
what makes' all of these cases so
sad. Older people often have
confidence in any respectable
looking - persgn  who - comes
kndcking at their door. And at the
promise of more money through
social security, they become very
attentive and receptive to the
caller’s pitch.

From there on, it’s downbhill for
them, because usually they will

.end up parting with a large sum of

money, either voluntarily or out of
fear of consequences if they do
not.

.2

~
N~

‘“‘social security doctors’’

In defense. of our own

operations, however, 1 should '
- mention tha

t we do have em-
ployees who have to call o people
in their homes. It is necessary for
us to recontact all SSI recipients
each year—sometimes in their
homes. So, it is not unusual for ane
of these “callers” actually to be a
bona fide social security em-
ployee.

If he or she is, though, they will
have proper identification on
them, and a call to the social
security office Wlll verify ‘their
identity,

Interestingly,‘ ore “of our
representatives, Dunnie Eads,

was in a home.the other day up in,
Fentresa “County getting in-

formation about a‘Social security
claim. ‘The Jady in the home had

gotten the message about nersons -

posing as social secur:  em-
ployees, so, she stalls Dunnie
while someéone goes next door and
calls the sheriff.

. As_Dunnie is completing his
work in the home, he looks up ad

there is a_deputy sheriff looking .

down at him!

That's OK. And Dunme was
none the worse for his experience.
But that is the kind of vigilance
home owners may have to resort
to protect themselves against
hucksters and thieves.

“If that's what it takes, so be
it!” AunkPolly exclaimed. +

e 2
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All of a sudden lnst week it was 1840 all over again.
It was that winter - 1940 - that the big freeze came to Alabama -

. where Aunt Polly and I lived, and along with the freeze came 14

inches of snow. To say the least, that kind of weather in that part of . °
the country was umisual, and for two weeks the whole area was *

nearly paralyzed by the frigid blasts.

Schools closed;. factories shut down; water pipes fmze roads
were iced over and traffic stopped. Throughout the south, as Aunt .
Polly and I remember, it was that way. In some places in Alabama -

it was 10 below zero. Fven trains, as they chugged their way nor- |

thward through the cuts in the moiintains, were clogged with snow -
and ice.

But young folks ‘even back then improvised and made the best oi
what to them was & gootl - not a bad - situation. We buiilt our ovn *

‘sleds, ard for several days we enjoyed sliding down a two block- lcng :

hill'¢n the ice. By the time we'd gct to the bottom, we'd built up ~
cansiderabile speed, and not being experienced in this sort of ae- *
tivity, we were at the mercy of the cars that were able to navigate

: . down where our sled would finally come to a halt.
; But of course the inevitable had to happen - One of Aunt Felly’s
. nephews, who thall be nameless, falled to manuever the slad

~ properly as it plided lickety-split duwn the hill, and he rammed it
" into a car parlicd at the end of the hill, He ended up in the dovtir’s

office (not the hugpltal ~this was 1810, not 1677) his injury requiiiug
numercus stitches in his head.

~ Neadless to say, this accident tdok some of the ste:\m ot of the

merrimznt of sledding, even before the ice thawed, and as the Cays

grew waliner, we putaway curslcd :mdl gress wenaver got tham i, p

out again.

All of thathappened a long time £.50 when Aunt Pelly and 1 were

both younger. But that eieein-a time expe;
south youth came to mind last weck when the
sledders all appeared at the eame time,
Butncitherslect, badl, snow, ralnes jco need keup fei'
appointed rounds ia geiting social
ducting their soclal security busine:
week from ¢ te 5. If they can't come

o and snow asd

yur thele

ur office is o
in, thay way eall us =

L Lenik

© charge. That is, ag lurng as mow uxl ica (.w’t bn..xk da.m th

\

- telcphona lines! o
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about the country posing as- ““social security doctors” or social
security employees. In the process, these imposters have taken
money in some form or fashion on the pretext they will get them
“higher social security benefits’’ ar, if they, the vlct.im doesn’t pay,
he will lose his Medicare protection.

Aunt Polly suggests I mention this again. And she has good reason|
for it. Just the other day we heard of another incident of this type.

Fortunately, no maney changed hands, and no serious damage
resulted. But it could have been different.

In every case of this sort, the person contacteéd is elderly, often
lives alone, and is easy prey for this kind of operation. And that is|
what makes all of these cases so sad. Older people often have
confidence in any respectable Jooking person who comes knocking
at their doar. And at the promise of more money through social
security, they become very attenhve and receptive to the caller’s]
pitch.

From thereon, it's downhi.ll for them, because usually they wjllj
end up parting with a large sum of money, either valuntarily or ou

of fear of consequences if they do not.

In defense of our own operations, however, I should mention that|
we do have employees who have to call on people in their homes. It}
is ‘necessary for us to recontact all SSI recipients each year -

soimetimes in their homes. So, it is not unusual for one of these
“|#callers” actually to be a bona fide social security employee.

If he or she is, though, they will have proper identification or.
them, and a call to the social security office will verify their iden |
Interestingly, one of cur representatives, Dunnie Eads, was in &
home the other day upin Fentress County getting information akout|
a social security claim, The lady in the home had gotten tha
message about persons posing as social security emyivyees, 5o, he|
stalls Dunnie while somcone. gfoes next door and calis the sheriff.
As Dumnie is completing his work in the home, he locks up and
there is a deputy sheriff looking down at him!

That’s CK. And Duinie was none the worse for his expzricnce. But
that is the kind of vigilance ho.ne owners may have to resort to to
protect themselves against hucksters and thieves.

“If that's what it takes, so be it!” Aunt Polly exclaimed. e
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Aunt Polly

By

4\ Bishop Holliman
i

Between comments
about the weather and
the inauguration of
President Carter little
else has been in the news
this past week. Aunt
Polly allows enough has
been said about both,
and as far as she is
concerned, she'd just as
soon the news media
would focus their
attention on something
else. X

1 can't say 1 disagree
with her ‘assessment of
things. If one more
person says to me “how
do you like this wea-
ther?” or, “isn’t this the
worst winter you’ve ever
seen?”, [ may be prone to
do something violent
that I'll regret the restof
my life.” (But it’s a fact,
isn’t it thatitis the worst

we've ever had”)

But there has been
other news-even though
it may have been buried
on the back pages of the
newspaper or didn't rate
a spot on the 6 0’clock
news show. One item
had to do with social
security and the recom-
mendations made by
President Ford to make
the system more secure
and responsive to the
needs of the American
people.

I am sure we will be
hearing more about
these proposals during
the coming year More
than likely, President
Carter will have hisown
program, and I suspect
changes will come about
that will strengthen the

social security pro-
grams, insuring their
stability, and making
them more acceptable to
the general public

The some 30,000 folks
in this area who get
monthly social security
checks already know
how important they are -
“How could I live
without 1t?” is a response
we hear every day. The
retired, disabled, and
dependent survivors
look upon these monthly
checks as a main source
of income and support.
Indeed, one may well
ask: What would we do
without social security
in today's world?

know, and Aunt

Polly surely knows, that
a monthly check from
social security - money
that represents one’s
own contribution and
sweat of his brow -
fulfills a need that édn
hardly be mét through
any other means.”

That’s a fact - just as
surely Jimmy Carter’s
being President is now a
fact, or that this winter
is indeed the coldest,
snowest, and most
disagreeable is a fact!

/2222
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By BiSiiOP HOLLIMAN
The experts are saying this is
the worst winter in over a hundred

vears. I asked Aunt Polly if thisis

true is it the worst? She
responded in typical “Aunt Polly"
fashion. “Mind your manners, I'm
not that old and you know it!"
She did go on to say though that

she can’t remember a winter'so -

cold and snowy for so long a time,
concluding finally “And I'll have
to admit my memory goes back a
good many years.”

Of more concern to her though
than the rough weather is a couple

:* she knows. The wife, young and
pretty, has been sick for over a
year and unable to work. The
husband works, but no matter how

;. much he makes, nor how much
their health insurance pays, there
are expenses, and bills have to be
paid.

Aunt Polly suggested to this
couple that the wife might qualify.
for disability benefits under social
security, telling them, “You ought
to see about this.” She observed

some reluctance on their part to

check on it, so she told me about it,
knowing that our office would
: want them to get the payments if
she - the wife - were entitled to
¢ them. 2y

Aunt Polly is right. Paymént§ %
. are made to disabled workers if .

. they have worked a specified

number .of years under social .
security. The number of years of
work needed depends on the age of

© the person when he-she became

. disabled. The payments are not

charity, and it’s not a case of “‘the
government giving you some-
thing.”

Payments are made as a matter
of right if the person is otherwise

qualified. The moncy comes from
contributions paid by the worker
Disability”

the emplayci.
its are payable whon the
dual iz no lenser able to
this featere of social
ty provides tinancial help

n inenme is eut off because of .

powers to get this couyp
the social security ottice (they
may. even telephone) to see if the
wife can qualify for a monthly

"F.""" Gemt
* rpayment. The most

¢ thing. I know, is to have
.« .restored - that’s first

3 fnremost. But financial help of

im}mnént

and
the

+ sort provided through one’s own
“ contributions may make the
“worst winter in a 100 years" a
little more tolerable. A

adiszbility that will keep a person

her health.

from-working at least 12 months. -
The checks stop when the worker

recovers or returns to work.

Polly that she use her persuasive

:

i

- 88 Nows
’A' Social securiiy beneficiaries

without loss of any monthly
checks, Bishop Holliman, Cooke-
ville Social Security Manager said
today. This amount - up from $2760
for last year - will allow working
beneficiaries to have more money
available to them than in the past.

Holliman said that in Clay

monthly * social security ‘checl
, totaling $119,149. i,

o

I suggested strongly to Auntﬂ

may earn up to $3000 this year

County, some 1056 persons receive |

i
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Blaclk-eyed pcas are traditional

By BISHOP HOLLIMAN

Come January 1 you may be
sure Aunt Polly will have her
hog's jow! and black exed peas!
you know. and
folks of her generation wouldn't
think of starting ofl a nE\V year
withont this delectable di It
brings good luck. and Aunt Polly
allows that folks are going to need
all (he luck they can get. just to
survive the high fuel bills that are
piling up.

There's a song they sing on
TV's HEE HAW Show that goes
“Without bad luck, T wouldn't
have no luck at all.™”

Well things aren't quite that bad

. for Aunt Polly. She still has alot of

good luck going for her. bul like
the rest of us. she can’t afford to
take any chances. Hence, she will

e | s

eat her usual dish on New Year's
Day

Maybe:if good luck and good
fortune come our way in 1977 we
won’t have to be concerned with
the increased - rate Medicare
patients will! b(\ paying for hospital
stays.

Heginning  January 1. the
amount a person will have to pay
under Megcare goes up to $124
IUs called the deductible. and it
represents the charge for about
one day's stay in the hospital
Medicare, of course. will pay
nearly all other charges for up to a
60 day stay.

The reason for this increase is
the same as the reason for all
other increases. Medical services
com®& high - as does just about
everyvthing else - 5o it is necessary

for the Medicare patient to pay
more in 1977 if he or she goes to the
hospital. And farther down the
road - July 1977. to be exact, - the
premium_ for -the Medicare
insurance will go up another fifty
cents. This means that in July.
folks will have more money
withheld from their social security
checks. These premiums are used
to provide payment through
Medicare for the doctor's service
as well as for other types of
Medical service.

It's an endless cycle: like a
guided missle on the way to the

moon. everything keeps on going .

up. up. up.

Put on another dish of hog’s jowl
and peas, Aunt Polly. We're going
toneed all the luck we can get!  +
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L UNT POLLY

To her Christimas Eve is still @ magic night

“Everywhere, everywhere,
Christmas tonight

Christmas in lands of fir-tree
and pine,

Christmas where cornfields Jie
sunny and bright

Everywhere, everywhere,

|/ Christmas tonight.”

Aunt Polly is busy as a bee this
final week before Christmas,
getting lost minute gifts wrapped,

5 meiled, checking on a
1y her church is helping and
ing the menu for the
as dinner. She really
rouznt of asking me about
increase in the Medicare
ciible that goes into effect in
January.

But so what? This week is

Christmas, and what wonderful
images that word conjurs up for
all of us whether we're eight or
eighty. The magic is there, and
who can not wish for time to turn
backward so that we might
recapture the anticipation and
thrill of a Christmas morning that
comes only when you are a little
child with stars in your eyes and
love in your heart.

Aunt Polly still believes in that
kind of Christmas, and I'm glad
she does. To her, Christmas Eve is
still that magic night of nights that
all of us in our imagination live
over and over.

Our waaidonal Christmas Eve

has Carolers coming by just at
dusk as the soft snow begins to

fall. The lights on the tree go on,
and candles in the window tell the
outside world that love and good
will abide within. Someone starts
“It came upon a midnight
clear...” and then comes “O Come
All Ye Faithful,” and finally the
favorite of them all “Silent
Night".

Now the Carolers are gone. The
snow is a little deeper, and it's
dark outside. The children are
tucked in safely, and tomorrow
will be Christmas. Tonight there is
“a love welling up within one that
knows no boundaries and no
limits.

The message of Christmas is not
one that’s peculiar just to
America. The whole world longs to

i e el e R

sing the song the angels sang on
that long-ago night as the Star
shone over the hills of Bethlehem.
And from that song issues forth
the hope of a better world, a more
peaceful world where there is good
will among men of all races, -
creeds, and colors.

But there are still - mundane
things to think about, and there is
always “‘the day after” that has to
be lived. The 3rd of the month still
comes around, as does the
postman with Aunt Polly’s. social
security check. But for now, Aunt
Polly’s wish is that all of her
friends will 'have a Merry
Christmas. and a Happy New
Year! +
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. - Dunt Pelly

/ By Buhop Holliman

" black-eyed peas

) Come Jan. 1, you may be sure Aunt Polly will have her hog’s jowl
' ! - and black-eyed peas! It’s a tradition, you know, and folks of her
generation wouldn't think of starting off a new year without this
delcetabledish. It brings good luck, and Aunt Polly allows that folks
- "are going to nezd all the luck ﬂley can get just to survive the h: ith
fuel bills that are piling up.

_ 'There’s a song they sing on TV’s HEE-HAW Show that goes

“Without bad luck 1 wouldn’t have no luck at all.”

Well things aren’t quite that bad far Aunt Polly. She still has a lot
of good luck going for her, but like the rest of us, she can't afford to

- take any chances. Hence, she will eat her usual dish on New Year’s
» Day..

Maybe if good luck and good fortune come our way in 1977 we
won't have to be concerned with the increased rate Medicare
patients will be paying for hospital stays.

Beginning Jan. 1, the amount a person will have to pay under
Medicare goes up to $124. It's called the “deductible,” and it
represents the charge for about one day’s stay in the hospital.

- Medicare, of course, will pay nearly all other charges for up to a 60-
day stay. .

Thereason for this increase is the same as the reason for all other
increases. Medical services come high - as does just about
everything else - so it is necessary for the Medicare patient to pay
more in 1977 if he or she goes to the hospital.

And farther down the road -- July 1977, to be exact, — the premium
for the Medicare insurance will go up another 50 cents. This mears
thatin July, folks will have more money withheld from their socizl
security checks, These premiunis~are used to provide payiomt
through Medicare for the doctor’s service as well as for other typss
of Medical sarvice.

It’s anendlcss cycle; like a guided misste on the way to the moon,
everything keeps on geing up, up, up.

Put on ancther dich of hoz’s jowl and peas, Aunt Polly. We're

. .going to need all the luck we can get!

Hog s jowl and

e — =
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By"

‘ W'Bisholvi ‘Holl‘iIhah’

It’s an’ expenence.
heheve me, .going
Christmas shop gmg
with Aunt Polly”. Bless
her heart, she wants to

see everythmg, speak to °

everybody, and she
doesn’t miss a thing. She
can spot a good buy half
way across the store and

who gets in her way.
~'The other day on a
downtown shopping
spree [ finally found a
spot where I could sit
own. “I'll wait for you
here,” I told her. “Just
come back when you've
finished.” Well about

“two hours later she was-
:back, comglebely laden

down  witl packages,
and I guess she'd bought

: a gift for everybody in
 the community as well

o ‘_k?».

.

. Aunt

~and I'm glad

as the family. : o
‘But I'm glad Aunt,
Polly: can: go :shoppin;
her social .
security check helps
bring a'genuine satis-
faction that would
otherwise be denied her.
She loves to shop
Christmas, and I'll have
to confess that I fully
enjoy going with- her.
Thesilver, tinkling bells
in the: stores and ‘the
cheery “hello’s” from all
Polly’s friends
make it known that it’s

that time of year again.

And even an Old

:8crooge is touched by

+have money

thank kind of scene.
. ‘People apparently
to spend ..

::these days, - and 1 was
+ thinking about this as .
+ the sales clerks punched

e Christmas,

the cash registers, I can
remember gettmg a
baseball ove one
wlth soap:
eoupong my mother had '
vsavedallyear It'sagood

~thing.we bathed often,} L
been...

- else ] might h
o ‘.,.w—-v"

deprrved a banta Llaus
that year. Folks old
enough to remember the
crash of '29 know what
r m talking about.

“How does social
security affect = these

pretty high school and -

college girls working
extra?” Aunt Polly
wanted to know as we

* worked our way

through the crowds. “Do
they need social security
cards?’

“Yes, Aunt Polly, they

do,” -1 told her. “Any
serson who works par i

ime, extra; or olher-

wise, muast have a

number and

- employer, is required to

match the contribution

- they make to their social

ﬁsecurltﬁ account.
a

re

their

Girls - &

ve married »

should have their name
changed on social

* ‘'seeurity records so they "

can get proper credits
for their 'work. This
requirement holds no

* matter how short a time*

a person works, even for
just one hour

. “That’s mterestmg.

“Aunt Polly replied, as
- ‘she handed some money,

to.me to round out the

gnco of the gift'T was

uying for her, and I

thought how lueky [ was’

to -have Aunt_ Polly

around, especially at
Christmas!
}
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Last’ week was "over
~ the river ‘and through
the woods” time again,
a8 families
around the table and

good .thisgs that have
;eome ., thur .way  this
year.
Aunt Pnlly is usually.

 season-of the year. The
* days ~chilly asthey have

to come, and this sets
=, stars. twinklin
¢ eyes of little children as
i1 they ponder the Christ-
42 mas,seasori which s
i*:;: about-to burst upon us.*
vLike these little
L chlldren, Aunt -
) becomes excited as all
<-get-out,. and .she can
. hardly wait to become
Ll)nli letely immersed in
the holiday spirit with
its attendant frustra-
e . tions, ccmplaints
T % EWVQHHH s OVEDR I,
e " her soci curity ol
20 as ‘it will:

b This ritual - Chris

king

i “Cmas shopping and

complaints about prives,

gathered ¢

gave thanks for all the .

in high gear during this.

: been - are’a prelude to ,
colder days that are yet '

in the

Polly ¢ P

aud d

Y S

and not havmg enough
“money "~ is a ritual she

“ goes through every year,

but she, like: all ‘of her -
other friends woéuldn’t
miss it for the world.

Increasingly, thoush,
is the question in hvr
mind. “How am I goine
“.to pay for everythii
can = understand e
delima. Allone has to do
is compare prices with
those of other years and
one is hard put to find
the answer.

Folks living on afixed -
income *find it very
‘difficult to get by these

da It'is particularly
difiieult - if you are a
retired person; as Aunt
‘Polly'is, or if you depend
‘entircly -on 4 sccial
:security cheek.

s sad ito

“are reiired or disables
have l')d(),)«l%thdl -
Y 1 eutirely on
ceurity

suppleiiental
“ncome. the g
‘these propla put o
“Wien are we going
gut anutmx raise

to

ralate, i

Latnih
Con, but op Lotter
miake her ehick oo far
Caas it will g
: 3 a shot, 1"

Yocial scenrity raises
are automatic now if the
cost of living goes up a

cortain percent  each

f’c"r. Thengh it seems -
iX

e ages, ago, ‘checks
were reized in July of
this year. Under the

prezent luw they c’mnot ;

€0 np ag ain until nex
July, “and " this. - wul
depend on whather the

Consumer Price Index .

(cost of living) has risca
; three -percent over a
_given period.

suspect most folks
“would agree that s
costing more every dry
to live and I am st;e
*“they're right. If so, if this
pace continues, T guess
an increase in checks

“will come m pass nmt

July.
But I'm not makmg

%, that prediction yet. An
announcement *

official

about it will come

probably next spring
In thc meantime, s
. Pol n out

‘reminided if ve are

- baying Ler wore thaa
sl

let me
send the

11 ne:

s reason, she
ET ) :
aidn't ¢ hamor in
thit

[
!
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‘Bgi Dishop Follimarn :

It’s an experience, believe me, going Christmas shopping
with Aunt Polly! Bless her heart, she wants to see every-
thing, speak to everybody, and she doesn’t miss a thing, She
can spot a good buy half way across the store and heaven help
the person who gets in her way,

The other day on a downtown shopping spree I finally found
a spot where I could sit down, ““I’ll wait for you here,” I told
her, ‘“Just come back when you've finished.” Well about two
hours later she was back, completely laden down with pack-
ages, and I guess she’d bought a gift for everybody in the
community as well as the family.

But I’'m glad Aunt Polly can go shopping and I'm glad her
social security check helps bring a genuine satisfaction that
would otherwise be denied her. She loves to shop at Christ-
mas, and P’ll have to confess that I fully enjoy going with j
her, The silver, tinkling bells in the stores and the che#ry € }\&EV“I
‘‘hello’s” from all Aunt Polly’s friends make it known that
it’s that time of year again. And even an Old Scrooge is
touched by that kind of scene.

People apparently have moneyto spendthesedays, and I was
thinking about this as the sales clerks punched the cash regis-
ters, I can remember getting a baseball glove one Christmas
with soap coupons my mother had saved all year, It’s a good
thing we bathed often, else I might have been deprived a Santa
Claus that year, Folks old enocugh to remember the crash of
29 know what I’'m talking about,

‘“How does social security affect these pretty high school
and college girls working extra?’ Aunt Polly wanted to know
as we worked our through the crowds, ‘Do they need social
security cards?’ Mo g

““Yes, Aunt Polly, they do,”Ztold her. “Any person who
works part-time, extra, or otherwise, must have a number
and their employer is required to match the contribution they
make to their social security account, Girls who have mar-
ried should have their name changed on social security re-
cords so they can get proper eredits for their work. This re-
quirement holds no matter how short a time a person works,
even for just one hours,”

“That’s interesting,” Aunt Polly replied, as she handed
some money to me {o round out the price of the gift I was
buying for her, and I th how lucky Iwas to have Aunt
Polly around, especially at Christmes! .
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Charlotte Man Draws
Three Year Jail Term
For SSI Fraud

©._OnApril4,1977,J. W.
“ Forney of 2822 Burbank
* Drive, Charlotte, was
sentenced to serve 3
years in a federal
Fenlbgntlar for de-
rauding the federally
administered  Supple-
mental Security Income
(SSI) program out of
7,467.30 between
anuary 1974 and
October 1976. The
penalty is the stiffest one
yet meted out in a recent
series of SSI fraud
‘convictions in the
Southeastern United

tates.
The 387-year old

Forney had been
charged with three
counts of having made
false statements calcu}-
ated to conceal his
income, the correct
reporting of which is a
requirement of SSI
beneficiaries. Forney,
who was sentenced by
U.S. District Court
Judge Woodrow W.
Jones, had entered a
plea of guilty to one of
the charges.

Forney was receiving
SSI benefits as a
disability  beneficiary
whose case had been

converted after Decem-
ber 1973 from the state
welfare rolls to federal

administration begin-
ning January 1974.
Assistant U. S. Attor-

ney, Phil Kelly, estab-
lished that Forney had
average earnings of
$550 per month
throughout - 1974, and
earnings for most of the
months of 19756 and
1976, though alleging in
signed statements on
three occasions that he
had no earned income.
Forney is the third
North Carolina resident
to have been convicted of
SSI fraud since early

this year. In all, 8
residents of Alabama,
Kentucky, Tennessee

and North Carolina
have been convicted
since January 10, 1977,
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Students, housewives; and other
people who ptan to get a summer
- job should apply now for & soctal
mﬁty number if they don’t have
“one; acearding to Bishap Holliman,
‘social" sewnty dnwlct manager in

s Cookeville. -
¥ rYou chouly pply  for your
snumber several weeks before you
need it for 1 job covered by soclal
security,” . Holllman - sald.
i“Frequently an employer will
“require that a‘new employe has 3

social security number before.

beginning work, -perhaps to ac-
scommedate -thé :‘company’s

buokkeq:hg system. Generally it
takes several weeks for an ap-
plication to be processed since it
‘must be screened against central

: files in Baltimore to make sure that
““a ‘second number isn’t ssued to the
same person.”

More than nine out of ten jobs are
_covered by social security.

“Your social security number is
yoirrs alone and remains the same
for life,” Holliman said. “People

_build retirement, disability, sur-
vivors, and Medicare protection by
+ work and earnings credited to their

social security number. S¢ when

7 Summer lobs wdl require Socwl Secunty number

“you get a job covered bynch.l

security, be sure your employer
copies your name and number
carrectly from your social security

- card to his records.”

: Petple canget mfarmuﬁnn about
applying for a social semnw

‘number by " calling, writing, or

visiting any social security office.
People. applying for a social
security number for the first time
may be asked to prove their age,
identity, and citizenship.

“If you've lost your social
security card, you can get a

~duplicate by contacting any social

< your ‘social security card.”

Health Dept.
“closed April 8

securlw office,” Holhm'm sam.
““You can get a duplicate faster if
you've kept the stub that came W|Lh

. The_Cookeville - social secunty i
office is at mo N. Washmgton

The Putham County Health Depare-
ment will be closed Friday, April 8, in
observance of Easter.
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‘; By Buhﬂp Honrmln

, S;nnpie rwords
erve the best

the other day. 1 guess that meant that she felt “tolerably well,” ant
1 think that could be interpreted to mean that she was not quite”:
“tuckered out.””

These simple down to earth expressions turned up as a result of a
comment the other day-about how difficult it s to read and un--
derstand government commimications (I could have said letters
right there) and other things the government tries to tell the public.

1 agxee onehundred per cent with Aunt Polly that if we'd say things:
<" in plain simple language we could reach folks. Unfortunatel;
7. govemment agencies are afflicted with the disease of using as man
s as we can, with as many syllables as we can muster up,

to them.

and identify with them. Why can’t wado as
nent putlica tions and pmnumeemenh!

S mim

+**disabled,” we could use *‘as poor as Job's turkey"’ for “poverty,”

- “Fair to raiddin” was the way Aunt Polly described her condition : o what I can to pass this word on up to Washington.

‘Government agencies need to have their hands called on this, and >

g full well thatno ane will understand what we are trying to %

can do better than that, Simple words like home, love, faith,»
,.are. words that touch the heart, and folks can umm:,

" The Dispateh, Cookavill, Ten,, April 7, 1977, Page 18

Well, social security people do try to use plain ordinary words i
their dealings with the public, even though some of you readers may
not think so. Aunt Polly says she will join us in our campaign ta. .
improve on our ways of reaching people. She has her own ideas. -

For example, she smys we could substitute “all tuckered out” for

and “pert ag lcricket" mld mean one umtswk enough to use
Medicare.

Well, Ihat'lnotmcw what wehad tn mind, but Aunt Polly Is “ag? . E
tough as whitleather” when she makes up her mind about things, S
and [ suspect it wlll be “toowet to plow” if I don’t join her in tiis” -
crusade.

So, she can write me down as a charter member of ﬂmisband to
come up with language that ordinary folks can understand, and I'll

One thing I did tell her though is that just because a fellow is 62
‘and old enough toreceive social security doesn’t mean he's “too old’.
to cut the musiard.” “That,” Aunt Polly sys, “is langulge abody
can understand.”

Jack Dempsey fought only 138 minutes as world cham- =
pion, During that nm- he madu 32,137000—01 $15,000
per minute. ;.

Blind {s distributed in 35 coun-
tries around the world, -
Since it first eppeared in
* 1868, the magazine’s circila-
tion has increased.from. 18005
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by Bishop Holliman *

:Events of recent days have béen. -
almest teo much for Aunt Polly to
comprehend. The-mind is boggled .-
by all that we have.seen .and
exnerienced over the past several
manthe

But the stars are still in their
heavens: the rains-eventually
come: to d:spell the drought, and
hife goes on in its daily ways.
That's the way it's always been,
andlguessthats:he way it will

P THie i the wern i which. At

PpLy andI talked the other day : as.

-depressing news. Is’ anytking
~sacred anymore? Auift. Eally
wanted to know. .

- What prompted this giestion
was a mews article she’d -seen

recently saying that social secur-:

.ty was in danger. “Is lhere any
truth in that?”, she asked. -

1 told her 1 didn't know nf any .
cause for her to be.concerned.
Millions of checks go out every:
‘month to children ‘and" mothers.
Social security is as safe and
secure as our govemment

rie that the social mw 5

T
trust. funds do -not maintail
reserves sufficient ‘to pay al

“benefis at any one perin ir ti

toall participants, 1t would: be:
undesireable tg maintain-such®
reserves. Nevertheless, money

collected from workers during &. -,

given period serve as a scurce of
payments to those recewmg
‘benefits in that.same period.

The very nature’ of social

--security involves..the banding..

together of the-masses of owrkers

in".order to.share a common

he risk-of losing one’s
tovearn a living when

. disability or retirement <
occiics, Aslongas people worlvand

pay into the system there wili be.

provisions for: paymg alt beneﬁs

as they come. due. =

.The social secnnty syscem is
hacked by the good faith and. .
.credit of our government. We have -
to beiieve that as long as .our
government stands, we will ‘be
secure in the knowledge that
people” will receive the bei....:s
they’ve been promised. S
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Aunt Polly

Aunt Polly and I are often asked
whether one should buy a book about
social security that has been ad-
vertized in a newspaper, magazine,

or on radio or T.V. The question is :

not one that can be answered with a
‘simple yes or no. -

Both Aunt Polly and 1~ have
resolved this year not to be so
adamant. in - answering . social

security questions, but rather- we’

want to-think the question through
before we go sailing off into the wild
blue yonder with an answer that
does not fit the question.

So, having said that, let us proceed
to tell how onie may obtain .in-
formation about social security in
the easiest and most economical
manner.

In the first place, you can gel
reliable information about social
security, at no charge, including
leaflets and booklets from any social
security - office. These booklets
the latest - information
because they are revised each time

- the law changes:
This sounds like'a good argument :

~:for getting all your information
" ..directly from us. But there may be

other sources: that provide good

: information, arid Aunt Polly apd 1

~are the. first to acknowledge this.

Often times, folks disagree. Getting
the “*‘word” from someone else may
give them a feeling of security or
confidence, - and they feel better
from having heard from somebody

. else.

“cautions .one should

there are some
observe in
seeking social security news. First.

Nevertheless,

. don't pass up the best source. Until

you have talked with us, or read our

: publications, you just can't be as

well informed about Medicare,
retirement, survivors or disability

# insurance, or Supplémental Security

- Income,

“'good - source of

And second, if you want to spend
money on a book or leaflet from
some other source, use some good
Tennessee common sense that you
would use -in making any other
purchase.

1If you have a lawyer, he may be a
information on
significant legal matters. You can
usually get information from your

. Union, Veteran's representatives,.or

a service organization.
Wherever. you go for information,

~make sure-of your source, and

consider how much the “source” is
supposed to know. Close friends and

relatives. may ve vitally interested
in you, but unless they are experts in
their field, they can give out. in-
correct information. So can:some .
publications th&t: are advertized as
being authoritative. Maybe before
you buy, you ought to talk with Aunt

.Polly or me. Or go by any social

security office and pick up-their

. latest publication. At nocharge.. +

\

\

, ///&/7%
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Aunt Polly

By Bishop Holliman

When Henry Ford and his wife
celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary, a reporter asked
them: “To what do you attribute
your50 years of succssful married
life?” :

“The formula " said Ford,
the same formula I've always used
in making cars - just stlck to one

model.”

Stick to one model - that too has

_ been Aunt Polly’s formula for a

good many years, and she has
trouble understanding why other’
folks don't follow that prescription.

And who can argue against it? If
that worked for people like Aunt
Polly and Henry Ford, it surely has
some merit to it!

Recent social security news has
had to do with payment of benefits
to ‘‘male models,” that is,
husbands and widowers. The
Supreme Court has declared that
social security payments may be
made to the husband (or widower)
much like payments are made to
wives and widows.

Up until now, for example, a
husband had to be getting at least
‘half his support from his wife to
qualify for benefits. That was not
true for women - a wife is
“‘deemed” dependent upon her
husband for support, and no matter
what the cir¢cumstances are, the

wife will collect off her husband's

record e
Now, the Supreme éourt says,

* husbands are to be'treated in the

same manner. If the wife is insured
under social security, the hushand
may get benefits whethier or
wife was supporting him. "

In most cases though the
husband is likely to get more
money from his own social security
account so this ruling really won’t
affect many husbands or
widowers. Some, however, will
profit from it, like a man who did
not work long enough under social
security to be insured, and his wife
did. In that case, a husband would
receive a check even though he had
income from other sources.

To be sure we will benefit from
this change in the law though we
husbands, like Henry Ford and
Aunt Polly, had better “stick to

. one model " A divorce and-or

remarriage can change the whole:
picture, and the new model may
not be what we were expectmg
anyway' 2








