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MARY POLLY LUCAS HOLLIMAN, 1819 - 1913
Mary Polly Lucas Holliman was born in S.C. on Jan. 2™, 1819, and died in Vernon, AL, on July 5™ 1913.

She was the daughter of Charles Daniel Lucas, born in S.C. on July 30", 1771, and died in Newtonville,
AL, on May 23, 1853. Her mother was Mary Hastings, born in S.C. on Sept. 10", 1786, and died in
Fayette County, AL, on Jan. 21%, 1867. Charles Daniel Lucas and Mary Hastings had 10 children.
Charles Daniel was buried in an Indian graveyard on the Menz Hughes farm about 2 miles north of
Newtonville. I can remember that graveyard from my childhood (RBH) but it has long since disappeared,
being plowed under as a corn field. Charles Daniel and Mary came to the Newtonville, AL, community in
the 1830s and purchased land patents from the Government.

Mary Polly Lucas married Uriah Holliman in Tuscaloosa County on Aug. 29", 1836. The marriage was
performed by the Rev. John Walters, M.G.

Uriah Holliman was born in Lancaster County, S.C., on July 6™ 1816, and died at Okolona, MS, on May
8" 1862, in the service of the Confederate Army. He was the son of Cornelius Holliman, born in
Lancaster County, S.C., on Sept. 25", 1792. He married Elizabeth Plyler in 1813. She was bornin S.C. in
the late 1700s and died in Fayette County in 1838. She is buried in a stack-rock grave at the Springhill
Cemetery in northern Tuscaloosa County, nears Moore’s Bridge just off Route 171. They had 5 children.
He is buried in an unmarked grave at Old Blooming Grove Cemetery in eastern Lamar County, AL. A
Cornelius Holliman memorial stone has been placed in that cemetery to his memory.

Mary Polly Lucas and Uriah Holliman had 13 children (7 boys and 6 girls). All reached adult life except
the first, Mary, who lived 4 years. Mary Polly delivered all of her own children which gave her valuable
experience for events to come. As the clouds of the Civil War appeared, five of her family joined the
Confederate Army: her husband, Uriah, at the age of 46; sons, James Franklin, Charles Daniel, John
Thomas, and Elijah. Her daughter, Sarah Jane, was married to a Confederate soldier. Only 2 of her family
would survive the War: Lt. James Franklin Holliman, Company B, 58" Ala. Infantry Regt., and Pvt. John
Thomas Holliman, Company H, 412st Ala. Infantry Regt. James Franklin is buried in the Holliman-
Stewart Cemetery just south of Bluff, AL., and John Thomas, my great grandfather (RBH) is buried at
Caines Ridge Cemetery just south of Fayette, AL.

In May of 1862, Mary Polly heard from some source that Uriah and son, Charles Daniel, were sick in
Okolona, MS, after the battle at Corinth. They had measles and pneumonia. She hitched up the mule to a
wagon and went to Okolona to tend to her sick husband and son. Uriah died on May 8" 1862, and Charles
Daniel died on May 12", 1862. She stayed to bury her husband and son and then drove the wagon back to
the home place near Bluff. Their graves are among the many “Unknowns” in the Okolona Confederate
Cemetery. She contracted measles while exposed to them and drove home in desperate condition. She
survived to become one of the great, compassionate, pioneer ladies of northwestern Fayette County. She
became the herb doctor and midwife to many during the Civil War and thereafter.

She charged $ 5.00 for midwife services which included prenatal checkups, moving in to the expectant
mother’s home and performing the delivery, staying for a week’s postnatal care of mother and infant, plus
cooking for the family and doing the washing and cleaning house. If ever a grave stone spoke the truth to
the memory of the one interred, it is her stone: “Pioneer Strength, Integrity, Human Kindness”. Take a
sobering look in your Cemetery. One of God’s great compassionate mothers is there.

Mary Polly finished her days at the home of her youngest son, Joshua Warren Holliman (1860 -1944) in
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Vernon AL, Lamar County. One of the last recollections that her son had of her comes from our family
archives. She was “sitting in a rocking chair on the front porch of an old dog-trot house, smoking a corn
cob pipe and nipping from a quart of whiskey that was sitting on the floor beside her chair” ! !

There are many tales to tell about Mary Polly Lucas Holliman and her large family. There is a separate,
exciting tale about each one of them. There are very few cemeteries in Fayette County where you can’t
find one or more Hollimans descended from Mary Polly. Her descendants spread out over Mississippi,
Oklahoma, Texas and Alabama.

This biographical sketch was prepared by one of her great-great grandsons: Dr. Rhodes B. Holliman, born
2-28-28, 5684 Howell Drive, Dublin, Virginia, 24084. Holliman@psknet.com Feel free to use the
contents of this document to sing the praises of Uriah Holliman and Mary Polly Lucas Holliman. They are
true Southern heros.
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Winding Trails

Sharlene McGee Foster -

The pioneer spirit of Mary Lucas Holliman

One day while in Springhill Cemetery
near Bluff I found an epitaph which read;

‘“Pioneer Strength, Integrity, Human
Kindness.”” This was on the tombstone of
Mary (Polly) Lucas Holliman who was
born January 2, 1819 and dxed July 5.
1913.

With an epitaph like that 1 demded
Mary must have been quite a woman. I
felt the need to learn of her contributions
to Fayette’'s early history.

Mary was born in South Carolina and
was one of the ten children of Charles
Daniel Lucas and wife Mary. This Lucas
family was of ‘“‘Black Dutch’ descent.

Charles was a tailor while in Marlboro
County, South Carolina. By the early
1830s his family and several other Lucas
and Holliman families were on their way
south to newer lands.

Their journey ended in the wilderness
around what is now Newtonville. Mary
was just in her early teens when this
journey was made.

One of the other families was that of
Cornelius Holliman and wife Mary
Elizabeth Plyler. These Hollimans
received a land grant in 1836 near
Newtonville,

Cornelius and Elizabeth had at least
three sons and two daughters. Their son
Uriah H. Holliman was born in 1817 in
South Carolina.

In the late 1830s Uriah H. Holliman and
Mary Lucas were married. From 1837 to
1861 they became the parents of 13
children. Mary raised all of these
children except the first born who died at

the age of four years.

By the 1860s Mary and family were
living near Bluff.

The clouds of war soon covered the
south and Mary saw her husband and
four or five sons enter the Confederate
Army. Uriah and two sons would never
return home thus being chaimed by
death while serving ‘“‘the South.”

Uriah and son Charles Daniel were
stationed at Okalona, Mississippi, when
an epidemic of measles and pneumonia
struck the troops. Both were taken sick
and somehow word of their illness got
back to Mary at Bluff.

Mary hitched up her wagon and two .

horses and went by her self to Okalona.
There she nursed her husband and son
until their deaths.

Mary caught the measles herself but
still she made the long wagon trip back to
Fayette County.

When she regained her strength she
again started nursing her sick friends
and neighbors. Mary was skilled in the
use of primitive medicines such as herbs.

Mary was also well known for her skills
as a midwife. When ever and where ever
she was needed Mary would get her
medicine bag and ride off on her white
mule.

The 13 children born to this remarkable

lady are as follows: Mary Holliman - she
was born in 1837 and died in 1841.
Sarah Holliman - She married Charles
Corpelli and moved to Texas.
James F'. Holliman -He was born about

. 1839. He fought in the Civil War and was

taken prisoner. After the war’s end he

settled near Bluff. He married first to
Rebecca Utley and second to Bertha
Powell. .

Charles Daniel Holliman - Hewas born
in 1843 and died in May of 1862 at Okalona
while serving in the Civil War.

John Thomas Holliman - He was called
““Hico John”’ since he lived near the old
Hico Post Office below Fayette on the
Gordo Road. John fought in the Civil
War. He married twice, first to Sarah
Corbett and next to Martha Jane Walker.

Elijah Holiman - He died in a
Confederate - Hospital in Newnan,
Georgia, in 1864 at the age of 18 years.

Nancy Palestine - She married John
Pinion but did not have children. She
lived at Bluff.

Cornelius Holliman - He married Sarah
Elizabeth Smith. They moved to Texas
and raised a large family.

" William Perry Holliman - He married
his cousin Sarah Holliman. They also
moved westward to Texas.

Ann Holliman - She married Rufus
Buckner and moved to Texas.

Rebecca Holliman - She raised a large
family in Texas after her marriage to
John T. “Black John’' Holliman.

Frances Holliman - She married Abner
McClung. They lived near Bluff.

Joshua Warren “‘Bud” Holliman - He
was the youngest of the 13. Him and wife
Martha Goolsby lived in Vernon.

Mary Lucas Holliman was quite a
woman. She accomplished alot in her 92
years. Her many descendants should be
proud of her fine pioneer spirit.
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