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| Homecoming a gift to remember

Ttwas 1942, and my season. That meant I could be ~ Atlanta, and it would be six
second Christmas to be away  in Birmingham, Ala,my hours before the next one. |
from home. I was stationed~ hometown, by Christmas  coulda’t wait thatlong.

aboard a US. Navy destroyer,  night, and i would walk in “The Greyhound Bus
and we were returing 0~ just as my family was siting  terminal was just a block
Norfolk on Chrismtas Eve,  down to eat. The anticipation from the train teminal. At
having escorted acomvoy  of being home for Christmas  midnigh. I bosrded the bus
across the Atlantic, Tewas @ was almost too much 1o bear!  and five hours later T was in
sad time. The war had not yet My train left Nofolk in  Birmingham, the day after
tumed in our favor, Casually e aftemoon. It was ‘Curistmas. My mother and
lists mounted, as did draft  crowded, as all trins were  daddy were just iting down
calls, and hardly a family in  then, and it low-poked its 10 breakfst when | walked in.
the land was unaffected by the - way through the Virginia  What a wonderful surprise:
‘war, Bing Crosby dreaming of - countryside. When daylight  that was! They had thought |
a white Christmas did itle o~ came, we were stll along  was on the sea, doing battle:
cheerupa shipload of ssd-  way from Alabama. That's  with the cnemy, but there |

sack saiors. how it wentall that day, and 1 was,in the fesh!

‘Butwhen we dropped  soon realized I would potbe  That was & homecoming
‘anchor in Norfolk that home for Christmas. Late ~ and a Christmas I'l never
aftemoon, the captain aftemoon, the conductor forget!

Sosoucal e qow ) Sopouuced i, e o by

‘wartime traffc, the train - Bishop Holliman, Avilla
swould terminate it run in
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Bishop Holliman was the first of the sons of Ulyss and Pearl (photo above) to enlist in World
War I1. By February 1942, he was stationed in Key West, Florida. His parents, his sister and
her husband, Loudelle &amp; Charles Ferrell and his brother, Ralph, all drove from
Birmingham, Alabama to the tip of Florida to visit Bishop. Imagine the agony of that trip on the
poor roads and inadequate lodging facilities of that era. Here are the parents, dressed in
Sunday finery, posing with their son in his uniform on a beach. All three are wearing hats. It
was a different time and place.

The Fifth Child of Ulyss and Pearl Caine
Holliman (1919)

by Glenn N. Holliman

(Note these biographical pages are under construction always. Photographs and stories from these families are
‘welcome and encouraged. If there be any photo or information the family does not desire published, please let me
Know at Glennh815@yahoo.com.)

Homer Bishop Holliman was born December 17, 1919 at the family home in Irondale,
Alabama. He was the fifth of seven children born to Ulyss (1884 - 1965) and Pearl
Caine Holliman (1888 - 1955). He attended elementary school in Irondale and high
school at Shades Cahaba. Before World War II started, he finished almost three years
at Birmingham-Southern College. From November 1941 until September 1945 he
served in the U.S. Navy as a radioman on the destroyers USS Barker and Butler. As
the war ended, he married Geraldine Stansbery, finished college, and began teaching
history at Shades Cahaba and later Shades Valley High School. Children came along,
first Glenn (1946) and then Rebecca (1950). Although he had finished a M.Ed. at the
University of Alabama, he opted to leave teaching and take a position in the Social
Security Administration. There he stayed from 1952 to retirement in 1983.

A third child, Alice, was bom in 1956 in Johnson City, Tennessee. With each
promotion came a move. The family migrated from Birmingham to East Tennessee to
South Carolina to Alabama (again) to Tennessee (again). Finally in 1964, Bishop and
Gerry put down roots in Cookeville, Tennessee, where the children finished growing
up, married and started their own families. In the small town, both Bishop and Gerry
served their church and community in many aspects. Grandchildren began coming in
the 19705, and now there are eight, plus five great grandchildren.

Sadly the World War Il marriage died in 1988, and both Gerry and Bishop would later
remarry. Bishop, first to Anne McLaughlin of South Carolina from 1990 until her
death in 1999, Later, Ellen Cox from Gadsden, Alabama from 2000 to the

present. Currently Bishop and Ellen reside in Avilla, Indiana near her family.
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1989
Bishop visited Ireland and found a 'Bishop's Walk'!

Below

Can you identify the persons in this picture taken (circa 1939) in the North Carolina
mountains? Left to right is Vena Holliman Daly, Virginia Holliman Cornelius, Robert
Daly and far right, Bishop Holliman. During the 1930s, vacation travel by
automobile became possible in the U.S. with paved roads and stronger

automobiles. This article and photo posted September 9, 2010.
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Left to right in this photo at an English country house hotel in the Cotswolds are
Barbara Holliman, Bishop, his second wife, Anne McGauphlin, who died in 1998 and

Glenn Holliman.








