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AUNT POLLY/

By RISHOP HOLLIMAN

i naver. " ber~ seeing much of
Aunt Polly the last few days,
seewng her 'c 1alk o that is. she's
deen prooc: upied and acting ke
she « g -~ = iately She's
realiv arwused . ocur osity -
darting .0 and . f that room at
the back of the nouse where he
does ner sewing. ironing and
whatever eis¢ happens to have
capt.ed her attention at the
moment

Well. I didn't have to wait too
long to tind out what she’d been up
Lo She emerged from her lit'le
hide-away looking just like
someone right out of the “‘pioneer
days,”” wearing her dark calico
gress, bonnet and high top shoes.

My, my. you sure do ook spiffy,”
I remarked, “Are you going to a
costume party?”” “Of course not,
I'm wearing ‘this frock, which I
made myself, to all the Bicen-
tennial celebrations, and I'm
Joinirg in all the festivities of our
town when the ‘wagon train’
comes through. I can hardly wait
to get a glimpse back into the
‘good ole days’.”

Aunt Polly really was up there
n “‘cloud nine” — I guess most of

us would be if we could be, as 1t
were, transported back into our
childhood days. This wagor train
seemed to be the vehicle that could
do just that for Aunt Polly.

The “good ole days™ weren’t so
good for some folk back in the
pioneer days — the days before
social security. Retirement and
oid age were looked upon with
dread. as many could look forward
to nothing more than living out

)

their days in the county farm or as
a burden in the homes of their
children.

By contrast, today when income
is drastically reduced because of
retirement folks can depend on
regular social security checks
coming in each month. They don’t
have to dread an illness and
hospitalization as they once did
because of Medicare. Even those
who don't have enough credits to
get a social security check can, in
many cases, qualify for sup-

Were 'good ole days’ really good?

plemental  security income
checks.

Today Congress has ever buit
into the system a “hedge’ apawnst
inflation with the auteriaig = of
living increases. li has been an
nounced that persons whe gei
social security checks w:il ger a
six per cent raise in their Jui
check because of the cost vt ..vitg
increase.

Aunt Polly, I'm not so sure
everyone wouid share your zeal
for the “good nle- day= ™ +
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hen can you remember

oods way  prettier tha i fuos’ Poin almost the same
car? Every your Aumi i i shie” he remark that “he's
sab sume question, and and the latter

suswer comes out the same: statement, I'mosure, is closer o the way
the prettiest Pve ever seen!” Lis iy i

But unfortunately wi
dogwoods comes “dogwood wintei
and we Know <‘n,: is to be ol
s00n by bluckberry winter”, an
before you know it, we're “knce deey
in June and iCs hot as blazes th

So it goes, and none of us wou
change it if we could. 'ﬂlc C\’CAC of
seusons is repeated over

701 um'll:ing~nO[ dayligh
¢ Jowering of taxes can f‘m-
is inevitable, and
seasons come and oo

a4 man-made
changes constantly and
sumie. s busic purpose,

Doz

yer renwing the
st he sume s it was when it began 35
vewss e, i too provide a partial
wepuleosnent of income that’s cut off
the worker digs, vetires or becomes

; inning, though,
¢ occured, rosulting in
COVCiy

it sav’

wider

ye, wking place

::;ml i now  go Lo

30, and a person

1 E
after year oh Wit
egalarity, and T guess iUs shways been

there is
T 1
that way and will be as countiess uges

while basicaily things
. Aunt Polly summed it
woris: “To cverything

other hund e the L and g time 1o every
change—-1Us a paradox purpose under heaven--a time to keep
remain the same, (imy silence und o um w0 apr,m A time to
g. Aunt Po J“ k d 1o d ICshard to
1own all her 0
I T T i i e e e
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Aunt Poli -

By Bishop Hollim:

I haven't been ¢ last few days - ieeing her

talk o that qs.

thino Tately. She's really arousad

of that room at the back of the fouse

o she does her seving, Troning

whatever else hoo

to have captures attoatior at the nonent.

Hell, T didn't hare to weit t

peen un Lo,

She emerged frow har Tittle hide-aay

F

of the "Pioneer days," wearing her dard

ica dress. veneet and high to

shoes., "My, sy, you sure do Jook soiffy.” |

ko, “Are vou aoing to

sostume party?" 'O course not, I'mwearing

freck, which T made mys
to all the Bicentennial celebrations, and I'm joining in a1l the festivit
otr town when the 'wagon train' comes through. [ can hardly wait to get

glirpse back into the 'woad ole davs')

s

Punt Polly really was up thece on ®cloud nirs" - 7 quess most of us weulc
vz zould be, a5 8 were, transported bach to cur childhoed deys. This we

train seemed to be the vehicle thset could do just that for Punt Polly.

The "good ole days" weren't so good for some folk back in the pioneer day
days before social security. Retirerent and old age were looked upon wit
as many could Yook forward to nothina more than living cut their days in

county farm or as a burden in the homes of their children.
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Aunt Polly and I are
often asked whether one
should buy a book about
social security that has
been advertised in a
newspaper, magazine,
or on radio or T.V. The
question is not one that
can be measured with a
simple yes or no.

Both Aunt Polly and I/

have resolved this year
not to be so adamant in
answering social se-
curity questions, but

- rather we want to think
‘the question through
before we go sailing off
into the wild glue
yonder with an answer
that does not fit the
question.

So, having said that,
let us proceed to tell how

+ one may obtain infor-
mation about social
security in the easiest
and most economical
manner.

In the first place, you
can get reliable infor-
mation about social
security, at no charge,
mcludin% leaflets and
booklets from any social
security .office. These
booklets  contain the
latest- information
because they are revised
each time the law
changes.

This* sounds like a
good argument for

getting all your infor-

mation directly from us.

{ there may e other

sources that provide
good information, and

Aunt Polly and I are the.

first to acknowled
this. Often times, folks

Getting the

‘'word” from someone
else may give them .a
feeling of security ‘or
confuﬁznce and they feel *
better from having”
heard from somebody °
else. *

Nevertheless, them
are some cautions -one

.should- observe in}

i seeking social secum.y

t news. First, don't l})as%

4 u]ﬁthebestsource, til §

T

f*“"? } Aot Po!ly ;_

or read our publications
you just can’t be as well
informed about Medi-
care, retirement, sur-
vivors, or disability
insurance, or Supple-

mental Security In-
come.

And - second, if you

> interested

&L
e
vould
any other pitz

If you ha
| he may be a noo:l source
‘of .information on
fsirnificant legal mat-

ters. Youcan usually get
*information from your
Union, Veteran’s repre-
sentative, ‘or @ service

org‘amzatmn P

Whenever you go for
information, make sure
of your source, and
, consider how much the

" “source” is‘supposed to
know. Close friends and .

‘relatiyes. may be vitally:

utﬂess ‘they are experts.
in their field, they can
ive out mcnn‘eCt
information. So !l
some publications thal
are advertised as being’
authoritative.’ © Maybe'
before you - buy, you
ought to talk with Aunt
Polly or me. Or-go by
any social security office
and pick up their latest
publications. At .no
charge. i W

in you, but '
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'AUNT POLLY

|
Homemade

It seems like the “good old days”
|are always behind us. That isn’t
| necessarily true, but that’s the way
| it seems. Nevertheless, you have a
|bank of unforgettable memories
| waiting to be cashed if you're old
enough to remember along with
i Aunt Polly now exciting a Sunday
|afternoon was when Mama an-
| nounced: “We're going to make ice
i cream!” That was a long time ago,
remember? Or if you can still
|remember the 'time when drug
\stores smelled like drug stores
ishould. Then you know about the
igood old days. You're also a little
solder than yowll admit if you can
[recall these “‘good old days,”!

The first thing a boy looked for-
|ward to in spring was going
barefoot.

“Gang warfare” was when kids
rushed the ice truck on a summer’s
morning to get free chips of ice.

The local gentry -always checked
the morning paper to see if Babe
Ruth had hit another home run.

And you knew when a man had
been to college because he could talk
about RRed Grange and football.

When getting to attend a Vols
baseball game at Sulphur Dell was
the next thing lo heaven

And the thougt hoarding L &
N’s Pan-American in Nashville and
riding to the ends of the earth was
the fulfillment of the restless urge
that captivated every boy on the
Cumberland Plateau.

If your trip down mwmiory lane
drops you off any of tho:
stations, then social  security

15
biecoming wore important to you
with each passing year. And if you
can remember when the boss first
told you, you had to get a “number,”
then you are old enought to be vitaily

concerned about retirement
) benefits, evidence of age, Medicare
| and “‘what will my widow receive.”
Social Security has a message also
for people whose memory does not
i go back that far. Today’s young
i family has survivors and disability
protection  that can be of more
| value than the retirement and Medi-
care benefits can be for the man old
| enough to remember “When You
iWore A Tulip” was first sung.

clen ™, e

Y,

ice cream :

time was gréafesf

by Bishop Helliman

In the event of death and disability
of the family breadwinner at any
age, his family is protected and his
children may receive monthly
payments until they’re age 22. The
mother in the family also is eligible
for cash benefits. The amount they
would receive depends on the
worker’s wages. So the Social
Security tax the young worker is
paying may not be solely for the

‘benefit of the older generation as

some might believe.

But Aunt Polly says she's not
getting off at this station. Her
memory takes her back a long ways, .
but there are a lot of miles yet to
travel, and I believe her. Perhaps
the best days are just ahead. +
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By Bhllop Hcll.hnn

Pa'haps the greatest natural disaster in history was the eruption
of Mt. Vesuvius Aug. 24in 79 A.D. On that day and in days following,
between, 20,000 and 30,000 people died by being buried alive in two
cities--14 miles southeast of Naples, Italy. In history, this event has
been labeled the ‘“Last Days of Pompeii.”

Another ‘“‘great” natural disaster occurred right here in Ten-
nessee. It was a series of earthquakes on Dec. 16, 1811. This
calamity was spread over Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio,
Georgia, and South Carolina. How many people were killed? Only
one, the record books tell us. Were these quakes to occur in any
large city today, up to 50,000 would lose their lives, experts say who
study these things.

It was a Saturday morning-30,000 people went about their
business asusual on this late summer day. By midnight over 6000 of
them would be dead, swept away by mammoth tidal waves--waves
produced by hurricane winds that descended upon the area.

The place? Galveston, Texas, and the date was Sept. 8, 1900. The
great “Galveston Tidal Wave” will live forever in the annak of
calamitous events.

But closer home-close to the here and now—close to you and Aunt
Polly, and me, and people we know, events happen every day that
are catastrophic to us as individuals. While these happenings affect
a rather small number of folks-maybe just one or two--they
nevertheless may be as devastating to the individual and his family
as have been these ‘‘great natural disasters” like the Galveston
flood, or the Johnstown flood, or the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius.

The forced retirement of a person who has worked regularly and
hard all of his or her life may very well be a traumatic event.
Certainly it’s a devastating blow when the breadwinner of the
family is laid low because of a disability. And it’s even more
calamitous when a young family is left without any means of sup-
port because of the untimely death of the father—or mother.

It’s at times like these that social security provides some help to
relieve the financial burden and stress that are visited upon the
individuals and their families. Their needs, you see, may be just as
great as if they had been struck down by one of these great natural
disasters (acts of God, we call them).

Since people get older every day, are injured every day, and die
every day, we are not moved by these occurrences as we are when
some horrible catastrophe zeroes in on a select community
(remember thetornado that struck here three years ago?) and kills
off countless people at one time. Yet, death, disability and
retirement occur every day, and financial losses that lie in their
wake may be equally as destructive and horror-producing to the
involved,

Social security, along with other supportive measures such as life
insurance, savings, and hame ownership, is there to provide a
partial replacement of income that is lost when these cataclysmic
events happen.

In a dispute_ over mathcmama, 16th o'mu'y llvolo-

mar Tycho Bra

fought 2 duel and lost the tip of
his nose. He

ad it replaced with a gold tip.

@ Ry e
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"Aunt Polly

Social Security hikes
- bring some good

.and some bad news

By Bishop Holliman

Aunt Polly was elated at the news 1 gave her the
other day. I told her her social security check would
be increased nearly 6 per cent in July. You may be
sure this was music to her ears. In fact, she’s been
singing ever since!

Over 40,000 persons throughout this area will
receive the increase in their checks that are
delivered July 1. This increase is being added
because of the rise in the cost of living over the last
nine months. Aunt Polly knows what I'm talking
about-and so do countless others--because
everything she buys has gone up in price. A raise in
social security will help folks deal with this
problem.

But with the sweet comes the bitter, and 1 would
be remiss if I did not mention it. In checks received
July 1, there will be a reduction of an additional
fifty cents for the basic Medicare premium. The
monthly payment will now go to $7.70, and this
amount will be withheld from next month’s checks
and the ones thereafter. This increase is necessary
because of the never ending spiral of medical costs.

Some folks who have been getting SSI payments
may find them reduced or stopped altogether, as
their regular social security raise will put them
over the basic SSI payment they can get. This
doesn’t mean they will get less money.They will still
get an increase. It will come in their “green” check
and not the “‘gold colored” one.

Those who are cut off SSI solely because of the
increased social security check will still be eligible
for medicaid. Some 9,500 folks in the middle Ten-
nessee area get SSI payments, so this special
feature in the law-the one allowing them to get
medicaid-is of special concern to most of them.

Aunt Polly asked me if she and the thousands of
others had to do anything to set the wheels in
motion. The-answer is a resounding No! Uncle
Sam’s computers will figure the increase for
everyone, and send out the checks. Aunt Polly won't

have tn dn o thine





image15.jpeg
s

Aunt Polly

By Bishop Holliman

"Fair to middlin" was the way Aunt Polly described her condition the other day.
I guess that meant that she felt "tolerably well", and I think that could be

interpreted to mean that she was not quite "tuckered out".

These simple down to earth expressions turned up as a result of a comment the
other day about how difficult it is to read and understand government communica-
tions (I could have said letters right there) and other things the government

tries to tell the public.

Government agencies need to have their hands called on this, and I agree one
hundred percent with Aunt Polly that if we'd say things in plain simple language
we could reach folks. Unfortunately, government agencies are afflicted with

the disease of using as many words as we can, with as many syllables as we can
muster up, knowing full well that no one will understand what we are trying to

say to them.

Woe can do better than that. Simple words like home, love, faith, hope, baby,
are words that touch the heart, and folks can understand and identify with

them. Why can't we do as well with government publications and pronouncements?

wWell, social security people do try to use plain ordinary words in their dealings
with the public, even though some of you readers may not think so. Aunt Polly
says she will join us in our campaign to improve on our ways of reaching people.

She has her own ideas.
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For example, she says we could substitute "all tuckered out" for "disabled",
we could use "as poor as Job's turkey" for "poverty", and "pert. as a cricket"”

could mean one is not sick enough to use Medicare.

Well, that's not exactly what we had in mind, but Aunt Polly is "as tough as «
whitleather" when she makes up her mind about things, and I suspect it will

be "too wet to plow" if I don't join her in this crusade.

So, she can write me down as a charter member of this band to come up with language
that ordinary folks can understand, and I'll do what I can to pass this word on up

to Washington.

One thing I did tell her though is that just because a fellow is 62 and old enough
Ao receive social security doesn't mean he's "too old to cut the mustard”. " That”,

Aunt Polly says, "is language abody can understand."”

@)
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that sounds like it ought to be the.
-title of a scng. Aunt Pelly and I
drove ‘hrough this community the
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c‘.'ez" & century Webb- has
scholarly

thaving Webb School in

JE"D *‘a

drave through and obaerved the
stately, weil kept homes; we cau}d
not tielp but natice the wide, o;

porches that held old iashwned
swings, ‘the kind ‘that
respectable - house’ would ~have
besn  expected
generatmn ago

any
“to- have: a .

everythmg Lhey ve got'to locate in
a town.about like Bell Buckle,
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down the street and sit in a porch

swing ‘on a  warm June might .

without fear,

. /AS.we drove on down the road ::
_and_Beéll Buckle faded into the
distance through “the rear view -
mirror, 1. thought -of how people -
from communities like this.one™
‘,asmeoldporch swing Arc.
saymgalot

have done so much to make our
country the ‘thome:of the brave.”

c::“"mute much t@ wedi b,mw

Sl town folks with the strengthy

.and . character :ta.. build.-and
. preserve: It made;one thipk that

this is what America is all about. -

passed, but Bell Buckle can be -
proud. T suspect not: even vccas! :

to send-out yet anota
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Polly and me and v ©
that most of the mxm
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4 Bell Buckle Tennessee' Ay
707" namé that sounds Hke 1t ought
' to be the title. of ‘4 song!
+. 7 Aunt Polly and®T/drove

‘- through this commuzity the

and slightly off the beaten
.. path, this community among

“having Webb Schoot ln s
Jmidst, - oo
For over'a cenlury Webb
has  been: ~turning out
‘scholarly  students - whe've
‘gone on to famous universit-
“'{es and who have made their
mark in the business, politi-
“'cal, educational; and relt-
.glous world, ' .t
. - But’Aunt’ Polly andidls—
" eavered- another . thing for:
“:which Bell Buckle is uaique, '
~«Would you. believe porch’
swings? Aswedrovethrough:
i and obsorved the ‘stately,
“ Well-kept humes, we could
‘not_heip but notice the wide,
‘open porches that held old-:
fashioned swings-<the kind
that any respectable house,
would have been expected to
‘;have a generation ago, .
‘Bell Buckle bespeaks al~:
moit - of another ‘time  and
place in its ‘quaint setting
“In-spite of the bee-hive of
S 'acitlvity we. knew was going
‘on as Webb School prepired
" to send out yet another class
of well trained young men
and women,  But the obser- .
..vance of so tmany porch®
‘swings. made an “unfors
gettable impression on Aunt.*
Pelly and
--Teckoned that most ‘of the

cities would give nearly.
-everything they"ve got to lo-
.cale in-a town about like s
/Bell Buckle,” where ‘they i
could wall salely down the:
street and ‘sit ln 2 porch f

“other things, is noted for ..

me and. we ..

* mililons Mving in’ teeming *

swlng on 4 warm June night

“without fear. b
As we drove on dgwn the .

road and Bell Buckle faded

.- into the distance through the
other day. Located in Bed~ ' R K
“ ford county near Shelbyville,;...

.

. of how peopla_from com~
. munities ko this one hva

reat-vlew mirrow, I 'h()\xg“t

. done so much to maka our,

~-country the ‘‘home of the ..
. Small town folks'
with the strength and char-,

brave,”

' actér to build and preserve,.

It ‘made ene think ‘that this;
1s what America isallabout,.

Porch swings? “They may
represent an era long since
~passed, but Ball Buckle can

TR “"‘"’*" e '“‘: e proud. 1 suspect notéven '

soclal security can contri~
bute so. mich to our well
being and self esteem as the -
old porch swing! :And that’
saying a 1ot!

g it
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May is Senior Citizens Month

By BISHOP HOLLIMAN

There are so many things that
happen in May it’s hard for Aunt
Poliv to keep them all straight in
her mind

Lest we forgel. Mav is Senior
Citizens Montk - the month we pay
tribute and honor te our older
Americans who have made their
contributions to the development
of the community and the nation

In this month we also recognize
the role our hospitals plav in
preserving the nealih of all our
citizens, not only the elderly but
the voung. Having spent a few

days recently in the hospital. Aunt
Polly is well aware of the services
these institutions render and how
dependent we are on them at
sometime or other during our
lives. )

Closely connected to  the
hospital role is the nursing home
care that is provided to so many
elderly and disabled persons. The
concern and compassion they
show help to make the living of
these days hearable for a lot of
folks. All of these observations tie
in well with the theme of social

4

security. (Aunt Polly reminds me
1 am always able to tie in my
“social security commercial”
with whatever subject I'm writing
on.! But it’s true, isn't it”

A few years ago it was
estimated that fn nation
some 3,000 people each day reach
the age of 65. 1 guess there are
more now who reach that magic
figure each day. In the future,
there will be larger numbers,

As older people are more
subject it seems to ailments, this
will put a further drain and

demand on hospitals and nursing
homes. Scientific advances and
medical improvements will ex-
tend the life expectancy of all of
us, ve will iive longer to draw
muore social security

“All of this boggles the ming"
Aunt Polly finally concluded
Grateful to be alive and healthy
now, she decided to go out and
work in Ler begonias on a warm
May day. wishing that everybody
as as well off as she even with
just her small social security
check and Medicare card! +
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~ Aunt Polly

By Bishop Holliman

There are so many things that happen in May it's hard for Aunt Polly to keep
them all straicht in her mind.

Lest we forget, May is Senfor Citizens Month - the month we pay tribute and
honor to our older Americans who have made their contributions to the develop-

ment of the community and the nation.

In this month we also recognize the role our hospitals play in preserving

the health of all our citizens, not only the elderly but the young. Having
spent a few days recently in the hospital, Aunt Polly is well aware of the
services these institutions render and how dependent we are on them at sometime

or other during our lives.

Closely connected to the hospital role is the nursing home care that is provided
to so many elderiy and disabled persons. The concern and compassion they show
help to make the living of these days bearable for a lot of folks. All of these
chsarvations tie in well with the theme of social security. (Aunt Polly reminds
me I am always able to tie in my "social security commercial” with whatgver

subject I'm writing on.) But it's true, isn't it?

A few years ago it was estimated that in this nation some 3,000 pecple each day
reach the age of 65. I guess there are more now who reach that magic figure

each day. In the future, there will be larger numbers.
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As older people are more subject it seems to ailments, this will put a further
dratn and demand on hospitals and nursing homes. Scientific advances and .
medical {mprovements wil exten? the Yife cxpectancy of all of us, so we will

Tive longer to draw more social security.

"A11 of this boggles the mind" Aunt Pelly fin21ly cencluded. Grateful to be
alive and healthy now, she decider to go cut e1d work in her begonias on
a warm May day, wishing that everytody was as well off 25 she even with just

har small social security check and "edicare card

()
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Auat Polly
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seging the dogwoolds any

prettier thaa they’ve been

thiis year? Evecy year Aun'
" Polly asks™ the su
0n, aad Atz
swar comes os” the sam
iThey're the prettiest Fve
ever sean’’

But mfortuately with the;
dogwoads comes: “‘dozwaod”
whater” and we kaow that
“4s to-b. {. lowed s001
" “biackberry winter’” andbe-

fore youknowit, wi're “knes

deep'. in June and it’s hot

s blazes thes

So it goes, ax? aoue of
u$ wowd chasge it if we
*could. The cycle 5f the sea-
Sons is repeated over and
o7er, and not anything - not
taylight savings time, ngr
the - lowsFing of taxes cam
atter .

We-: sty change is in~
evitable; and yet it isn’. The
‘seasoas_come’ and go, the
waather is gool a3t bad,

AW ‘aad dty, cold ang tof,

and nomatter what man does,
he hasn’t been able to' make
a deat in the way natue does
things. Year a'ter year the
seasons roll 01 with regu-
iarity, and | guess it’s al-

ways besa tha® way and will
unfold.

he as ¢ outless ages

But on the of
ses  the consistancy
change--it's a pardox, While
things remain the sare, they
are forevar changing, Aunt
Polly speaks of someone
she’s known ali her life and
she says: ‘Ol John's the
sime - He never changes.”’
And in almost the same
‘breath she’ll add the remark
that “'he’s not like he usedto
be,” and the latter state-
ment, Im-sure, is_ closer
to the way it”is than the

_first one,

The most Tecent cnange
has to do with the enactinest
of the supplemental urity
incoma program 2.fewyears
ago, - Now under the ad--
minjstration.” of tsorial se-

carity, pryments go fo the
neady aged, blind, and ais,
abled who were formerly:
paid under the state welare.
systeni, A minim'sm income

is provided to. parsons who "
and uhlike: -

are in need,
regular social seeurity pay-
ments, the payineats are not
work-related bt are’ mades

- wor

because people need more

- amoney to ge! by.
=80 tn the midst of life
“there

“i§ constant change
wiile basically things re-
aid the same. < Aunt Polly
sumined It up with these
“Toaverything there
is 2 5eason, andtimatoevery
parposa  ader. heaven - a

Time (0 Kecp sueace and a

tme ‘o speak. A ttme ‘obe

H*s ha=d o Impeove on tha
200 YEARS AGO
Rep. Joseph Hawley in-
vokes the- spirit of the day,
*'ForGod's sake let there be a
full revolution, or all has been
done in vain" — (National’

Park Service — CNS)





