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Harold Ponfield: 'l was a desert rat and | am proud
of it’
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WHEN the Queen's Dragoon Guards march through Swansea next
week, on their return from Afghanistan, they will receive a salute from
a very proud old soldier indeed.

Harold Ponfield, a 93-year-old Second World War veteran, joined the
regiment in 1938 at a time when it was the King's Dragoon Guards, as
George VI was still on the throne.

His wartime experiences saw him serve in campaigns in North Africa,
Italy, Greece and Palestine.

After the war he made his mark in the Territorial Army's base at The
Grange in West Cross, Swansea.

Having served in the Guards from 1938 to 1952, the Welsh Cavalry
Regiment has always had a special place in his heart, so the
Gorseinon-based veteran cannot wait to see the modern day
regiment, on Wednesday.

And he plans to present its colonel with a gift that has a story almost
as remarkable as his own life.

Mr Ponfield, who was born in Bath in 1919 but settled in Swansea
after the war, said: "l joined the Somerset Light Infantry in the year
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Mr Ponfield, who was born in Bath in 1919 but settled in Swansea
after the war, said: "l joined the Somerset Light Infantry in the year
before the Second World War and then the King's Dragoon's Guards
and in 1940 | went out to the Western desert. | served right
throughout the whole of the war, staring with General Wavell and then
General Alexander and | finished up with Montgomery. | was a desert
ratand | am very proud of it.

"We were on the armoured cars and went right throughout the desert,
we went up and down, three or four times, chasing the Italians and
then the Germans, finishing up in Tobruk and then Benghazi and
Tunis. After that we went over to Italy, landed in Salemo and went
right through up to Rome, then up to Florence. Then we were asked
by Churchill to go to Greece and after that | finished up in Palestine.

"We were often under fire and only had half a pint of water a day, tins
of bully beef and hard biscuits, but we had to make the most of it.

"There were a few close scrapes and | lost quite a few of my
colleagues.”
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It was while fighting in the desert in 1940 that Mr Ponfield lost
something special — his precious regiment cap badge.

He explains: "During my time there | lost my beret, and with it, my
badge.

"It was so hot, many a time, we would take our caps off and put them
under our epaulettes, that's how | must of lost it. | had another beret
but | didn't have another badge."

Almost 50 years later there was to be a remarkable reunion of sorts.

Mr Ponfield said: "In 1995 | went to visit the regiment in Germany. |
was talking to one of the officers and | said, 'I've lost my badge.'

"He said, 'What's your number Harold?'

"I said, '5671610,' and he went into his office and 20 minutes later he
brought my cap badge back, saying what do you think of that?

"They had found it in the desert. Someone picked it up and handed it
into the regiment and kept it safe all those years. | didn't know until
nearly 50 years after.
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And the story is about to come full-circle with the former soldier
planning on handing the cap badge back.

He said: "l took it into Swansea this week and had it cleaned. Next
week | hope to present it to the colonel.

"The regiment is marching through Swansea next week, the lord
lieutenant has invited me, and I'm meeting them at Castle Square. I'm
so proud.”

There is only one thing that puts a frown on the face of the man who
has being made a life member of the Royal British Legion and that is
the news that his old regiment may be broken up as part of defence
cuts.

He said: "I'm very annoyed by the fact that they are being disbanded.
They have been to Iraq three times and Afghanistan three times. It
means that all those boys and girls coming back have to find another
job."
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