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In December 1978, Bill Murphy, husband of Alice Holliman Murphy, proposed a contest within the Holliman family to see who could guess the results of the forthcoming college bowl season.  At that time, all chipped in $1 each, and all went to the winner.  The yearly fun began at Bishop Holliman’s home in Cookeville, Tennessee.

During his college years, Bill had worked at a Cookeville jeweler, and he acquired a 8 inch tall trophy with a gold chicken on top.  Hence, the Holliman Chicken Trophy was born which contains the name of the annual winner.  Each winner is responsible for engraving the next year’s recipient on the trophy and mailing it on.

In those first years, these were the players:

Bishop Holliman, his first wife, Gerry Holliman, and their three children, Glenn, Becky and Alice.  Glenn’s first wife, Lynn, was a player, along with Becky’s husband Paul Payne  and Alice’s spouse, Bill Murphy.

With in a few years, the grandchildren of Bishop Holliman began to join the game:

Grace Holliman, married now to Jason Jahn, and their older daughter, Holly participates.

Christopher Holliman has one daughter, Camille, who will soon join him in playing annually.

Bryan and Allison Payne are Becky and Paul’s children.  Allison has recently married and her husband, Jason Mahan, now is a player.

Alice and Bill Murphy have four children – Erin, Jonathan, Patrick and Sean.  Erin has married Sean Hensley and they have three children who play – Will, Drew and Macy.

Jonathan has married Adrienne and they have two children of whom Juliana participates.

Bishop Holliman, a native of Irondale, Alabama, grew up in the 1930s next door to his sister Vena and her husband, Robert Daly.  They had two children, Mary Daly Herrin and Robert Daly, Jr.  

Mary married E.C. Herrin in 1951.  E.C., Mary and Bishop have remained close all these years, as long as Bishop and E.C. do not discuss politics and continue to celebrate Alabama football!  Hence, the Herrins joined in the annual fun, and being Herrins, the anti was raised to a whopping $5 per person.

Mary and E.C. have several children who join them in playing the College Football Bowl Contest.  In 1989, David Herrin became the first Birmingham resident to win the coveted trophy.

David is now married to Kim and they have a child Garrett who plays also.

Clayton Herrin is married to Phylis and their son, Elliott, was a participant.

A major expansion of the family contest occurred when Linda Herrin married Al Bradley, and members of their blended family began to pick their annual selections. Linda’s son, Ford, is a participant.  Linda sent me the details of her family which I copy below.

“Here is the Bradley side of the football pool. Jennifer is Al’s oldest daughter, married to Jared Blair, with two sons, Jackson and Vaughn. Oscar Sotuyo is married to Al’s second daughter, Amy. Amy doesn’t know what a football is (failure on Al’s part!) but Oscar is a huge Texas Longhorn fan. Amy and Oscar are expecting their first child in June. All live in Austin, Texas”.

I hope that covers everybody to date!   If not please let me know.  

             The Winners Since 1979

1979 – Bill Murphy, the inspiration for the bowl game, amazingly won the first year, and pocketed about $15.  I think he treated us all to lunch at McDonald’s.

The Murphys currently live in Trophy Club, Texas, and they are big Dallas Cowboy and A & M fans.

1980 – In an effort to stay even with my brother-in-law, I managed to win the second year and took home the chicken to Bell Buckle, Tennessee where my wife and I worked at The Webb School.

1981/1982 – Only two persons have managed to win back to back.  The first was Lynn Holliman Armstrong, my wife at the time.  I would like to say I helped her, but memory indicates she made her selections on her own.  Only Al Bradley, a football expert, has equaled Lynn’s amazing record.  Lynn is today librarian at Fork Union Military Academy in Virginia.  

1983 – So some reason I sneaked back in the win column.  Remember there were fewer playing then, so it was easier to claim the crown, I mean chicken.

1984 – The man for whom the contest is named, Bishop, or Pa Bish as he is known to his grand children, took the accolades during this presidential election year.  Bishop, b. 1919, resides in Alvila, Indiana with his wife, Ellen, near her family.

1985 – My sister, Becky, an English teacher in Cookeville, Tennessee brought home the laurels for the Payne family this year.

1986 – Keeping the chicken in the Payne family was this victory by Paul.  Paul is a business man in Cookeville, Tennessee selling office and manufacturing equipment.

1987 – The first of Bishop and Gerry’s grandchildren to win the football pool was my son, Christopher Holliman, a bright 9 year old prodigy at the time.  No, I did not help him.

1988 – This was the year of the Big Tie which led to a revision of the rules!  Erin Murphy Hensley and Jonathan Murphy, the two oldest children of Bill and Alice, tied with their Grandmother, Gerry, and their uncle Glenn (me again).  So the tie breaker was invented, that is guess the score of bowl of the highest ranked team.  This too led to some confusion (see 1990), so in the collective wisdom, each is now required to select the total points scored in the Big Game.  It is not perfect (sort of like the BCS selection system), but it gets the job done.  There has been no tie since 1990.  

Erin is the mother of three children, and as a former school teacher, is home schooling them herself in Texas.  Her husband, Sean, serves as a Dallas police officer.

Jonathan is a career U.S. Army Captain and has served once in Iraq, and now three tours in Afghanistan.  His wife, Adrienne and their two children reside in Ft. Bragg, N.C.

1989 – With the trauma of 1988 behind us, we saw the first winner of a Herrin, David to be exact, and for the first time, the chicken spent the year in Alabama!

1990 – The trophy was won by Pa Bish for a second time, but he tied with his grandson, Christopher Holliman, a winner for the second time also.  Chris is a librarian with the Henrico County system in Richmond, Virginia.

1991 – A new grandchild won, Christopher’s sister, Grace, my daughter.  Grace lives today in Richmond, Virginia and after an abbreviated career in vocational rehabilitation, is raising two of my grand daughters, which is darn important work.  

1992 – My goodness, Chris, won again and became the first and only grandchild to have three victories.  Of course, new family members have been joining almost every year, so it becomes more difficult to win.

1993 – Mary Herrin wins for the first time, and the Great Chicken returns to Alabama.

1994 – E.C. Herrin, Mary’s husband, successfully selected the winners that year.  I think E.C. placed the Great Chicken in a cabinet next to his swimming pool, where he could gaze on it as he reclined on his float with a Jack Daniel’s in his hand.

1995 – Bryan Payne, then of Cookeville, but now a resident of Washington, D.C. brought the Chicken back to Tennessee.  Bryan, an Iraq war veteran, is now a consultant with the State Department.

1996/1997 – Al Bradley, Mary and E.C.’s son-in-law and a rabid fan of Alabama football, pulled off the incredible feat of winning back to back trophies.  With more and more grandchildren joining the ‘party’ the Great Chicken becomes more and more elusive to capture.  Al and Linda now reside in Orange Beach, Alabama most of the time where Al continues to supervise real estate investments in Houston, Texas.

1998 – Bill Murphy, the great founder of the Great Chicken, returned to the victory column after nineteen long years in the wilderness.  Bill still travels much of his time in his work as a  manufacturing safety inspector.  For a year, the trophy resided in Texas.

1999 – The Great Chicken returns to Tennessee to Becky.  Today Becky’s daughter Allison has joined her as an English teacher at the local Cookeville high school.  Until Allison married in 2010 and changed her name, they were known as A. Payne and B. Payne.  

2000 – It is perhaps fitting that has the new century and decade began, Patrick Murphy, Bill and Alice’s third child, won the bowl contest.  Again the trophy returned to Texas.  Patrick today is working his way through school at College Station.

2001 – Back to Alabama went the Great Chicken, this time of Eliott Herrion, the son of Clayton and Phyliss,  Eliott today is at the University of Alabama and is in the Million Dollar Band.

2002 – Jason Jahn, my son-in-law, and husband of Grace and father of Holly and Heidi, moved the Great Chicken to Virginia for the second time.  Jason is a chief computer technician for almost 200 CarMax stores across the nation.

2003 – Ellen Cox Holliman, my father’s third wife, walked away with the honors this year.  Ellen is back home in Indiana, after living much of her life in Gadsden, Alabama.  She and Bishop married in 2000.  My father is leaving his Little Black Book to his nephew Charles Ferrell someday.

2004 – The trophy moved to Newport, Pennsylvania where I have resided with my second wife, Barb, since 1992.

2005 – Bryan Payne wins again for the first time in a decade but this time removed the Great Chicken to Washington, D.C.

2006 – David Herrin’s wife, Kim, claims the victory, and much traveled Great Chicken, returns to Birmingham, Alabama.

2007 – With another victory, I am on my way to a stunning decade of successes with the Chicken.  By now Barb and I have sold our fund raising company to the Episcopal Church Foundation, and I commute from Pennsylvania to New York City.

2008 – Kim’s husband, David, charges to a rapid closing and reclaims the Great Chicken for the Herrin side of the family.  Back to Alabama goes the trophy.

2009 – For the third time, Bill Murphy moves his now 30 year old ‘headless’ Great Chicken trophy to Texas.

2010 – Amazingly in a very crowded field, my natural acumen for rugged sports and controlled violence has resulted in a record 6th win for the Great Chicken.  Back to Pennsylvania went the trophy to my library.

2011 – Linda and Al Bradley’s son-in-law, Oscar in Austin, Texas in a crowded field of games and relatives, in his first year in the contest, walked away with the Great Chicken.  It will spend a year at least in the Texas Hill Country.

And that is the story of the three decade old Holliman Bowl Contest, a contest that has reached out and involved family members both close and far.  May it continue for more decades.  Our thanks to Grace and Jason for their recent work in managing the now very large Excel Spread Sheet!

