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THE HOLLEMAN HOMESTEAD'S 18-inch thick
walls consist of more than 100,000 bricks
'@i and probably were built by slaves 31 years
rator before the Civil War. Despite the addition of
s MMOR a few modern conveniences, this house
oo emanates colonial splendor. PAGE 6

Sia plto by JOWN B SHEALLY I
Louise Holleman, let, Billy Joe Holleran and Gladys Bariow currently reside in Holleman House, biit 130 years ago.
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celebration for, everfone _connected with  yard. “We ate on the side porcn WNen We rost of the world,

‘The Holleman house was buift 31 years before the Civil War, and the two-story Georgian-style porch was built in 1917,

Pre-Civil War splendor continues

Holleman House rests on land
patented by same family in 1684

This is the firs of a series on historic
homes i Isle of Wight County,
By Linda McNatt
Viginiar- Pl LedgerStr saff

I SLE OF WIGHT — A gentle rain is fall-

ing on carly spring flowers outside the

Holleman House on Virginia Route 621

Inside the stately home on this cool
spring cvening, a warm fire bumns in the
main parlor and a family is gathered —
talking, laughing and reminiscing about
days gone by.

“WWhen [ was a girl, we always got to-
gether in the other parlor,” says Gladys
Holleman Barlow, 9, laughing and pointing
across the wide hall. “That’s where I did
my courting And I can remember my f.
ther asking me just how many more win-
ters he was going to have to cut wood for
that fireplace”

Barlow did her courting just after the
tum of the century. But the old house and
the land where it sits was a part of her
family's heritage long before her time.

g i

Local historian Helen Haverty King says
in her book “Historic Isle of Wight” that
Christopher Holleman was the first of se
eral generations to settle in the county.
when e patented 1,020 acres near the
Blackwater River in 1684,

In 1826, Josiah Holleman, a descendant,
deeded 80 acres o his son, Wilson.

King says, “Wilson
bullt a_beautiful, large, L-shaped, brick
house set well back from the road leading
from Ml Swamp Church to. Proctor's
Bridge.

Wilson Holleman martied Ann Nichol-
son of Sussex County, and the house, built
31 years before the Civil War, was pat-
terned after the old Nicholson home be-
tween Wakefield and Courtland, with hand-
carved wainscoting, window frames  and
mantels for six frepiaces.

‘The 100,000 bricks needed to build walls
18 inches thick and huge rooms with high
ceilings vere produced right on the farm,
probably by slave labor:

#“Across, the.front.of the house Wilson

Sl phoos by JOHN 1. SHEALLY 11

mmllﬂmﬂﬂnmu, Louis Holleman, 82, is credited by the rest of il
preserving and bringing tho house up fo modern standards. > ° 1 oMl With

and Ann Holleman spread the date of 1830
— iron letfers attached to iron rods which
ran from front to back” King says in her
book. “In the back are large iron letters: W
& AH, the builders.”

Wilson Holleman passed the gracious

house on to his son, Algernon Sidney,
‘whom Barlow fondly remembers as “Uncle
Nonnie.”

“He was like a grandfather to us,” she

Please see following page
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says, smiling, “He didn't have any children.
Well, he had one little gil, but she died.
“When he began to think about the fu-
ture of this place, he wanted it to stay in
the Holleman name” Barlow says, glanc-
ing around the room. “He willed it to my
father for $3,000. Yes, we have Uncle Noa-
nie to praise for that”
~ ""At'the time, Barlow says, she was still 2
Sile gir, but she remembers the move o
the House so-much_more ‘pretentions”

< than the farmhouse where she vas born.

“Josiah “Joe” Holleman, Barlows father,
was Algernon Holleman’s first cousin, 0ncs
removeil. Algernon, his wife and litle gir
‘aro Buried in a small family cemetery sur-
founded by a wroughtiron fence just a few
hundred yards behind the house.
Barlow's mother.
Augusta, married Josi
ah when she was 42

m———————

the Holleman family.

‘Barlow's memories are filled with recol-
Jections of her childhood. For years, she
attended a small, four-room school near
her home. But when she entered high
school, she boarded with a_relative in
‘Smithfield, a two-hour bugey ride from her
home at Mill Swamp.

‘Eventually, she says, when her elder
brother started high school, her father de-
cided to move to town, where the children
would be close to school. The move
‘ehanged the face of
from its original Colonial architecture.

Josiah Holleman adjusted well to iving
in fown, and he was especially fond of sit-
fing on the front porch, his daughter
recalls.

“Ihat's when he came back here and

added the front porch onto this house”
Barlow says. “He did
love to sit on that

porch”

years old. She had There has never been ‘The two-story, Geor-
three children. Her el gilan-style poreh, which
dest_son, J. Howard A0y SaSOf 1o call the covered the numerals
Siolleman, represented  Stately hhome by any eight and three on the
Surry County as a dele- name other than that of (m;tdu[ the ho\\;&. E‘d.\
gate in the Virginia A added in 1917, By thal
gate in e b Her  the family who has Iived  time, a new itchen to
youngest son, born  and died there, replace the original,

hen Augusia vas 51,
was named_Algernon,
after Uncle Nomnie.

Today, Barlow's
memories’ o growing
up in the grand home
with quiet elegance are
s bright and glowing as the fire in the
parior.

“Once a year, in the summer when the
crops were growving, father would
ring the dinner bell at 5 am." she says.
“We got up, dressed and had breakfast.
There were two wagon loads — the blacks
who lived and worked on the farm were in
‘one wagon and the family was in the other.

300 years.

~ We all sat in straight chairs, and when e
got to the top of the Burwells Bay hill
other would make us all gef out of the

) wagon and walk doyn the hill
afraid of an accident”

“The day was spent sunning, fishing and
‘Water. Enormous picric

She was

wading in_the

called “lay
celebration for_everyone_co

generation upon
generation, for the last

which was at the back
of the property, had
also been built in the
Side yard. The free-
standing kitchen, in re-
markably good cond
ton, still stands today.
‘The home as it appeared then i the one
that Louise Stallings Holleman remembers
coming to as a girl of 20, when she married
Young Algernon, who, like his namesake,
as known as “Nonnie.”

“Nonnie took over the farm long before
my father died.” says Barlow. “He came by
it naturally because of his instinets for
farming”

Lousse Holleman, &, is now the mis-
frese of the fine old home. She recalls that
her in-laws were well into their 805 when
she married and came to live af the Holle-
‘man House.

She is credited by the rest of the family
vith bringing the house up to mode stan-
dards and preserving it in splendid
condition.

“For years, we continued to cook in that
kitchen” she says, pointing toward the
‘vard. “iWe ate o the side porch when v
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house, a back porch
‘converted o a kitchen in the 195
firstindoorbathroom was added i
greeis visitors o the back door.

Billy Joe Holleman stands in a small family cemetery behind the house. He and his
mother, Louise, lease all but 10 of the original 1,020 acres patented by the family farm.

could. We did everything out there in the
summer — ironed, shelled beans.”

She finally tired of cooking in a separate
structure several hundred feet from the
main house, and a back parch was convert
ed fo 2 kitchen in the 13505, The first in-
door bathroom vias added to the house
Sbout the same time.

Louise Holleman supervised several
other changes. An additional bath was add-
o4 in 1964. The central hallway, with over-
sized, double doors at the front and back.
was closed to conserve heat. Later, central
baseboard heat was added.

But it has never been easy to make
changes to_the 160year-old house, says
William J. “Billy Joe” Holleman, the only
son of Algernon and Louise. Piping for gas
ights still remains i the attic. Wide pine
Soorboards had to be removed so that elec-
irical wiring could be run underneath. The
anly plumbing and piping in the house is
part of the newer additions

Basically, he says, the fanily has tried
o make sure that the house remains like
His aneestor built tin 1630.

For him, t has always provided a warm,
comiortable haven, ke & refuge from the
restof the worid.

“Growing up here, I guess 1 had a spe
cial feeling,” he says, smiling at the
thought. “This is my home. There has al
ways boen a sense of security about this
house”

Billy Joe, 48, and his mother lease to
Iocal farmers all but about 10 acres of the
original family lands. As it has for three
centuries, the land each year produces
‘corn, peanuts and sosbeans.

He still hunts and roams the woods and
fields around his home, and grazes three
‘horses in the open fields. Holleman, who
has two children, remains dedicated to the
idea that the house vill remain in the fam-
iy

Unlike many plantation homes in south-
eastern Virginia, the Holleman House has
seldom been known by any other name.
‘There are some historic references to
“Mayfield” which Helen King believes
could represent the home.

But there has never been any reason to
call the stately home by any name other
than that of the family who has lived and

i there, generation upon generation
thelast S0 years. T =

For the Hollemans of Isle of Wight
County, the lovely brick house is a home.
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Bill Joe Holleman stands in 2 small family cemetery behind the house. He and his

mother, Louise, lease all ut 10 of the oniginal 1,020 acres patented by the family farm.

could. We did everything out there in the
summer — ironed, shelled beans.”

She inall tired of cooking in a separate
structure several hundred feet from the
main house, and a back porch was convert:
& to a kitchen in the 1850s. The first in-
door bathroom was added to the house
about the same time.

Louise Holleman supervised several
cther changes. An additional bath was add-
1964. The central hallway, with over-
sized, double doors at the front and back,
was closed to conserve heat. Later, central
baseboard heat was added.

But it has never been easy to make
changes to_the 160yearold house, says
William J. “Billy Joe” Holleman, the only

“Growing up here, I guess I had a spe
cial fecling,” he says, smiling at the
thought. “TRis is my home. There has al-
ways been a sense of security about this
house”

Billy Joe, 4, and his mother lease to
local farmers all but about 10 acres of the
original family lands. As it has for three
centuries, the land each year produces
‘com, peanuts and sosbeans.

He still hunts and roams the woods and
fields around his home, and grazes three
horses in. the open fields. Holleman, who
has two children, remains dedicated to the
idea that the house will remain in the fam-
ily.

Unlike

e many plantation homes in south-

e TUT





 




 

