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farmers erected in Mecklenburg County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, The
harlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Property which most resembles it is the N S. Alexander House,
rected in 1903, Although the James A. Blakeney House is not unique, it is one of the few
urviving remnants of the built environment which was associated with the cotton economy of
thern Mecklenburg County at the turn of the century. Indeed, this writer is aware of only four
ther farmhouses of similar or earlier vintage which survive in the general vicinity of the James A
lakeney House, Also noteworthy is the fact that this section of Mecklenburg County is
ndergoing rapid suburbanization. Consequently, the house and land are clearly endangered

ictorian motifs are evident on the exterior of the James A. Blakeney House — the large bay on the|
eft front, the decorative detail on the second floor windows of the bay, the slate-covered wable
oof and two cross gables, the wood shingles i the gable ends, the large, tin-roofed wraparound
rch, and the Wooden lattice at the right rear of the wraparound porch. The overall massing of the|
ouse, however, as well as its architectural appointments, are quite simple, even rustic. The house,
for example, rests on brick piers with subsequent brick in-fill, and the dominant exterior wall
overing is clapboard. The fascia of the cornice of the wraparound porch is composed of small
ertical boards of unrefined design. The house contains an offset right chimney and an offset left
chimney, plus a chimney at the rear of the kitchen, Seven lightning rods are atop the house. The
enestration is irregularly punctuated, and dominant window type is 2/2 double sash, with the
indows on the right front of the first floor extending to the floor of the wraparound porch.

(The house also contains suggestions of classical revivalism. Arched windows with keystones

lpunctuate the front gable ends of the cross gables, and sixteen Doric columns support the roof of

ke wraparound porch. But the overall treatment of the house suggests to this writer that the edifice
as the work of a local builder and should be labeled 'vernacular”

[The front door s pine with a single, large glass, no sidelights but a transom, and broadly-fluted
pilasters with a bull's eye-decorative element in each base. The interior of the James A. Blakeney
[House is largely unchanged from the original. The hardware, the doors, the mantels in the eight
fireplaces, the plaster walls, the magnificent pine wainscoting, and the newel posts, pickets, and
handrail of the straight staircase which rises forward from the rear of the central hallway, are all
riginal.

[For more information.

IProperty Profile: James A. Blakeney House - Restoration in Progress

hitp://www.cmhpf.org/surveysrblakeneyhse.htm 5/19/2008





image1.jpeg
The James A. Blakeney House Page 1 of 6

B - Browse]
.. | Historic Properties| About The Local lHomel
(Applicationsi, e rties For Saljcomm:ssuon nguc lHistoryl-"KS|Page

\This reportwas written on February 5, 1986

1. Name and location of the property: The property known as the James A. Blakeney House is
ocated on the Blakeney Heath Road in the Providence Community of Mecklenburg County, North

arolina

2. Name, address, and telephone number of the present owner of the property: The owner of
khe property is;

llie Blakeney Life Estate et al

R025 East Eight St.

[Charlotte, NC 28204

[The present occupant of the property is

argaret Blakeney Bullock
[Telephone: 704/542-3705

B. Representative photographs of the property: This property contains representative
hotographs of the property.

http://www.cmhpf.org/surveys&rblakeneyhse.htm
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. A map depicting the location of the property: This report contains a map which depicts the
location of the property.

. Current Deed Book Reference to the property: The most recent deed to this property is
corded in Mecklenburg County Deed Book 4641, Page 948, The Tax Parcel Number of the
property is 229-051-06.

6. A brief historical sketch of the property: This report contains a brief historical sketch of the
property prepared by Dr. William H. Huffman

. A brief architectural description of the property: This report contains a brief architectural
escription of the Property prepared by Dr. Dan L. Morrill
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/8. Documentation of why and in what ways the property meets the criteria for designation se|
forth in NCGS 160A-399.4:

a. Special significance in terms of its history , architecture, and/or cultural
importance: The Commission judges that the property known as the James A
Blakeney House does possess special significance in terms of Charlotte-Mecklenburg
the Commission bases its judgment on the following considerations: 1) the James A
Blakeney House it a well-preserved example of a type of farmhouse erected by
prosperous farmers in Mecklenburg County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries; 2) the James A. Blakeney House and outbuildings constitute a rare
combination of agriculturally-related edifices in a section of Mecklenburg County
which is experiencing rapid suburbanization and 3) the James A. Blakeney farm might
contain important historic and pre-historic archaeological artifacts.

b. Integrity of design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling, and/or
association: The Commission contends that the architectural description included in
this report demonstrates that the property known as the James A. Blakeney House
meets this criterion.

9. Ad Valorem Tax Appraisal: The Commission is aware that designation would allow the owner|

apply for an automatic deferral of 50% of the Ad Valorem taxes on all or any portion of the
bropery which becomes *historic property.” The current appraised value of the house is $11,740.
[The current appraised value of the 109.75 acres of land is $26,610. The total appraised value of the
roperty is $38,350.

ate of Preparation of this Report: February 5, 1986

repared by: Dr. Dan L. Morrill

harlotte-Mecklenburg Historic Properties Commission
1225 S. Caldwell St. Box D

harlotte , NC 28203

[Telephone: 704/376-9115

Historical Overview

lby Dr. William H. Huffman
January, 1986

[The James A. Blakeney House in southern Mecklenburg County is an endangered species. This
nce model farm that was toured by schoolchildren is now in danger of disappearing along with
fmany others in rural Mecklenburg County, victims of ever-spreading suburban development. Built
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INotes

! Louise Barber Matthews, 4 History of Providence Presbyterian Church (Matthews, NC:
IProvidence Presbyterian Church, 1967), pp. 176 -181; interview with Eudora Blakeney Garrison,
[Charlotte, N.C., 30 January, 1986

P Interview with Eudora Garrison: interview with Margaret Blakeney Bullock. 16 January, 1986
ecklenburg County Deed Book 33, p. 137, 16 Feb. 1883

* Deed Book 224, p. 662, 1 Feb. 1887; interviews with Eudora Garrison and Margaret Bullock.
[* Deed Book 117, p. 116,27 Jan. 1897; Deed Book 269, p. 708, 8 March 1911
Interviews with Eudora Garrison and Margaret Bullock.

" Bessie Blakeney McAlwaine (1891-1935), a longtime missionary to Japan; Lina B. Ardry (1893
). Harriet Caldwell Blakeney (c.1894-1900); Edmonia Martin Blakeney (1896-1950), Margaret
Blakeney Richardson (1900-c.1980); J. A. Blakeney, Jr. (1901-1973); Grace Hoge Blakeney
1904-1906); Eudora Blakeney Garrison (1906-).

Matthews, History, cited above; interview with Eudora Garrison.

Family Bible of Wilma Alma Blount Blakeney; interviews with Eudora Garrison and Margaret
Bullock

” Interviews with Eudora Garrison and Margaret Bullock.

Architectural Des

ription

[The James A. Blakeney House (ca. 1905-06) is a three-bay wide by four-bay deep, two story,
rame farmhouse, with a tin-roofed, one-story projection on the rear that contains a kitchen, porch,
Jarder room, and bathroom, the last having been added in recent years. It is located on Blakeney
IHeath Road in the Providence community of Mecklenburg County, NC and faces north. In addition|
0 the main house, the property contains several outbuildings, including a barn, two tenant houses,
h chicken house, cotton house, corn crib, shop building, pig pen, and a garage. Moreover, a
Kubstantial number of pre-historic archeological artifacts, principally arrowheads, have been found
n the property, suggesting that it might possess archeological significance

(The James A. Blakeney House is a rather typical example of a type of dwelling which prosperous
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