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Case Study

The following situation shows the value of tithable lists for researchers. Zacharish Hendrick, of Cumberland
County, died leaving a will recorded in 1783 (Cumberiand County Will Book 2, p. 315.) Researchers attempting
to identity Zacharish Hendricks father should first examine Cumberland Gounty wills and deeds for the name
Hendrick. The cxamination of witls does not provide the riame of his father, but it shows that he had  brother,
Obadiah Hendrick. The will of Gbadizh Hendrick (Cumberland County Will Book 2, p. 434) mentions his
brother, Zachariah Hendrick, and another brother, Benjamin Hendrick. In his will, Obadiah Hendrick freed the
following slaves: Gtd Ben, Young Ben, Moses alias Bachus, Dansey, Martin, Will, Harry, Artimy, and Sess.

Examination of the Cumberland Courty deeds shows that when Zachariah Hendrick first purchased land in
1765, he was a resident of Amel:a County (Cumberland County Deed Book 4, p. 60). Clayton Torrence's Virginia
Wills and Administrations, 1632 -1800 lsts several wills for individuals named Hendrick in Amelia Caunty. The
1777 Amelia County will of Benjamin Hendrick mentions executors, named Obadiah and Benjamin Hendrick,
and makes a bequest to his son, Bernard Henarick. No Hendrick will in Amelia County, however, mentions a
son named Zachariah,

Fortunately, Amelia County has 2 lang run of tithable records. In the 1746 list, Benjamin Hendrick lsted
Zachariah Hendrick 35 a tithaole. Ln 1748, Benjamin Hendrick listed Zachariah Hendick and Benjomin
Hendrck Jr. In 1752, Benjamin Hendrick listed Benjamin Headrick Jr. and Obadiah Hendrick. in 1762,
Benjamin Hendrick listed Bernard Hendrick. These tithable lsts reveal that Zachariah, Benjamin Jr. Obadliah,
and Bemard Hendrick were at ane time or another listed as tthables in Ihe household of Benjamin Hendrici
Sr. T inventory of Benjamin Hendrick Sr. Iists the following siaves: Ben, Bess, Harry, Joe, Peter, Bachus,
Marten, Bob, Amos, Sally, Fan, Betty, Abigail, Rainy, Jenny, Rachel, Phebe, Silla, and Stephen (Cumberland
County Wil 8ook 4, p. 247.) The wil of Obadiah Hendrick mentions Slaves named Ben, Bess, Harry, Bachus,
and Martin, which further connects Zachariah Hendrick and his brother, Obadiah Hendrick, 1o their father,
Benjamin Hendrick Sr., of Amelia County. Only by wsing the Amelia County tithables is the father of Zachariah
Hendrick able to be identfied.

Compiled by J. Christian Kolbe. A free informational pamphiet on genealogical research and a variety of
fesearch notes and topical bibliographies e available on request from the Library o Virginia, 800 E. Broad
St., Richmond, VA 23219, Visitthe Library's Web site for digital collections and releted archival publications.
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Colonial Tithables
In seventcenth- and cighteenth-century Virginia, the term *tithable” referred to.a person who pald (o for whom

someone else paid) one of the taxes imposed by the General AssemBl for the support of civil government in the
calany. In colonial Virginia, a poll tax or capitation tax was assessed on all fre white males, African American
enslaved people, ard Native American servants (both male ang female) zge sixteen and older. Owners and
masters paid the tares levied on their siaves and servants. Few fithable lists are extant. The Library of Virginia
olds fuli or partal lsts for about three dozen counties. A detailed guide to manuscript, microfilmed, and
printed tithables is available in the Archives Reading Rooms.

Tithable lists do not enumerate anyone under the age of sixteen or any adult white woman (unless she was the
head of housenald). Laws published in Hening's Statutes af Large may assist the researcher in understanding
who was considered tithable and how tithable lists were taken. In an attempt to stop fraud concerning the
“yearly importation of people nto the callonie,” an act was passed in the House of Burgesses in-164% requiring.
hat 2!l male senvants imported intp Virginia "of what age.soeyer”) be placed on he.tithable.Jsts. Natives
of the coleny and those imported as free people who were under the age of sixteen were exempt {William W.
Hening, ed. The Statutes af Large: Being 2 Collection of Al the Laws of Virginia, ftom the First Session of the
Legislature, in the Year 1619 . . . [1809-1823], 1:361-362).

Legislative History

In March 1657-8, an act passed in the House of Burgesses declared that all African Americans and Indiars
(hoth male 33 female) sixteen years of age or plder.were-{o.be placed on.ttie fithable lists, Getween the first
anmﬁmﬁwm a st of ail tithables ta the clerk of the counly court to be
recorded (Hening, 1:464-455).

In an aftempt to stop fraud among shenffs bringing in tithable ists, the House of Burgesses passed an act
in March 1660 requiring that each county be divided into four precincls. A commissioner was appointed in
each precinct, The constable alerted the county's inhabitants to bring tithabe lists to their commissioner by
10 June (Hening, 2:19.) According to an act passed in the House of Burgesses on 14 March 1661-2, the
commissioners, who were appointed by the court, were to post a notice on the deor of the church notifying the
public wren the tithables would be received before the June deadine. At August court, the commssioners
delivered an account of the ithabies to the county cout clerk, who then returmed a it to the clerk of the House
Burgesses (Hening, 2:83-84.) By an act passed in December 1662, ad female servants wno worked a crop
were to be considered tithable and levies were paid “or them (Hening, 2:170)
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An act to discover concealed tithables was passed i the House of Burgesses session of September 1663, Every
vear, masters were tc give an exact account of tithables (with names} by 10 June to the magistrate appointed
1o receive the ist. Masters found to be concealing tithabies forfeited a servant 1o the informer. If the concealed
Berson was a freeman or a servant with Iess than a year to serve, one thausand paunds of tobaceo was forfeted
for each persan concealed. Women servants were exempted from this act (Hening, 2:187).

In its continuing efforts to discover concealed tithables, the colonial government passed ar act in October 1670
requiring tithable lists to be made public. At the court held after the Jure deadiine, justices delivered the list
of tithables to the county clerk, who made a copy and put it on the courthouse door where it remained all day.
‘This procedure allowed persons living near those who were conceating tithables to discover and report the fraud.
Penatties for fraud were the same as those passed in the act of 1663 (Hening, 2:280).

In the House of Burgesses session of Seplember 1672, an act was passed “concerning tythables bome in the
country.” Those persons appointed by the court to take tithables were also charged with taking an account of all
African American, mulatto, and Indian children, The masters or awners of these children attested 10 their age.
This act alsa requived the masters or owners of African American children and enslaved peapfe born in Virginia
to register their births within twelve moaths in the parish register. Those who failed to register chiidren paid a
levy on them that year and every year uniil the child was registered. All African American women bom in Virginia
were accounted tithable at age sixteen (Hening, 2:296).

An act for “assertaining the time when Negro Children shalt be tythable” was passed in the House of Burgesses
session of June 1680. This act required that all African American childree irported within three months of
the act were to be brought into court and their ages adjudged by the justices and recorded, African American
children were: not considered tithabie until twelve vears of age. Christian servants imported inta Virgioia wese
ot tithable until age fourteen (Hening, 2:479-£80.) In the Hause of Burgesses session of November 1682, an
act declared that all Indian women were tithable and charged with the same taxes as African American women
brought into Virginia (Hening, 2:497)

A more complete law concerning tithables was passed in the House of Burgesses session of October 1705. All
male persons sixteen years of age and clcer asayellas.all &ican American, mulatto, and Indian Wormgn sixteen
years and older, wer declared tithable. The age of all children Imported was adjudged by the county court ang
entaTed ts e racords OF G Eaur. (This type of record is generally found in the county court order book.) The
caurt of each county divided the county into precincts and annuaily appointed a justice for each district, Each
Justice took a list of Eihables for his precinct, Before 10 June, the justice gave notice in wrting (on the doar of
the church) where he would recelve the lsts of tithables. Lists were dellvered to the justice on 10 June.

In August court, the justice delivered tus list of tithales to the caunty clerk, who posted the lists at the
courthouse for putlic inspection. Masters who concealed tithabies of justices who returaed inaccurate lists were

fined. If an individuaf failed o delive the tithables o the justce by 10 June 45 a esult of s or “ignorance.”
the list could be taken 1o the justice's house between the tenth and the last day of Jure without penalty. The
governor and s family and beneficed ministers were exermpt from the tithable lists (Hering, 3:258-261).

In 1723, the House of Burgesses passed two acts expanding the definition of atithable. As a result, those
subject {0 the tax included all free African Americans, mulattas, and Indians (except tibutary Indians) sixteen
vears and alder and their wives (Hening, 4:133.) In addition to their tithable lists, all masters were required to
list the names of every person between the ages of ten and sixteen “far whom any benefit of tending Tobacco
is allowed by this Act.” In tithable lists, masters were required to distinguish which persons were primarily
employed in the cultivation of tobacco. Thase who violated the law were fined. Justices appointed to taxe
the tithable lists compiled & separate list of persons between the ages of ten and sixteen, and returned these
lists with the tithabes (Waverley K. Winfroe, ed., The Laws of Virginia; Being A Supplement To Hening's The
Statutes At Large 17001750 119711, 251)

In an attempt to avoid payirg levies. some masters remaved their fithables from the parish or county before 9
June. In the House of Burgesses session of November 1738, an act was passed which declared such activities
illegal; as a result, any master engaging in this type of activity was fined. The act also stafed that mariners and
“seafaring persons,” aat being frecholders, were exemot from being listed as tithables (Hening, 5:35-36).

In the October 1748 sgssion, the House of Burgesses passed an 2t exempling shecifts aswel as.the presidenl,
masters, scholars, and domestic seryants of the Callege of William. and Mary-from the tithable lsts. The act aiso
required Jusiices fo deier vouchers, as well as tithables, Lo tne clerk of the county cour: in August. The term
“voucher" likely refers 1o the orginal lst of tthables each master wrote down on a scrap of paper and gave 10 the.
Justice. If an overseer faited to turm in a list of tithables, the owner was held respansible (Hening, 6:40-44).

Researchers often attempt to use tithable lists to establish an exact age for an individual. When free males
appeared f hotd- o . tlesst sixteen
years of age. When a fres male appeared in his own name ather than in the nousefold of anothethia was
FBably twenty o YaTS BT B TUGEIE Iists, however, should not be used to establish the exact year when
someone was born. Because the lists record only the taxable work force, they may not serve as an accurate
indication of an individual's complete Aoidings of enslaved people. Researciiers must laok for 4 will, appraisal,
or inventory for a more complete picture of these holdings.

After the establishment of the personal nioperty tax in 1782 (ses Research Note 3), tithables continued to be
one of the laxable categories. In some instances, the Library of Virginia has both tithable and personal praperty
{ax 11585 Tor & COUMMy~TN some cases, the names on the tithable lists may not completely match the names on
the personal property tares, so researchers may benefit from examining both records.
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Virginia ind tax lists, 1782-1900, are also available on microfilm; consult the guide in the West Reading
Room orthe Library’s Web site for the exact dates available for each county

Original bnd tax records not or microfilm are available for use. A research archivist will instruct researchers
on how tiobtain the records in our collection. Please use extreme care in handling original records as many
of them e fragile.

Form of Keeping the Book Containing the Land Tax by the Commissione.

List of the Land Tax within the District of A. B. Commissianer in the Caunty of C.

Persons ames [ Number | Yearly rent | Qualily | Rate of land | Total amount of value of | Amount of tax at one
owningand | oflots | oflols | oftand | peracre | land exclusive of ots | and a half percent

oo 1 200 | 1000 10 500 - - 72 16s 0

of B 500 12 300 B 4 10 0

EG 5 60 - - o

Sum Htal . 80 1500 800 1B 4 0
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Using Land Tax Records in the Archives at the Library of Virginia

In 1782 the General Assembly of Virginia enacted a major revision of the tax laws of the commonwealth
The act provided for statewide enumeration on the county level of land and certain personal property. The
act created a permanent source of revenue for the operation of government in Virginia.

Copies of annual lists of land owners for each county and city from 1782 (or the date of formation of the
county if after 1782) to the present are available for research in the Archives. These land tax records are
one of four copies required by law. Prior to 1928, ane copy of each tax book was 1o be sent to the Auditor

of Public Accounts. With the creation of the Department of Taxation in March 1928, the land tax book for
each locality was sent to that department. The land tax records now in the collection come from these two
agencies. There are more than 19,000 volumes, which form one of the oldest continuous series of records in
the Archives.

Various revenue acts passed by the General Assembly established the tax rates and procedures for the
collection of land taxes. At first, justices of the local court were designated to collect the taxes. By 1786, the
county courts were directed to divide each locality into precincts and to appoint “commissioners” to collect
the tax. Taxes were assessed between March and April of each year and were payable by the end of December
“The commissioners prepared four “fair and correct” copies of the land tax books. Copies were prepared for

Instructins to commissioners on the form of the land books for 1786. From William Waller Hening, ed., The
Statutesit Large: Being a Collection of All the Laws of Virginia, from the First Session of the Legisfature, in
the Year 619,

Compiledoy Conley L. Edwards, State Archivist
A free infrmational pamphiet on genealogical research and a variety of research notes and topical
bibliograhies are availabie on request from the Library of Virginia, 800 E. Broad St., Richmond, VA 23219,

Visit thelibrary's Web site (www.va.virginia.gov) for digital collections and related archival publications.
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the c county clerk, sheriff, and Autitor of Public Accounts.

Original land tax records for those Virginia counties that are now part of West Virginia were given to the West
Virginia auditor’s office by direction of an act passed by the General Assembly in February 1892, The General
Assembly passed an act in 1808 ordering the commissioners not to compile lists of taxpayers or collect taxes.
In March 1864 the General Assembly suspended the revenue act of 1864 because there were adequate
funds already in the treasury. Therefore, no land tax records exist for the years 1808 and 1864.

Form of Land Tax Records

‘The form of Virginia land tax records varies from manuscript lists dating from the eighteenth century to
modern computer-generated lists and lists produced directly on microfilm. The earlier manuscript lsts are
small booklets that record the names of property owners arranged by the initial letter of the surname. There
is a separate volume for each district within the county, if the county was so divided. The district may be
identified by the name of the commissioner for that district or by a geographical designation, such as "upper
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district” or “lower district.” Lacal militia designations such as “First battalion” or “District of Colone! Clay”
were used also. Descriptions of tax districts may sometimes be recorded in the county court order books.

By 1845, preprinted forms were developed for recording land tax information, and their use cantinues into
this century. More recent computer-produced fists have pages of smaller size with information recorded in a
more compact form. Modern fists use districts corresponding to existing subdivisions within the focality, such
as wards, magisterial districts, or sanitary districts. The boundaries of these districts usually can be located
on contemporary maps.

Content of Land Tax Records

Information recorded in Virginia land fax records changed relatively lte from 1782 to the present, The early
laws reduired the tox commissioner in each distrct to record in *a fai alphabetical Iist” the names of persons
owning land or fown lots, the quantity of land owned, the value of the land or lots, and the amount of tax
owed. Each tract or ot owned by an individuat was to be entered separately

Later laws required additional descriptive information. A brief description of the location of the land was
required by 1814. The distance and direction from the courthouse was included on lsts beginning the
same year. An act passed in 1786 required that alienation, alteration, or changes in ownership during the
preceding year be recorded where appropriate. The amount of tax due was reported in pounds, shillings, and
pence on the early land tax lists. Amounts were reported in dollars and cents by 1810. By the 1850s, the
fand tax recards included the following entries arranged in columns:

= Name of owner and residence
= Estate (whether held in fee simple, for Iife, etc.) as well as number of acres and name of tract
= Description of the land, as to water courses, mountains, and contiguous tracts
® Distance and bearing from the courthouse
= Valve of the land per acre, including buildings; sum added to the land on account of
buildings; and the total vaiues of the fand and buildings.
= Amount of tax on the whole tract at the fegal rate and amount of tax for county purposes.
= Explanation of alterations during the preceding year, especially fram whom transferred
and when and how the owner derived the land

I the Iatter part of the nineteenth century, certain types of land were exempt from taxation, These included
property owned by the state and any county, city, town, or school district. Land owned by churches of
religious bodies was exempt, as were public and private “burying grounds.” Benevolent and charitable
organizations and certain preservation organizations received exemptians for their property. Land owned by
railroad and steamship companies was exempt also.

Land owned by African Americans began to be listed separately within each district in 1891. Preprinted
and “colored.” The distinction remained through the mid-twentieth century

pages were marked “whit

Modern land tax records Include the post office address of owners and tax Information on timber trees,
inerais, and mineral lands. In addition to the amount of tax due. the description of each parcel may include
references to the parcel on local tax maps, deed book references to transfer t the curtent awier, the value of
the land and building(), and the total assessment

Uses of Land Tax Records

The most frequent use of land tax records is for the direct information recorded: name of the property owner,
quantity of land owned, location of land, amount of tax imposed, or changes in ownership. Comparative
analysis of land tax records from year to year may lead to conclusions about social, economic, and agricultural
history, as well as the status of certain individuals or groups of landawners within a locality.

For genealogical researchers, land tax records may help distinguish betwesn individuals with the same name
Inng in a locality at the same time. John Jones fiving in the upper district will be distinct on the tax records
from the John Jones living in the lower district or owning different acreage,

Land tax records can be substitutes for records in those counties where destruction of the original deeds, wilks
and other records has occurred. By studying the lists from year to year, the researcher may trace an ancestor

o determine the date of departure from the iccafity or, possibly, the year of death. The name of 2 taxpayer will

continue on the tax ist, noted as “deceased or “cstate,” until the estate is settied. Careful reading of marginal
netes and the entries for other taxpayers who might have inherited or received land from the deceased's estate

can help support evidence about genealogical felationships gathered from ather sources.

Land tax records can also be used to help date structures. Beginning in 1820 and continuing thereatter,
 column was added to the tax list for “Sum added to land on account of buildings.” An ncrease in

figures reported in this column from one year to the nest may indicate the addition of  new building or
improvements to an existing structure. Such information from the land tax records, used in canjunction with
physical evidence from the structure itseff and other evidence, may lead to canclusions about the period
during which a structure was erected.

Availability of Records for Research
Surviving land tax recards for each county and city, 1782-1900, are avatlable on microfilm and through

interlbrary loan. The Library's Web sie lists the microfilm ree! numbers and dates covered for each locaity.
Original Ian tax records have been withdrawn from circulation when microfilm copies are avilable. West





