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attracted the attention of every one at the table. The Licu-
tenant eagerly asked, ‘What was he doing? ‘Why,’ said the
old Chief, with a very grave face but a humorous twinkle
of the eyes, ‘Why, he was making love to an old Squaw we
took along to cook for us, and he seemed to be as uncon-
cerned about the danger as if he was at home in his own
cabin sitting by the fire, and listening to the songs of the
winds among the trees!” The roars of laughter that followed
this denouement drowned Mingo-Puck-shennubbee’s in-
dignant denial of it. The Lieutenant did not attempt any
further conversation.

The Indians met in the fall according to appoint-
ment and the commissioners were successful in the
purchase of land to connect the Tombigbee and
Natchez settlements. Soon after the ratification of the
treaty at Mount Dexter, in 1806, the eastern and
northern boundary line of the cession was run by
Colonel Dinsmore.

Chambers resigned his appointment in 1806 and
remmﬁs_‘f&n_\"lelmmh Carolina. He felt he
had accomplished his mission in establishing the
Choctaw trading house and settling land claims in
the Tombigbee settlement. Gaines was appointed his
successor with Thomas Malone as his assistant.

One of the financial problems facing the newly es-
tablished factory was the payment of duties to the
Spanish authorities on all goods passing through Mo-
bile. Governor Claiborne formally protested the pay-
ment of these duties to the Spanish governor, but to
no avail. Chambers, and later Gaines, paid duties on
all furs and pelts exported and on all goods and mer-
chandise brought to the factory by way of Mobile.
These duties created a heavy financial drain on the
factory as may be confirmed by the following trans-
lation of the Spanish receipt for payment made by
Chambers to the Spanish:

Received of Mr. Joseph Chambers, Commissioner of the
River Tombigbee, one hundred and eighty two dollars,
sixty two and a half cents for duties on entrance and clear-
ance of peltries bound from this port to the port of New
Orleans now on board the Spanish Schooner Cicila, Joseph
Manra Master. For his Security I give this at Mobile this
thirteenth day of April one thousand eight hundred and
four.

Michael Aclara

From the account sheets it is evident that Cham-
bers paid the Spanish customs at Mobile both for the

122, 1bid., p. 142,

merchandise he received and the furs and pelts he
exported. Household goods, cloth, farm tools, guns,
ammunition, etc., were kept on hand to barter for the
Indians’ furs and pelts.

The balance sheet of July 1, 1806, shows how the
business had increased. Stock on hand amounted to
over $26,000. One of the most distressing items was
the large debts owed to the factory by the Indians. In
1806 these totaled $4,000, but gradually they in-
creased to equal one-third of the total assets of the
factory.

Under the management of Gaines, the factory’s
business prospered even though the Spaniards at
Mobile continued to extract heavy duties on all im-
ports and exports. Gaines gives an account of the
business at this time.

The business of the trading house increased its popular-
ity—brought hunters from all parts of the nation. Hunters
of the Creek settlement at the falls of the Black Warrior
came frequently to trade; and I had occasional visits from
Creeks residing beyond the Alabama River. All appeared to
be well pleased with our trade. My instructions from the
Superintendent of Indian Trade made it my duty to be care-
ful not to sell the Indians a damaged article of goods with-
out pointing out the damage and reducing the price to what
I'considered its actual value; when blankets, shawls or cot-
ton and linen goods appeared to me to be lighter or more
flimsey and less durable than they purported to be, to point
out the defect and reduce the price also.'®

It is evident that slaves, spoken of as “his Negro
man” or “my Negro man,” were used in occasional
jobs at the factory. A check through the factory’s Day
Book reveals such payments. The payment for service
was fifteen dollars per month, this of course going to
the owner of the slave. One of the slaves so used was
Gaines” own man, named Jacob, for whom Gaines
charged the factory the regular fifteen dollars per
month. The assistant factor, Thomas Malone, also
owned a slave who worked for the factory.

The type of work done by the slaves is shown by a
notation in the Day Book of the year 1809, dated
March 31: “Paid Thomas Malone for 3 months service
rendered the Trading House by his Negro man Dave
in splitting rails, making fences around the public
buildings, handling skins, etc. at $15 per month.”

Besides the previously mentioned handymen, an
interpreter and a skinsman were employed. During

123, Ibid, pp. 147-148.
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the Cumberland, where I found the supplies in the charge
of Wood Brothers, with the exception of lead, which I was
instructed to purchase. Hearing that a boatload of lead had
been sunk in the Ohio, below Fort Massac, 1 proceeded to
the place, and aided by the commanding officer at Massac,
I purchased the quantity required, brought it up in a public
barge to Smithland, engaged a careful bargeman and crew,
with a good barge to transport the goods from there, and
with the lead 1 had purchased, to Colbert’s Ferry on the
Tennessec. I then returned on horseback to Colbert’s Ferry,
ngements for receiving and ‘packing’ the goods
to Maj. Pitchlyn, at the mouth of the Octibbeha, below
Cotton Gin Port. I proceeded to Maj. Pitchlyn’s and with
his aid, arranged for transporting the goods down the Tom-
bigbee to St. Stephens. It is a little remarkable that all my
orders were carried out with precision and promptness,
and the goods received at St. Stephens in good order with-
out the loss of an article. ™

made arr

Some authors have overemphasized the use of this
route in supplying the factory at St. Stephens, for the
overland route from the Tennessee River to the Tom-

bigbee was never used to any great extent. The dis-
tance was some eighty miles and this was a long jour-
ney for goods to be carried on the backs of horses and
mules. Also, since the Indians would not permit a
road to be built, Gaines had to rely upon the old,
ordinary foot path and pack horse. Transportation of
heavy goods by this means was slow and expensive.

The factory buildings at St. Stephens began to
show signs of decay, and repairs became necessary.
Even though moving the factory to another place was
being considered, Gaines had a new building con-
structed. This time it was made of brick, and Gaines
moved into his new quarters in 1812.1%

It was not until after the Creek War was over that
a final decision was made to move the factory from
St. Stephens to a point further up the Tombigbee, “for
the purpose of placing it further from the white settle-
ments, and nearer to the Choctaw nation—a position
at or near old Fort Confederation on the Tombigbee _
has been fixed.” The factory was moved to its new _\
site at Fort Confederation during the winter of 181
1816 and trading began there in the spring of 181

"
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WAR IN
SOUTH ALABAMA,
in 1813 and 1313,

Map of the war in south Alabama in 1813 and 1814. Lithograph from Sarony & Major,
New York. Courtesy of Alabama Department of Archives and History.
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History of Washington County

Toulmin, who lived in Washington and Mobile Coun-
ties. His early education was obtained in Pinney’s
college, a private school in Mobile, of which Norman
Pinney was principal. He studied medicine in the of-
fice of Dr. Fearn, then went to Philadelphia where he
continued his studies in the medical college of the
University of Pennsylvania. He was graduated M.D.,
1845, and practiced his profession in Choctaw County
for two or three years, then opened an office with Dr.
Goronway Owen in Toulminville, where he remained
for four years. He moved to Mobile in 1852, and prac-
ticed medicine there uninterruptedly, save for the pe-
riod during the War of Secession, until his death. In
1861, Dr. Gaines took charge of the Alabama hospital
at Richmond, VA, an institution presided over by
Mrs. A.F. Hopkins. His health failed him before the
close of the war, and he was forced to return to Mo-
bile, where later he resumed his partnership with Dr.
Owen. For more than thirty years, Dr. Gaines was at
no time in good health. He contracted the lung dis-
ease in the fifties and suffered from it very severely
for many years. His experiments and studies in his
efforts to eradicate the disease from his system, gave
him a remarkable insight into the methods of meeting
the attacks of the same disease on others, and having
first cured himself, or having at least stopped the
progress of the disease, he gave much of his attention
to consumptive patients, who came to him in great
numbers, and for whose relief he labored with a suc-
cess which was regarded as phenomenal. Many cases
are cited where his skill in diagnosis and treatment of
this disease effected permanent cure, while to all who
came to him he gave such assistance as soon marked
him as a physician of eminent rank. From his en-
trance into the practice, he was a member of the Mo-
bile medical society, of which organization, as well as
of the Alabama State medical association, he was at
one time president. He was for many years a member
of the board of health, and served for a time on the
school board as one of the commissioners. He was
professor of physical diagnosis and clinical medicine
for many years and up to the time of his death at the
Alabama medical college; was a Democrat, a vestry-
man for many years in the Methodist Episcopal
church, and a Knight Templar. He m. February 12,
1847, at Toulminville, Mobile County, Mary J., dec.;
daughter of Gen. Theophilus Lindsey and Amante
Elizabeth Toulmin, of Toulminville. Children were 1.
Toulmin Gaines, dec.; 2. Amante, d. October 27,
1889, m. Judge Oliver John Semmes, who was son of
Admiral Raphael Semmes (qv). Last residence: Mo-
bile.

v/
/
George Strother Gaines

George Strother Gaines, pioneer settler, was b. in
1784, in Stokes County, NC, and d. in December,
1872, at State Line, MS; son of James and Elizabeth
Strother Gaines, the former a captain of Culpeper
County, VA, minute men, during the Revolutionary
War, a member of the NC convention that ratified the
constitution of the United States, whose home stood
on the dividing line between VA and NC; brother of
Edmund Pendleton Gaines (qv); grandson of William
Henry and Isabella Pendleton Gaines, the former a
native of Culpeper County, VA, and a member of the
house of burgesses, and of Francis and Susannah
Dabney Strother; great-grandson of William and Mar-
garet Thornton Strother, of Henry and Mary Bishop
Taylor Pendleton, the former of VA, the latter of Car-
lisle, England, and of Richard Gaines, of Culpeper
County, VA; great-great-grandson of Philip and Isa-
bella (Hart, or Hurt) Pendleton, the former a native
of England, who emigrated to America in 1674, locat-
ing in VA where he m. and was a teacher, and of
Thomas Gaines; great-great-great-grandson of Sir
John Gaines of Newton, County of Brecon, Wales,
and of Henry and Elizabeth Pendleton, of Norwich,
Norfolk County, England; great-great-great-great-
grandson of Henry and Susan Carmyer Pendleton, of
St. Stephens, Norwich, England; great-great-great-
great-great-grandson of George and Elizabeth Pettin-
gall Pendleton, of Pendleton, Lancashire, England,
who were married some time in the fifteenth century,
in Norwich County, England, where they afterwards
made their home; great-great-great-great-great-great-
grandson of John Pettingall, of Norwich, Norfolk
County, England, and of George Pendleton, of Pen-
dleton, Lancashire County, England. Sir John Gaines
was the great-great-grandson of Morgan, the eldest
son of Sir David Gaines, the progenitor of the Gaines
family. The name was originally “Gam,” after two
generations changing to Games, which form was ad-
hered to in Wales, but became in England Ganes,
Gaynes, and finally Gaines. Ge S. Gaines re-
wﬂggents to Sullivan County, TNW}

assistant factor of the trading house at St.
Stephens, on the Tombigbee River. He took charge in
March of that year and a year later was appointed
factor, a position he held for fourteen years. In 1816 |
he removed the factorage to Sumter County, resign- |
ing three years later, and in 1822 becoming a mer=~
chant at Demopolis. Gainesville, Sumter County, was
named in his honor. He served Marengo and Clarke
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mained there until 1805 when he was
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Counties in the State senate, in 1825 and 1827. He
assisted in removing the Choctaw tribes to a home
beyond the MS after exploring the country with their
leaders in 1829. In 1830 he began merchandising in
Mobile; for a number of years was president of the
Mobile branch of the State bank; in 1856 removed to
State Line, MS, where he had already established a
farm and served in the legislature of that state in
1861. Author: “Reminiscences of the early history of
the Mississippi Territory,” first part published in the
“Mobile Register” in 1872, and second part in manu-
script form, in Alabama State Department of Archives
and History. He m. about 1812, to Ann, daughter of
Young Gaines. Children were 1. James, m. Rosa —
——; 2. Frank Young (qv); 3. George Henry, m. Mary
Earle; 4. Abner, m. first Miss Saffold, second Marion
Stack; 5. Emanuel; 6. Helen; 7. Mary. Last residence:
State Line, MS.

Ephraim Kirby

Ephraim Kirby, first superior court judge of Missis-
sippi Territory, was b. February 23, 1757, at Judea So-
ciety, Ancient Woodbury, CN, and d. October 20,
1804, at Fort Stoddert; son of Abraham and Eunice
Starkweather Kirby, who were m. May 31, 1756;
grandson of Roger and Martha Kirby, the former b.
1698; great-grandson of John Kirby; great-great-
grandson of Joseph Kirby, of Hartford, CN, who emi-
grated from Warwickshire, England, early in the sev-
enteenth century. Judge Kirby was educated at Yale
college but left without taking a degree. In 1787 Yale
conferred upon him an honorary degree of Master of
Arts. After the Revolutionary War he entered the law
office of Reynold Marvin in Litchfield, CN, and after
diligent study was admitted to the bar. He practiced
law for several years in Litchfield and represented
that district in the Connecticut legislature from 1791
until 1801 when he was appointed by President Jef-
ferson, supervisor of internal revenue and direct tax
fgr the State. In 1803 he was made land commis-
sioner. He was one of the original thirty-five proprie-
tors of the Western Reserve in Ohio and one of the
f1r§t board of directors of that company. He was ap-
pointed by President Jefferson, first superior court
1udge for the Mississippi Territory on April 6, 1804.
He immediately proceeded to his post, Fort Stoddert,
on the Alabama River, near the present Mount Ver-’
non, where he d. a few months later. At the outbreak
of the Revolution he joined a company of volunteers

and fought at Bunker Hill, later enlisted in a volun-
teer cavalry company, December 24, 1776, and was
discharged August 7, 1778. In the engagement at Elk
River he received seven sabre cuts on the head. At
one time he was a lieutenant in RI company. He was
in nineteen battles and skirmishes and received thir-
teen wounds. After the war he was colonel of the
17th regiment CN militia. He was a staunch Demo-
crat, an Episcopalian, and first general grand high
priest of the Royal Arch Masons of the United States,
1798-1804. He compiled and published in 1789 the
first volume of law reports ever issued in America,
reports of cases adjudged in the superior court of the
State of Connecticut from the year 1785 to May, 1788.
He wrote the pledge and organized the first temper-
ance society in America. He m. March 17, 1784, in
Litchfield, CN, to Ruth, only daughter of Judge Reyn-
old and Ruth Welch Marvin. Children were 1. Frances
Kirby, m. Joseph Lee Smith, son of Elnathan Smith
and Chloe Lee, both of New Britain, CN, parents of
the famous Confederate, Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith,
m. Cassie Selden, daughter of Samuel Marshall and
Caroline Hart Selden; 2. Harriet, d. in infancy; 3.
Reynold Marvin m. first Harriett W. Larned, second
Mary Barclay; 4. Edmund, m. Eliza Brown; 5. Ephraim;
6. Harriet, m. Frances S. Belton; 7. Helen, m. Benja-
min A. Putnam; 8. Catherine, m. Joseph P. Russell.
Last residence: Ft. Stoddert.

Abner Smith Lipscomb

Abner Smith Lipscomb, lawyer and associate jus-
tice supreme court, was b. February 10, 1789 in Abbe-
ville, SC and died December 3, 1857, near Austin, TX;
son of Joel and Elizabeth Childs Lipscomb, natives of
Culpeper County, VA, the former a Revolutionary of-
ficer, having moved to South Carolina prior to that
event afterwards migrated to the Mississippi Territory
and settled on the Tombigbee River in Washingto}l
County, now a part of Alabama. Abner Smith Lip-
scomb secured the educational advantages afforded
by the common schools of the period; studied law in
the office of John C. Calhoun and George Bowie at
Abbeville, SC; and settled in the practice in 1811 at
.St' Stephens, then Mississippi Territory. The follow-
Ing year he served as captain of a company of vol-
unteers, raised to suppress the Indians of the south-
ern frontier who had been excited by the War of 1812.
He was a member of the Alabama Territorial legisla-
ture, 1818; judge of the supreme court of the State of
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After the lower house assembled, Sargent and the
legislators questioned the legality of the Washington
County vote and debated at length whether a new
election should be held or the old one validated.

After Sargent had pleaded (many believed more
out of obstinacy than sincerity) that he lacked the
authority to declare the election legal, the house ap-
pealed to Congress. By that time, however, John
McGrew had expressed his unwillingness to serve in
the legislature. Consequently, the eastern section was
totally unrepresented when the house nominated ten
men, two of whom had to be from Washington
County, for the upper house. From this list of ten the
President would commission five, one of whom had
to be from the eastern district, to compose the first
territorial council. Upon making his recommenda-
tions for councilors, Sargent noticed an evident inten-
tion by his political opponents in the legislature to
exclude men of sense and letters, for he found him-
self faced with having to suggest either John Callier
or Flood McGrew as councilor for the Tombigbee Dis-
trict. He eventually decided to name McGrew as the
lesser of two unqualified and unlettered men.”

By this time, Thomas Jefferson had become Presi-
dent of the United States. The people of the territory,
becoming dissatisfied with the arbitrary measures of
Governor Sargent, complained to the President to the
extent that he appointed William C.C. Claiborne
Governor of the Mississippi Territory. Sargent retired
from office and never afterwards filled a public office.
The new governor, who was descended from a re-
spected Virginia family, had moved to Tennessee as a
youth and was a member of the convention which
formed the constitution of that state, a judge of the
Supreme Court and a member of Congress. A man of
unquestioned talents, well-spoken and honest, he
could not fail to make a popular and useful officer in
this rapidly growing frontier. The Territorial Secretary
was Cato West, and the bench of the Superior Court
was filled by Daniel Tilton, Peter B. Bruin and Seth
Lewis.

The first courts in Washington County were held in
1802 and 1803. The superior court convened at Mc-
Intosh Bluff in September, 1802, with the Honorable
Seth Lewis, Chief Justice of the Mississippi Territory,
presiding. On the wvenire facias were the following
jurors: Ransom Harwell, William Rogers, Mathew
Robinson, Tandy Walker, George Robbins, Thomas
Carson, John Burney, Sampson Munger, William Var-
diman, Nathan Blackwell, Francis Boykin, Isaac Ryan,

73. Ibid., p. 196.
74. Pickett, Alabama, p. 463.

William H. Hargrave, Richard Brashears, Daniel
Johnson, John Hinson, Jesse Ross, John Johnson,
James Fair, Joseph Campbell, Richard Hawkins, Ben-
jamin King, Joseph Thompson, Moses Steadham, Jo-
seph Stiggins, John Callier, John McGrew, John
Brewer, Richard Lee, Benjamin Hoven, Samuel Mims,
Michael Milton, William Wakely, Josiah Fletcher, and
William Prince.”

The foreman of the first grand jury was John Cal-
lier. Nicholas Perkins, Esq., produced his commis-
sion, took the oath of office, and was admitted to the
practice of Attorney General of the Court. Lemuel
Henry, Robert Knox, and Leonard D. Shaw were ad-
mitted to practice.

One of the cases tried at this term of court was that
of Mississippi Territory v. David Matthias. The jury
found him guilty of stealing a barrel of flour and re-
turned the following verdict: “Found guilty of steal-
ing barrel of flour value set at $10.00. Ordered to
receive 25 lashes on his bear back, pay the $10 for the
barrel of flour and that he stand committed until the
cost of suit be paid.”

Other excerpts from court records at McIntosh Bluff
in 1802 or earlier are as follows:

In 1802 John Johnston and Thomas Bassett, two of the
justices assigned to keep the peace, placed Wm. Kim-
brough and Jas. Denley under $200. bond to the Governor
of the Mississippi Territory to insure the appearance of Wil-
liam Kimbrough at the next session of the Superior Court
to prosecute and give evidence on behalf of the U.S. against
Mordecai Baldwin on suspicion of murdering William Kim-
brough, Jr.

18 September 1802. Nathan Christmas, John Callier and
Jordan Morgan were bound to the Governor of Mississippi
Territory in the sum of $2,000.00. The condition of this ob-
ligation was to allow Nathaniel Christmas to collect public
taxes of Washington County. (Nathaniel Christmas was
sheriff of Washington County. Succeeded in 1804 by Theo-
dore Brightwell).

17 March 1799. Piamingo Hometak or the young whoop-
ing king, Principal Choctaw Chief of Hobuckintopa or the
Indian Territory, ceded unto John McGrew a certain tract of
lang lying on the East side of the River Tombigby. Wit. John
McClary, Richard Lee and D. Berry.

Mississippi Territory, Washington County. Elijah Powell,
deputy sheriff, authorized by Wilson Carman, High Sheriff,
sold land of a certain John Berry, who absconded from said
county, after lawfully advertising same, to John Baker, a
citizen of said county. Wit. George Robins and John Deese.”

75. Pearson, “Mclntosh Bluff,” pp. 245-249.
76. Ibid.
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The Indian Factory at St. Stephens

r:[l‘\c carly history of St. Stephens has been told in
previous chapters. With its takeover by the Ameri-
cans from the Spanish in 1799, St. Stephens quickly
became the largest town in the Tombi district. It
was the crossroads in the Mississippi Territory for
settlers looking for new lands and for trade with the
Indians.

The French, British, and Spanish colonists in the
early 18th century had developed a trade relationship
with the Indians which became absolutely essential
to the maintenance of their good will. Thus, as carly
as the 1790s, the United States government began to
consider some definite plans for the control of the
Indian trade. President Washington repeatedly asked
Congress to formulate a policy for supplying the
trade needs of the Indians for the purpose of winning
their friendship and overcoming the influence of the
British and Spanish traders. In 1795, Congress voted
an appropriation of $50,000 to establish trading posts
to be managed by the War Department but under the
direct supervision of the President. Two such posts,
or factories, as they were rightfully called, were es-
tablished in the southern regions; one at Coleraine
on the St. Mary’s River in Georgia and the other at
Tellico Block House, one hundred miles south of
Knoxville, in the Southwest Territory.'”

9- In 1796, Congress appropriated $150,000 for the ex-

tension of the factory system and imposed regula-
tions governing the factory business. This system
was considered an experiment, hence further con-
struction was delayed until 1802, when President Jef-

117, Fr. Aloysius Plaisance, OSB, Ph.D., “The Choctaw Trading
Hous: 18031, ©AHQ (1954), 160:393-423. Material tor this
chapter is abstracted from Fr. Plaisance’s work, unless othenwise
noted; permission granted by Fr. Plaisance, St Bernard Abbey, St

ferson’s plan for oblaining Indian lands called for
reactivating the factories. Four new posts were be-
gun, one of which was started at &Mﬂ}ua
for the Choctaw Indians.

Governor W.C.C. Claiborne, under the direction of
Henry Dearborn of the War Department, selected this
site on the Tombigbee and appointed Joseph Cham-
bers the Indian factor for the trading house. Con-
struction on the factory buildings began in the spring
of 1803. In describing the factory buildings, Pickett
says, “The parsonage of the old Spanish church was
used as a skin house, and the old blockhouse served
the purpose of the government 5[\)11*.”'(@1_\;*5, writ-
ing his recollections in later years, described the fac-_
tory buildings as follows: “The old Spanish fort St.
Stephens, was located immediately on the bluff of the
river; one of the blockhouses was in a good state of
preservation and was occupied as the store. There
was an extensive frame warchouse, a room in which
was used as the land office, and a frame dwelling
which had been the officers quarters, all enclosed on
three sides with pickets and a ditch, the river forming
the defenses on the fourth. The frame dwelling was
occupied as a residence by the Uniled States Factor” '™

Great hopes must have been held for the success of
the factory. To this end much merchandise was sent
to the factory during the first two years of its opera-
tion. Between May 4, 1803, and October 6, 1805,
goods estimated at a total value of $40,000 were sent
to the factory.

As soon as he moved into his quarters, Chambers

Bernard, AL 35138,
118, George 5. Gaines, “Reminiscences of Early Times in the
Mississippi Territory,” AHQ, (Fall and Winter, 1964), 26:141





image6.jpeg
38 History of Washington County

began to trade with the Indians. He worked well with
both the Indians and the government officials of the
Mississippi Territory. In a letter to him, Governor
Claiborne praised his ability to manage the factory:
“. .. I doubt not, but that institution will flourish
under your judicious management.” Besides being
the government factor, Chambers was also the Reg-
ister of Land Claims and a member of the Board of
Commissioners for settling land claims. It was fairly
common for a factor to have other duties or appoint-
ments other than the factory business. Pickett char-
acterizes Chambers as a “man of well-cultivated
mind, and of business capacity.” """

Because of his many duties, Chambers in 1804
wrote his friend, George S. Gaines, then working for
a retail establishment in Gallatin, Tennessee, asking
him to come to St. Stephens to help him manage the
factory. Chambers planned to turn the agency over to
Gaines as soon as he learned the business. Gaines
readily accepted the proposal and arranged to leave
for St. Stephens in March, 1805. He traveled by the
slow Toutes of the Camberlandtand Mississippi rivers
to New Orleans. While enroute he met Colonel Silas
Dinsmore, the United States Agent of the Choctaws,
at Natchez, Mississippi. Colonel Dinsmore was on
his way to New Orleans to purchase supplies for a
treaty, which was to be held at St. Stephens with the
Choctaw Indians, in early summer. They traveled to-
gether to New Orleans, where they spent several
days while Colonel Dinsmore made purchases for the
treaty. They booked passage on a small Spanish
schooner to transport these purchases to St. Ste-
phens, by way of Mobile to Fort Stoddert. From Fort
Stoddert they traveled overland by horseback to St.
Stephens. The day after Gaines arrived, Chambers
put him in charge of the trading house because he
himself was so busy with other duties.™

The Choctaws met at St. Stephens in June, 1805,
according to plan. General Robertson, United States
Commissioner from Nashville, and Colonel Dins-
more were in charge of holding the treaty. The pur-
pose of the treaty was to purchase the Indian claim
in order to connect the Tombigbee settlements with
the Natchez settlements. “A very large number of
Indians attended at the time appointed; and the am-
ple provision made for their accommodation ren-
dered their encampment lively and gay with dances,
ball plays, ‘hide the bullet’ and other games of
chance.” 12!

Officers of the two companies of United States in-
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fantry stationed at St. Stephens, Indian chiefs and
their captains, were invited every day by the Treaty
Commissioners to dine with them in the factor’s
house while the negotiations were proceeding. Gaines
observed, “Although the Indians seemed disposed to
oblige their ‘Father, the President of the United
States, they did not feel authorized to sell, but ex-
pressed a willingness to falk this matter over in the
fall at Mount Dexter, near the present town of Macon,
Mississippi.” Gaines wrote about his impressions of
the Indians

I saw much of the Indians during their stay at St. Ste-
phens, which caused both surprise and admiration; they
were not such savages as I had imagined. As I have men-
tioned before, Col. Dinsmore made arrangements for the
chiefs and their “right hand men”, or captains, to dine
every day with the Commissioners, officers of the army,
and others. The table accommodated forty or fifty persons,
half of whom were Indians. The bountiful supplies brought
from New Orleans, and cooks furnished by the officers of
the army, enabled the Colonel to offer a good dinner each
day, with an abundance of wine, which the Indians greatly
relished, participating freely in the wit and humor it
brought forth. I remember an incident connected with one
of those strange and pleasant festivities, which I will relate.
A young lieutenant who sat by me became a little trouble-
some to the old chief, Mingo-Homa-stubbee, by asking a
great many questions. It was so arranged that an interpreter
sat by each chief for the convenience of conversation. “The
Lieutenant asked the old man ‘who was considered the
greatest warrior among them?’ . . . The Chief answered, ‘I
was considered the greatest warrior, but found it was not
the case when returning from a visit we paid President
Washington at Philadelphia.” ‘How did you make the dis-
covery? enquired the Lieutenant. ‘The President sent us in
a ship to New Orleans,” said the Chief, “and when we were
at sea, entirely out of sight of land, a storm came upon us.
The waves were so high they seemed almost to kiss the
clouds, and the ship rolled about among them until I
thought that we would never again see the beautiful hills
and valleys, forests and streams of our beloved country;
and our bones would lie scattered on the bottom of the
strange waters instead of resting peacefully with our de-
parted relations. All this alarmed me—I found that I had
not the firmness in danger and the utter fearlessness of
death of a great warrior, and concluded to go down in the
cabin to see how my friend Puck-shennubbee was affected
by this (to our party) new and strange danger. And what
do you think he was doing?’ The description of the storm
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