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James Franklin Holliman Family

Rebecca Utley
Stewart
1829 - 1883

James Franklin
Holliman
1839 - 1911

Bertha Lee
Powell
1876 - 1948

Children

Virginia Ann "Jennie"
Holliman
1866 - 1934

Holland Dean
Holliman
1867 - 1868

Mollie
Langston
1872 - 1934

James Isaiah
Holliman
1870 - 1954

Virgie Lee
Trimm
1895 - 1965

Dora
Mosley
1880 - 1900

William Bailey
Holliman
1875 - 1950

Sarah Bertha
Waldrop
1879 - 1965

Daniel Franklin
Holliman
1895 - 1897

Cleon Carlisle
Holliman
1897 - 1977

Rhoda Pearl
Williams
1895 - 1989

Leon O'Lenthus
Holliman
1900 - 1977

Rosie Lillian
Williams
1902 - 1999

Janet Ellen Douglas
Holliman
1903 - 2002

Detoy
Williams
1904 - 1990

Mary Elizabeth
Holliman
1909 - 1999

John Denver
Tumer
1907 - 1993

John Newton Hall
Holliman
1905 - 1998

Annie Mace
Reed
1910 - 1997
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- land from George Smith, which transaction was endorsed by Christopher and Anne, his wife.
This tract was sold to Thomas Pitt on Dec. 9, 1668, and Christopher's wife was named Mary in
this transaction. In October 1677 the names of Christopher C. Hollyman and Chris Holliman Jr.
appear on a petition of pardon to the King during Bacon's Rebellion. Whether the original
= Christopher was the son of Christopher or the several court records naming two different men
- were those of the first Christopher who was the father of four sons including Christopher Jr. can
hardly be determined.

- "In searching the records of landings at Jamestown, Va. we find a Xtop Holeman (X is the
= abbreviation of Christ) landed on May 22, 1650 sponsored by John Cox. That same year a Judith
Holomon landed, sponsored by Thos. Wilkinson. In 1653 a Christopher Hollman (Holleman) and
two Judith Hollimans were brought to Virginia by John Sheerlock. That same year John Cox
4 brought over Judith Holloman. In 1656 a William Hollimen was sponsored by Thomas Rolph."

One of the children of CHRISTOPHER CHARLES HOLLIMAN SR. and MARY RICHARD
was:
- Generation No. 3

CHRISTOPHER C. HOLLIMAN JR. (son of CHRISTOPHER CHARLES HOLLIMAN SR. and
MARY RICHARD, and grandson of JOHN HOLLYMAN the emigrant) was bornin 1659 and died
1731 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. He married SUSANNA about 1683. She died
- in 1755. CHRISTOPHER C. HOLLIMAN JR. and SUSANNA’s son was:

Generation No. 4

4 JOHN HOLLIMAN (son of CHRISTOPHER C. HOLLIMAN JR. and SUSANNAH, and 4"

- generation from JOHN HOLLIMAN the emigrant) was born about 1684 in Surry County,

2 Virginia, and died 6 June 1751 in Isle of Wight County, Virginia. He married ELIZABETH
about 1711.

e From Will Book 5, page 341, Isle of Wight County, Virginia, the will of “John Holleman” was
= dated October 12, 1750, and recorded June 6, 1751. Its provisions include: “To sons Jesse 200
acres of land lying upon the upper side of my land joining this portion of the east side the main
swamp. To son Jeddia 269 acres of land joining the main swamp joining upon william
Gwaltney's line. To son Christopher 160 acreas of land and plantation where I line and I desire
— that son Jesse may have as good a right to the timber in the swamp as other two children. To
- daughter Mary and wife Elizabeth.” His wife Elizabeth was named executrix.
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Migration from Virginia to the Carolinas and Alabama
JOHN and ELIZABETH HOLLIMAN’s son was:
Generation No. 5

JESSE HOLLIMAN SR. (son of JOHN and ELIZABETH HOLLEYMAN, and 5" generation
from JOHN HOLLIMAN the emigrant) was born about 1711 in Virginia and died in 1812 in
North Carolina. He served in the Revolutionary War and married CHARITY COFER about
1753. JESSE HOLLIMAN SR. and CHARITY COFER’s son was:

Generation No. 6

JAMES GRANTSON HOLLIMAN (son of JESSE HOLLIMAN SR. and CHARITY COFER,
and 6" generation from, JOHN HOLLYMAN the emigrant) was born 25 May 1750 in Johnston
County, North Carolina. He married ELIZABETH BRYANT 16 April 1772.

James served in the Revolutionary War and, in 1790, moved from Johnston County to Wake
County, North Carolina. In 1833, he lived in Anson County, North Carolina, when he applied
for his Revolutionary War pension. He died in North Carolina on May 7, 1836 at age 85. The
previous year, three of his sons had settled near Newtonville in Fayette County, Alabama:
Cornelius, Warren and Charles Holliman. The young men had returned home to Anson County,
North Carolina, to get their families just a few weeks before their father's death.

One of James Grantson Holliman’s adventurous sons was CORNELIUS HOLLIMAN, the
seventh generation of Hollimans in America. Cornelius and his brothers led the Holliman
migration into Alabama and their children established the family in Fayette County, where
Cornelius’ great-grandson Leon O’Lenthus Holliman was born: We will pick up the story of
Leon O’Lenthus Holliman and his family after we explore further interesting details in the lives
of Cornelius Holliman and his family, and the families of his son Uriah H. Holliman and
grandson James Franklin Holliman.





image9.jpeg
Cornelius Holliman
and

Elizabeth Plyler





image10.jpeg
Cornelius Holliman and Elizabeth Plyler

CORNELIUS HOLLIMAN (son of JAMES GRANTSON HOLLIMAN and seventh in descent
from JOHN HOLLYMAN the emigrant) was born in 1792 in Anson County, North Carolina.
He served in the War of 1812 and married his first wife in South Carolina, then moved to
Alabama and Arkansas, and died in 1862 in Marion County, Alabama. He married (1)
ELIZABETH PLYLER in 1813, daughter of PAUL and MARY PLYLER of Lancaster
District, South Carolina. Elizabeth was born about 1793-1795 and died 1838- 1839. Sheis buried
in Springhill Baptist Church Cemetery, Fayette County, Alabama.

The 1820 South Carolina census shows Cornelius Holliman living in Lancaster County with
two sons under age 10 and one adult female (his wife Elizabeth Plyler). Cornelius sold land in
Lancaster County on November 14, 1824 to Martin Plyer; and in 1830 Cornelius Holliman and
Thomas Blakeney (son of Capt. James Blakeney) were named as trustees of Old Zoar Church
and Campground in Chesterfield County, South Carolina. Cornelius was listed in the 1830
Census of Anson County, North Carolina, with four sons and two daughters. In 1835 he and his
two brothers, Charles and Warren, traveled on horseback to Newtonville in Fayette County,
Alabama, and spent the winter. Stories indicate they were on a hunting trip. In the spring of 1836
they rode back to North Carolina and moved their families from Anson County to Alabama. All
three Holliman brothers purchased land at Newtonville. Cornelius bought 40 acres formerly
known as the Yerby Place.

Cornelius married (2) ELIZABETH LUCAS (the widow of William Rainwater) on 23 June
1839 in Fayette County, Alabama. Elizabeth was born about 1803 in South Carolina, the
daughter of CHARLES LUCAS and MARY HASTING/HASTEN. She was the older sister of
Cornelius’ son Uriah's wife Mary "Polly" Lucas (who had married a few years earlier in 1836),
making an unusual family relationship of father and son married to sisters. Elizabeth Lucas
Rainwater Holliman died after 1878, probably in Lamar County.

After Cornelius and Elizabeth Lucas (Rainwater) married, they lived in northern Fayette
County near the Lamar County line. They had 80 acres in Fayette County and 10 acres in Marion
(Lamar) County in the Blooming Grove and Webster beat. In the 1850 census, they were living
in Beat 11 of Marion County only a few households away from Easter Casey — whose daughter
Malinda Isabella and her descendants would become part of the Holliman family in later
generations.

Cornelius and his family lived in Marion County until at least 1855, but he moved to
Arkansas for a period of time, as noted on his widow's application for War of 1812 pension. The
witnesses (whom widow Elizabeth had testify to her identity) said that they had known Cornelius
and Elizabeth for 34 years, and: "We have lived near them all the while except while they were
gone to Arkanas, and know her to be his widow." A search of Arkansas census records revealed
Cornelius, age 67, and wife Elizabeth, age 53, living in the DeKalb township in Sabine County,
Arkansas, in 1860. Their neighbors included Rainwaters and other Alabama- and Carolina-born
families.
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The widow Elizabeth’s pension application for Cornelius Holliman’s War of 1812 military
service included another valuable genealogical record: a physical description of Cornelius as a
young man. The application says: “She further states that the following is a full description of
her said husband at the time of his enlistment, viz: about five feet 10 inches high, dark hair, blue
eyes, was about 19 years old, dark complexion, was a farmer.” The widow’s application also
includes Cornelius’ death information: "Death of Soldier - Oct. 26, 1862, Marion County."

Children of CORNELIUS HOLLIMAN and ELIZABETH PLYLER:

1. URIAH H. HOLLIMAN, born 6 July 1816, Lancaster District, South Carolina; died
8 May 1862, Okolona, Chickasaw County, Mississippi. He married MARY POLLY LUCAS and
their son JAMES FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN married BERTHA LEE POWELL.

2. MARY HOLLIMAN, born 1819, died in Texas; married JACOB SORRELLS.
3. SARAH HOLLIMAN, born 1820, died in Arkansas.
4. JOSHUA C. HOLLIMAN, born 1823, South Carolina; died 1902 in Arkansas.

5. ELIJAH ALEXANDER HOLLIMAN, born 1816, South Carolina; died 1888, Texas;
married JEMIMA YERBY.

The Plyler Family and Other Maternal Ancestors

ELIZABETH PLYLER, wife of Cornelius Holliman, was born about 1793-1795 in Lancaster
District, South Carolina. She was the daughter of PAUL PLYLER (BLEILER), who was born
in 1764 at Mount Pleasant, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina and died in 1830 in Lancaster
District, South Carolina. Paul married MARY ____between 1784 and 1792. She was born about
1768.

Paul Plyer’s father was HANS HENRICH BLEILER a German immigrant to Pennsylvania
who was born in 1722/1723 and died in 1808 in Mount Pleasant, Mecklenburg County, North
Carolina. Hans Henrich, also known as "John Henry” or “Henry” Plyler, arrived at the port of
Philadelphia at age 13 on the ship Mercury on 29 May 1735. He and his family were Lutherans
upon arrival in the United States, and later became Methodists. He married MARIA
CHRISTINA REINHART 30 March 1751/1752 in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Maria
Christina was born about 1725. John Henry Bleiler owned a 100-acre plantation on Lynches
Creek in Lancaster District, South Carolina, at the time of his death.
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Family Group Sheet

Husband: Cornelius Holliman

Born: 1792
Married: 1813
Died: 26 October 1862
Father: James Grantson Holliman
Mother: Elizabeth Bryant
Other Spouses: Elizabeth Lucas

55

. Anson Co., North Carolina
: South Carolina

in: Marion Co., Alabama

Wife: Elizabeth Plyler

Spouse: Jacob Sorrells

Born: Bet. 1793 - 1795 in: Lancaster District, South Carolina
Died: Bet. 1838 - 1839 in: Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama
Father: Paul Plyler
Mother: Mary
CHILDREN
1 Name: Uriah H. Holliman
Born: 6 July 1816 in: Lancaster District, South Carolina
M Died: 8 May 1862 in: Okolona, Chickasaw Co., Mississippi
Married: 31 August 1836 in: Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama
Spouse: Mary "Polly" Lucas
2 Name: Mary Holliman
Born: 1819 in: South Carolina
F Died: in: Texas
Married: in: Fayette Co., Alabama

Died: 1888

3 Name: Sarah Holliman

B Born: 1820 in: South Carolina
Died: in: Arkansas

4 Name: Joshua C. Holliman

M Born: 1823 in: South Carolina
Died: 1902 in: Arkansas

5 Name: Elijah Alexander Holliman

M Born: 1816 in: South Carolina

: Texas
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Uriah H. Holliman and Mary “Polly” Lucas

URIAH H. HOLLIMAN (son of CORNELIUS HOLLIMAN and ELIZABETH PLYLER) was
born 6 July 1816 in Lancaster District, South Carolina, and died 8 May 1862 while in
Confederate service in Okolona, Chickasaw County, Mississippi. He married MARY "POLLY"
LUCAS in August 1836 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama.

Uriah and Polly Holliman settled southwest of Bluff in Fayette County, Alabama, where they
were counted in Fayette County in the 1850 and 1860 censuses with neighbors and kinsmen John
Lucas, John Stewart, and others. Government land records show that Uriah received patents for
more than 320 acres of land in Fayette County in the 1850s. The full story of Uriah and Mary
Polly Holliman is best told in the words of their great-great-grandson:

Mary Polly Lucas Holliman, 181 9-1913
by Dr. Rhodes Barnes Holliman

Mary Polly Lucas Holliman was born in South Carolina on January 2, 1819, and died in
Vernon, Alabama, on July 5, 1913.

She was the daughter of Charles Daniel Lucas, born in South Carolina on July 30, 1771, and
died in Newtonville, Alabama, on May 23, 1853. Her mother was Mary Hastings, bornin South
Carolina on September 10, 1786, and died in Fayette County, Alabama, on January 21, 1867.
Charles Daniel Lucas and Mary Hastings had 10 children. Charles Daniel was buried in an Indian
graveyard on the Mense Hughes farm about 2 miles north of Newtonville. I can remember that
graveyard from my childhood (RBH) but it has probably been plowed under as a corn field.
Charles Daniel and Mary came to the Newtonville, Alabama, community in the 1830s and
purchased land patents from the Government.

Mary Polly Lucas married Uriah Holliman in Tuscaloosa County on August 29, 1836 [note:
the original marriage license was granted 29 August 1836 and solemnized “3th August” —
apparently a date error made by a clerk re-copying the record. The actual marriage ceremony was
probably on the 31st of August]. The marriage was performed by the Rev. John Walters, M.G.
[original appears to be “John Watters”].

Uriah Holliman was born in Lancaster County, South Carolina, on July 6, 1816, and died at
Okolona, Mississippi, on May 8, 1862, in the service of the Confederate Army. He was the son
of Cornelius Holliman, born in Lancaster County, South Carolina, on September 25, 1792.
Cornelius married Elizabeth Plyler in 1813. She was born in South Carolina in the late 1700s and
died in Fayette County in 1838. She is buried in a stack-rock grave at the Springhill Cemetery
in northern Tuscaloosa County, near Moore’s Bridge just off Route 171. They had 5 children.
Uriah is buried in an unmarked grave at Old Blooming Grove Cemetery in eastern Lamar
County, Alabama. A Cornelius Holliman memorial stone has been placed in that cemetery to his
memory.

Mary Polly Lucas and Uriah Holliman had 13 children (7 boys and 6 girls). All reached adult
life except the first, Mary, who lived 4 years. Mary Polly delivered all of her own children which
gave her valuable experience for events to come. As the clouds of the Civil War appeared, five
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of her family joined the Confederate Army: her husband, Uriah, at the age of 46; and her sons
James Franklin, Charles Daniel, John Thomas, and Elijah. Her daughter, Sarah Jane, was married
to a Confederate soldier. Only 2 of her family would survive the War: Lt. James Franklin
Holliman, Company B, 58th Alabama Infantry Regt., and Pvt. John Thomas Holliman, Company
H, 41st Alabama Infantry Regt. James Franklin is buried in the Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just
south of Bluff, Alabama, and John Thomas, my great-grandfather (RBH) is buried at Caines
Ridge Cemetery just south of Fayette, Alabama.

InMay of 1862, Mary Polly heard from some source that Uriah and son, Charles Daniel, were
sick in Okolona, MS, after the battle at Corinth. They had measles and pneumonia. She hitched
up the mule to a wagon and went to Okolona to tend to her sick husband and son. Uriah died on
May 8, 1862, and Charles Daniel died on May 12, 1862. Mary Polly stayed to bury her husband
and son and then drove the wagon back to the home place near Bluff, Their graves are among
the many “Unknowns” in the Okolona Confederate Cemetery. She contracted measles while
exposed to them and drove home in desperate condition. She survived to become one of the
great, compassionate, pioneer ladies of northwestern Fayette County. She became the herb doctor
and midwife to many during the Civil War and thereafter.

She charged $5.00 for midwife services which included prenatal checkups, moving in to the
expectant mother’s home and performing the delivery, staying for a week’s postnatal care of
mother and infant, plus cooking for the family and doing the washing and cleaning house. If ever
a grave stone spoke the truth to the memory of the one interred, it is her stone: “Pioneer Strength,
Integrity, Human Kindness.” Take a sobering look in Springhill Cemetery, Bluff, Alabama. One
of God’s great compassionate mothers is there. [Note: Mary Polly’s occupation of "midwife" was
stated on her 1913 death certificate.] -

Mary Polly finished her days at the home of her youngest son, Joshua Warren Holliman (1860
-1944) in Vernon, Lamar County, Alabama. One of the last recollections that her son had of her
comes from our family archives. She was “sitting in a rocking chair on the front porch of an old
dog-trot house, smoking a corn cob pipe and nipping from a quart of whiskey that was sitting on
the floor beside her chair” ! !

There are many tales to tell about Mary Polly Lucas Holliman and her large family. There is
aseparate, exciting tale about each one of them. There are very few cemeteries in F: ayette County
where you can’t find one or more Hollimans descended from Mary Polly. Her descendants spread
out over Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas and Alabama.

This biographical sketch was prepared by one of her great-great grandsons: Dr. Rhodes B. Holliman,
(born February 28, 1928), 5684 Howell Drive, Dublin, Virginia, 24084. Holliman@psknet.com

Of Uriah Holliman, Dr. R. B. “Doc” Holliman wrote: “I have worked for years trying to find a
picture of Uriah. As far as I know, this search is hopeless. He joined the Confederate Army at
age 46 and died on 8 May, 1862. At this time he and Mary Polly already had 13 children! I guess
that he never had time or money for a photo.”
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Children of URIAH HOLLIMAN and MARY LUCAS:

1. MARY ELIZABETH HOLLIMAN, born 12 September 1837, Alabama; died 9 October
1841, Fayette County, Alabama.

2. JAMES FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN, born 28 January 1839, Tuscaloosa County,
Alabama; died 13 May 1911, Fayette County, Alabama. He married (1) Rebecca Utley Stewart
and (2) BERTHA LEE POWELL. James and Bertha’s son LEON O’LENTHUS HOLLIMAN
married ROSIE LILLIAN WILLIAMS and they were the parents of three daughters who are
honored in this family history: Mary Maxine, Ellon Mae and Patsy Ann Holliman.

3. SARAH JANE HOLLIMAN, born 3 October 1840, Fayette County, Alabama; died 15
October 1915, near Eustace, Henderson County, Texas; married CHARLES STEPHEN
COPPRELLL He was born in Genoa, Italy, and died near Eustace, Henderson County, Texas.

4. CHARLES DANIEL HOLLIMAN, born 6 May 1842, Fayette County, Alabama, and died

12 May 1862, Okolona, Mississippi, while in Confederate service, only a few days after his 20th
birthday.

5. JOHN THOMAS HOLLIMAN, born 23 April 1844, Alabama; died 12 July 1930, Fayette
County, Alabama (ancestor of Dr. Rhodes Barnes “Doc” Holliman, further biographical detail
is continued below).

6. ELIJAH HOLLIMAN, born 16 April 1846, Fayette County, Alabama. He enlisted as a
private in Company I of the 56™ Alabama Partisan Rangers and died from typhoid on 10 July
1864, at St. Mary’s Confederate Hospital in LaGrange, Georgia. He was 18 years old.

7. NANCY PALESTINE HOLLIMAN, born 7 April 1848, Fayette County, Alabama; died
12 December 1923, Fayette County, Alabama; married JOHN PINION.

8. CORNELIUS HOLLIMAN, known as “Neal,” born 16 December 1849, Fayette County,
Alabama; died 1924, Rockdale, Milam County, Texas; married SARAH ELIZABETH SMITH.

9. WILLIAM PERRY HOLLIMAN, known as “Pee,” born 29 March 1852, Fayette County,
Alabama; died in Texas; married his cousin SARAH JANE HOLLIMAN.

10. MARTHA ANN HOLLIMAN, born 27 June 1854, Fayette County, Alabama; died in
Wise County, Texas; married WILLIAM RUFUS BUCKNER

11. REBECCA DRUCILLA HOLLIMAN, born 4 March 1856, Fayette County, Alabama;
died in Carter County, Oklahoma. She married her cousin JOHN THOMAS HOLLIMAN, also
known as "Black John" due to the color of his hair and to distinguish him from other two John
T. Hollimans living in Fayette County at same time.

12. EMILY FRANCES HOLLIMAN, born 14 March 1858, Fayette County, Alabama.
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(Further biographical detail on Frances is continued below).

13. JOSHUA WARREN HOLLIMAN, born 26 August 1860, Fayette County, Alabama; died
6 January 1944, Vernon, Lamar County, Alabama; married MARTHA GOULSBY.

EMILY FRANCES HOLLIMAN, (daughter of URIAH H. HOLLIMAN and MARY POLLY
LUCAS, and sister of James Franklin Holliman), was born in 1858 in Fayette County. She
married ABNER MCCLUNG in 1873 when she was 15 years old. While still a young woman,
Frances left her husband and McClung children and went to Texas, where she lived with another
man. Ron Holliman wrote in his book that Frances left Abner McClung “about 1904" and went
to Eustace, Texas, where she had relatives, and there married (2nd) Joe Reynolds. In the 1880
Fayette County, Alabama census, she was "Emily McClung," age 22, in her mother Mary Lucas
Holliman's household, with daughter "Malinda McClung," age 10 months. Frances' other 3 young
children were in their McClung grandparents' household: Ethel, age 2, Nolia (Magnolia), age 4
and Druzilla, age 6. Frances may have been staying with her mother to help care for her youngest
child, or she may have already left her husband, taking the youngest daughter with her. It is
difficult for most people today to truly understand the life and feelings of a girl who married at
age 15 and had four children by the time she was 22. Frances leaving her husband and young
children may appear to be a self-centered action, but she had reasons that were compelling to her
at the time. One of the grandchildren of Frances’ sister Sarah (who married Charles Copprelli)
wrote: “I was raised at Eustace, Texas.... Grandma Copprell’s youngest sister Frances Holliman
was buried 5 miles S. West of Eustace, Texas at Payne Spring Cemetery. She married a Joe
Reynolds, no children by that marriage.” There was no apparent scandal or sad story, just the fact
of a family relationship, marriage and burial place.

Of the children of Frances Holliman and Abner McClung, daughter MARTHA DRUCILLA
McCLUNG (age 6 in 1880), continued to play a part in Holliman family history. She became the
second wife of WILLIS TILLMAN WILLIAMS (1861-1939), whose daughter Rosie Lillian
Williams (by Willis® first wife Missouri Alice Casey) married Leon O’Lenthus Holliman.

JOHN THOMAS HOLLIMAN (son of URIAH H. HOLLIMAN and MARY POLLY LUCAS and
brother of James Franklin Holliman) was born 23 April 1844 in Alabama, and died 12 July 1930
in Fayette County, Alabama. He was Kknown as “Hico John” to distinguish him from other John
Hollimans. He served in the Confederate army as a private in Company H, 41st Alabama Infantry
Regiment, and endured the harsh life of military service until the winter of 1865. Barefoot and
near starvation, he surrendered to the Union troops at Petersburg, Virginia, on 15 February 1865.
He took the oath of allegiance to the United States and was paroled to a farmer in Indianapolis,
Indiana, where he worked until the fall of 1865, and then walked home to Fayette County,
Alabama.

John Holliman married (1) SARAH E. CORBETT in 1867. They had 3 children: a daughter who
lived 4 years; a son, William Perry Holliman, born in 1871 and died in1941; and an infant who
lived one day, with mother Sarah dying in childbirth. John Thomas Holliman married (2)
MARTHA JANE WALKER, who was born in 1846 and died in 1931. He and Martha Jane are
buried at Caines Ridge Primitive Baptist Church cemetery in Fayette County, Alabama.
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Dr. R. B. “Doc” Holliman wrote of his ancestor John Thomas Holliman,: “He was born in 1841
and died in 1930. I sat in his lap as an infant. He surrendered to the Yankees on Feb. 15th, 1865,
in the trenches at Petersburg, Virginia. I have his complete war record and I know a great deal
about him. He was married twice. His first wife, Sarah E. Corbett, died on 18 September 1872,
giving birth to this third child. Sarah is buried in an unmarked grave at Springhill Cemetery,
Bluff, Alabama. It was said that she was buried close to the back door of the old frame church.
Then John Thomas married Martha Jane Walker and they had 5 sons.”

The Lucas Family and other Maternal Ancestors

Charles Daniel Lucas, father of Mary “Polly” Lucas, was born in 1771 in either North
Carolina or in the Cheraws District of South Carolina. His father Charles Lucas Sr. was counted
in the 1790 census of Robeson County, North Carolina, with 2 free white males of age 16 and
older and one free white female, age 16 and older (apparently Charles Sr. with wife, whose name
was Dorcas, and son Charles Daniel). In 1800, “Charles Lucas” (Sr.) was counted in the census
of Marlboro County, South Carolina. He is believed to have died between 1805 and 1810.

As an adult, Charles Daniel Lucas moved several times: from South Carolina to Kentucky,
back to South Carolina, then to Alabama. Of his 10 children, 3 were born South Carolina, 3 in
Kentucky, 1 in South Carolina again, and 3 in Alabama, where he died in 1853.

A Lucas surname DNA study is currently underway, initiated by Dr. Charles Lucas [telephone
(914) 833-9055, e-mail cclmd@aol.com]. His extensive research and comparisons of previous
research have resolved many questions on Lucas ancestry. He concludes that the evidence of
Rev. Silas Emmett Lucas’ published work (Dodson-Dotson, Lucas, Pyles, Rochester and Allied
Families, 1959) and the uniqueness of the Lucas DNA pattern show that the Lucases came from
Pennsylvania to North Carolina, then migrated to South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama. The
origin of the Pennsylvania Lucas DNA is in northern Germany on the Baltic Sea north of
Hamburg. The DNA spread from Germany to the Netherlands, on into western Europe and down
the Danube River, and into Spain and Italy. There is also a small pocket of Lucas DNA in county
Kent, England. Fascinating! Dr. Charles Lucas welcomes anyone interested to participate in the
project, and recommends that Lucas descendants look at a similar DNA study of the BOLLING
family of colonial Virginia: www.bolling.net/bolling/bfa_dna_participants.htm.
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Family Group Sheet

Husband:

Uriah H. Holliman

Bomn:
Married:
Died:
Father:
Mother:

6 July 1816

31 August 1836

8 May 1862
Cornelius Holliman
Elizabeth Plyler

in: Lancaster District, South Carolina

in: Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama

in: Okolona, Chickasaw Co., Mississippi

Wife: Mary "Polly' Lucas

Born: 2 January 1819 in: South Carolina
Died: 6 July 1913 in: Vernon, Lamar Co., Alabama
Father: Charles Daniel Lucas
Mother: Mary (Hasting/Hasten?)

/PP LLVV VBV DY

CHILDREN
1 Name: Mary Elizabeth Holliman
F Born: 12 September 1837 in: Alabama
Died: 9 October 1841 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
2 Name: James Franklin Holliman :
o Born: 28 January 1839 in: Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama
Died: 13 May 1911 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
s M Married: 2 July 1865 in: Fayette County, Alabama
Spouse: Rebecca Utley Stewart
- Married: 3 July 1894 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
- Spouse: Bertha Lee Powell
ke 3 Name: Sarah Jane Holliman
Born: 3 October 1840 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
- F Died: 15 October 1915 in: near Eustace, Henderson Co., Texas
Married: 13 July 1864 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
3 Spouse: Charles Stephen Copprelli
2 4 Name: Charles Daniel Holliman
L M Born: 6 May 1842 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Died: 12 May 1862 in: Okolona, Mississippi
5 Name: John Thomas Holliman
- Born: 23 April 1844 in: Alabama
¢ Died: 12 July 1930 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
M Married:
= Spouse: Martha Jane Walker
Married: 21 November 1867
. Spouse: Sarah E. Corbett
- 6 Name: Elijah Holliman
2 M Born: 16 April 1846 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Died: 10 July 1864 in: LaGrange, Georgia
7 Name: Nancy Palestine Holliman
= Bomn: 7 April 1848 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
5 F Died: 12 December 1923 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
= Married:
2 Spouse: John Pinion
4 8 Name: Cornelius Holliman
Bomn: 16 December 1849 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
= M Died: 1924 in: Rockdale, Milam Co., Texas
; Married: in: Fayette Co., Alabama
3 Spouse: Sarah Elizabeth Smith





image19.jpeg
3 R/ A
TWwWVWvVWVEF VWV W e e § e vevvwveyYeveweovuoveVvee v o weeeweo eweswe wasww

Family Group Sheet
9 Name: William Perry Holliman
Born: 29 March 1852 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Died: in: Texas
Married: 17 February 1875
Spouse: Sarah Jane Holliman
10 Name: Martha Ann Holliman
Born: 27 June 1854 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
F Died: in: probably near Alvord, Wise Co., Texas
Married: 10 July 1892 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Spouse: William Rufus Buckner
11 : Rebecca Drucilla Holliman
: 4 March 1856 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
£ b in: probably Ardmore, Carter Co., Oklahoma
: 21 December 1874
: John Thomas Holliman
12 : Emily Frances Holliman
: 14 March 1858 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
in: near Eustace, Henderson Co., Texas
F
Spouse: Joe Reynolds
Married: 1 May 1873
Spouse: Abner McClung
13 Name: Joshua Warren Holliman
Born: 26 August 1860 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
M Died: 6 January 1944 in: Vernon, Lamar Co., Alabama
Married:

Spouse: Martha Goulsby
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James Franklin Holliman and Bertha Lee Powell

JAMES FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN (son of URIAH H. HOLLIMAN and MARY POLLY
LUCAS) was born 28 January 1839 in Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, and died 13 May 1911 in
Fayette County, Alabama. He married (1) REBECCA UTLEY STEWART on 2 July 1865 in
Fayette County. Rebecca was born 26 October 1829 in Alabama, the daughter of JOHN and
ANN STEWART, and she died 21 November 1883 in Fayette County. James Franklin married
as his second wife one of his former students, BERTHA LEE POWELL, on 3 July 1894 in
Fayette County, Alabama. Bertha Lee was born 22 April 1876, the daughter of ELIZABETH
HASSELTINE POWELL (who never married) and REUBEN DODSON. Bertha died 21 March
1948 in Fayette County.

James Franklin Holliman served in the Confederate army with his father Uriah Holliman and
three of his brothers. James Franklin and John Thomas came home to Fayette County after the
war, but their father Uriah and brothers Charles Daniel and Elijah died in service. James enlisted
in 1862 as a private to serve one year, then reenlisted in 1863 and was promoted to First
Lieutenant. He served in several units until being consolidated with Company B, 58" Alabama
Infantry Regiment, CSA. He was captured at Missionary Ridge in the battle for Chattanooga on
25 November 1863, and was confined to the notorious prison for Confederate officers at
Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie, Ohio. He was released on 13 June 1865 and returned to the Bluff
community in Fayette County, where he became a school teacher and farmer. His roll book
shows that James F. Holliman was related to most of his students, a common occurence in a
small town. Eventually, he would marry one of his young students.

Immediately after the war, James married his war time sweetheart, Rebecca Utley Stewart,
and they had 4 children (3 boys and a girl). Rebecca was 10 years older than her husband. A
single woman that much older than her sweetheart was unusual in the 1860s, but there is no
record showing that Rebecca married anyone else before marrying James. She was 35 years old
at the time of their marriage on July 2, 1865, and she turned 36 in October that year.

After Rebecca’s death in 1883, James Franklin married one of his former students, Bertha Lee
Powell. Bertha was 18 years old and James was 57 at the time of their marriage. They had 5
children: 3 boys and 2 girls. James Franklin Holliman and his two wives are buried in the
Holliman-Stewart Cemetery just south of the Bluff community in Fayette County, Alabama.
Several of his children and in-laws are also buried there.

1907 Census of Confederate Soldiers, Fayette County, Alabama:
JAMES FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN

Present P.O. address: RFD No. 2, Fayette, Alabama.
Date of Birth: 28 Jan 1839

Place of Birth: Tuscaloosa County, Ala.

Rank at enlistment: Private

Date of enlistment: Sept 1861

Place of enlistment: Fayette County, Ala
Company/Regiment: 9th Ala. Infantry, Co. B
Continued until: after Battle of Shiloh
Re-enlistment: Consolidated Rank: Lieutenant
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Date: Sept 1862 Place: (not listed)
Company/Regiment: 17th Ala. Infantry, Co. B

Continued until: November 1863; captured and remained in prison at Johnson Island,
Ohio, until 13 June 1865; paroled .

Children of JAMES HOLLIMAN and REBECCA STEWART:

1. VIRGINIA ANN "JENNIE" HOLLIMAN born 4 March 1866, Alabama died 3
August 1934, Fayette County, Alabama.

2. HOLLAND DEAN HOLLIMAN, born 26 November 1867, Alabama; died 10
October 1868, Fayette County, Alabama.

3. JAMES ISAIAH HOLLIMAN, born 1870, Alabama; died 1954, Fayette County,
Alabama; married (1) MOLLIE LANGSTON; born 23 October 1872; died 5 March 1934;
married (2) VIRGIE LEE TRIMM, 22 November 1934.

4. WILLIAM BAILEY HOLLIMAN, born 19 J. anuary 1875, Alabama; died 14 August

1950, Fayette County, Alabama; married (1) DORA MOSEBY: married (2) BERTHA
WALDROP.

Children of JAMES HOLLIMAN and BERTHA POWELL:

5. DANIEL FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN, born 20 October 1895, Alabama; died 27 May
1897, Fayette County, Alabama.

6. CLEONCARLISLE HOLLIMAN, born 20 November 1 897, Alabama; died Au gust

1977, Alabama; married RHODA PEARL WILLIAMS, sister of his brother Leon’s wife Rosie
Lillian Williams.

7. LEON O'LENTHUS HOLLIMAN, born 5 April 1900, Fayette County, Alabama;
died 7 January 1977, Fayette County, Alabama. Married ROSIE LILLIAN WILLIAMS.

8. JANET ELLEN DOUGLAS HOLLIMAN, born 10 August 1902, Fayette County,
Alabama; died 27 May 2002, Fayette County; married DETOY WILLIAMS.

9. MARY ELIZABETH HOLLIMAN, bomn 26 September 1909, Fayette County,
Alabama; died 13 March 1999, Madison County, Alabama; married JOHN DENVER TURNER.

10. JOHN NEWTON HALL HOLLIMAN, born 13 September 1905, Fayette County,
Alabama; died 13 September 1998, Jefferson County, Alabama; married ANNIE MAE REED.
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The Powell Family and Other Maternal Ancestors

Elizabeth Hasseltine Powell was the daughter of Ezekiel Powell and Emily Jane Moore, and
granddaughter of Dr. Ezekiel Powell of Fayette County, who was born about 1778 in Culpepper
County, Virginia, and died about 1860 in Alabama. Eliza Hasseltine never married and had two
children by Reuben Dodson (who married twice but had no children by his wives). Eliza and
Reuben’s children were Bertha Lee Powell and Stanton Alonzo Powell. Reuben Dodson’s
mother Frances McClung was the daughter of Frances Powell and Eli McClung and
granddaughter of Dr. Ezekiel Powell and Margaret Rosamond, so Reuben Dodson and Eliza
Hasseltine Powell were cousins.

Eliza Hasseltine was known as an herbalist and midwife and probably developed an interest
inmedicine from the influence of her grandfather, Dr. Ezekiel Powell. Her father Ezekiel Reubin
Powell was born in 1825 in Laurens District, South Carolina, and died in 1862 on his way home
from the Civil War in Decatur, Alabama. He married Emily Jane Moore in 1842 in Fayette
County and they had 10 children. Jane was born in 1822 and died in 1889. She is buried in the
Powell cemetery in the Bluff community of Fayette. Her daughter Eliza Hasseltine is buried there
as well.

Eliza Hasseltine Powell was living in her brother Reubin's household in 1880 with son
Stanton, age 17, although there was no daughter with her at the time. Was 4-year-old daughter
Bertha being raised in another relative's household? In that 1880 census, Eliza said that she was
the mother of two children, both living. In every census, she's marked "single" in the marital
status column, a sign of honesty about her situation in life that was unusual for the 19th century
when unmarried mothers often preferred to describe themselves as “widowed.” Eliza’s son
Stanton Powell married twice and lived in Alabama and then Oklahoma, where his mother lived
with him for some years. He died in Texas in 1933.
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Family Group Sheet

Husband: James Franklin Holliman

Born: 28 January 1839
Married: 2 July 1865

Died: 13

May 1911

Father: Uriah H. Holliman
Mother: Mary "Polly" Lucas
Other Spouses: Bertha Lee Powell

in:
: Fayette County, Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

=3-3

Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama

Wife: Rebecca Utley Stewart

Born: 26

October 1829

Died: 21 November 1883
Father: John Stewart
Mother: Ann

in: Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

CHILDREN

Name:
F Born:
Died:

Virginia Ann "Jennie" Holliman
4 March 1866
3 August 1934

: Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

=8-)

Name:
Born:
Died:

4N

Holland Dean Holliman
26 November 1867
10 October 1868

: Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

BE

3 Name:
Born:
Died:
M Married:

Spouse:
Married:

Spouse:

James Isaiah Holliman
1870
1954

Mollie Langston
22 November 1934
Virgie Lee Trimm

: Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

55

4 Name:
Born:
Died:

M Married:

Spouse:
Married:

Spouse:

William Bailey Holliman
19 January 1875

14 August 1950

Dora Moseby

Bertha Waldrop

in: Alabama
in: Fayette Co., Alabama
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@ Family Group Sheet

Husband: James Franklin Holliman

Born: 28 January 1839 in: Tuscaloosa Co., Alabama
3 Married: 3 July 1894 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Died: 13 May 1911 in: Fayette Co., Alabama

- Father: Uriah H. Holliman
Mother: Mary "Polly" Lucas
Other Spouses: Rebecca Utley Stewart

Wife: Bertha Lee Powell

Born: 22 April 1876 in: Alabama
- Died: 21 March 1948 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Father: Reuben Dodson
Mother: Elizabeth Hasseltine Powell

CHILDREN

1 Name: Daniel Franklin Holliman
r M Born: 20 October 1895
Died: 27 May 1897

2 Name: Cleon Carlisle Holliman
Born: 20 November 1897 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
_ M Died: August 1977 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Married:

Spouse: Rhoda Pearl Williams

: Fayette Co., Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

BB

= 3 Name: Leon O'Lenthus Holliman
Born: 5 April 1900

M Died: 7 January 1977

E Married: 19 June 1920

Spouse: Rosie Lillian Williams

: Fayette Co., Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

BEE

4 Name: Janet Ellen Douglas Holliman
- Born: 10 August 1902 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
F Died: 27 May 2002 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Married:
= Spouse: Detoy Williams

” 5 Name: Mary Elizabeth Holliman

Born: 26 September 1909 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
- F Died: 13 March 1999 in: Madison Co., Alabama
Married:

Spouse: John Denver Turner

6 Name: John Newton Hall Holliman
= Born: 13 September 1905 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
M Died: 13 September 1998 in: Jefferson Co., Alabama

Married:
2 Spouse: Annie Mae Reed
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Leon O'Lenthus Holliman and Rosie Lillian Williams

LEON O'LENTHUS HOLLIMAN was the son of JAMES FRANKLIN HOLLIMAN and
BERTHA LEE POWELL and the great-grandson of Cornelius Holliman who explored and then
settled in Alabama in the 1830s. He was the 10th generation descended from John Hollyman, the
emigrant from England to Virginia.

Leon was born 5 April 1900 in Fayette County, Alabama, and died 7 January 1977 in Fayette
County. He was named for O'Lenthus "Buddy" White, who was a blacksmith and made James
Franklin Holliman's coffin. Buddy and James Franklin were good friends and neighbors. James
Franklin bought a new Graham wagon to carry himself to his own funeral, according to stories
told by his son John Hall Holliman. O'Lenthus “Buddy” White had another interesting
connection to the Holliman family: he was the grandfather of Etta Barnes Corbett who was the
paternal grandmother of Ellon Mae Holliman Corbett’s daughters.

Leon O’Lenthus Holliman married ROSIE LILLIAN WILLIAMS on 19 June 1920 in Fayette
County with the ceremony performed by the Rev. Silas Waldrop. Rosie Lillian was the daughter
of WILLIS TILLMAN WILLIAMS and MISSOURI ALICE CASEY. She was born 6 April 1902
in Alabama and died 5 February 1999 in Fayette County. Leon O'Lenthus Holliman and his wife
Rosie Lillian are buried in Spring Hill Cemetery in Fayette County, Alabama.

The three children of LEON HOLLIMAN and ROSIE LILLIAN WILLIAMS are:

1. MARY MAXINE HOLLIMAN, born 18 March 1930, in Fayette County, Alabama.
2. ELLON MAE HOLLIMAN, born 13 March 1935, in Fayette County, Alabama.
3. PATSY ANN HOLLIMAN, born 5 July 1944, in Fayette County, Alabama.

The following biographical stories of Leon O’Lenthus Holliman and Rosie Lillian Williams were
written by their daughter, Patsy Holliman Auiler.

“Daddy”

1t’s the ordinary moments that burn in one’s memories — the way the old black kettle on the
wood heater sang in the kitchen producing a cloud of steam, the way the hickory wood smelled
burning and popping in the fireplace. An early memory was that of sitting on Daddy’s lap to have
my brown high top shoes tied. Another was going to town with Daddy in the Ford pickup, and
getting a new dress without Mama’s approval. That didn’t happen but one time. I like
remembering the way Daddy opened up a watermelon in the patch with his bare hands and
devoured it. Daddy had the biggest hands of anyone I had ever seen. His hands were a vision of
strength and security to my little eyes in those early years. Those huge hands were often covered
with briar scratches and gouges, for they were constantly challenged with endless work. The
wood had to be cut so there would be plenty for all the fires that were made before daylight in
the winter and were kept going until bedtime. There was the planting, plowing, picking, and
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harvesting of all the crops. Corn, oats, and sorghum were planted, but cotton was the main crop.
Daddy could pick up to 250 pounds of cotton by hand a day, dragging his pick sack behind him
until it was full of cotton and had to be weighed and emptied into the wagon. Then there was the
milking of the cows that was a daily job as well as caring for the pigs, mules, and chickens. The
work on a farm was constant and physically draining.

A hobby that Daddy enjoyed a lot was beekeeping. He was known in the community as the
person who could handle the situation if a swarm of bees took up residence in an inappropriate
place. He would entice wild bees in the woods with bait or honey and take them to his hives to
live. The queen was the key, and she was the biggest bee. If the queen was captured the rest of
the hive would follow. He was fearless, calm, and unprotected, and these bees would swarm all
over him. He did use a smoker at times to convince the bees to do his will. He also acquired bees
by purchasing them from Sears, and they would come through the mail in a wire cage. He liked
the Italian bees for they were gentle and produced fine honey. The more aggressive midnite bees
produced more honey but not the best quality.

Another hobby was trapping. He trapped mink, otter, fox, bobcat, muskrat, and opossum.
He would prepare his traps by boiling them in a mixture of water and black walnuts. The black
walnuts in the water removed all scents and rust. The money from these hides paid for many
extras at Christmas. Fishing was another hobby. Many a day was spent at Holliman’s Lake
fishing for bass and bream. The catch of the day would be promptly cleaned, drenched in
cornmeal, and fried along with hushpuppies for the next meal. In earlier years he would go to
Hell’s Creek and reach down under tree roots in the water (not knowing what he would find) and
pull out a fish with his bare hands.

Of all his hobbies the most amusing and remarkable to me was his self taught piano playing
skills. He never had a lesson in his life, but he would place his huge fingers on the black keys
of the piano and pound out a vigorous rendition of “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” complete
with a roaring bass voice. He had several hymns that he could play, but he only played on the
black keys. The funny thing about this is that in later years he would use his performances as a
wake up call to anyone home for the weekend sleeping in the front bedroom. Many times I would
be home in winter from college sleeping under so many quilts that I couldn’t move in that
freezing, cold bedroom. When Daddy started singing and playing the piano, I knew that he just
couldn’t wait for me to get up. Sometimes he didn’t play though and would use another
technique. He would turn the television on really loud to this country music show called
“Country Boy Eddie.” That could wake one up in a hurry.

In remembering my Daddy’s life, it becomes essential to me to examine what was important
to him. First of all, family was important. He was born in 1900 in Fayette County, Alabama.
When he was eleven years old his seventy-two year old father, a former Confederate soldier, died
leaving a young wife and five young children in poor circumstances. Therefore, as soon as Daddy
was old enough to work at hard labor at the sawmill he had to quit school and become a
breadwinner for his mother and siblings. He felt a responsibility to his mother and young
siblings. There was a loyal bond created between those siblings of helping each other throughout
life. That was particularly true of my father and the youngest siblings.

Daddy’s life was always hard, but he had strong and unwavering beliefs in family, religion,
education, and politics. These beliefs were perhaps the survival skills that helped him make the
most of the hand that life had dealt him. In other words, maybe principles or standards could
make up for the fact that one was poor and uneducated. When he married and his own family
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came along, he was very strict. As most fathers he had high hopes for his children. He needed
to be proud of his family and would say over and over, “Get an education and make something
of yourself.” The code of behavior that he tried to enforce with his children was stifling. You
were always told that Hollimans had higher standards than other people. In later years he
loosened up, but earlier he had rules such as no card playing, no dancing, no pants or shorts for
girls, and no dating until you were sixteen or so. I'm sure it never occurred to him to add no
drinking. Going to church was the main form of socialization. Every Sunday we would go to
Bethabra Baptist church where Daddy would be the song leader, and I would play the piano (as
long as I lived at home). In winter the old upright piano would be so cold that the keys would
stick, and the sound would be nothing like a real song. In addition to church there would be
gospel singings on Friday nights, Saturday nights, and in late spring and summer on Sundays
there would be all day singings and decoration days with dinner on the ground. There again he
would lead songs and I would play the piano for him. His love for gospel singing was where he
broke away from the traditions of his family. Their tradition was fa so la singing or shape note
singing, and gospel music was considered far too modern.

As for politics Daddy was a life long Democrat who thought that Franklin D. Roosevelt was
the greatest person to live. He read the local newspaper and the “Progressive Farmer.” He
thought the Democrats looked out for the interests of the common man. He liked to “talk
politics” and would do so with his friends at Bluff store or at the livestock auctions in town on
Tuesdays. He worked many years as an election official at his precinct, Thompson Beat 16, and
never missed an opportunity to cast his vote. A political highlight of his was one day when
Congressman Carl Elliott came to the farm to talk to him about farm issues. On discovery that
our mail was delivered some distance away he managed to get it delivered to the door. Carl
Elliott was right up there with Roosevelt after that.

In addition to my Daddy’s strong beliefs about family, religion, education and politics, his
greatest strength was that he was a survivor. He was a lot more self-sufficient than people are in
my generation. He was also an eternal optimist. My mother often said that he lived in a dream
world. Whenever life dealt him a blow he picked himself up and was never bitter. He always
thought that the “best was yet to come.” Three months before he died he flew for the first time
in his life. He couldn’t stop talking about what he had been missing by not flying. In addition
to the fun of flying on that trip to Michigan to visit my family, he got to meet his new
granddaughter, Ann.

Patsy Holliman Auiler
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“Mama”

Her name was Mama. No other name would do. There were times when the word Mother
was used, but it did not fit the relationship, and it was not the name chosen by this woman that
was Mama. Rosie Lillian Williams was born in 1902 and lost her mother to childbirth
complications when she was two years old. There was an inner sorrow throughout her life that
she had never known what it was like to have a mother. There had also been the loss of two
brothers in infancy. Her father had remarried after a while, but there was never a lot of love
between the stepmother and my mother and her sisters. Like my dad, Mama had an education
that ended at about the eighth grade, but she valued education a great deal. She started school at
a younger age than the other students since there was no mother in the home until her father
remarried and her father had to work and could not care for her in the home. When she went to
school she carried her lunch in a syrup bucket, and it consisted of a baked sweet potato with
sorghum syrup and a biscuit. She always wanted to be a nurse and to be able to play the piano.
Since she was not able to accomplish these goals herself, she always encouraged her children and

r grandchildren in these areas. '

Both my parents grew up in families where getting food on the table was the main objective
in life, and the children worked hard in the field and on the farm as soon as they were no longer
' toddlers. Going to school was of secondary importance to helping the family survive. Going to
] church on Sunday was a way of life and almost the only diversion from the hard work. The
) church was Springhill and is fittingly the cemetery where my parents remain at rest. Their lives
; started out there and ended there.

g As ayoung woman my mother had long, dark, naturally curly hair, was somewhat plump, and
; had beautiful blue green eyes with an olive complexion. She had a shy, reserved way about her
] that changed only when expressing matters that she felt strongly about. When she and my dad
] married on June 19, 1920, they wanted the ceremony to take place as they sat in a buggy, but the
S preacher would not allow this. So they had to stand near the buggy and had only the required
3 witnesses for the ceremony. They started married life with nothing but dreams and the meager
] gifts given to them by family. I remember hearing that Aunt Virginia Ann, my dad’s sister, let
; them live with her for a while and gave them a “bedstead.” After a while they were able to move
. to their own little place in the woods. By this time my dad had inherited 40 acres of land from
b his father, so they were able to start farming. When my mother married, her work consisted of
responsibility for the garden, hoeing and picking cotton, quilting, canning and drying food,
] milking the cows, churning, cooking, cleaning and taking care of the children. She had difficulty
; having children and had three miscarriages before giving birth to three daughters. Each
3 successful pregnancy was achieved by months of bed rest before the birth. My sisters and I were
all delivered by a doctor at home.

b My mother’s singing voice was like none you ever heard before. It was a haunting, plaintive,
g tremolo soprano sound straight out of the red clay Alabama hills. You might not think it was
] beautiful in a classic sense, but you would most certainly take notice and say that it was unique.
3 1, of course, thought it was beautiful, and I could never come close to duplicating it if T had to.

She loved to sing, and “Amazing Grace” got her through many hard days.

’ One of my memories of Mama that recurs the most is that of her standing in the kitchen
‘ making biscuits, an every-morning ritual. She would take out the old brown stoneware bowl and
p make a valley in a mound of self-rising flour. Without measuring, she would place buttermilk
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and shortening in the valley of flour, and mix together the ingredients with her bare hands. In her
magical way she produced the most delicious, fluffy biscuits that were promptly brushed with
home made melted butter as soon as they came out of the stove. One of those steamy hot biscuits
along with some of Daddy’s honey from his hives was an unforgettable treat. No one that I know
can make a biscuit to compare, and hers are always the standard of comparison every time I eat
a biscuit. She also made wonderful yeast rolls, cinnamon rolls and even hamburger buns. She
not only made these for her family, but she cooked at Kirkland School for many years during the
late 1950s and early 1960s.

Some activities that my mother enjoyed were quilting, crocheting and tatting. She saved
everything and was the best at recycling. I remember being amazed at all the string that she
saved. She was the thriftiest person I ever knew. Her quilts were truly made from scraps and
from guano sacks. She never spent too much time with color schemes and fancy patterns for her
quilts, for she saw quilts as a source of warmth rather than an art project. Flower garden and
Dutch Girl were favored patterns of hers though. She would piece her quilts by hand and quilt
them by hand. For most of the winter the quilting frame would be set up in the living room on
the farm. Whenever she was not quilting the frame would be raised to the ceiling, but it stayed
there until the quilt was finished. She would have friends come occasionally to visit and quilt.
As for crocheting, she enjoyed doing that up until the end of her life and produced many doilies,
trim for pillowcases and even a tablecloth. Tatting was a kind of lace that required a more precise
skill involving a tatting shuttle. She made a lot of tatting lace, which was most frequently used
to trim pillowcases and sometimes tablecloths.

As a woman, it is interesting for me to consider the conditions that defined my mother as a
woman of her time. To her daughters, she always stressed education as a way to be successful
and independent. I’m sure she never felt very independent herself. Not many women of her time
had a job outside the home. In her later years she worked at Kirkland School and earned a little
money. She voted in local, state and national elections as soon as women were allowed to vote,
but she never wrote a check until she had to after my dad passed away. Her church was important
to her, but women were not encouraged to have responsible roles within the church unless it was
in the musical area. Women were not even Sunday school teachers. Like many women of her
time who were married at a young age, there was very little need or opportunity to be very
independent until she became a widow. At this time she had to gather all the strength and
courage that she had, discard the farm and possessions that she had known for over fifty years
and move into a little apartment in town. She lived alone and fairly independently for about 20
years after my dad died. During this time she owned a car even though she could not drive, she
flew and took trips a lot to be with her family, she read a lot, she discovered soap operas and
bingo, she enjoyed shopping and beauty salons, she collected new friends, she won senior citizen
physical activity awards, she saved money on a social security benefit income and she outlived
almost all of her contemporaries. She was a life-long Democrat and voted when she was 96 years
old. Still sound of mind in February of 1999, she passed away a few months away from her 97th
birthday. Her words on that day to the family were, “tell everybody I love them.”

Mama was an inspiration to us all. She taught us how to live, how to react to the many
changes of a lifetime and how to deal with loss. We know through her example that it is possible
to live a very long time and have a good quality of life. Most of all, she taught us that in the end
it is all about family.

Patsy Holliman Auiler
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BIOGRAPHY of Rosie Lillian Williams Holliman

by Tricia Corbett, April 8, 1997
(Rosie Lillian’s granddaughter, Patricia Lynn Corbett)

This biography is on my 95 year old maternal grandmother whose name is Rosie Lillian
Williams Holliman. She was born April 6, 1902, the youngest of five girls. The following

questions were responded to for the purpose of this biography. Most of the responses are in her
own words.

What do you remember about your father?
He was a good man. He married again after my mother died. Don’t ever marry a man
with children. My father was a farmer. He was tall, slim and not fleshy. He took us to
church the second Saturday and Sunday of every month. We went to Spring Hill in a
wagon — bumpety bump, bumpety bump.

What do you remember about your mother?

I'was three years old when she died. I don’t remember her. I do remember that my
sisters really loved her. She died of childbirth fever.

What do you remember about your sisters?
My oldest sister was named Florence. She did not stay around after my father
remarried. She left and married a McDonald man.
My second sister was Deary. She married a sorry man. His name was Poore. He
worked them all real hard.
My next sister was Pearl. She married your grandfather’s brother. We have double first
cousins in the family.
My next sister was Lindy. I was real close to Lindy. She died young with cancer. She
had melanoma. She had a boy and two girls. She married a sorry man. She was just

older than me. I sure did love her. We used to play jump rope and ring around the
roses.

What do you remember about your step-mother?
Her name was Drucilla McClung. I didn’t like her. She wasn’t good to us. She was
always telling on us. I don’t like to think about it. She treated her own two children
better than the rest of us. She had two girls that were my half-sisters. Their names were
May and Cora. May died young. She jumped out of a moving car. Don’t ever jump out
of a running car. May was walking with a friend and someone stopped to give them
aride. May’s friend knew the person driving the car but May did not. They passed the
place where they were supposed to get out and the person driving the car did not stop.
May got scared and jumped out of the car and it killed her. We went to the funeral. She
was buried in Guin. Her name was May Williams. My step-mother’s dad and sister
also lived with us. Her dad was helpless. Someone had to do everything for him. He
couldn’t care for himself. My step-mother’s sister was Ether. She had been in Bryce

because she lost her mind. They let her out to take care of her dad. I don’t like to think
about it.
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What do you remember about school?
Ididn’t finish the seventh grade. Inever was good at learning. I walked to school about
a mile. I carried my lunch to school. It was a sweet potato and I carried it in a syrup
bucket. I did like to play basketball. Is that what you call it with a basket here and a
basket down there? Basketball was hard work.

What do you remember about your room?
Nothing — except it was upstairs. I think I shared with Lindy. I think we had abed. My
mother had a loom. She made cloth. T wonder what happened to that loom.

What do you remember about the kitchen?
We didn’t have anything — no running water. We had a wooden stove.

Do you remember any special events? Christmas?
We were lucky to get an orange for Christmas. We didn’t have much.

When did you leave home?
I was married in 1920 to your grandfather.

What attracted you to him?
He was nice looking. He didn’t talk much and neither did I. We met the first time at
school. His half-sister taught school. She went to the University of Virginia to be a
teacher. your grandfather brought her to school in a wagon. He had to tend to the
horse. That’s when I met him. Two or three other girls tried to catch him. Ida
Cunningham was my best friend. She tried to catch him. He would come see me at
home sometimes.

Tell me about your wedding.
We went to the preacher’s house to get married. We got married in a buggy and then
we went to live with Virginia (your grandfather’s half-sister) until we could build a
house. His daddy gave all the children some land to build on.

Tell me about having your children.
I miscarried three times and then I had Maxine. I had to stay in bed for nine months
to keep from losing her. The doctor came to the house to help me. Five years later I
had Ellon and about nine-ten years later, I had Patsy. I had to be careful with them,
too.

Did you ever think about doing anything different with your life when you were young?
No — I never thought about doing what I did or doing anything else. Most of my life
1 worked hard farming.

Did the Depression have an impact on your family?
Yes — those were hard times. We did well to get a sack of flour. This had to be
rationed.

Anything else you would like to be known?
My mother’s name was Alice, Alice Chaffin.
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Leon O’Lenthus and Rosie Lillian’s Children,
Grandchildren, Great-Grandchildren and Great-Great-Grandchildren

ELLON MAE HOLLIMAN (daughter of LEON O'LENTHUS HOLLIMAN and ROSIE
LILLIAN WILLIAMS) was born 13 March 1935 in Fayette County, Alabama. She married
WILSON CRATIE CORBETT 1 January 1951 in Columbus, Lowndes County, Mississippi, son
of WILSON CORBETT and ETTA BARNES. He was born 31 August 1928 in Fayette County,
Alabama, and was a high school principal. He died 10 September 1986 in Shelby County,
Alabama and is buried in Mt. Vernon Cemetery in Fayette County.

Children of ELLON HOLLIMAN and WILSON CRATIE CORBETT:

1. MARY JEANETTA CORBETT wasborn 28 June 1953, in Vine Grove, Kentucky.
She married WILLIAM BURTON “Bill” KELLER, 11 March 1978, in Montevallo, Alabama.
He was born 24 August 1944, in Albertville, Alabama.

2. REGINA MARIA CORBETT was born 7 February 1955 in York, Alabama. She
married (1) JOHN OREN BAKER in 1972 in Sylacauga, Alabama. He was born 30 May 1955
in Montevallo, Alabama, and died 3 December 1994 in Shelby County, Alabama. She married
(2) CARL HAROLD GOLSON 10 June 1997 in B1rm1ngham Alabama. He was born 22
September 1947 in Montgomery, Alabama.

Children of REGINA CORBETT and JOHN BAKER:

i. TARAELIZABETH BAKER was born 26 January 1973 in Birmingham, Alabama.
She married CHRISTOPHER JAMES ARNOLD 28 April 1994 in Lee County,
Alabama. He was born 16 December 1969 in Bryan, Texas. Their children are:
1). ELLON LEE MARIA ARNOLD, born 27 September 1996,
in Birmingham, Alabama.
2). SAMUEL CHRISTOPHER BAKER ARNOLD, born 13 February 1998,
in Birmingham, Alabama.
3). JOHN THOMAS BAKER ARNOLD, born 16 April 2004,
in Birmingham, Alabama.

ii. BROOKE MARIA BAKER, born 26 July 1978, Birmingham, Alabama.

3. PATRICIA LYNN CORBETT was born 22 May 1957, in Montevallo, Alabama.

4. JANICE LEIGH CORBETT wasborn 7 February 1959 in Birmingham, Alabama.
She married JOEY LANE LOVELADY. He was born 30 December 1956 in Birmingham,
Alabama. They later divorced. Their children are:

i. CORBETT LANE LOVELADY, born 21 December 1986, in Birmingham, Alabama.
ii. COTY ANDREW LOVELADY, born 18 April 1991, in Birmingham, Alabama.
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PATSY ANN HOLLIMAN (daughter of LEON O'LENTHUS HOLLIMAN and ROSIE
LILLIAN WILLIAMS) was born 5 July 1944 in Fayette County, Alabama. She married JAMES
EDWARD AUILER 24 June 1967 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He was born 6 October 1942 in
Hammond, Indiana. Their children are:

1. ANN SUSAN AUILER, born 13 September 1976, Ann Arbor, Michigan.
ii. CAROL LEIGH AUILER, born 4 December 1979, Ann Arbor, Michigan.

The Williams Family and Other Maternal Ancestors

Rosie Lillian Williams, wife of Leon O’Lenthus Holliman, was the daughter of WILLIS
TILLMAN WILLIAMS and MISSOURI ALICE CASEY. Willis Tillman was born 15 August
1861 in Georgia, and died 3 July 1939 in Fayette County, Alabama. He married (1) Missouri
Alice Caseyon 1 January 1884 in Lamar County, Alabama, daughter of MALINDA ISABELLA
CASEY (unmarried) and a SIZEMORE father. Alice was born 23 January 1866 in Alabama and
died 7 August 1905 in Fayette County. Willis Tillman Williams married (2) MARTHA
DRUCILLA McCLUNG 12 May 1907 in Lamar County, Alabama, daughter of Abner McClung
and Emily Frances Holliman. Drucilla was born 12 July 1874 in Alabama and died 22 June 1958
in Fayette County.

Rosie Lillian Williams’ paternal grandfather was JOHN E. WILLIAMS, who was born about
1837 in Georgia and died 1861-1869 in Georgia or Alabama. He married ELIZABETH
LAVINIA "VINNIE" MARLOW 18 December 1853 in Paulding County, Georgia. Elizabeth
“Vinnie” Marlow was born March 1836 in Georgia, the daughter of WILLIAM and ANN
MARLOW. Shedied 3 July 1939 in Alabama. In 1850, John E. Williams and Elizabeth Marlow
were each living in their parents’ households in Cobb County, Georgia; and in 1860, they were
a young married couple in Brownville, Paulding County, Georgia. By 1870, John Williams had
died, and in 1878 Elizabeth remarried to John Hasten Lucas Jr.

JOHN E. WILLIAMS and ELIZABETH MARLOW?’s children were: Mary E. Williams,
William Anson "Bud" Williams, Willis Tillman Williams, and Emily Jane Williams.

John E. Williams’ father was ANSON WILLIAMS, born 1795-1801 in South Carolina and
died after 1870 probably in Cleburne County, Alabama, where he was living at the time of the
census that year. Anson Williams married SARAH ADCOCK on 11 January 1826 in Walton

County, Georgia. She was born about 1805 in Georgia and died before 1870 in Georgia or
Alabama.

The Casey Family

MALINDA ISABELLA CASEY was born 6 May 1841 in Alabama, the daughter of Robert
Casey and Easter Lucinda Smith who had migrated to Alabama from the Carolinas. Robert Casey
died by 1850, when Easter was head of household and raising a family of young children in
Marion County, Alabama. Easter never remarried and her death date is not yet known. Her
widowed mother, Elizabeth Smith, lived in an adjacent household or in one of the adult
children’s households for several decades — care of the elderly (social security) in 19th century
fashion. The Caseys seem to have been a family of women who “made do” in whatever
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economic circumstances they found themselves, often without the help of men.

When Malinda Isabella Casey was 24 years old, she had a daughter out-of-wedlock, Missouri
Alice Casey (called Alice), who was born 23 January 1866. Missouri Alice’s father was said by
the family to have been a SIZEMORE but no records of her father are definite. :

In 1872 Malinda Isabella married CALVIN CORNELIUS CHAFFIN, the widowed husband
of her sister Martha Jane Casey. Calvin (sometimes called "Birt" or "Bird") was born 11 August
1835 in Cherokee County, Georgia, the son of ELIAS CHAFFIN and SARAH YEARWOOD.
At the death of his first wife Martha Jane, he was left a widower with six young children, so (as
was commonly done) he married his deceased wife’s younger sister Malinda Isabella.

Calvin C. Chaffin served in the Civil War in Company 26 of the 28th Mississippi Cavalry
Regiment. He was wounded during the war and walked with a crutch for the rest of his life. He
and Malinda Isabella’s children, born between 1872 and 1887, were: Dolly Chaffin, Rhoda E.
Chaffin, James Elias "Jim" Chaffin, George Washington Chaffin, Luella Catherine Chaffin, and
Grover Cleveland Chaffin.

Calvin Chaffin died 23 January 1909 in Fayette County, Alabama. His wife Malinda Isabella
died two years later on 1 April 1911 in Fayette County. They are buried in the Mt. Willing

Cemetery in Fayette County.
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» Family Group Sheet
Husband: Leon O'Lenthus Holliman

Born: 5 April 1900
= Married: 19 June 1920
Died: 7 January 1977
- Father: James Franklin Holliman
L Mother: Bertha Lee Powell

_ Wife: Rosie Lillian Williams

__ Born: 6 April 1902 in: Alabama

Died: 5 February 1999 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
= Father: Willis Tillman Williams
Mother: Missouri Alice Casey

: Fayette Co., Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama
: Fayette Co., Alabama

EEE

- CHILDREN
= 1 Name: Mary Maxine Holliman
F Born: 18 March 1930 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
2 Name: Ellon Mae Holliman
- F Born: 13 March 1935 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
"/ Married: 1 January 1951 in: Columbus, Lowndes Co., Mississippi
Spouse: Wilson Cratie Corbett
= 3 Name: Patsy Ann Holliman
_ F Born: 5 July 1944 in: Fayette Co., Alabama
Married: 24 June 1967 in: Tuscaloosa, Alabama
- Spouse: James Edward Auiler
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Biographies of
Our Holliman Family:

Children and Descendants
of Leon O’Lenthus Holliman
and Rosie Lillian Williams
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Mary Maxine Holliman

Mary Maxine Holliman was born on March 18, 1930, in a farmhouse in Fayette County,
Alabama, the first daughter of Leon O’Lenthus and Lillian Williams Holliman. She was named
after her father’s youngest sister, Mary Elizabeth. She was a beautiful baby, a dream come true
for her parents, because her mother had suffered three miscarriages in their first 10 years of
marriage.

Maxine grew up in a rural community in a three-room, unpainted, clapboard farmhouse
with a tin roof and a front porch that covered the length of the house. It was a house that was
typical of the time and place, a house with no running water, no modern plumbing and no
electricity. The huge hickory tree that stood in the yard still stands in that spot today. There on
the farm, she worked in the fields with her mother and father as they chopped, or thinned, their
cotton plants each summer, and she picked cotton with her family and neighbors each fall.
Cotton was the family’s main cash crop.

In their isolated farm they looked forward to visits from the rolling store, a peddler’s
truck laden with goods for sale. Such a visit meant that Maxine’s mother could buy material to
sew her a new dress, or they could buy groceries or more exotic supplies, like Watkins Vanilla
Extract or tonic water for “whatever ailed one.” She remembers that her parents sometimes paid
for the goods with chickens.

Her main social outlets were school and the Bethabra Baptist Church, and she looked
forward to Sunday afternoon visits from aunts, uncles and cousins. Maxine would attend the
traditional all-day singings, with dinner on the grounds, and she would attend other church
services, such as revival services in the summer after laying-by time (after the crops were too
mature to plow) and funerals. Whenever there was a funeral, children went with their parents
to the home of the deceased. The body would be laid out in the front room, and friends and
relatives gathered and stayed up all night with the family. The practice was called sitting up.
Everyone took food and, although it was a sad time, it was a social occasion for the
neighborhood, an occasion during which all topics of the day would be discussed. Children went
along because there were no babysitters. Maxine and both of her sisters endured these customs.
However, children were often offered a bed, and they did not have to stay up all night. Funerals
were long drawn out affairs with fiery sermons, extreme emotional displays of grief and a long
parade of showy sprays of flowers carried by flower girls. In addition, selected men were
designated as pallbearers, and they carried the casket to and from the church and on to the wagon
or truck that took the casket to the graveyard.

Maxine also spent many a day baby-sitting with her younger sisters, Ellon and Patsy,
while her parents were working in the fields. On the day that her sister Patsy was born on July
5, 1944, she remembers that the event was celebrated by her father’s going to town to buy ice
so family and friends could drink some iced tea.

She walked a long distance to catch the bus to go to school. One of the highlights of her
day would be when she would walk to the mailbox about a quarter of a mile down on the main
road. There was always the possibility of finding something exciting in the mailbox, perhaps a
Sears catalog. She also remembers walking down the road a mile to take organ lessons from a
cousin, Gracie Sanders. There she learned to play the old-fashioned pump organ.

Maxine excelled in her studies, and she was valedictorian of Kirkland School, the local

35





image40.jpeg
2722 222%2x222222222 2 2 2 A R R B & &R & A A& & & & & 4 4 4

elementary and junior high school. She was active in the 4 H club and won many awards for her
projects. She also remembers participating in and attending plays at Kirkland School, and she
remembers the important role such entertainment played in the community. The plays at
Kirkland were performed by the upper-grade students and would have a set provided by the local
furniture store. The plays would last an hour or two and were always comedies. Other social
events at school were cakewalks and box suppers. The community thrived on these events, and
they were also fundraisers for the school. After Kirkland she attended Fayette County High
School.

After graduating from FCHS in 1948, she began attending Alabama College, now the
University of Montevallo. At the time the college was a women’s college where “all that was
proper for a young woman” was taught and practiced in addition to academic studies. For
example, the student refreshment place had a rather proper name, the Tea House.

Maxine was a tall, slender beauty with long, black hair. College provided the opportunity
for her to make many friends. She enjoyed music there, and she sang in the Glee Club. She
loved college, and she attended classes two years before coming home to help support her family
affer her father was diagnosed with colon cancer. Back home in Fayette County, she worked at
McNease and Robertson Hospital and Clinic in Fayette as a receptionist and assistant
bookkeeper. After she began working, she not only helped her parents financially, but she also
helped her two sisters, buying them clothes and generously providing for them in many ways.

Her father recovered, and in 1951, she moved to Washington, D.C. to accept a job with
the FBI’s identification division. She was assigned to the clerical-secretarial department her first
year, and in 1952, she moved to the fingerprint division, classifying and identifying the
fingerprints. When she moved to Washington, she had never traveled out of state, except for trips
to Columbus, Miss., which was 40 miles from their home.

In 1956, she moved back to Alabama, taking a job as a receptionist with a prominent law
firm in Birmingham, Smyer White Reid & Acker. Later, she became a legal secretary and office
manager there. The firm’s clients included some of the leading businesses and businessmen in
the city, many of whom developed commercial property in the 1960s and 70s. Lawyers in the
firm also worked with several real estate offices to close residential sales.

From 1956 to 1971, Maxine was a charter member of the Birmingham Legal Secretaries
Association, and she served as a secretary of the association. In the 1950s, she also joined the
Birmingham Chapter of the National Secretaries Association and served as president of the local
chapter in the 1960s. In 1967, she was named Secretary of the Year, and in 1968, she was
president of the state association. During her year as president, Maxine visited all 11 of the
association’s chapters in the state. In addition, she served as a delegate and alternate to national
conventions in Boston, Washington and Portland, Oregon. She was also a delegate to regional
conferences in Baltimore and Miami. Within the association, she developed an innovative
program that raised scholarship money for deserving future secretaries.

Maxine has always understood that continuing to learn is important. When she was in
Birmingham she developed her communication skills by enrolling in a Dale Carnegie course
called “Effective Speaking.” She learned about music by attending concerts and other programs
sponsored by the Birmingham Music Club. She also took Speedwriting, a method of shorthand,
at the American Institute of Speedwriting. She was on the local public television station in 1967
for two segments entitled “Today’s Secretary.”
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A tall, willowy beauty, she enrolled in and graduated from the Bee McLaughlin Modeling
and Charm School in Birmingham, and she modeled many times for organizations in the area.
Maxine’s picture often appeared in Birmingham newspapers, connected to her work with the
secretaries association and to her modeling work. She has always had a sense of fashion and once
had hats that numbered in the double digits. Her sister Patsy and Patsy’s college friends always
knew where to borrow a special dress or other special article of clothing. Maxine always
provided fashionable long formal dresses for Patsy, formals that were made with dozens of yards
of net or satin or both, for her to wear to special occasions in high school and college.

In 1972, she joined Pitney Bowes, a national company specializing in office mail
equipment, and her first assignment was administrative manager of the company’s branch in
Charlotte, N.C. She first trained in the Birmingham office and in the company’s headquarters in
Connecticut. In 1974, she was transferred to Nashville, where she remained until September
1976. When the opportunity to transfer to one of the branches in Florida opened, she transferred
to Jacksonville as a customer account representative, and she moved to Tallahassee in 1977 and
remained with Pitney Bowes until 1979.

In 1974, she was awarded a plaque for Outstanding Administrative Office at the Pitney
Bowes’ Nashville branch, and she attended the Sales Leadership Conference in San Juan, Puerto
Rico, to receive the award. She received the same award in 1975 and attended the leadership
conference in Bermuda.

In 1979, she launched a new career in real estate sales as a Realtor at Investors Realty in
Tallahassee, and she remained with the company until 1987. In 1988, she joined Herb Morgan
Realty. Morgan was a former legislator from Tallahassee. From 1990 to 1998, she worked with
Prudential Serpico Realty. During this period she earned a GRI certificate from the Graduate
Realtor Institute. Since August 1998, she has worked as a Realtor and administrative manager
at Blue Chip Realty. She works directly for one of the company’s top producers and owners,
Mike Ferrie, who was recently installed as president of the local board of Realtors for 2005.
Maxine has served on many committees with the Tallahassee Board of Realtors, including the
education, social and professional standards committees.

Today, Maxine continues to participate in a variety of interests and activities. She knows
the importance of exercise and regularly works out at a fitness club, Curves. She also belongs
to Senior Friends, a social and educational group that travels all over the country. In other
community work, she contributes her time to the local American Cancer Society unit, and she
is a 30-year cancer survivor herself.

She has attended Baptist and Methodist churches, and she now attends Trinity United
Methodist Church in Tallahassee. Maxine enjoys reading books, going to movies, listening to
music, walking on the beach, reading about the latest fashions and is an avid fan of the PGA golf
tour.

She has come a long way since she heard Franklin Roosevelt say on the radio in his
famous speech in 1939, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself”.
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Ellon Mae Holliman Corbett

Ellon Mae Holliman Corbett was born on March 13, 1935 in a farmhouse in the Bluff
Community of Fayette County, Alabama, to Leon O’Lenthus Holliman and Lillian Williams
Holliman. She was the middle child of three daughters in the family and was named after her
mother’s half sister, Mae Williams. She was born during the Depression and grew up during
World War II and the post-war years into the Korean War.

Ellon had a gentle pleasant nature and always had a calm reasoned reaction to any
occurrence. She made friends easily even though there was not much opportunity on an isolated
farm. She enjoyed school and the chance that it offered to socialize.

On the farm, she and her sisters had a white dog with a black circle on his back named
Tige. They always had cats for pets on the farm, too. Farmers kept cats around their barns to kill
mice and keep other pests at bay. Other pets included their farm animals such as chickens, and
the girls often gave them unusual names. They named one of the chickens “Bipple.”

As a teenager, Ellon was a very striking young woman with long dark hair. She never
had a hairdresser or store -bought rollers in those days, so she and her older sister, Maxine, made
rollers out of long strips of brown paper bags. They would put abit of hair over the strip and then
tie the ends of the strips together and keep the strips in their hair for hours, and that’s how they
made their beautiful curls.

Travel in those early days meant a trip to Bluff store to buy a “sody water” and a Moon
Pie. On some Saturdays, they rode into Fayette to shop, but Ellon’s father was strict about what
they could do or buy in those days. He always wanted his daughters to wear dresses. They could
never wear any dresses or skirts that were short, and they could never wear pants or shorts. Their
most exiciting shopping trips were to Columbus, Miss., which was about 40 miles away. The
girls would return home from Columbus with colorful dresses, purses, shoes, and hats to wear
to church or singings.

For some reason Ellon was involved in several near tragedies that became family stories.
First, Ellon almost stepped on a water moccasin while walking to the spring to get the milk. The

family kept milk in the cool water of the spring before they had a refrigerator. Then, Ellon fell
off the slide of the plow while the mule was pulling the slide, and the singletree — the wooden
bar that’s part of the connection of the mule’s harness and the plow — hit her in the head. Also,
she almost drowned in the Luxpalila Channel when she and friends were wading in the river on
aschool trip. Her younger sister, Patsy, often thought these stories were “create-the-fear” stories,
or she thought that her parents had made them up to ensure good behavior from the younger
child.

On the family farm, Ellon helped with chores, and she worked in the cotton fields. In the
spring she helped plant the cotton by carrying the fertilizer or guano (pronounced gew-an-ner)
to fill the distributor plow so that the guano could be dropped into the rows. Her father would
then guide the mule-drawn harrow plow down each row to push dirt over the guano, and then
he would plant the cotton seeds. When the cotton plants came up, Ellon joined the rest of the

family to thin the plants — to chop them — using a hoe, then to chop the weeds out of the cotton.
In the fall the cotton was ready to pick. Ellon and her sister Maxine could take turns picking
cotton, and they would avoid the hard work by staying home and babysitting their younger sister,
Patsy. Whether staying home was a better alternative is debatable, because staying alone in the
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isolated farm house with a small child could be a scary to the girls.

Other farm chores involved helping out when a hog was butchered. None of the children
wanted to do that. In the first place, the hog that was butchered might have been a former pet.
Since her father had to slaughter and butcher the hog on a cold day, to keep the meat from
spoiling, the butchering would sometimes coincide with a school day, and the girls would miss
out on the gory events. Nevertheless, there was plenty to do once the school day was over. The
meat had to be stored, the hams cured, the sausage made, the cracklings made, and they had to
do many other chores tied to the storage and curing of the meat. Soon afterwards some of the fat
that wasn’t kept as lard would be used to make soap. Because the soap making involved using
lye, a dangerous chemical, the children only helped to store the homemade soap. Other chores
included working in the garden and sweeping the dirt front yard with a brush broom. They also
helped their mother wash clothes with a rub board and helped her boil them in the wash pot.
They also helped her iron the clothes and helped with other chores.

Ellon attended Kirkland School through the ninth grade, where she excelled academically
and was named salutatorian. Her social life revolved around school and church, including all-day
singings with dinner on the grounds.

After Kirkland, she went to Fayette High School, and she married Wilson Cratie Corbett
on January 1, 1951 while she was still in school. Cratie had taught her social studies in the eighth
grade when she was at Kirkland. When Cratie was stationed at Fort Knox, Kentucky, Ellon
attended Elizabethtown High School. The young couple lived in a garage apartment there in
Elizabethtown.

In the summer of 1952 she passed the civil service exam and took a secretarial job at AG
Personnel, 3rd Armored Division, Fort Knox, and she worked there until June 1953. While in
Kentucky, the first of her four daughters, Mary Jeanetta Corbett, was born in Vine Grove, a small
town near Elizabethtown, on June 28, 1953.

In the summer of 1954, she, Cratie and Jeanettamoved to Livingston, Alabama, so Cratie
could enroll in Livingston State Teachers College to complete course requirements for his
degree. Their second daughter, Regina Maria, was born February 7, 1955, in York, Alabama, a
small town south of Livingston, and Cratie received his degree in May 1955.

In the summer of 1955, the family moved to Montevallo, where Cratie began his first job
in education after graduating from college. He taught history and coached at Montevallo High
School, while Ellon cared for their two daughters.

Their third daughter, Patricia Lynn Corbett, was born May 22, 1957, followed by their
fourth and last daughter, Janice Leigh Corbett, on February 1, 1959.

In February 1963, Ellon began a long association with the University of Montevallo, then
known as Alabama College, when she went to work part time in the library. After a few months,
she began working in the library full time. Some 10 years later, she left the library and began
working in the Counseling Center headed by Dr. James Chasteen, and then later she moved on
to the President’s Office, where she worked with Dr. Kermit Johnson. In 1976, she became
administrative assistant to the Vice President for Academic Affairs and remained in that post
until 1993, when she became Director of Special Events and Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action coordinator. In 1994 Leadership Shelby County, a program to encourage the development
of leaders in Shelby County, was started and based at UM, and UM President Bob McChesney
assigned her to work as coordinator. At that time she dropped the Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action part of her job and was Director of Special Bvents and Coordinator of Leadership Shelby
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County. She officially retired from UM in 1995, but she continued to coordinate Leadership
Shelby County.

At UM and in other activities, leaders respect her opinion and seek her advice. Tom
Walker, the head of the American Village, says he knows no one with better judgment and
insight. UM President McChesney says he relies on Ellon for her advice and counsel. At UM,
the board granted her emeritus status, something not given to all retirees, for her 30 years of
service to the university. In honor of her contributions, her daughter Jeanetta Keller and
Jeanetta’s husband, Bill Keller, established the Ellon Holliman Corbett Endowment at UM to
benefit the library there.

She loves to listen to all kinds of music, but she especially loves the blues, and she will
camp out in front of one of the stages at Birmingham’s City Stages music festival to hear old
favorite singers and songs. She has an extensive knowledge of current and past blues and country
performers and is a good resource on blues and country music. Although she never took any
lessons, she plays the piano by ear, and she can play anything she hears, a talent that amazes her
children, grandchildren and friends.

She’s so young at heart and so youthful in her interests and appearance, that when she’s
seen with her four daughters, she’s one of Montevallo’s “Corbett Girls.” Her friends and family
appreciate her warmth, her thoughtfulness and her help when they need it. Those who depend
on her appreciate her organizational skills and “people” skills.

To her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, she’s their Mommie Ellon, someone who
warmly welcomes them into her home, someone who is a good listener and someone who has
the insight into how to talk to anyone of any age, something they all treasure.

In addition to playing the piano and listening to music, she enjoys travel and reading, and
she volunteers at the American Village. Ellon is a charter member of University Baptist Church,
and she is a life-long Democrat.
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Patsy Ann Holliman Auiler

Patsy Ann Holliman Auiler was born at 1 a.m. on July 5, 1944, on the Holliman farm
near Hell’s Creek northwest of Fayette, Alabama. She was the third and last child of Leon
O’Lenthus Holliman and Lillian Williams Holliman. Hersisters named her after the popular doll
of the day, the Patsy Ann doll. Her father’s name for her for many years, however, was Paddy.
Patsy was born when her father was 44 and her mother was 42, and her family said that she kept
her parents young, with her cheerful spirit and positive attitude.

Her early memories of living on the farm include picking cotton and taking the bi g water
jug around to the field hands as they picked cotton. She also remembers sitting in front of the
wood stove and churning milk with the old-fashioned wood dasher in the churn in order to make
buttermilk and butter. She helped her mother can food, dry apples and peaches, make jams and
Jellies, and make sauerkraut. Other memories of her farm days include picking blackberries in
the snaky “bottom”, working in the garden and fishing at the family lake, Holliman’s Lake. For
pets, she had pigs, calves, chickens, cats and dogs. A favorite dog was a black Cocker Spaniel,
Scottie, who was given to her by her sister Ellon Corbett and her husband, Cratie Corbett. As a
4-H member she grew flowers and sold them to the florist in town. She won awards in 4-H for
sewing, talent shows, gardening and food preservation.

Patsy attended public schools in Fayette County, and she was salutatorian of her class at
Kirkland Junior High School before transferring to Fayette County High School. At FCHS, she
was editor of the school newspaper, The Ti ger Rag, feature editor of the school yearbook and a
member of the National Honor Society. In her spare time she sang with a trio of girls who
performed for school assemblies and entered talent shows, and at one time, the trio had a 15-
minute music program on Saturdays on the local radio station, WWWEF. In her senior year, she
was Homecoming Queen and head cheerleader at FCHS. At graduation she was awarded the
Balfour award for scholarship and achievement.

Patsy learned to play the piano by “ear” as a child. She would line her dolls up as the
audience and perform for them. At approximately 10 years of age she started piano lessons with
Janie Hankins in Fayette. Her father would take off work on the farm to drive her in the old black
Ford truck 28 miles roundirip on a Saturday to piano lessons, with a stop at the library to check
out books afterwards. Due to distance, time, and financial difficulties, the lessons only lasted
about two years. Because of her limited education in music, she was at a severe disadvantage
when she later decided to major in music at the University of Montevallo. While she lived on the
farm she was the church pianist at Bethabra Baptist Church, and she accompanied her father
there and at all-day singings around the area.

After graduation from high school in 1962, she attended Montevallo, where she was
featured in the yearbook as a beauty each year. Patsy graduated from UM in 1965, three years
after starting. She attended classes during summer school sessions to help complete her studies
ayear early, and she graduated with a bachelor’s degree in music education. During college she
worked at the psychology department as a typist, and she also gave piano lessons to local
children to help meet expenses. At UM, she was inducted into Phi Alpha Mu music honorary and
was named to Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities. She majored in voice and
minored in piano at Montevallo, and she was involved in college choir, chorale, opera and
theater groups. She played roles in the opera, The Consul,” and the musical, “Oklahoma.”
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While at Montevallo, she made life-long friends, friends who still meet at least once each
year, friends who call themselves the Same Sweet Girls, or SSGs. Patsy planned their most
recent meeting, this year in New York, and a story and photo about the gathering appeared in the
Dec. 10, 2004, issue of Life magazine. One of the SSGs, Sandra King, wife of author Pat
Conroy, will soon release her latest book, and it will be called the “Same Sweet Girls.” Sandra’s
agent arranged the photography session, and Sandra wrote the magazine story about the SSGs.

In the fall of 1965, Patsy began her first job after college, teaching music and Head Start
classes in the Andalusia (Ala.) public schools one year. While in Andalusia, she met her future
husband, James Auiler, on a blind date arranged by another teacher there. Jim drove down from
St. Louis, Missouri, with a fellow engineer from McDonnell Douglas Corporation, a native
Alabamian, to meet the southern belle.

In the 1966-67 school year, Patsy took a position teaching music in the Tuscaloosa
County (Alabama) public schools. This was the year that the schools systems had been directed
by the federal government to begin racial integration, which began by sending white teachers into
black schools. Patsy was one of the teachers selected to teach in the all-black schools. The first
teachers sent to these schools were music and art teachers. The students at these schools were
the most deprived in every way. Integration of students did not take place at this time. The
students there experienced their first integration through these white teachers, and the teachers
learned first hand what it was like to be a minority. Patsy remembers these experiences as
rewarding, positive, and influential to her philosophy of life. Also during that school year Patsy
began graduate studies at the University of Alabama.

Patsy and Jim got married June 24, 1967, in Tuscaloosa after the close of the school year.
She joined him in St. Louis, where he was working as rocket propulsion engineer for McDonnell
Douglas. While in St. Louis, she taught music in Hazelwood (Missouri) public schools one year.
After they moved to Rolla, Missouri, in 1968, she taught music for three years in the public
schools there. Rolla was one of her favorite places to teach. In her sixth-grade classes there she
taught vocal ensembles before school, and one of her very bri ght students, one who accompanied
all the ensembles, went on to become Miss Missouri in the Miss America pageant many years
later. Her talent was piano. While in Rolla, Patsy sang in a university a cappella madrigal group
that performed through out the community.

Jim had been working on his master’s degree at the University of Missouri at Rolla while
he worked in St. Louis. They had moved to Rolla when Jim started work on his doctorate there.
After Jim was awarded his Ph.D. degree, the young couple moved to Wichita, Kansas, where he
worked for Beech Aircraft Corporation. Patsy taught music in the Derby (Kansas) public schools
from 1971 to 1973. Patsy resumed graduate work at Wichita State. In 1973, they moved back to
Jim’s home state, Michigan, and to Ann Arbor, home of the University of Michigan, Jim’s alma
mater, and Jim began his work at Ford.

In Michigan, Patsy went to graduate school, and in 1974, she was awarded a master’s
degree in education with an emphasis in reading from Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti.
She was inducted into the national honor society of Phi Kappa Phi at EMU.

Their first daughter, Ann Susan Auiler, was born on September 13, 1976, and their
second daughter, Carol Leigh Auiler, was born on December 4, 1979. Both girls attended
cooperative nursery schools. Parents of children in the school were required to help their child’s
teacher a certain amount of time each semester. After the girls became teen-agers, Patsy became
a teacher in this same school where both girls had started their education. This school was
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Glacier Way Cooperative Pre-School in Ann Arbor, where she taught from 1992 to 2000. In
1994, the school published a cookbook and dedicated it to Patsy. While at Glacier Way, she
received the Most Outstanding Teacher Award for the district in 1998 and 2000.

Patsy’s interests include travel with her family and travel with friends in Ann Arbor. She
and her friends pick different destinations each year, mostly in Europe or the Caribbean, to tour.
With her interest in music, Patsy has sung in several community choirs in Ann Arbor. She
auditioned for and sang with the University of Michigan Musical Society Choir for 20 years,
performing under many great conductors such as Eugene Ormandy, Robert Shaw and Kurt
Masur. She and Jim also enjoy jazz and blues and travel to festivals to see favorite performers.
Patsy is also an avid reader and has belonged to the same book club for 16 years.

She gives of her time in the community as a volunteer. She teaches school children about
recycling and environmental issues at a local recycling center, the Scrap Box, one of the few
industrial recycling centers in the country that is associated with education. She also volunteers
at a local nursing home, providing musical activities for the Alzheimer residents, and she
volunteers at Health Source, where she mentors and supports troubled teenagers who live in
group homes.

In political activities, Patsy has worked in election campaigns at the local, state and
national levels. She is an ardent Yellow Dog Democrat. She keeps on top of issues that are
important to her through the Internet.

In recent years, Patsy has started playing golf, and she plays with Jim when they’re on
one of their trips or on courses around Ann Arbor. This past summer she shot her first birdie.
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James Edward Auiler

James Edward Auiler, husband of Patsy Holliman Auiler, was born October 6, 1942, in
Hammond, Indiana, a suburb of Chicago. He is the son of Clarence Edward Auiler and Virginia
Newcomb Auiler, both of whom grew up in Hammond. He is oldest of three children.

Jim’s father was a pilot in the Army Air Force during World War II. He was a B29 flight
instructor, and was preparing to ship out overseas when the war ended. Jim spent his early years
with his parents at various Air Base locations in the southwestern states as his father progressed
through his pilot training and duties. Jim was too Yyoung to remember much of those early years,
but he does remember living in El Paso, Texas, where he and his mother and father lived with
alocal Mexican-American woman on a small farm. He remembers a turkey chasing him around
the farm, and he remembers wading in the irrigation ditch there, definitely a no no. During his
short time in Texas along the Mexican border, he developed a taste for Mexican food,
particularly huevos rancheros, tortillas with eggs.

After the war, his family moved back to Hammond, and his father began calling him Tex,
a nickname his father and Jim’s closest friends used until the family moved to Allen Park,
Michigan, in 1955. Jim had to have a serious talk with his father to keep the name Tex from
following him to Allen Park.

Jim’s mother was an accomplished musician, and she attended Chicago Conservatory of
Music. She played the organ at church and she taught piano lessons at home. Virginia tried in
vain to teach Jim to play the piano, but it never really worked. Finally one summer when Jim
was about 10 years old she had him take piano lessons from a good friend who lived close by.
Unfortunately, the piano teacher lived next door to Jim’s best friend and ball-playing partner, and
Jim never could get his focus off of playing ball long enough to learn the piano.

During the Korean War, Jim’s father was recalled to active duty in the Air Force as a B29
pilot and initially sent to Topeka, Kansas, for training. Jim accompanied his parents to Topeka
and spent his fifth grade school year there. Jim and his mother then returned to Hammond, and
his father was sent to Okinawa, where he was lead B29 pilot in 33 long range combat missions
over Korea. After returning from the Korean War, Jim’s father flew with F lying Tiger Airlines,
an air freight service, before completing his career as a corporate pilot for Ford Motor Company.
Jim remembers that he and his mother sometimes joined his father on trips around the country,
when the plane had empty seats. His father often flew Henry Ford IT and his family on business
and personal trips. Several times during his career at Ford, Jim had the opportunity to fly on
company business on a plane piloted by his father. Jim never failed to proudly mention to his
travel colleagues that his father was the pilot.

Jim attended Allen Park High School in suburban Detroit, where he played baseball,
basketball and football, and he graduated in 1960. That fall, he entered the University of
Michigan, where he graduated with a degree in aeronautical engineering in 1964. At UM, Jim
was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, where he was the intramural sports chairman for
the fraternity. SPE had a reputation for winning the inter-fraternity All-Sports award each year.

After graduating from Michigan, he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where he worked for
McDonnell Douglas Corporation as a rocket propulsion system engineer on the Gemini Manned
Spacecraft program from 1964 to 1968.
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On June 24, 1967, he married Patsy Holliman of Fayette, Alabama, in Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, where she had been teaching in the local public schools. Jim met Patsy on ablind date,
after he drove down to Andalusia, Alabama, with a fellow engineer at McDonnell Douglas who
was from Alabama. Patsy was teaching in Andalusia then, and Jim’s friend was dating one of
Patsy’s friends, a fellow teacher.

Also in 1967, Jim was awarded a master’s degree in mechanical engineering from the
University of Missouri at Rolla. He completed work on his degree while employed as an
engineer at McDonnell Douglas in St. Louis.

In 1968 Jim and Patsy moved to Rolla, and Jim began working on a doctorate in
mechanical engineering at UM-Rolla. He was awarded a research fellowship in atmospheric
physics, and he worked as a research assistant in the atmospheric physics lab there while
completing his degree. He was awarded a Ph.D. degree in mechanical engineering in 1971. Jim
later became a member of the Academy of Mechanical Engineers at University of Missouri at
Rolla.

Also in 1971, he and Patsy moved to Wichita, Kansas, where he worked for Beech
Aircraft Corporation as rocket propulsion system group engineer on the company’s high-altitude
supersonic target missile program.

In 1973, Jim and Patsy moved to Ann Arbor, Michigan, home of the University of
Michigan. He began work as a research engineer at Ford Motor Company, in the Powertrain
Systems Research Lab.

AtFord, Jim moved up first as engineering supervisor in the Powertrain Control Systems
department, then as department manager in Powertrain Development and Controls, and finally,
chief engineer of Powertrain Control Systems Engineering, the job he held his last 10 years at
Ford. Jim retired in March 2004.

He owns a patent on a vaporized fuel delivery system developed for automobiles, and he
has numerous publications in professional journals related to acrospace engineering, atmospheric
physics and automotive engineering.

Throughout his adult life, Jim has followed University of Michigan sports, going to
games with friends he made in college, sometimes even going to UM’s bowl games with Patsy
and their friends.

His family and friends know him for his outgoing personality and wit and for his
steadfast support for their activities and interests. He has enjoyed golf for a number of years and
in his retirement, he has found time to lower his handicap. He has also enjoyed racquetball and

handball as a diversion from the stresses of his work, and he enjoys a good laugh and a tall tale
with friends. :
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Jeanetta Corbett Keller

Jeanetta Corbett Keller was born on June 28, 1953, in Vine Grove, Kentucky. She is the
oldest of four daughters born to Ellon Holliman Corbett and the late Wilson Cratie Corbett. She
was born in Kentucky because her father was in the Army stationed at Fort Knox at the time.
However, Alabama was home to both the Corbetts and Hollimans for several generations, so her
parents came back when her father was discharged.

Jeanetta grew up in Montevallo, Alabama, where her father was a high-school principal
and coach. Her mother retired from the University of Montevallo in 1995, after 30 years of work
there, most recently in administration.

From the time Jeanetta was in elementary school, she was a leader. As the oldest of four
sisters, she learned to organize and motivate others early in life, skills she used later as a
successful executive. At Montevallo High School, she was valedictorian of her class, head
cheerleader of an award-winning cheerleading squad and Homecoming Queen. She remembers
that her father cried when he crowned her there on the football field at half-time in a game in the
fall of 1970. He was so proud.

Moving across the street from the high school to the University of Montevallo in 1971,
she majored in social work, a degree that reflected her concern for others. She also showed that
concern about basic fairness toward all people, when she along with other members walked out
of the First Baptist Church of Montevallo because it would not accept black college students as
members. She was a charter member of University Baptist Church, a new church open to
everybody.

In college, she also helped organize a student rally to protest for equal rights for female
students, and she helped rejuvenate a local chapter of Young Democrats.

After earning her bachelor’s degree at UM, she moved on to Tuscaloosa to earn a Masters
of Social Work degree at the University of Alabama in one year. Her work on the master’s
degree included a semester’s work at a home for emotionally disturbed teenagers, Gateway. After
the internship ended, Gateway hired her, and she worked there a year before the University of
Montevallo hired her to head its Environmental Education program. She went back to UM to
work in the fall of 1977, seven months after her future husband, Bill, had started work there
heading the university’s media relations effort.

She had never taught, and she had never been involved in environmental issues, but as
typical of her career, she faced the challenges head on and met them with tact, grace, skill, wit
and grit. She developed workshops for teachers and student teachers, and she developed other
innovative programs. Her programs gave the university visibility and brought it respect.

The next year, UM officials asked her also to work as acting director of the Alumni
Association. Later they offered her the job full time, and later still, she became the chief fund-
raiser for the university — again, new jobs for which she had no background or training.

In 1983, she began looking for a new job after she had earned a Ph.D. in higher education
administration at UA. She and her husband, Bill, had commuted from Montevallo to Tuscaloosa
nights and weekends for four years to earn the degrees — thinking that they would remain in
college administration, but both of them decided to look for other work. First, Bill left UM to
head the Alabama Press Association, the state trade association of newspapers, in January 1983.
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In January 1985, Jeanetta joined Southern Progress Corporation, the Birmingham-based
magazine giant, as director of public relations.

As in previous work, she found herself managing more and more tasks outside her job
description at SPC, and she was promoted to administrative vice president in 1991 and to
executive vice president and editorial director over the company’s six magazines in 1999:
Southern Living, Progressive Farmer, Cooking Light. Southern Accents, Coastal Living and
Health. Later, she managed the effort to start the company’s seventh magazine, Cottage Living.
She has also been a mentor to countless young professionals there.

Jeanettais alife-long Yellow Dog Democrat. In 1964, at age 11, she campaigned for U.S.
Representative Carl Elliott when he ran for governor, and she championed other progressive
candidates for state and national office. Her Democrat loyalties even helped her get to know Bill,
when they lived near each other in Tuscaloosa and would meet to talk about their common
interests in progressive political and social change. (Both she and Bill would, no doubt, have
questioned the future of their union had their been a hint of Republican leanings on either side,
although Bill says he might have been able to overlook some conservative leanings because she
was so fetching.) For one term in the 1980s, she served on the Alabama Democrat Executive
Committee.

Her leadership skills have been recognized statewide. She has participated in Leadership
Birmingham and Leadership Alabama, and she was named Alumnus of the Year at UM. Early
in her career at Southern Progress, she was named one of the Top 40 Under 40 in Birmingham’s
business world, and she has won other awards in the Birmingham area.

Today, she sits on the UM Board of Trustees and on the board of the American Village,
a civics education project in Montevallo. In addition, she is on the local board for Brookwood
Hospital in Birmingham. She has also served on the board for Gateway and McWane Center,
Birmingham’s science museum.

Up at 5 and on the job by 6:45, she has earned respect throughout her company for her
leadership, her insight and her ability to motivate others. As enthusiastic as she is about her
work, she is also a devoted wife to Bill and devoted and caring daughter to her mother, devoted
sister to her three sisters and supportive (and fun) aunt to her nieces and nephews and great
nieces and nephews. She’s proud of the strong women in her family — especially her
grandmothers, her mother and her aunts — all of whom have inspired her over the years. And
she’s equally proud of Bill, who respects and encourages that strength.

In recent years, inspired by her co-workers’ talents, she has taken an interest in design
and art, but her main interest is the time she spends planning family gatherings for both her
family and Bill’s family — and the gatherings themselves — full of laughter, nostalgia, love and
tall tales.

She and Bill also plan travel for themselves, and the notes they take become travel tips
for friends. Their favorite destinations are New York, Santa Fe, the San Francisco area, Paris and
Rome.
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Leon O’Lenthus Holliman, age 18, and Lillian Williams, age 16
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