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Eliza Jane Trogdon Holliman, born June 29, 1837, in Asheboro, Randolph County, North Carolina, is my Great Grandmother. The picture was taken in about 1925 near St. Francis, Kansas, on the Holliman family farm. The men were her sons, including William Grant Holliman, born 1865 probably in Drakesville, Iowa, after the family fled Arkansas. Grant was my Grand Father who resided in Iowa in 1925. Arlie was the Grand Father of Donald Arlie Holliman, my 2nd cousin in Bird City, Kansas, who matches my DNA at the 37 marker point, so we know we are descendants of Eliza and David Holliman.
On 23andMe, I match cousins with Betty in Florida, so I may be kin yet!!
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Lvavid rannin noliman was oborn Apri
30, 1832 in Monroe County, N.C. In 1848,
when he was age 16, he accompanied his
family to Mississippi, probably traveling
by wagon train. One year later, they
moved north to Saline County, Arkansas.

On March 8, 1854, he married Eliza
Jane Trogdon, whose family had
migrated with the Hollimans. Both David
and Eliza lost all trace of both their
families in 1863, during the Civil War.

For 130 years the Holliman heirs have
searched, trying to make some
connection with David's parent's
relatives. In recent years, two
documents were found in Saline County.
First, the wedding certificate of David
and Eliza, signed by the Reverend
Ezekial Houge of the Methodist Church
South. Second, the October 14, 1850
Census, listing Robert Holliman, age 50,
a farmer with Hulda, his wife, age 48. The
couple married in 1829. Children in their
household were: David Fannin; Nancy;
Lydia; Robert; Sarah; Louise and
Anguish.

Eliza Jane was born June 29, 1837 in
Asheboro, N.C. to the Reverend Uriah
Trogdon and Rebecca. Uriah, a
Methodist circuit preacher, was a
member of the Masonic Lodge. He was a
farmer and a builder of water wheels. He
and Rebecca's family included Eliza;
Armenius; Arlington; Urie; Allison;
Samuel; Oliver and Foel.

Eliza was the granddaughter of William
Trogdon,; great-granddaughter of Samuel
and great-great-granddaughter of William
who came to America from Ratten Row,
Uverstone Region, Lancaster, England.
Her grandmother, Nancy Walker, was the
granddaughter of Colonel John McGee,
an officer in the British Army, who came
o Noith Caiolina, by way of Virginia, from
ireland.

After David and Eliza were married,
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they lived in Benton, Arkansas. Her
parents lived in Brownsville, Ark. where
her father, Uriah was a Methodist
minister. With Arkansas seceding from
the Union, preaching against slavery
became a dangerous business. Uriah,
his life threatened, packed his
belongings, loaded his livestock and
family, and moved, after night, to
Drywood near Fort Scott, Kan. Never
again did he see Eliza and her children,
nor Armenius.

Even though David Holliman did not
believe in slavery, he joined the
Confererate Army which he later
deserted to work as a mule tender in the
Union Army. After their home was
destroyed by Confederate soldiers,
David, Eliza and their three small children
moved by wagon to Farragut, lowa. They
remained in lowa for 22 years. By
profession, David was a blacksmith.
Eliza was a seamstress.

They bacame interested in
homesteading in western Kansas, having
heard about Cheyenne County, with its
free land and many opportunities. In the
spring of 1887, the Holliman
boys--Joshua, Grant and Willis, along
with Link Miller, Lawrence Griffin and
Edward Idleman, loaded three railroad
boxcars and came on the immigrant train
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lowa with two covered wagons. They
remained there until the early 1900s,
when they returned to Cheyenne County.

Eliza searched for her family until her
death in May 1931, at the age of 94
years. A few years after her death, her
granddaughter saw the name of Glen O.
Trogdon in a Coffeyville, Kan.
newspaper. Glen was teaching in
Montgomery. Soon contact was made
with the Trogdon relatives.

The Hollimans had ten children
Mahulda Jane, Theodashia Bedetta,
Alexander Joshua, Emanuel, William
Grant, Willis Hall, Mary Amandaville,
Clara Myrthe, Arlie H. and Estella and 37
grandchildren. Today there are over 600
descendents. They also have many still
residing in Cheyenne County and the
surrounding area.

David Fannin died May 28, 1909 and
Eliza Jane Trogdon Holliman died May
13, 1931. Both are buried in the St.
Francis Cemetery.

A Holliman-Trogdon reunion is held
annually on Labor Day Sunday.

Submitted by
Ann Maring
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Thursday, September 21, 1989

Holliman-Trogdon Reunion Held‘

David Fannin, born 1832, and Eliza
Jane Trogdon, born 1831, Holliman family
- homesteaded in Cheyenne County,
Kansas 102 years ago in 1887. On
September 3 a family reunion was held in
the St. Francis Recreation Center with a
bountiful potluck dinner. Hostesses
_planning this enjoyable day were
Kenneth and Naomi Holliman and Jack
and Ann Maring. The tables were
decorated with fresh brown-eyed susan
flowers.

David and Eliza traveled by immigrant
car to lves (Parks), Neb. They were
accompanied by six of their eight
children: Joshua, Grant, Willie, Mary,
Arlie and Estella. The two older
daughters, Mahulda and Theodoshia
remained in lowa.

Four grandchildren were present at the
reunion: Cecil Holliman, Kenneth
Holliman, Faye Randall and Lola Graves.

Chic Wilber, 87, was the oldest person
present and Jennifer Lampe, age 6, fifth
generation, was the youngest child
present. Helen Hicks, Little Rock, Ark.
traveled the most miles. .

A happy birthday card was signed for
Sylvia Updike, Craig, Colo. who will be 99
on October 19, the daughter of Willis and
Elizabeth Holliman. A get well card was
signed to be sent to Carroll Billington who
is in the Greeley, Colo. hospital.

The program was presented by guest
Tobe Zweygardt, who showed an
interesting and educational slide
presentation on historical places in
Cheyenne County.

Katherine Eggeman and Helen Hicks,
-granddaughters of Theodoshia Holliman
and D.J. Markey, recollected memorable
stories in the lives of their parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents.
They belonged to the second daughter
who remained in Missouri. The rest of
the Holliman family was only a dream until
ten years ago when they decided to find
their lost cousins. They related the story
of David in the Confederate Army during
the Civil War, the Andersonville, Ga.
prison camp, the burning of David's and
Eliza's home, the escape of Eliza and the

— three older children from Little Rock, Ark.

to Farrogut, lowa by horse and wagon.
But the question still remains how did
David find Eliza, after the Civil War when
they lost both their families. The
Hollimans were dissenters who fled from
England and sailed from Holland to
America., .

After the program all the family
enjoyed visiting, getting acquainted,
viewing scrapbooks, updating
genealogy records, taking pictures and
reminiscing over old pictures.

The 1990 reunion will be held again on
Labor Day Sunday in St. Francis.

-~ Descendents of Theodoshia Bedatha
Holliman, born 1857, and D.J. Markey
were Katherine Eggeman, Carterville,
Mo. and Helen Hicks, Little Rock, Ark.

Descendents of Willis H., born 1867,
and Elizabeth Jane White Holliman were

~Jack and Ann Maring, Bird City and
Darrel and JoAnne Jones, Jeremy and
Jill, Goodland.

Descendents of Link and Mary
Amanda Holliman, born 1871, Miller were
Faye Randall and Donna Johnson,
Longmont, Colo.

Descendents of Arlie H., born 1875,
and Sylvia E. Zimmerman Holliman were
Cecil Holliman; Jack and Josephine Ford;
Charles Graves; Hurb and Lola Graves;
Norman and Gwen Jacobs and Chad;
Tom and Donna Stevens, Shawna,
Shannon and Sharissa, Kenneth and
Naomi Holliman,- Chic and Henrietta
Wilber, all of St. ‘Francis; Ken and Aphelia
Asche, Ogallala, Neb., Larry and Kay
Lampe and Elroy and Jo Lampe, Amanda
and Jennifer, of Salina. e

Guests of Tom and Donna Stevens
were Mr. and Mrs. David Kenze, Olathe.
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