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James Reed Blakeney was born September 11, 1928 in the
rural community of Pickens County, known as Palmetto,
Alabama. He was the 10" child of Lee Boyd Blakeney and
Amelia Godfrey. They were wonderful, God fearing parents
who always found time to remind their children of the
importance of a good name.

Lee Blakeney was a farmer and a Barber by profession. He
had attended a proper Barber College to claim his
professional title and at the end of his life was still performing
that trade.

Reed attended local schools and had older siblings as
teachers during the elementary education days .Later in life-
he attended Livingston State Teachers College in southern
Alabama...He had a brief stint as a teacher and school
administrator. Afterward, his life’s work has been in the field
of medical gases and equipment.

During his mid-life, Reed began exploring his roots and
came upon information not previously disseminated to his
family. The result of his research formed the initial concept
of the novel “Sipsey.”

The credit for any material success in Reed’s life will always
go to his upbringing and the profound wisdom of a mother
who always believed that “ a good name is better to be found
than great riches.”






 




 

