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The Joel Wilson Family

Joel Wilson, son of James A. Wilson and Elizabeth Written (see separate article),
was born 5 Sep 1839 near Wesley Chapel in Fayette County, AL. He married Prudent Adeline
Oliver, his first cousin, who was the daughter James Oliver and Carissa Wilson. He died 2 May
1919 and was buried in the Old Wesley Chapel Cemetery at age 80. His wife, called Adeline,
was born 8 Nov 1848 and died 6 Nov 1943 at age 94. She was also buried at Old Wesley Chapel
Cemetery. Both attended Church at Wesley Chapel Church and Sunday School.. Their old home
place still stands near the Lamar County line and Wesley Chapel.

Amy Holliman Self, their granddaughter remembers Joel’s wry sense of humor which he
directed at his grandchildren, and his way of walking around the farm with his hands clasped
behind his back. She also remembers that her uncle Frank (Francis), a Baptist preacher, took her
for a ride in his buggy and told her that even though he was a preacher he was not as fine a man
as Joel. On 4 Mar 1860 Joel received a Federal Land Grant #37922 for 160 acres in Fayette
County and 120 acres now in Lamar County.

Joel was one of four brothers to serve in the Civil War, enlisting as a private in Company
B, 41* Infantry Regiment 22 Mar 1862 and served until the surrender. The muster rolls show that

he was later promoted to Corporal, and that he was wounded in the battle of Murfreesboro, TN.
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31 Dec 1862. He was also admitted to the hospital at Howard’s Grove, VA. 31 Aug 1864 and
was given a 40 day furlough 15 Sep 1864. He was paroled as 2 prisoner of War under oath May
1865 at Appomattox.

Joel and Adeline had 13 children, of whom 8 lived to maturity. Of the 4 females only
Elizabeth married, with Belle, Delia and Sue Emma being old maids who continued to live at
home until their deaths. Of the 4 sons, all became dentists, and three of them moved to Texas.

He was listed in the census of his father James A. Wilson in 1840 as a son 0-5,in 1850 as Joel,
age 13;and in 1860 as Joel age 21. In the 1870 census of Fayette County Joel is 35,2 farmer with
real estate valued at $350, wife Adeline age 24, William age 2, and James J. (A) age 6 months.

In the 1880 census Joel Wilson age 40, Adeline age 30 Wwilliam A. age 12, Adison, age 9, Emaline
age 8, Belza A. age 7, Elizabeth age 5, Cordelia age 3, Felix age 1, baby age 1\12. In the 1900
census of Fayette County Joel is 61, Adeline age 52, Emma age 28, Belle age 26, Delia age 23,
Felix age 21, Emery age 12, Minor age 10. All could read and write. In the 1910 census of
Fayette County, Joel Wilson age 71, wife Adeline age 62, Belle age 34, Delia age 32, Minor P.
age 20. Joel’s brother Frank lives nearby.

In the Agricultural Census of 1880 Joel Wilson was listed as having 225 ac. improved land
and 375 ac. unimproved land valued at $1 ,013.He had 2 horses, 2 milch cows, 9 cattle, 55
chickens, 2 calves, 24 lambs 13 swine, 12 apple and 25 peach tress. He raised cotton, hay, sweet
potatoes, corn and oats and cane for sorghum.

His will was written 27 March 1917 and probated in May 1919 in Fayette County. “All

property to wife Adeline. At her death daughters Belle and Delia shall be first compensated for

their life of service to us parents. All that remains to be divided between all heirs.” He named his
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son, W. A. Wilson as executor, but he declined to serve since he lived in Texas. Joel’s son Emory
petitioned to be Administrator with will annexed, which was granted..

Adeline lived to a great old age, but was said to be a little perverse. When her daughter
Elizabeth married M. J. Holliman she wouldn’t speak to them or their children for a long while
since her daughter had married “One of them Baptists.” Around age 90 we grandkids were sent
out to find her — which we did. She was standing in a cane bottom chair in the Pecan grove with a
long bamboo pole burning caterpillar nests out of the trees.

Of the three old maids who stayed at home, Delia could hear a little if you yelled but could
not see very well. Belle could hear loud thunder, and Emma could scarcely hear anything. All
conversations were loud enough to be heard for miles. Unfortunately, the old girls did like to talk
about people, especially the wives of their relatives, and were usually overheard.

Children of Joel and Adeline Wilson are as follows:

Dr. William Andrew Wilson, a dentist, born 2 Dec 1867 Fayette Co. Died in Brownsville,
TX. Married Kate (Unknown). They had children Minor, Walton, Gladys, Vance and Willis.

James Attison Wilson b. 18 Nov 1869 Layette Co. Died 1885. Buried in old Wesley
Chapel Cemetery.

Matilda Emaline Wilson, called Sue Emma, born 5 Nov 1871, died 26 Jan 1965 in Fayette
County, AL. Nearly deaf, she was a maiden. In her father’s estate records she was working in the
cotton mill at Columbus. She finished her life on the home place with her sisters. Buried at Old
Wesley Chapel.

Ano Orabelle Wilson, called Belle. Born 1 May 1873, died 14 Jul 1967 Fayette County.

She was a maiden and hard of hearing. Buried at old Wesley Chapel.
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Addie Wilson born 1875 Fayette County, died 1885. Buried at 0ld Wesley Chapel.

Elizabeth Wilson, called Lizzy. Born 26 Feb 1875 in Fayette Co. She Married Moses J.
Holliman, son of Warren Holliman and Mary “Polly” Blakeney, daughter of Tom Blakeney, in
1898 in Fayette County. She died 13 Apr 1958 in Fayette County, buried Clay Methodist Church
in Jefferson County. They had children Walter O. Holliman who married Grace Davidson 1926,
Felix V. Holliman who married Mildred Kendrick; Avis who married Bedford Ayres and who
lives in Seattle; Amy, who married Hardy Self and resides at Clay, AL.

Cordelia Adeline Wilson, called Delia, born 26 June 1876, died 20 Aug 1973 at age 97 in
Fayette County. Buried at Old Wesley Chapel.

Dr. Felix Wilson, a dentist, born Jul 1878 Fayette County, married Julia Atkins. Died in
McAllen, Texas. They had children Lois, Ruth and Dr. Bruce Wilson, DDS.

Carrilee Wilson born 1882 and died 1885 Fayette, AL. Buried Old Wesley Chapel.

Fulton Wilson born 1883, died 1885 in Fayette County. Buried Old Wesley Chapel.

Unnamed Infant born 1886, died 1886 Fayette County. Buried Old Wesley Chapel.

Dr. Levert Emory Wilson, a dentist, born Apr 1888 and died 1929 in Fayette County. He
married Edwina Prater. He is buried at Old Wesley Chapel. Leila and her daughter Jewel live in
Crossville, TN.

: Dr. Minor P. Wilson, a dentist, born Feb 1890 in Fayette County, married Leila Root in
Texas. Died in 1979 McAllen, TX. They had children Mildred who married William Younkin and
lives in Fayetteville, AR ; Jean who married a Mikeska and lives in Austin, TX; Evelyn who

married Richard Lindsay. Now divorced she lives in Colorado Springs, CO.

Word Count 1230





image5.jpeg
Page 5
Submitted by Walt Holliman, 2601 Chandalar Lane, Pelham, AL 35124. Telephone 205-663-5983

Residence, 205-620-2372 Office.

Sources: U. S. Census Fayette County, AL 1840-1880 and 1900-1920. Agricultural
Census 1850-1870. Fayette County Courthouse Records, Whitten-Wilson Bible in my posession;
Wesley Chapel Sunday School Attendance Book 1860-1875; Conversations with Mildred
Holliman, Amy Self, Avis Ayres, Evelyn and Mildred Lindsay. Personal Recollections of the
author. Wilson Family Group Sheets and a manuscript on the Wilson Family prepared by Mrs.
Mary Elmore, and Alabama Death certificates of Joel and Adaline Wilson.

Caption: Family of Joel Wilson and Adeline Oliver ca. 1912. Rear: Moses J. Holliman.
Elizabeth Wilson Holliman, Sue Emma Wilson, Delia Wilson. 2* Row: Minor P. Wilson, child of
Andrew Wilson, Walter, Felix and Avis Holliman, Belle Wilson, Felix Wilson, Julia Adkins

Wilson, Emory Wilson. Front: Andrew Wilson holding one of his children, Kate, wife of Andrew,

Joel Wilson, Adaline Oliver Wilson.
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